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A geniral iefcription of Egypt, and tf tie 
changes it has undergone from the mqft remote 
antiquity to the prefent time. Enquiries 
concerning J be topography of the country ^ thf 
labours of the fharoabs to turn the channel 
of the Nile, and the original formation and 
gradual enlargement of the Delta. 
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To M. L. M. 

Alexandria, July the 24th, 1777, 

complain. Sir, of my filence^ and 
claim mypromifes. " Where/' fay you, •^ art 
tfaofe pidures of Oriental manners^ which, 
knowing your inclination to obferve, I was led 
toexpea? What! have you been travcrfing 
Bgypt thefe three years, and not writtea one 
Vol. I. B word 



2 LETTERS 

word concerning a country the mod celc-» 
brated the earth contains ?" 

Suchj^ .S>r- \?re your reproaches. But be 
.pjcaftil to'' rtcolle<a the advice which you 
yQUj^eMV^Vyc ^jne, when I left Paris, and in 
thirt.:ypa;WiU find my juftification. " You 
'^•jar-i? going, young man, into a foreign coun- 
** try, among a people who will be new to 
" you, Obferve the .influence of climate, 
•^ the power . of religion, the imperious fway 
** of ancient cuftoms, and the tyranny which 
'* defpotifm exerts over fuffering humanity ; 
'* in thefe you muft find the hiflory of their 
'* vices and their virtues. To. facilitate this 
•* ftudy learn the Eaftern languages ; live 
" among, and conyerfe with, Greeks, Turks, 
** dnd Arabs; and, that you may fee them 
** fuch as fhey are, leave your prejudices be- 
** hind you. Bo it your endeavour to paint 
** the people you behold after Nature; let 
«* the Turk refemble himfelf, and do not 
** give us a pidlure of Paris inftead of Grand 
'* Cairo." 

, Such were the precepts dictated by your wif- 
dom; your judgement gave them weight, 
your fricndflhip rendered thtm dear to me, and 
thoy have, never been forgotten. Three years 

. - of 



ON EGYPT. 3 

Bf Wavcl^ pairi, andiabour, have been confc-* 
crated to tny defirc to put them in pradlice; 
had I written fooner^ I had been Icfs obe-* 
dicnt* 

It appears neccffary, Sir, firft to dcfcribe the 
limits o£ Bgypt, and thofe revolations which 
time and the labours of man have effedted i 
the map^ which accompanies this letter, will 
be of fome afEftance to you in acquiring th* 
firft of thefe. To the authorities^ of the an* 
cients, the difcovcries of Father Sicard^ Po-» 
jcock, Niebuhr, and D'Anville, I have added 
my own obfervaiions. This lad geographer, 

whole learned penetration could difcover truth 
among the numerous contradictions of tra« 

vcUcrjs, has often been of great fervice to me j 

nor do I ever quit him' but in places which, 

he having never feen, it was impoffible for 

him to avoid errors 

Egypt is bounded on the north by the Me- 
diterranean, by a chain of mountains, which 
feparate it from Nubia^ on the fouth ; and 
on the eaft by the Rea Sea» and the Ifthmus 
of Suez; its weftern limits are the deferts 
ofLybia, in the midft of which fl:ood the 
temple of Jupiter Ammon* Its greateft 
length is about two hundred and twenty*. 

» B a fiva 
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five kagQes, cxteoding from Sycne, which 
is fitoatied under die tropic of Caocer, ta 
Cape BurloSy which is die moft projeding 
land of die Delta, and almoft tenninates tiie 
32d degree of latitude. 

Drawing a line from the mins of Pela« 
iium to the tower of the Arabs^ formeriy cal<«» 
led TapofiriSyVe ihall find its gieatcft widdi 
to be fixty-eight leagues; and this meaforement 
agrees with that of the ancients, who com* 
puted fifty-four leagues, croffing the Delta 
from Pelufium to Canopus, and fourteen froak 
Canopus to Tapofiris. (a J 

Egypt 

(a) The bafe of the Delta, from Felufium to Can»- 
pusj now called Alboukir, contained, according to Dio* 
donis Siculus and Strabo, 1300 ftadia, which we may 
tftimate at 54 leagues ; to which add 14 leagues from 
Canopus to the tower of the Arabs, and the amount wiH 
be 68 leagues. Herodotus reckoned 60 fchcenas, that is 
to fay 80 leagues, between Mount Caikis and the bay of 
Plintina, where Tapofiris ftood. Mount Cafius (lands 
12 leagues to the eaft of Pelufium; therefore fubtraA 
12 from 80 and the remainder will ftill be 6g leagues 
from Pelufium to Tapofiris. The two geographers, &rft 
mentioned^ have evidently n^eafured the fame cactent of 
country in a right line, and did not, like Herodotus, foI« 
low the bafe of the Delta; for, between the age of He- 
•rodotus and the time in which they lived, tiiat part df 

Egyp 
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Egypt i$ divided into Upper and Lowtr i 
the former is a long valley, beginning at 
Syene, and ending at Grand Cairo. Two 
j^Agps of Qiountains, which take their de« 
partnre from the laft catara<ft» form the lofty 
Qattines of Upper Egypt : their parallel di- 
region is from north to ibuth, till they reach 
^raad Cairo, where, feparating to the right 
motdltft^ the onefiretches towards mount Col-< 
;|OBm» and the other terminates in fand- banks, 
near Aletaiuiria. The former confifts of high 
rocks and cliffs, the latter of fandy hills, the 
We of which is a calcareous ilone. Beyond 
theie awuntains are deferts, bounded by the 
Red Sea ^n the eaft, and extending over Afri- 
ca to the wefl ; in the centre lies that long 
plain the greateit width of which does not 
taxted oine kagues* Here the Nile rolls his 
waless betifeen two infurmountable barriers : 
now filent and tranquij, following the courfe 
which nature and art have traced j and anon 
aft imfpetuous torrent, red with the fands of 
Ethiopia, fweJling, overflowing his' banks, 

Egypt had increafed, by the immenfe quantity of fand 
which* the courfe of the Wle carries with-it; and, had 
*ey followed the fea-lhore, the'admeafurement would 
luve been confiderably augmented. 

B 3 and 
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and fprcading his waters over the country for 
the fpace of two hundred leagues. In this 
celebrated valley, man firft fought, and firft 
beheld, the light of fcjence, whofe radiance, 
tlifFufing itfclf over Greece, (b) has fuccef* 
fively enlightened the reft of the world. This 
valley, though ftill as fruitful as in the hap- 
py days of Thebes, is much lefs cultivated i 
its famous cities are laid level with theduft;- 
laws and arts have been trodden under foot 
by defpotifm and ignorance, and their throne 
ufurped. 

Lower Egypt includes all the country lying 
between Grand Cairo, the Mediterranean,* 
the Ifthmus of Suez, and Lybia: fkirted 
by arid fands, this immenfe plain, contains- 
flips of land well cultivated, on the borders 
of the canals, and in its centre that triangu- 
lar ifland to which the Greeks gave the name' 
of Delta, formed by the two branches of ' 

(i^j Herodotus, Strabo, imd.Diodonis Siculus, pofl- 
tively a^riQ (he Greeks obtained moft of their kiiow«» 
ledge from Egypt. Thence it was that Orpheus 
and Homer brought mythology, and the daughters of 
Danaus the tnyfteries of Ceres. The Philofopher$ of 
Greece ftudied aftronomy there, and their legiflators the 
principles of government^ 
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the Nile, which divide at Batn elMakara^ (the 
Cow's Belly) arid empty themfelves int6 the 
fea below Damietta and Roietta. This ifland^ 
the moft fruitful on earth, has loft much of 
its extent, Ijnce the time when Canopus and 
Peluiium were its limits, (c) The eaftcrn 
bulwark of Egypt having been deftroyed by 
conquerors, and thofe who cultivated the 
earth becoming expofed to the inroads of 
the Arabs, the inhabitants have retired far- 
ther into the country. The canals, which 
with their ftreams brought fertility, are dried 
up : and the earth ceafing to be watered, and 
continually cxpofed to the burning heats of 
the fun, is become a barren fand. Scattered 
over the plains which formerly ^ containeci 
fruitful fields, and flourifhing cities, fdj on 
the Pelufiac, Tanitic, and Mendefian arms, 
which all flowed from the Damietta branch 
of the Nile, we^only find, at prefent, mife- 
rable hamlets, furrounded by date-^trees, and 
deierts. Thefe canals, formerly navigabfe, fej 

(c) Strabo, lib. 17. 

(d) Bubaftus, Pelufium, Phacu£i, and all the cities 
which flood in the eaftcrn part of the Delta, arc totally 
deftroyed, 

(e) The Peluiiac, Tanitic, and Mendefian branches 
were formerly navigable. 

B 4 bear 
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l>car little refemblance to their firmer ftat«i 
anil no longer communicate with the lake 
Men^ala, except a very little while during 
the time of the inundation ; they are dry all 
the reft of the year. By digging them, and 
removing the mud which the river has left, 
iince the Turks have been mafters of Egypt* 
the country they traverfe would become 
fertile, and (he Delt^ reftored to its ancient 
grandeur. 

Having obtained a general idea of Egypt* 
pleafe^ Sir* to fix your attention on this rich 
country* and the changes it has undergone^ 
Anterior to thofe times of which hiftory pre-« 
ierves apy pertain record* a people defcend^^ 
c4 from the mountains* which border on the 
catarad* into the valley the Nile inundate$*(/^ 
then an impra<fticable morafs* overrun With 
reeds and bulrufhes. After repeated* and pften 
fatal trials* they difccwered fome falutary plants; 
a|mong thefe were thp lotus* fgj w)uph Hero* 

dotuf 

(f) Herodotus^ p* ^o. Euterpe; D|odoru6 SIcuIus, 
fib. J. and Strabo* lib. 17. all afcertain the fame fa£t. 

(f) The lotus is an aquatic plant peculiar to Egypt> 
^hich grows in rivulets, and by the fide of lakes; 
there are two ipecies* the one bearing a yrhite* the other 

a blue- 
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dotw calls the lily of the Nile; the reed we 
have named the fugar'-cane» and which ia 
this country has pceicrved its primitive app6l^ 
Uuonfo^, or veedifij the colocaflium, /^// 
^e oQion^ and the bean* Many year< 

a blueilh flower. The calix of the lotus blows like 
that of a large tulip, diffufifig a fweetnefs like the 
^ell of the lily. The root of the firft fpecies is round, 
lefbinbliog a potatoe ; itnd is eaten by the inhabiunn 
9rho live near the lake Meozala* The rivulets, near 
pamietta, are covered with this majeftic flower, which 
rifes about two feet above the water. Mr. Paw 
affirms it is no longer found in Egypt, and defcribes a 
plant no way refembling the lotus. Ruhtrcbis fur la 
Egyftiins f^ Us Cbimsy pag4 15a No wonder this learn- 
ed man was miftaken, iince moft of the travellers who 
liave been in Egypt never faw the lotus, which does not 
grow on the great canals of the Nile, but among the 
inland rivukts. 

(hj Some authors fay the fugar-cane was brought 
jErom India to Egypt ; perhaps, the method of culti- 
vating it only was brought. It feems to me to be a 
native of a country which produces many fpecies of 
leeds, and where it grows wild. Its very name induces 
this belief. 

. (i) The colocaffium is a plant well known to botaniia. 
It is particularly cultivated by the inhabitants of Da- 
piietta : vaft fields overfpread with its large leaves are 
iben near this city. Its root is in Che form of a cone, 
and larger than that, o£ the lotus, with a tafie lefs infi- 
^d than the potatoe. 

pafTed 
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throp|;h thofe which ftiil wore taaufhy. One 
of the kings of Egypt^ probably fxefeeiog 
the coftfeqaeoces* undertook ta turn the 
Qourie of the river^ (nj V9hkh, after mean- 
dering a hundred and |ifty leagues betwem 
the mountaifl$ I have meotioned> came to 
9n iofurxnountable obftacle^ turned fuddenly 
to thie left, !Sknd, running ibuth of Memphis^ 
ipread its waters over the lands of Lybta« 
This prince cut a new channel to the qaft 
of Memphisi raifed a large moutKl^ and 
oUiged it to return between the mountains 
and difcharge itfelf into the' bay that then 
bath^ the rook on which the caftle of Grand 
Cairo is built* The ancient bed of the river» 
aod the mound wliich dan»oed up its en* 

(n) Theprieft&fay that Mcnes, the firft king of Egypt, 
built a bridge over the Nile, hear Memphis ; before 
vrWch time the rirer, paffing Mount Pfammiin, ran 
fottthof thatcity^ and diffufed it£elf era the Lybaa 
dclbrts* Mencfr raifed a mound a hundred fiadia from 
Memphis^ pppofed its courfe, and forced it to return 
between the fountains; by which means its firft bed 
becaqie dry. At prefent, the Perfians, who are toaf- 
ters of Egypt) repair this mound, which (huts up the 
aiicienir channel, at a great expence ; haviog added 
new works yearly, and appointed troops, to watch and 
preferve it from injury# |ierodotu0> f, 55*- 

trance. 
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tnuioe^ were to be ieen in tlie time of He^ 
rodotus. The Periians repaired the maand 
with great cajr^ nor 18 the comie of thi« 
micieat bed unknown even at prefcnt; it may 
be traced acrofs the defert, paffing weft of 
the lakes of Natroan, by petrified wooJ> 
mafts, and lateen yards^ the wrecks of Tef- 
feU by which it was anciently navigated. 
The Arabs call this channel^ whidi i6 now 
nearly £lled up^ Bakr Bela Ma^ fc) a fea 
without water« 

Egypt is indebted for the Delta to the 
labours of this monarch. • The enormous 
weight of the waters of the Nile, difcharging 
themfelves into this gulph, repelled the fea ; 
and the fand and mire they carried with 
themt in their courfe, accumulated. The 
Delta, very inconfiderable at firft, rofe from 
the fea, by encroaching On its limits : it was 
the gift of the river. Agriculture and man 
came to its defence, by raifing mounds. In 
die time of Moeris, who lived five hundred 
yeais before the Trcgan war, the Dcka was 
in its infancy; (pj eight cubits were fuffi- 

(o) Great rivers arc called by the Arabs Bahry or 
fea. 
(p) Herodotus, p. 41. Euterpe* 

cient 
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cicQt to overflow it entirely; thty rowed 
o▼(^r it in boats ; and its towns^ built on ar->! 
itificial mounts^ rcfembled the iHands of the 
^gean iea. (g) In the age of Herodotus^ 
fifteen cubits were necefiary to overflow the 
J^owcr Egypt ; but the Nile, at that time^ 
inundated the country for the fpace of two 
day$ journey to the: right and left of the 
Delta. Under the Roman empire, fixteed 
cubits produced fimilar e£fedts ; and when the 
Arabs governed, their writers fpcak of fe* 
yep teen as the mofl: favourable height. 
The ftandard of abundance, at preibnt, ii 
eighteen cubits ; but Lower Egypt is no 
longer overflowed; the inundation goes no 
farther than Grand Cairo, and the neigh-* 
bouring country. The Nile, however, of* 
ten rifes to two-and-twenty cubits. This 
phssnomenon has been produced by an in« 
creafe of mud, fucceflively dcpofited, during 
£o many ages. Art has likewife contri^ 
buted towards it, either by raiCog the lands 
inoft expofed to the adion of the river, 
by multiplying its outlets, or by cutting. ca*» 
nals, which gave free courfc to the waters^ 

{q} Stra^o, lib. 17, p, 11 36. 

I have 
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(r). I have twice made the tour of the 
Delta, during the time of inundation^, fince 
I have been in Egypt, and have evencroifed 
it by the canal of Menouf. The river, 
though full to the brim in the great branches 
of Ro^tta and Damietta, and thofe which 
run through the interior parts of the coun-' 
try, only overflowed the land where it lay 
Ipw, or where banks had been raifed to flop 
its waters, and throw them over the rice 
fields. Thus, in the fpace.of 3284 years, 
the Delta has rifcn ' fourteen cubits, (s) 
Yet we /.muft not believe the conjec- 
tures of thofe travellers who fuppofc this 
4fland will become higher, and incapable 
of cultivation: being indebted, for, its increafe, 
to the mild which the courfe of the Nile 

(r^Strabo, lib. 17. fays the Bolbitine* and Sebenitic 
channels of the Nile wcreb6th dug by the hand of 
man. 

(s) To render this calculation exad, we ought to 
know whether the Greek, the Roman, and Arabian 
cubit were precifely the fame, or what were the vari- 
ations it has undergone, among thefe different people j 
which would be a thing very difficult to demonftratc. 
But this precifion not being eflential to my fubjed, I 
fhall content myfelf with relating faSts and the tcftimo- 
nies of authors. 

carried 
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carried wldbi it» and aanuaUy depofi<ed» wheii 
it ceaies to be inoiidated, this cfFcd: maft 
likcwifb ceafe. It has been dembnftrated that 
culture is not {iifiicient to raife hind» 

The prefent pofition of the Delta is the 
beft pofiible fc^ agriculture. Wa(hed on the 
eaft and weft by two rivers, which the Nile,, 
in dividing, forms, as wide] and deeper than 
^e Loire, interfedted by innumerable rivulets, 
it is one immenfe garden, the bqds and com-^ 
partments of which may all be watered. 
The Thebais is under water three months 
of the 3rcar; mean while the Delta pof- 
ibfles fields covered with rice, barley, ve* 
getables, and winter fruits : nor does it now, 
as formerly, refcmble the -^gean fca, with 
her Cyclades. As far as the eye is capable 
of feeing, rich crops cover its plains, groves 
of date, orange, and iycamore^trees, ftrcams, 
ever running, verdure, ever changing, and evec 
renewing, and abundance, which rejoices the 
heart and aftonifhcs the imagination. Ceafing 
to be overflowed, this ifland has a yearly 
gain of the three months during which the 
Thebais is inundated, for which reafon, it is 
the only part of Egypt where the fame field 

yields * 
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jrields a double crop of grain ; the ode of ricci 
the other of barley4 

While it increafcd iii height, you may well 
fuppofe, Sir^ it augmented in length likewife j 
to prove whicbt among various fads which 
hiftory has prcferved> I fhall fcleft only one. 
(t) During the reign of Pfammctiehus, the 
M3e(ians> with thirty £hipS| hnded at the 
moiith of the Bolbitine branchy at prefent 
the branch of Rofetta, where jhey fortified 
themfelves, and built a city, which they cal^ 
led Metelis, now named Faoua, but which, 
in th^ Coptic vocabularies, is ftill called Met* 
fil. This city, which was formerly a fea-port, 
ftands, at prefent, niije leagues from the fhore $ 
which (pace the Delta has lengthened from 
the age of Pfammetichus to the prefent. 

Horner^ that fublin[ie painter of nations 
and countries, whofe geographic details artf 
the moft precious remains, of the kind, tranf^ 
mitted to us by all antiquity, makes Mene^i 
laus^ becalmed on the JEgyptian ihore, fpeak 
thus, (uj " In the flormy fea that bathes the 
'* coaft of Egypt is an ifland named Pharos, 
'^ whofe djflance from the (hore is as far as 

(t) Straboi lit. iji 
(it J Odyfley^ book iv. 

Vot. L C *'a 
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^' a veiTel, impelled bjt l favourable wind, 
*' may fail in one day." — And, again, Prote- 
us, prophefying to Menelaus^ thus fpeaks. 
(x)'' Deftiny forbids that thou fhouldcft fee 
•' thy friends, thy palace, and thy native 
^* land, till thou haft firft returned to where 
•' the Egyptus fyj, Jove.born, rolls his wa- 
•' ters, and there haft offered hecatombs to 
** the immortal gods.'— -He faid, and the be- 
^* heft obliged me, with a broken hearty again 
" to traverfe that vaft and ftormy fea which 
" feparates the Pharos from the Egyptian 
•* continent." 

Homer, who had travelled over Egypt (z), 
where he had learned that mythology, from 
the priefts, of which he makes fo beautiful 
ufe in his poems, defcribes the ifland of Pha«- 
fos, which now forms part of Alexandria, 
as being twenty leagues diftant from the (horc 
of Egypt, at leaft ; which opinion is accor- 
dant to that of the higheft antiquity. 

(x) Odyffcy, book iy. 

CyJ The Nile was called Egyptus until the time of 
Nileus^ one of the fucceflbrs of Mende§, who, after 
many labours to confine and impede its ravages^ named 
it after himfclf. Diod. Sic. lib. i. 

c 

{zj Diodorus Siculus. 

What 
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What immenfe revolutions have great ri« 
vers occafioned on the furface of the globe ! 
How do they inceflantly repel the fea, by ac- 
cumulating fand on (and ! How do they raife 
tip iflands> at their mouths^ which^ in time, 
become part of the continent ! Thus has thfe 
Nile formed almoft all the Lower Egypt; and 
thus the Delta, which is ninety leagues in • 
circumference, has rifen from its waters! 
Thus alfo has the Meander, inceflantly driv- 
ing back the waves of the Mediterranean, and 
by degrees filling up the bay in which it 
difembogucs itfelf, caft the city of Miletus far 
within land, though it formerly was a famous 
fea-port I Thus do the Tigris and Euphrates, 
defcendin^; from the Armenian mountains^ 
fwcep down the fands of Mefopotamia, and 
imperceptibly choak up the Perfian gulph. 

You have now. Sir, a general idea of 
Egypt, and the principal changes which have 
happened there. I (hall, therefore, proceed 
to. be more circumftantial, and you will then 
perhaps think my narrative more interefting* 
Here, in the'midft of Alexandria, fixed with 
aflonifliment at beholding monuments which 
neither the ravages of man nor time could 
yet deilroy, weeping over the fcnfelcfs re» 

C 2 maiof 
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mains of columns and obelifks which adorn-- 
cd its public fqoares and temples^ here will I 
write to you conccrniiig the city of Alexan- 
der, the Alexandria of the Arabs » and the 
mifecable huts to which the Turks prefume 
to give that pompous title. Barbarians! 
throughout their vaft empire, they have flified 
arts, fciences, cities, and kingdoms ; and the 
name only remains of all thofe famous^ works, 
which their ignorance has left to perifh, or 
their intolerable fanaticifm has deflroyed ! 

1 have the honour to be« &c. 
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LETTER 11. 

Alexandria^ ancient^ middle^ and modern^ noitb 

its monuments^ and three harbours de^ 

fcribed: its fuccejfive revolutions under tb^ 

Ptolemies^ Romans p Greeks, Arabsy and Qt* 

tomans. 



To M. L. M. 

Alexandria. 

jTILLexandria^ Sir, is well worthy your 
attention* The rank it once held among 
the moft celebrated cities (a)^ the learned 
men to which it has given births and th? re- 
maining monuments which » though two 
thoufand years have paiTed away, flill attefl 
its former glory, have a claim on your cu- 
riofity. To gratify this I have been three 
months examining the place where once it 
flood. By reading the Greek, Latin, and 
Arabic authors, I ifaall be enabled to dif- 

(a) Diodorus Siculus, who wrote at Rome under 
Auguftus, calls Alexandria the firft city of the world, 
lib. 17. 
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cover it beneath its own rubbifli ; and, by 
comparing their writings with what I my- 
felf fee, trace out its plan. Is it not a me* 
lancholy, a painful, tafk, to feek z once fa«- 
mous city within its own walls ? 

Afia Minor fubdued, and the pride of Tyro 
humbled, Alexander marched for Egypt, then 
groaning under the Perfian yoke; he con- 
quered it without a battle j the people, de- 
firous to free themfclves from their fetters, 
received him, like a deliverer, with opea 
arms* To preferve this conqueft, fo diftant 
' from his own kingdom, a fortrefs was necef- 
fary, which ihould contain a port capable of 
harbouring a powerful navy, Alexander 
beftowed on Egypt an advantage fo precious ; 
which till then it did not poffcfs. The fpace 
which lay between Lake Mareotis and the 
excellent harbour formed by the ifleof Pha* 
ros fij he found proper for bis purpofe, 

and 

(h) Homer, a5 I have already fliown, defcribes the ifle 
of Pharos as {landing at the diftance of a day's naviga- 
tion from the ihore of Egypt) becaufe at that time 
the Lake Mareotis joined the fea, and formed a bay« 
Puring the five hundred years which elapfed between 
the time of Homer and the foundation of Alexandria, 

canals 
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trid traced the limits of a great city, to which 
he gave his name ; then viiited the miracles 
of Upper Egypt, while the engineer Dino* 
chares put his plan in execution. Alex* 
ander was gone almoft a year, and, at his rec- 
tum, found Alexandria nearly finiflied. fcj 
, He then peopled it Avith the inhabitants of 

the neighbouring cities, and purfued his con* 

qucfts* 
Alexandria was a league and a half in length, 

and one third as wide ; fo that its walls were 

about four leagues in circumferentc, fJj 

qiaals had been ciit dyer Lower Egypt ; and the Lake 
Mireoti^, into which the waters of the Thebais dif- 
charge themfelves, withdrew fo far, from the Tea, as to 
form the flip of land on which Alexander built this 
city. When Ccefar, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus wrote, it 
bathed the walls* Under the Arabs, it retired half a 
league ; and, beneath the deftrudive empire of the Otto- 
mans, it has dlfappeared. A traveller who fhould at 
prefent vifit Egypt, having read only Homer, would fay 
with Madame Dacttr, Pope, and many others of the 
learned, that his defcription of Pharos was mei^ly the 
ijport of the imagination, 

fcj Qutntus Curtius, lib* 4. cap* 8. 

(d) Quintus Curtius fays they were 80 ftadia, or 3 
leagues one third. Pliny, 15 Roman miles, or 5 
leagues* Strabo, 76 ftadia, or 3 leagues and an eighth* 
Diodorus SiculuSj 96 ftadia, or 4 leagues* 

C4 and 
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find were wafhed by the lake Mareods on th^ 
fouth^ and the Mediterranean on the norths 
The ftreets, lengthways, ran ftraight, and pa- 
rallel to each other ; thus giving a free pafTage 
to the north wind, which, alone, is healthy 
91)4 temperate in Bgypt. A ftreet two thou- 
fand feet wide, began at the marine gate^ 
and ended at the gate of Canopus, adorned 
by magni^cent houfas, temples, and public 
edifices. Tbrougli this e^f teiit pf profpcift the 
^ye waa never, fatiated with admiring the 
^narble^^ the porphyry, and the pbeliiks^ 
which were deftined hereafter to embcUiih 
Rome and Conftantinople (e). This ftreet, 
the fineft the world eycr faw, was crofTcd 
by another of equal width (f)^ thus forni- 
ing a fquare, at the point of interfedion, 
l^alf a league in circumference, from the 
centre of which the two gates were feen, 
and veflels under fail, both to the north an4 
fouth. 

A mole was thrpwq up, from the conti- 
pent to the ifland of Pharos, of a mile long^ 

(a) It is well known the obeliiks which are at Rom(^ 
^ere brovght from Alexandria. 

^l Pfodoros Siculus, Strabo, lib. 17. 
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(gj which divided the harbour. The part 
north of the mole preferved the name of the 
grand harbour, and a mounds carried from 
the iiland to the rock on which the Pharos 
Aoody fecured it from the weft winds. The 
other harbour was called Eunoftus, or the 
good return. At prefent, the firft is called 
the New Port, the fccond the Old. There 
was a bridge of communication between tho 
mole and the city, built on high columns^ 
funk in the fea, and leaving a free paiTage to 
veflbls. The palace began far beyond the 
promontory Lochias, and extended as far as 
the mound, occupying more than a fourth 
of the city^ (b) The Ptolemies all con* 
tributed to its magnificence; and with^- 
in lis walls were the mufeum, that aiy- 
lum of the learned, groves, edifices, wor- 
thy royal majefty, and a temple where (he 
body of Alexander, in a golden coffin, had 
been depofited. //^ The infamous Seleucus 

Cybiofades 

(g) This mole was named Hepta StuMum^ becaufe it 
was &vtn ftadia, or one mile long. 

(h) Strabo, lib. 17, fays it occupied a third. 

fij Pcrdiccas undertook to convey the body of Alex- 

pndef tQ the temple of Jupiter An^nion, as he ha4 

% commaqd94 
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Cybiofadles violated this tomb, carried off 
the golden coffin, and left one of glafs in its 
Head. The ifland of Anti-Rhode flood in 
the grand harbour $ it contained a theatre 
and a royal palace. In the harbour of Eu-* 
noftog was another harbour, or dock, dug 
by the hand of man, named Kibotos^ (k) 
iirhich communicated vtith the lake Mare* 
Otis by a canal. Between this canal and the 
palace flood the admirable temple of Sera- 
pis i (I) that of Neptune was built near the 
grand fquare, where the market was kept. 
Alexandria extended itfelf flill farther on the 
Southern borders of the lake, and on its 
eaftern fide was the gymnafium, with por-* 
decs more than fix hundred feet long, refl« 
ing on feveral rows of marble columnsr^ 
Without the gate of Canopus was a fpa« 
cibus circus, for chariot races ; and, beyond, 
the fiiburb of Nicopolis fpread along the fea 
fliore, like another Alexandria. A fuperb 
amphitheatre was built here, with a fladium, 

commanded in hi^ wiU ; but Ptolemy, the fon of La- 
gtts, having carried it off, depofited it in the palace of 
Alexandria. 

(k) Kibstos^ The harbour of the Axk. 
^ (I) Strabo, lib* 17* 

for 
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for the celebration of the Quioquennalia. f ^91^ 
Such 1$ the defcriptioa which the ancients^ 
and particularly Strabo» have left us of Alex- 
andria 1 a city built three hundred and thir* 
ty^three years bcforie Chrift, and fucccflivcly 
fubjedt to the Ptolenues^ Romans, and the 
Gredc Emperors, (n) About the middle 
of the iixth century, Amrou Ebn el Aas^ 
the general of Omar, carried it by aiTault, 
after a fourteen months iiege, which coft 
him twenty* three thoufand men. Heraclius^ 
Emperor, of Conftantlnople, did not fend a 
fipgle veflel to its aid. There are few ex- 
amples in hiftory of a prince like this, who 
d^covc'red a<3ivity 'in the firf): year of his 
reign, ilumbered long afterwards in eSemi- 
nate idleneis, and, fuddenly roofing at thft 
fame of the conquel^s of Cofroes, the fcourge 
of the Baft, put himielf at the hiad of hxi 
armies, {hewed himfelf a great commander 
the firft campaign, ravaged Perfia during 

(m) Games celebrated once ,in five years. 

(n) The tenth year of the Hegyra, and A, D» 
£51, v/as, according to Abulfeda, the year 994 after 
its foundation. Abulfeda ufes the word Era, which, 
as I have fard !n the life of Mahomet, ia derived from 
Arkba^ which in A^i^bic is fynonymoai to cpocha* 

fevea 
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feven years^ re-catered his capital loaded 
with laurels, then, turning theologian on 
the throne, loft his energy, and fpent the 
r^ft of his life in difputing on monothclifm, 
while the Arabs deprived him of the fined: 
provinces of his empire. Deaf to the cries 
cf the wretched citizen^ of Alexandria, as 
Jic had been to thofe of Jerufdcm^ (o) 
who had defended themielves for two years^ 
be fuflfered them to fall bijefore the indefati* 
gable and fortunate Amrou ; their brave 
warriors all perilling fword in hand. 

Aftoniihed at his vidory, the -conqueror 
wrote to the Caliph-^" I have token the 
^' city of the weft, the extent of which is 
*' immenfe, and its miracles too numerous 
^^ for me to defcribe. It contains four thou« 
*^ (and baths, twelve thoufand venders of 
^* vegetables, four thoufand Jews, who 

(o) Omar led the force of Arabia againft Jerufa* 
km, which its inhabitants defended with admirable con-' 
ftancy, and feveral times fent to conjure Herajclius. to 
^rant them fuccour j but, their prayers being fruitlefs, 
they were obliged to yield after a two years fiege, witht- 
out having obtained a fmgle foldier from the Emperor, 
who facriEced his time and tfcafurcs tp eftabliih ft new 

f«a. ' ' 
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^' pay tribute^ four thoufdnd comedians^ 

The library, ia which the careful Ptole- 
mies had aflembled more than four hun^i^ 
dred thoufand manufcripts, drew the vigor's 
attention, who wrote to the Caliph for or* 
ders. ** Burn them," replied the ferocious 
Omar : '' if they contain only what is in the 
^^ Koran they are ufelefs ; and dangerous if 
*^ any thing more/' Barbarous fentence, 
which reduced to aQies the greatefl part of 
the learned labours of antiquity! Of what 
knowledge, what arts, what immortal works, 
did not this fatal conflagration deprive the 
world 1 We ought, perhaps, to date that 
Ignorance which fpread a veil over countries 
that lirft gave birth to icience from this 
fatal period. Let us but fuppofe three- 
fourths of the works Europe poflefles fud- 
denly annihilated, the art of printing un- 
known, and an illiterate people become 
mr.fters of that fine quarter of the globe, 
and we can eafily imagine it again fallen into 
that barbarifm which it has been the labour 

(p) Elmacin, life of Omar, p. 30. 

of 
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of fo many ages to eradicate. Such was the 
fate of the Eaft ! 

Thus fubjeded (0 the Arabs^ Alexandria 
gradually declined : the diftance of the 
caliphs of Bagdad prevented theii: afFord«- 
ing any powerful fupport to commerce and 
arts» and population daily dimini(hed ; thus^ 
in the year 875, (q) the circumference of the 
city was reduced one half^ the ancient walls 
were demolifhed^ and thofe built which ftill 
remain. Their folidity, thtcknefs, and the 
hundred towers by which they were flanked^ 
have preferved them agalnft the efforts of 
man^ and the ravages of time. This may 
be called the Alexandria of the Arabg, 
which continued flourifhing in the thirteenth 
century . (r) The equal interfedtion of its 
flreets made it refemble a chequer } part of 
its fquares and public buildings were pre- 
ferved j its commerce extended from Spain 

(q) This happened under the reign of Elmctouak- 
kel, the tenth caliph of the Abaffides, and the thirty-firft 
from Mahomet. Elmacin. Ebn Toulon^ then governor 
of Egypt, and who thought of rendering bimfelf inde- 
pendent, built thefe walls. 

(r) Abulfeda, Geographical Defcrlption of Egypt* 

t9 
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tb India } its canals were kept in repair^ and 
its merchandize fcnt into Upper Egypt, by 
the lake Mareotis^ and into the Delta, by 
the canal of Faoua. (s) The Pharos, built 
by Softrates, of Cnidus, containing feveral 
ftories, and furrounded by galleries fup- 
ported by marble columns, ftill remained. 
This miraculous tower, as Csefar calls it, 
was near four hundred feet high^ on its 
fummit was a vaft mirror of polifhcd fteel, 
Ct) fo difpofed as to prefent the image of 
diftant veffels before they were vifible to the 
eye. This admirable tower ferved as a fig- 
nal to (hipping ; it was lighted up, during 
night, to inform mariners of their approach 
to the Egyptian coaft, which is fo low that 
there is great danger of running a-ground 
before it can be fcen. Alexandria, in its 
decline, ftill preferved an air of grandeur, 
and magnificence, which excited admiration. 
The Turks feized on Egypt in the fifteenth 

fsj It v;as built under Ptolemy Philadelphus. 

{tj Ahulfedz fpeaks of this mirror, mentioned by 
feveral Arabian authors^ in his dcfcription of Egypt, 
and fays, it was deftroyed by the arts of the Chriftians, 
under the reign of Oualid, fon of Abd el Melee. 

century^ 
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the canal that ran into it, from the lake 
Mareotis^ has difappeared ; the very lake 
itfelf, on the borders of which the papyrus 
and date^tree abounded, no longer exids ; 
the Turks having ncgleftcd to repair the 
canals, through which the waters of the 
Nile flowed into it. Belon, a very accurate 
obfervcr, who travelled Egypt fome years 
after the Ottoman conqueft, affirms that, in 
his time, the lake Mareotis was but half 
a league diflant from the walls of Alex- 
andria, and that it was furrounded by forefts 
of palm-trees, (y) The fands of Lybia are, 
now, where once thefe waters were ! To 
the deftruAive government of the Turks 
mud we attribute thefe deplorable changes. 

The canal of Faoua, the only one which 
ftill runs to Alexandria, and without which it 
could no longer be a town, (ince it has npt 
a drop of foft water, is hajf filled up with 
mud, and fand. Under the government of 
the Romans, and even of the Arabs, it was 
navigable all the year, and fertilized the 
plains it traverfed i its banks were ihaded by 

{y) Belon, Defcription of Alexandria. This writer 
travelled in Egypt fifteen years after the conqueft of 
S£Iim, about 250 years ago* 

date* 



O N E G Y P T. 35 

date-trees, covered by vines, and cmbel- 
liQied by picafure ho\ifcs.(z) The ftream 
only flows now about the end of Auguft, 
and there is fcarcely fufficient time to fill th» 
refervoirs and citterns of the town ; the lands, 
it once made fruitful^ are now become de- 

fzj The following paflage of Abulfeda will confirm 
what I have faid. *^ No profpedl can be more agreeable 
*^ than that of the canal of Alexandria : gardens, groves, 
'^ and an eternal verdure, adorn its banks ; as Dafard 
*< el Hadad thus has defcribed them, in thefe beautiful 
*« verfes. 

** How pleafant are the banks of the canal of Alexan* 
•' dria ! When the eye furveys them the heart is re- 
^' joiced ! The gliding boatman, beholding its bowers, 
<* beholds canopies ever verdant; the lovely Aquilon 
^^ breathes coding freihnefs, while he fportful ripples 
" up the furface of its waters ; the ample Date,' whofe 
** flexible head reclines like a ileeping beauty, is crowned 
•* with pendent fruit/* 

Oua khalig Elefcanderie ellati iatiha men el Nil men 
abfan el Pnentezhat laenno daiak Makdar fljanehin^ hel Bt^ 
ftttin ouafih iecoul el Hadad: 

Ou ajhie ahadet Painak menzara 

Ja efferour bo le calbak ou of da 

RoudU nCekhaddn eladar oua gedaoual 
, Nakajhtt aliih id ech chemal mebareda 

Oua-l-Nakhl Kilghid el hajfan tezainet 

Oua lebes men atmarhen calaida. 

Abulfeda, Oefeription of Egypt. 
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fertSt and the groves and gardens, around 
Alexandria, have disappeared, with the ftreams 
that watered them; a few trees only are 
^n without the walls, thinly fcattered, of 
fycamore, fig, the fruit of which is deli* 
cious, dates, the caper (hrub, and the fou* 
da, or kali, which fpread a partial verdure 
over burning (ands, the fight of which is 
infupportable. 

Yet are not all tokens of the ancient mag* 
nificence of Alexandria effaced ; its ciflerna, 
vaulted with great art, which were built under 
all parts of the city, and its numerous aque« 
duds, are almofl entire, though they hav« 
remained two thoufand years. Towards 
the eaftern part of the palace are the two 
obelifks, vulgarly called Cleopatra's nee« 
dies, (a) of Thcbaian flone, and containing 
numerous hieroglyphics : one is thrown do wQi^ 
broken, and covered with fand; the other 
ilill reds on its pedeftal ; each, cut from one 
fingle flooe, is about fixty feet high, and ie« 

(a) Pocock fuppofes they flood before the Temple of 
Neptune, but this temple was built near the harbour of 
Eunoftus; and the obelifts are half a league farther, to- 
wards the promontory Lochias; where, according to 
Stnibo, the palace was built, 

vea 
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vcn fquare, at the bafe. Near the gate of 
Rofetta are five marble columns^ in the 
place where the portieos of the gymnafium 
ftood ; the remainder of the colonnade, the 
ranges of which, a hundred years ago, might 
be traced, (b) has been deftroyed by the 
barbarifm of the Turks. 

A column of red granite, (landing a quar^ 
fcf of a league from the fouth gate, parti-^ 
cularly attradls the attention of travellers; 
the capital is Corinthian, with undented, 
fmooth, palm-leaves; it is nine feet highij 
the (haft and the upper fof us of the ba(e ar$ 
one fingle block of x^iiitij feet long, an4 
nine in diameter ^ the bafe is abovH fif* 
teen feet fquare. This block of marble, 
fixty feel in circumference, refts oft twgi 
layers of ftone, held together by lead ; which 
could not prevent the Arabs from forcing 
Several of them out, iti feareh of an imagi- 
ilary treafure. The whole column is a hun- 
dred and fourteen feet high, and ftill pre- 
Hurve^ a perfect poliih, except a little chipped 
toward the eaft. Nothing can equal its 

fb) Maillet, Defcfiptlon of Egypt. 
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tnajefty! At a diftance^ it is icen predo* 
minant over the city ; and, at iea, ferves as 
a fignal for mariners : near, it creates afto« 
nifhment^ mingled with awe: the ipeftator 
is never weary of admiring the beauty of the 
capital, the length of the {haft, or the grand 
fimplicity of the pedeftal j and, I am per* 
fuaded, were this column transported and 
placed before the palace of our kings, all 
Europe would come and pay their tribute of 
admiration, as to the moft magnificent mo* 
nument on earth ! 

Travellers, and men of literature, have 
made many fruitlefs attempts tp difcovcr to 
v/hat prince it was dedicated : the mod in- 
telligent have thought it could not be in ho- 
nour of Pompey^ iince Strabo and Diodorus 
Siculus have not. mentioned it ; they there* 
fore remained in doubt, from which Abul- 
feda, in my opinion, might have relieved 
them. He calls it the column of Severus, 
(c)^nd hiftory informs us this Emperor 

. CeJ Oua efcanderi£ aU ibat bahr eiroum, otia bcha 
elmcnarat e) mafliboura, ou^ beha Aamoud Severi* 

Alexandria is built on the fea Ihore) and poflcfles a 
famous Pharos, and the columa pf Severus. Abulfe- 
dca, Defcription of Eg^pt* 

vifitcd 
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vifited Egypt, (d) appointed a court of jufticc 
in the city of Alexandria, and deferved well 
of its inhabitants. This column was a 
mark of their gratitude; the greek in* 
fcription, half effaced, but vifible on the 
weftern iide, when the fun (hines on it, 
was no doubt legible in the time of Abulfe-- 
da, and contained the name of Severus. 
Neither is this the fole monument eredled to 
him, by the gratitude of the people of Alex- 
andria 5 in the midft of the ruins of Anti* 
noe, built by Adrian, is a magnificent co- 
lumn, the infcription on which ftill fubfifts, 
dedicated to Alexander Severus. Half a league 
fi)uth of the city is the defcent into the ca« 
tacombs, the ancient afylum of the dead* 
Winding alleys lead to the fubterranean ca* 
verns where they were depofited. The fub- 
urb of Necropolis (e) extended thus far, 

. (i) The Emperor Severus came to the city of AIcx- 
aodria, and granted th* people a fenate, which, till 
tbeo, had been under the authority pf a fmgle Roman 
magiftrate, having no national council, but, as lit the 
time of the Ptolemies, the will of the prince was then 
J*w. The benefaflions of Severus did not end here, 
for he changed feveral laws in their favour. Sparti* 
anus Vita Severi, cap. 17. 

(i) The city of the dead where there are gardens, tem- 
ples^ and ftately maufoleums. 

P 4 Advancing 
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Advancing tawairc) the &a^ \tt come to iUrge 
bajfon^ hewn in the rock which ftands on the 
ihore ; two hai^dfome apartments have beeo 
cut in the fides of the bafon, with banks eroT* 
£ng them ; into thefe the fea water rons, as 
clear and tranfparent as cryfta}, throogh t 
canal, dug with angular turnings to retain 
the fand ; and here I bathed. When feated 
on the rocky bank, the water rifes (bniewhat 
above the middle ; the feet reft on a foft fine 
fand; the waves are heard, roaring againft 
the rock> and foaming through the canal $ 
they enter, raife you up, retire, and, thus 
pailing and repaying, bring, with water con« 
tinually frefl), a coolneft moft delicious, un- 
der a fky fo fultry. This is vulgarly called 
Cl^patra's bath, and there are ruins which 
denote it was fornoerly embelli(hed. 

I muft bpt quit Alexandria, Sir, without 
bringing fopie of thofe memorable things to 
recolledtion which have happened in this ci-> 
ty^ Imagine you behold yonder mount, near 
which C»far, firing the arfcnal of the Alex- 
andrians, confumed a part of the Ptolemo^an 
library. . At the entrance of this port, repul- 
fed by his enemies, he threw himfelf, arm- 
ed, into ths waves; and, ever maimer of him- 
felf. 
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Mf, forefeeing the numbers of the flying 
would prefently fink his £hip, fwann to one 
more diftant : his prefence of mind (aved him; 
for his Tefiel and all on board were fwallowad 
op. Yonder Cleopatra, famous for her 
beauty, her talents, and arts, enfnared the 
hero, awhile reftrained his ever reftlefs am* 
bition, and, lulling him in the bofom of vo« 
loptoufhefs, led him in her train, up the Nile, 
at the very moment he ought to have fet fait 
for Rome, the gates of which were in dan-» 
ger of being for ever (hut upon him. Be- 
fide thefe columns, melancholy mementos 
of the gymnafium, the haughty queen of 
Egypt, feated on a throne of gold, received^ 
m prefence of the wondering world, the ti« 
tie of wife to Antony, who there facrificed 
fame to love. Loft in pleafures, having fuf- 
fered the moment of conqueil to efcape, (he 
cauied herfelf to be bit by an afpic, he fell 
upon his fword ; and thus, in death, afforded 
a menfiorable example to pofterity. 

Where yonder rubbi(h lies the mufeum 
Aood, once the afylum of fciences. Appian, 
Herodian^ Euclid, Origen, Phllo, and a mul* 
titude of other learned men, cultivated them 
there^ Ignorance and barbarifm have now 

overwhelmed 
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overwhelmed the country of the fine artf^ 
which nothing but feme prodigious revolu- 
tion can ever reftore. 

. This is a long letter. Sir; I (hall there- 
fore forbear to add obfervations on the man- 
ners and trade of the people of Alexandria r 
theie will find a place hereafter, and I haftea 
to quit a city where one exifts in the midft 
of ruins, where every object infpires grief^ 
where the inhabitants are a mixture of Moors 
and Turks whofe crimes have expelled them 
from their country, where the Bedouia 
Arabs come and rob you in open day, and 
where, in fine, nature, dead eleven months 
of the year, decks herfelf in a moaientary 
verdure only to inipire lafling regret 1 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER III. 

Tie route from Alexandria to Rofetta^ acrofi 
the defert ; ivitb the dejcription of Albou^ 
iir, formerly Canopus ; the famous temple 
if Serapis; the fejlhah held there i the, 
dangers of the defert y afid the delightful 
environs ofRofettai 



To M. L. M: ^ 

Roretta., 



K i 



RAVELLBRs, Sif, who go from AICJT* 
andria to Rofetta by land, leave the canal of* 
Faoua on the right, pafs near the ruina of' 
the grand cbcns^ and, 6d the left, meet* 
with the remains of Nicopolis, a fuburb- 
which was embellifhed by Auguftus, after 
bis vidory over Antony. Here, for the ^acc 
of two leagues, nothing is to be feen but ' 
heaps of rubbifh, burying the precious re- 
mains of antiquity. Coafting, afterwards, 
befide the fea, the profped extends on one. 
hand ov^r wsives, and on the other over fandy 
fields, of melancholy and arid uniformity, 

which 
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which is here and there interrupted by date« 
trees. The Bedouin Arabs bring their flocks 
to feed here, during winter, and, f n fummer, 
gather fouda (f) in heaps^ bum it, and fell 
the aihes to the inhabitants of Alexandria* 
ivho export it into' Syria, and the ifle of 
Crete, where it is ufed in making foap. 
Thefe wandering Arabs, on the firft tidings 
of a revolution in Bgypt, mount dieir horfes* 
infeft the high roads, and plunder travellers. 
Six leagues from Alexandria is the Madia^ 
(g) where there is a ferry, at the farther 
end of the canal of Canopus, which, taking 
its departure from Faoua, falls into the lake 
Behera. This lake is feven leagues in cir« 
cumference, and empties itfelf into, the fea, 
near Alboukir, (b} vAkxaAi (xoaML town is the 
ancient Canopua. Its diftance, fix leagues 
ffom Pharos, and its fituation^ on the iea. 
ihore^ perfectly agree with the defcnptioa 
the ^ancients have givea us of Caoopus*. 
Pliny, who had colk<Sked the authorities of 

ff) Kail, fouda, or glafs wort, k a creeping plant' 
whrch grows in the fands. 

(gj MaJiOi in Arabic, fignifies tlio pvffiigp ov«r a; 
lake, or river* 

(hj This place is called Bekicr, bj mariners. 

antiquity^ 
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anttquit/t iay^ it was formerly ai> UUnd^ 
which the afped of the place makes ere* 
dible; the land lies (o low, in the neigh- 
bourhood^ that the (ea covered it, in part, 
in Strabo's time, (ij The city, built on a 
rock, which forms an excellent road for 
ihipping, was fecure from inundation. 

Canopus was named after the pilot of Me- 
ndaits, who died there ; (i) his tomb was 
to be feen in the age when S. Epiphanius 
wrote. The pleafantnefs of its fituation, its 
temple of Serapis, and the cunning of its 
priefts, rendered it one of the mod famous 
places of pilgrimage in Egypt; multitudes 
came there from the mofl diftant provinces, 
and efpecially from Alexandria. Licentiouf- 
oeis reigned, during thefe feftivals, and plea* 
fure, more than religion, led the pretended 
worihippers of their God thither. The priefts 
were not lefs eminent as phyficians than as 
interpreters of the oracle : fkilful in reftoring 
their exhaufted patients by perfumed baths, 

fLj Strabo, lib. 17. 

fij Stnbo, lib. 17* Diodorus Siculus, S. Epipha« 
fiins, lib. 4. cap. 3. Tbefe authors confirm the opi* 
Juon of Homer, wbo makes Menelaut land In Dgypt 
OdTffey, lib. 4. 

in 
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in renovitiDg an injured ftomach by nutri- 
tive and fucculent food mingled with fpices^ 
and in heating their imaginations by volup- 
tuous pictures, they fucceeded in reani* 
mating the half loft fenfes. Their curea» 
all attributed to Serapis, were regiftered^ 
and this dazzled the people and encreafed 
their celebrity. Never had Divinity more 
adorers; never had priefts more ofl^rings. 
(I) Strabo affirms, the canaU between Alex- 
andria and Canopns, was loaded^ night and 

(I) Canopus contains a temple, dedicated to Serapis, 
where diftincl adoration is paid to this God, in whom 
the very beft people have faith.— Some of the priefts are 
employed in writing the miraculous cures, performed 
there ; others the oracles, which are there pronounced ; 
but the thing moft aftoniihing is to fee the prodigious con-* 
courfe of people, who come, from aji parts, to the fefifls 
of Serapis, down the canal of Alexandria, which is, day 
and night, covered with boats, full of men and women, 
who fing and dance with extreme licentioufnefs. Stra« 
bo, lib. 17* 

Thefe pilgrimages which exlfted in the time of Hero- 
dotus are ftill continued ; the Pagans went to the tern* 
pie of Serapis, the Turks go to the tombs of their fan-- 
tons, and the Copts to the churches of their faints ; 
;ill abandoji themfelves to mirth, nor has Turkifli gra*- 
vity aboHlhed the wanton fongs and dances which f^em 
to have originated with the Egyptians. 

day. 
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izy, with boats, containing pilgrims whole 
fongs and dances feetned infpiredby libidinous 
diforder, and frantic joy. This canal is at 
prefent dry, during one part of the year; 
and the ruinous town confifts only of huts, 
and a caftle, provided with a few pieces of 
artillery, to defend the road« 

Faffing the ferry. Madia, we come to a 
caravanfary, the fole afylum, againft thefe 
burning heats, to be met with during a 
journey of fourteen leagues. Beyond lies an 
extenfive, barren, plain, where neither ver- 
dure, tree, nor fhrub, are feen ; the eyes 
are half blinded, by a torrent of light ; the 
fldn parched by the fiery fun. Eleven co- 
lumns, eredted at proper intervals^ dire£fc 
the traveller acrofs the defert, where the 
wind agitates the faad hills till they refem- 
ble the waves of the fea. Woe be to the man 
who, in the midft of this defert, is overtaken 
by the noon day whirlwind ! If he has not 
a tent to (hclter himfelf, he is overwhelmed 
in drifts of burning duft; which, filling his 
eyes and mouth, deprive him of breath 
and life. The wifeO: way is to make this 
journey by flight* and then, at break of 
day, the traveller difcovers the palm and 

iycamore*^ 
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(ycamore-trees (m) which adorn the banki 
of the Nile^ and prefently arrivca at Rofetu, 
bathed in fweat and dew. 

When, after a long abode in the centre of 
roins^ and a moil fatiguing journey, one 
finds one's felf in the jmidft of a pleafant 
city, furrounded with groves and verdure, 
how does the foul dilate ! How is it dif« 
poied to enjoy all the beauties of nature I 
Such is the traveller who, quitting Alex* 
andria, comes to inhabit Rofetta: eicaped 
all the horrors of the defert, he thinks him* 
&If tranfported into another Eden, where 
every objedt is the fymbol of abundance. 

Rofetta, called Rafchid by the Arabs, 
ftands on the ancient Bolbitine branch, to 
which it has given its name. It was found* 
cd in the eighth century i (n) the increafing 

fand 

^jw^The Egyptian fycamore produces t fig, which 
grows on the trunk of the tree, amd not at the end of the 
branches, and which, though fomewhat dry, is eaten. 
This tree becomes exceedingly large, and tufted ; It feU 
dom grows ftraight, but is generally bent, and twifted | 
its branches extending very far, horizontally, afford ex- 
cellent ihelter $ its leaves are divided, and its wood, im- 
pregnated with bitter juice, is not fubjedl to be worm- 
eaten. The fycamore grows feveral ages. 

(n) Neither Father Sicard, Pocock, Nieburh, nor 
anv other traveller have fixed the time of the foundation 

of 
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fand banks of the Nile no longer permitting 
£hips to fail as far as Faoua, this new city 
was built at, though now two leagues diftant 
from, the mouth of the river. Abulfeda 
informs us it was an inconfiderable place in 
the thirteenth century, (o) nor had it greatly 
increafed two hundred years afterwards ; but, 
when the Ottomans added Egypt to their 
conquefts, they negledted to repair the ca- 
nals ; and, that of Faoua ceafing to be na« 
vigable, Hofetta became the ftore-houfe of 
the merchandize of Alexandria and Cairo. 
Trade foon made it fiouri(h, and it is now 
one of the pleafanteft towns in Egypt« It 
fpreads along the wcftern bank of ihe Nile, 
and is nearly a league in length, and one 

of Rofetta* Elmacln, p. 152, informs u§ it wa^ built 
during the reign of Elxnetcniakkel, Caliph of Bagdad, 
about the year 870, and under the pontificate of Gofmar, 
patriarch of the Jacobines at Alexandria. M. Maillet 
allovrs it to have been built only a hundred years, and 
thinks It replaces Canopiis. This is an error. I*rofper 
Alpinus has committed the fame' fault. 

(9) Rafchid balide ah garHel Nil el garbi and mefab^ 
Ufil bahr. Rofetta is a fmall city, built on the weftern 
biink of the weftern branch of the Nile, near its mouth. 

Belon, who travelled in Egypt in 1530, fays Rofetta 
Was fmaller than Faoua : at prefent it is one half larger 
than that city. ' 

VojL.l. E fourth 
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fourth as wide. No remarkable fquare is 
ieen here; no ftreet perfefily ftraight; bat 
the houfes^ built with terraces, ftanding 
afunder, and kept in good repair, have a 
pleafing air of neatnefs and elegance. With- 
in, they contain vad apartments, whereithe 
air has free circulation through a great num- 
ber of windows, kept always open : the lat- 
tices and tranfparent blinds break the fun'd 
rays, and thus render the light mild, and 
temper the excefs of the heat. The only 
remarkable public edifices are the mofques, 
the lofty minarets of which are built in a 
light, bold, ftile, and produce a pidurcfquc 
cfFeft, in a town where the roofs are all flat, 
by throwing variety into the piifture. Moft 
of the houfes have a profpeft of the Nile 
and the Delta ; a truly magnificent one ! 
Veflels and boats, fome rowing, fbme under 
fail, continually covf r the river ; while the 
tumult of the port, the mirth of the ma- 
riners, and their noify mufic, prefcnt a 
fcenc ever moving, ever alive. The Delta, 
that immenfe garden, where the exhauftlefs 
earth is never weary of .producing, affords 
an eternal view of harvefts, vegetables, flow- 
ers, and fruits, in fucceflionj the* abundant 

variety j 
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Variety of which, at once, gladdens the eyes 
and the heart. Various fpecies of cucum^ 
bets, delicious melons, the fig, the orange, 
the banana, the pomegranate, all grow here, all 
have here an cxquifite flavour. Yet how much 
might culture increafe their excellence, did 
the Egyptians underftand engrafting. 

North of the city are gardens, where ci- 
tron, orange, date, and fycamore- trees are 
promifcuoully planted; though this diforder 
is negligent, the' mingling of the frees, and the 
arbours they form, impenetrable to the fun's 
rays, together with the flowers fcatfered among 
them, render thefe groves moft enchanting. 

When the atmofphere is all on fire, when 
the big moifl:ure courfes down every mem- 
ber, when gafping man pants after cool air, 
as the fick after health, with what ecftacy 
does he go and refpire under thefe bowers, 
and befide the rivulet by vvhich they arc 
watered ! There the Turk, with his long 
jafmin pipe wrought with amber, imagines 
himfelf tranfported into the garden of deh'ght 
which Mahoniet promifed : thoughtlefs, in 
tranquil apathy, he fmokes the fun down, void 
of defire. Void of ambition; his calm paflions 
never caft one curious look towards futurity : 

E z that 
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that reftlefs adivity by which Wc arc tormen- 
ted, and which is the foul of all our knowledge, 
of all our works, is to him unknown ; content 
with what he poflefles, he neither invents 
nor brings the inventions of others to per- 
fedion : his life, to us, feems a long flum- 
bcr^ ours, to him, one continual flate of 
intoxication ; but, while we are ever purfu- 
ing happinefs which ever eludes our grafp, 
he peaceably enjoys the good that nature 
gives, and each day brings, without trou« 
bling himfclf concerning the morrow. 

Here, in thefe gardens, the young Geor- 
gians, fold into flavery by barbarous parents^ 
quit, with the veil which covers them, that 
decency they obferve in public. Freed here 
from all conflraint, they caufe lafcivious dances 
to be performed in their prefence, fing ten- 
der fongs, and relate tales, and romances^ 
which prefent an undiiguffed pidurc of their 
manners, and pleafures. Born in a tempe- 
rate climate, they receive from nature a foul 
of energy, and tumultuous pafTions ; brought 
afterwards into Egypt, the fire of the at- 
mofphere, the perfume of the orange flower, 
and the emanations of aromatic plants, vo- 
luptuoufly invade every fenfe: then does 

one 
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one fole care employ, one fole defire torment, 
them ; one only predominant want is felt ; 
the violence of which is encreafed by the 
reftraint under which they are kept. 

The principal wealth of Rofetta flows from 
commerce. The tranfportation of foreign 
merchandize to Cairo, and of the produftions 
of Egypt to the port of Alexandria, gives 
employment to a great number of mariners , 
their vefTels arc called fcherms ; (p) a light 
kind of boats, with lateen-fails, and which, 
having no deck, are very hazardous i a guft 
of wind, coming unexpedledly, turns them 
on their fide, and they founder. The Bo^ 
ga%y (q) for fo they call the bar at the 
mouth of the Nile, is a dangerous ihoal for 
them ; the waters here drive and ftruggle 
to find paffage into the fea, and, when the 
wind frefticns, the waves run mountain- 
high, forming whirlpools, which ehgulph 
veilels. The Bogaz is fhallow, and, in the 
extent of a league, there is feldom more than 

(p) Scheria, exprefles the fwiftnefs with which thefe 
fmall veiTels Ikim the waves ; the failors of Provence 
call them, by corruption, genne. 

(q) The word, Bogaz, is defcriptive of the agitation 
of the waves. 

E 3 a pafiage 
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a paflage of forrie few fathoms for the veilels^ 
which is continually changing : a boatman, 
or pilot, keeps founding, night and day, to 
diredl the mariners what courfe they muft 
fleer, who often are incapable, with all their 
art, to cope with the winds and waves ; they 
mifs the paflage, get on a, fand bank, and, 
in a few minutes, all is fwallowed up in 
a vortex of water and mud. Numerous 
fhipwrecks happen every year ; there have 
been feveral fince I h^e been here. A largo 
boat, richly laden, periflied yefterday, on the 
bogaz ; the paflengers leapt into the water ; 
an old and feeble man clung to the maO:, 
and difappeared with it; three young girls, 
after long ftwggling with the waves and 
current, were fwallowed up ; twQ robijft fai- 
lors got alhore ; a woman of thirty, who had 
tied a child (he fuckled round her with her 
fafli, fwam vigoroufly ; the defire of faving 
her infant gave her fortitude; yet, after an 
hour's contention, again ft the violence of the 
fea, this afFeflionate mother was on the 
point of perifliing, the vidlim of maternal 
love ; the boatmen, however, perceived her 
plunged into the Nile and haftencd to her 
affiftance; fpent with fatigue, fhe fcarcely 

could 
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could keep herfelf above water; but they 
fwam belidc, fupported, and happily brought 
her on (bore. Thefe melancholy fcenes are 
frequently renewed- 

The bar of the Nile is totally clofed^ two 
months in the year^ and the commerce of 
Alexandria iijterruptcd ; but, were it to be- 
come totally impaiTable, and were all the 
fhipping of Egypt to be fwallowed up, the 
Ottoman government would not remove one 
foot of earth from the canal of Faoua, to 
render it navigable/ Committed to their 
care, every thing perifhcs, nothing is re- 
paired. 

I have many more things. Sir, to tell you 
concerning Rofetta; but, as I (hall prolong 
my ftay in this city, I ihall wait till obfer- 
vation, and the fociety of its inhabitants, 
fliall have ilill better enabled me to execute 
my talk. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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Further remarks on Rofetta^ its foundation^ 
commerce 9 inhabitant s, and gardens ; with 
an account of the proceffion of the Pfyilif or 
ferfent-eaters^ 

To M. L. M* 

Rofetta. 

IvOSETTA, Sir, may well excite thp 
f^uriofity of a European, who fees fo many 
new objedls that he imagines himfelf tran- 
fportcd into another world: men and na- 
ture, all he beholfjs is changed. A dea^ 
filenpc reigns throughout the city, uninter- 
rupted by the npife of carriage ; camels arp 
the carriers l^ere j pothing alters or difturbs 
the * grave walk of the inhabitants : their 
long garments float down to their heels ; the 
ticad is loaded /with a heavy turban, or cri-» 
circled by a fhawl ; (rj they cut their hair 
off, and let their beards grow. Saflies arc 
common to both (cxts ; the citizen is armed 

(r) They wind the fhawl, fometimes made of lilk^ 
and fometimes of wool, in a long piece, round the head. 

with 
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with a knife, the foldiei" with a fabre, and 
two piftols. The wooien of low rank^ whofe 
clothing confifls of an ample blue ihift; and 
long drawers, cover theii faces with a bit 
of clothe having holes oppofite the eyes; 
the rich wear a large white veil, with a black 
filk mantle, enveloping the body like a do- 
mino^ fo that one would think them in maf* 
-queradc^ A ftranger fcarcely dares look at 
them^ to fpeak would be a crjme ; but thefe 
mafks are liberal of their iigns, and oglings ; 
and, as this is the only language they are 
permitted to ufe in public, it is more ex- 
preflive, more copious, and in much higher 
perfection than in Europe: every thing is 
faid, every thing is wonderfully well under- 
ilood, without opening the lips« 

The country is as different from the neigh* 
bourhood of Paris as is Rofetta from a 
town in France. An immenfe flat, without 
hill or mountain, interfeded by innume- 
rable canals; (rorn fields; branching fycar 
mores, whofe unperifhable wood preferves 
the mud^wall hut into which the hufband- 
man retires during winter, for he flceps 
under the fhade in fummer; date-trees in 
clufters, or fcatt^r^d over the plain, the pro- 

fufe 
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fuCc fnlt c£ which is imtritivct fweet, and 
falutary ; the ctflia» with flexible branches, 
decked In yellow flowers, and bearing a pod 
well known in Pharmacy; {"sj orange and 
citron^trees unmutilated by the pruning knifi?^ 
wfaofe projeding odoriferous boughs form 
arbours impenetrable by the Ain's rays ; 
fuch. Sir, are the objeds of the Delta> and 
fuch its principal trees and (hrubs« Win* 
ter does not rob them of their foliage, they 
are apparelled ail the year as if every month 
were May. 

The land is a black foil, the fertility of 
which feems inexhauflible ; ever productive 
and never fallow. The hufbandmen have 
been preparing the rice grounds. Oxen, 
blindfolded, turn a machine, with bucL* 
ets which empty water into a bafon, 
whence it is diflfufed over the fields, where it 
is left to remain a week : when the earth is 
thoroughly foaked, men, women, and chil- 
dren, naked up to the wafte^ walk and iink 

' (s) This pgd lefembles a kng, fmall, cucumber, 
and contains the caffia ufed in Pharmacy; the caffia 
of Egypt is much preferable to that of America, but, be- 
ing dearer, is negleded by the druggifts. The £gyp-> 
ti^n^ ufe the caffi4 flower as a laxative* 

deep 
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dwp into die mud, and eafily free the land 

from the old roots. This work done, rice of 

a foot high k tranfplanted into the rice bed, 

{fj where, watered every day, its rapid 

growth is aftoni(hing. The grounds, on the 

banks of the Nile, and the canals, are plant* 

ed about the end of July, and reaped in No* 

vember i the (heaves are fpread on the iloor i 

9, kind of low cart, with cutting wheels^ 

drawn by two oxen, is driven, by> man feated 

on it, over the rice, and the flraw is fepa- . 

rated from th^ grain, which is afterwards 

winnowed 5 it is next carried to granaries, 

where there is a mill that frees it from the 

hu(k ; and, thus prepared, it is mixed with 

fait, and enclofed in Couffes^ (u) made fromr 

i^t leaves of the date*tree. 

The rice grown round Roietta is known by 
the name Sultanu and it is a miilake to fup-^ 
pofe this rice is ever fent to Marieilles; be^ 
ing appropriated to the ufe and confumption 
of Conftantinople, there arc very rigorooa 
laws which prohibit its exportation. Th« 

{t) The word rice comes from the Arabic rou%^ 

(u) The word couffe is Arabic, and fignifies the oval 

panniers, made of date-tree leaves, in which tht rice i» 

eaclofed, 

mcrchantff 
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merchants of Provence takp in their cargoes 
at Damietta. 

As foon as the rice is down, the ftubble h 
torn up, the land flightty drcfled, and barley 
is fown^ w^iich prefcntly ripens. Thofe who 
prefer a crop of hay inundate the field, and 
fow it with lucerne, (x) which grows fo fal^ 
that, in twenty days, it is a foot and a half * 
high, and fo thick that its furface appears 
one folid verdure. It is three times cut before 
the feafon of tranfplanting the rice 5 thus, the 
&me, field will either yield two crops, of 
grain, one of rice, the other of barley, or 
four, one of rice and three of hay. This 
fecundity is, however, peculiar to the Delta ; 
where.the landj^ lying lower than in theThe- 
bais, may be watered all the year, by means 
of the canals and machines above-mentioned. 

Rofetta has a manufadory of cloth : the 
ikx pf the country, long, flexible, and filky, 
would make exceedingly fine linen, did they 
know how to work it ; but the fpinners arc 
very inexpert; their thread is coarfe, hard, 
and unequal. The cloth bleached in the 

(xj The Arabs call it Barjim^ it is the only hay 
known Tn Egypt. 

dew 
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dew is for taWc linen ; the reft, dyed blue, 
clothes the common people. 

One of my walks, round Rofetta, was to 
fee the caftle built by the Mamluks, to dc^ 
fend the paffage of the river. This is a fquarc 
building, flanked with four towerS, containing 
artillery; and ftands a league north of the 
town, on the wcftcrn bank of the Nile, Front- 
ing it is a platform furnifhed with cannon ; and 
thefc two forts, inconfiderable as they are, 
would be fufficient to impede the entrance of 
ihips, if the Turks underftood gunnery. Here 
however they are fafe ; Nature has been care- 
ful to defend the mouth of the Nile, by 
throwing up a dangerous bar, the terror of 
mariners; it would even be impoflible for 
gun-boats to pafs it, did not the boatmen 
of the bogaz ferve them as pilots. 

South of the city, on the bank of the 
Nile, Is a fmall eminence, in the midft of 
which, an antique tower, half buried, raifes 
its head. A large femicircular bafon, beneath, 
indicates a harbour, at prefent filled up. Some 
years ago, a Turkifh merchant, by caufing 
part of the rubbifli to be removed, found 
twenty beautiful marble columns : / this was 
to him an unfortunate difcovery. The Beys, 

thinking 
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thinking he had carried off concealed trea«» 
furcs, pillaged him of his wealth. None of 
the iearned, who have vifited Egypt, have 
endeavoured to difcovcr what city conld have 
been built here, (y) M. D'Anvillc fufpcds 
the ancient Bolbitinum might have ftood not 
far from the place where Rofef ta is built \ and 
he was not deceived, for the ruins I defcribc 
are near this city, and can only appertain to 
Bolbitinum, mentioned by Stephanus Byzanti- 
nus; which town gave its name to one of 
the mouths of the Nile. 

This is a moft pidurefque place ; the ruin- 
ous tower is furrounded- by tombs ; on the 
weft is a defert plain, over the burning ex- 
tent of which one cannot glance without 
fhuddering ; the flooding light, rtfledled from 
the fands, pains the fight, and the pidture of 
fterility fills the mind with melancholy. Bat 
turn to the eaft and how wonderful the con- 

OJ Neither Niebuhr, Shaw, Pocockc, nor Fathcf 
Sicard, mention it. Maillet, who was an exa£l ob- 
ferver, remarks there had been an ancient city in this 
place, which, he fuppofed, might have been Canopus ; 
but thefitc of Canopus is fo petfecHy defcribed, by Stra- 
bo, Pliny, Diodorus Sicuius, &c. that there can be no 
doubt it ftood where Alboukir now ilands. 

traft f 
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traft! How charming the view! Here the 
ma}cftic river is covered with boats^ and the 
Delta with all the graces of Ipring^ the hczu-- 
ties of fummer, and the profufe richnefs of 
autumir ; as far as the eye can fee are ver- 
dure, froits, and corn fields. Is not this the 
ptdure of that £den where the Creator placed 
the £rft of mortals ? 

You are acquainted with the PfyHi, thofe 
celebrated fcrpeat-eatcrs of antiquity, who 
fported with the bite of vipers and tlic cre- 
dulity of the people. Many of them in* 
habited Cyrenc, a city weft of AlexamJria, 
and formerly dependent on Egypt. You 
know the pitifal vanity of Odtavius, who 
wi/hed the captive Cleopatra fhould grace his 
triumphal car ; and, chagrined to fee that 
proud woman efcape by death, commanded . 
one of the Piylli to fuck the wound, the af- 
pic had made. Fruitlefs were his efforts ; (he 
poiibn had pervaded the whole mafs of blood, 
nor could the art of the Pfylli reftore her to life. 
Would you fuppofe. Sir, thefe ferpent-eatcrs 
ftillexift? I myfclf am a witncfs they do, as 
you fhall hear. 

The 



64 .LETTERS 

The fcftival of Sidi Ibrahim (z) was laft 
week held at Rofetta, and drew a vaft con«^ 
courfe of people. A Turk permitted me to 
fee the proceffion from his houfc, where, feat- 
c*d at the window, I obfcrved this novel fight 
with attention. The different trades gravely 
marched in files, each preceded by its banner ; 
the ftandard of Mahomet borne in triumph 
followed, and attrafted a prodigious croud ; 
all were defirous to touch, kifs, or put it to 
their eyes, and thofe who obtained this fa- 
vour, returned fatisfied; the tumult was re-, 
newed inceffantly. After this came the 
Cheiks, priefts of the country, wearing lea- 
ther-caps in the form of a mitre, and fing- 
ing, as they ilowly walked, the hymns of the 
Koran. A few paces behind them I perceiv- 
ed a company of men, apparently frantic, with 
naked arms, wild eyes, and enormous fer- 
pents in their hands, which twined round 
their bodies, and endeavoured to efcape. 

(z) Our Lord Abraham. The Arabs, being def^end- 
ants of Abraham, from Ifhmael, hold him in great vene* 
ration, and keep an annual feftival in his honour. 

Thefe 
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'f hcfc Pfylli, (a) fcizing thcrn forcibly by 
the necki avoided their bitei and, regardlefs 
of their hiflcs^ tore them with their teeth 
and eat them alive, while the blood flreamed 
from their defiled mouths ; oth«r Pfylli ftrug- 
gled with them, to force away their prey j 
the contention was who fhould devour a liv* 
ing (crpent. 

The aftoniflied populacd followed, and 
cried-^A miracle f They fuppofed thefe peo- 
ple infplredy and poflcficd by a fpirit, which 
deftroycd the effe<Ss of the bite of ferpents^ 
The defcription I have fent you is exa<£t; 
ihe^ fight firft terrified me^ atid afterwards 
led me to refledt on man, that ftrange crea- 
ture, to whom poifon becomes food ; that 
credulous being, who, blinded by his igno- 
tanee, cannot deted: a fraud which is annu- 
ally pradifed, but is prompted to worship 
one of his own fpecies, who has art fuffi- 
cient to deceive him. You perceive. Sir, . 

(aj The 'Pfylli, men of Cyrcnc,- poffcffed a fecrcl 
againft the poifon of ferpents. Strabo, lib. 17. 

Perlbps, by flseding on their flefli, th^y deftroyed the 
eSed of their bite. 

Vol* L F ancient 
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ancient ufages are not lofty in a country 
where that tyrant^ caflom, has particularly 
ereded his altars and his throne* 

I have the honour to be^ &c 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 



Voyage Jrom Rofetta to Boulac. Obfervations 
on the manner of navigating the Nile^ on the 
canals cut from it, the towns, villages and 
hamlets r built en their banks, the produSiions 
and cultivation cf the country, and the cuf- 
toms of the inhabitants. 

Rofetta, Oa, xft, 1777. 

jTjL N D noW| Sir, be pleafed to imagine mc 
on board a mach, that is to fay a large 
two mafted boat with an agreeable cabin, 
and a fmaller one hung with mats curioufly 
worked. A tent on the deck (hades me from 
the fun's heat, and, thus feated, from this 
charming profpedt will I endeavour to trace 
objects as they rife to view. It is now one 
o'clock, the anchor is weighed, the fail fwells 
and the north wind, which blows without 
intermiflion at this feafon of the year, with 
cafe carries us againft the current: briikly 
we cut the wave.s which whiten on the £row 
Fa of 
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of our fmall veflcl. The high minarets of 
Rofetta diminifh, and every moment new and 
delightful views fix our attention. The 
(hores of the Nile abound in reeds, the 
plains with corn; the rice is maturing for 
the fickle, and the wind, agitating its pliant 
furface, makes it refcmble the waving mo- 
tion of the fet; the hufbandman, whofe care 
it is to water the harveft> opens the fluices, or 
clofes the dams at pleafure ; the ox turns the 
noify creaking wheel which raifes the waters ; 
diftant cots and - hamlets rife, and now and 
then afew houfes of bricks, fun-dried^ and 
now we behold a fmall mofque, with its* mi* 
uaret by lurns concealed and feen among tht 
tall trees, furrounded by the orange, the 
palm-, and fycamore, every gbjcdt fecms to 
Tpring from the bofom of profufion and ver- 
dure ! We have already paft various villages^ 
and an illand, on the banks of v^hich water 
melons grow ; of thefe we have made ample 
provifion, for it is impofTible to be fatiatcd 
with themV Nurtured it) a rich foil and 
Tipencd by a penetrating fun, here, amid 
thefe heats, their melting fweetnefs is mod 
delicious; and, what encreafes their value, 
«ioft healthy; they may be eaten to excefs> 

- * without 
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withoat danger or inconfrcnifence. The ifland 
where we obtairred 'ihefn lies between the 
villages Berimbal and Mebaltif etEmir. 
^ Yonder we ^perceive a branching canal, 
which, quitting the Nile, goes probably and' 
difcharges its' waters in the lake Bebirh, 
dirough which there is a paffage to Canopus ; 
and now wc arrive at Deyrout^ a charming 
vHlagc on the weftern bank of the Nile. — 
The fun declines, and his departing rays 
gild the towering minarets of FaoUa, of which 
wc have a twilight glinipfe y we (hall remain 
^1 night within light of this city« 

From on board^ Oft. 2d. 

Faoiia is fallen from its ancient greatnefs ; 
in the time of Belon (I) it was fecond on- 
ly to Grand Cairo. The Venetians kept a 
Conful there, and merchandife was brought 
thither up the canal that leads to Alexandria'; 
but, this being no longer navigable, Rofetta 

(b) Wc have before faid' Belon vifitcd Egypt in the 
fifteenth century, about fifteen years after the Ottoman 
conqueft. This naturalift traverfed the greateft part of 
the Eaft, and imported various exotics into Fraiipe. To 
bim we are indebted for the evergreen oak, which, in th^ 
depth of winter, preferves a faint image of fpring. 

F 3 is 
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i$ now become flouriihing^ and Fabuahtt 
loik, with its commerce, the fource of its 
fplendor. I have taken a hafiy furvey of it,, 
attended by the Janiilary who accompanies 
me.. Large ruinous buildings ; fquares, load*. 
ed with rubbiihi brick houfes, out ofcci^ 
pair, many mofqucs, deprived of all orna--. 
ment; but few inhabitants, and thofe poor; 
fuch are the melancholy remains of this ce«. 
lebratcd city of the Milefians. fcj Built in 
the neighbourhood of Canopus, and fome« 
what infected by the fame immorality, tho 
inhabitants permit proftitutes to live in a pub*« 
lie Kan, and wink at their difordcrs. They 
intercept paffengers, before whom they fing 
and dance, after the manner of their country : 
nothing can be more licentious than their 
fongs, or more lafcivious than their looks 
and geilures. In the neighbourhood of this 
city ftood Naucratisj which alfo was founded 
by the MileHans* 

From on board, OA^ 3<!« 
The ever favourable north wind has fore* 
run the dawn, and the mariners have un- 
furled their fails; and now with eafe we cut the 

(cj I obfcrvcd, in my firft letter, that it was the Mile- 
fians who built the city at prefent called Faoiia. 

rapi^;. 
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rapid current, have already paft feveral illands, 
almoCi under water ; and hachlets of which 
we caught an occafional, glance, amidft the 
luxuriant verdure ; already we are five nailes 
fi*om Faoiia, oppoiite the mouth of the canal 
dug by'Alexander^ and which the negligence 
of the Turte has fuffered to be in part fiHsd up» 
Four leagues down its ftream ftands the little 
town of Damanbour^ inhabited by Copts and 
Mahometans, which is the Hcrmopolis Parva 
defcribed by Ptolomy, Strabo places it befide 
the river, but we muft underftand by this the 
canal of Alexandria. Abulfeda has precifcly 
marked its fcite. (dj The neighbouring lands 
produce miich flax, wheat, barley and cotton^ 
which is an annual plant, 

Ab we advance we fee multitudes of boats^ 
fome gliding with, and others ploughing 
againft the fiream; we hear the rude and 

(d) Damanbcur is a town of Egypt to the South-caft 
of Alexandria, near thq canal which runs thither; it Is 
the capital of Behiroy and is called Damanbour of the 
defert. (*) Oua men balad mafr Damanhour. Oua hlc 
ii-I-ihark, ou:l-I-genoub en Elefcanderie. Oua hie caadat 
clbchire- Oua leha Kalig Elefcanderie. Oua taaref Da« 
manhoiir el ouaehefli. Abulfeda Dcfcription of Egypt. 

(*) So calledto diHinguifli it from two towns of thefame nain^^ 
it being not far from the defart in which are the lakes of 
Natroun* 

F 4 * noify 
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noify mufic of the marinersy who mingle their 
boarfe voices with the tambour de bafqiie 
and the artlefs reed flute. The& concerts 
charm not the ear, yet do they iniph^ the 
}}eart with gladnefs. And now herds of oxen 
low in the meadows -, the huibandmeii peo« 
pie the plain to water their harveftsi the 
maidens come from the villages, to waih their 
linen and draw water; they drefs themiblves 
beiide the Aream; their pitchers and their 
clothing lie fcattered on the batak; they 
rub their bodies with th« mire of the 'Nile, 
plunge into it, and fport among its wavest 
Several of them came fwimming round our 
boat, and crying y^ J!d$ at maydi: Give me 
a medin. Sir. (e) They fwim with grace^j 
and their hair^ knotted in treffes, floats upon 
their Shoulders ; their ikins are of a fivarthy 
jlark. brown, but, in general they are ex- 
ceedingly well formed, and the eafc with 
which they fwim, againfl the rapid flream, 
is a proof of the force and agility which ex- 
prcife will beftow, on the moft delicate bo- 
dies. I'hus the beauteous Nauficaa, (f) hav-^ 

(e) The medin is a fmall piece of plated copper 
tJ^orth three farthings. 

if) Odyffey, book the 6th. 
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fog wafticd her garments, bathed Iwith hci 
companions, whenUlyflcg iihexpeCtedly ftood 
naked before them, f^^ 
• The wfhd freftifcris, knd our bark f^yifdy 
fcot8 the tide } Ae itprtuons courfe of the Nile 
every moment prefents us a new profpedt $ 
here a village lofing itfelf in the diftant ho* 
rizon, there a town, with a mofque and t 
grove of orange trees growing by its fidei 
^ad every where dove houfcs, of a pyramidal 
form, in which innumerable flocks of pigeoni 
^re aflembled. Fed on thefe fertile plains^ 

(i) UJyfles was fliipwreckcd on the Pheacian coaft, 
where, overcome with fatigue, heflept, among the bi^ikes, 
on a bed of flowers j thither Kauficaa and her compar 
xsions came, to waih their garments in the river, and^ 
having bathed^ amufed themfelves with throwing ftones, 
one of them fell near Ulyfles, who awaking, ran to the 
place whence the found of voices proceeded. At the 
fight of a man, who had no other covering than the bough 
of a tree, the female flaves all fled, but the daughter of 
Alcinous remained- With dignity flie liftened to the 
unfortunate Oranger, gave him confolation, recalled her 
maidens, commanded them to wafh and clothe him, in a 
tunic and a mantle. The poet hras painted, with admir- 
able art, in the perfon of Nauficaa, the noble dignity 
of birth and virtue, who, certain of herfelf, fled not at 
the fight of a naked man, and whom, being probably 
wretched, file might fuccour* 

they 
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they^^re plump and delicate^ and cmly cQft 
three medins a couple: the inhabitants 
manure their plantations of water melons 
with their dung. Night draws on^ and each 
takes to his arms; for the Nile fwarms with 
pirates, who attack boats, under favour of the 
darknefs, aflafllnate palTengers, who are off 
their guard, and fei^e their effedts. Wc 
have caft anchor j the matter colledls his crew, 
and, with a grave deportment, relates mar- 
vellous tales ; to which his circular audience 
liilens with filent attention^ 

From on board, 0£l, 4« 

f^ Wc have lain all night between a fmall 
ifland and the mouth of the canal of Menouf, 
which communicates with both branches 
pf the Nile, this of Rofetta, and the other 
of Damietta, .and obliquely intcrfcfts the 
Delta. It is fifteen leagues long, very wide, 
and navigable three months in the year. 
Four leagues down the ftream, on its banks, 
is thepleafant city of Menouf; (h) the ca- 
pital of the province and the refidcnce of thp 

{h) The Delta is divided into two provinces, in 
which two Beys rcfidc. Menouf is the capital of the 
upper, and Mehala el Kebira of the lower \ the firft is 
Ciilled Menoufia, the latter Gaibia, 

Bey. 
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Bef. It ilands in the midA of fertile fields;. 
ibwn with wheats lyeans, bamier^ (ij and. 
dourra; ^ij (haded by grova$ of tamarind, 
and date-trees, and inhabited by flights of 
pigeons, which, ^ever hearing the terrifying 
explofion of powder, are as gentle as <mt 
domeftic doves« 

By break of day the north wind had £lle4 
our &Us, and we coafled among ifles, the 
grafs of which grows exceedingly high, and 
fdrves a$ pafturage for buffaloes. The herdf-* 
nan, icated on. the withers. of the foremoft^ 
defcends the banks of the river, fmacks his 
whip, and leads the way ; the whole herd 
follow, and lowing fwim to pafture, blow-* 
ing the water from their large noftrils* 
puring the fummer heats they live in thd 

(!) The bamicr bears a pyramidal pod, in feveral 
diviCons, of a citron colour, and full of fpicy feed; 
When cooked with meat, this pod is very wholefome 
food, and very agreeable to the tafie* The Egyptians 
are liberal of it in their ragouts* 

(i) The Dourraj or Indian millet, is a tall plant with 
a reedy leaf; it bears a pod 'that contains much grainy 
of which the hufbandmen make bread. Tournefort calls 
it, Milium arundinacium plam 4ilb<ique fnnini : Linnaeus, 
h9kus d9r0{lum$ vilk^sjtminihut i^m^nJIU arijlatis. 

Nile, 
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Nile, lying among the - waters tip to tfie 
neck, ahd 'feeding .On the* -tender lierb that 
grows upon it^ -tanks. - Tf)c c6ws yiekl 
Sundance of rkfh rniJki ^^which the inha-* 
litants make e^icellent buttfer, 
* Our view is bbunded, on thie (buth, hy a 
grove of dates and lycamores, l>ehind which- 
liie tefty minarets of Terf^na appear. This 
little town, built on the weft ot the Nile, is 
but eight leagues from the taonftftery of 8t^ 
Macarius. Hither the natroun is brought, 
which is obtained from two" lakes and nracK 
tifed by the Egyptians.* Some miles higher; 
among the fliade ^of palm*tfees, we 'fee the 
fmall port of Oiiardan 5 where feather Sicar4 
burnt heaps of ancient manufcripts, depofitcd 
fn a dove-hoofe, pretending they were books 
of magic. (IJ pTbus, in a momentj^ blind fa- 
naticifm deftroys tlie treafures of ages. 

(1) The following paflage is frpmTather Sicard. *^ 1 
** was informed that'adove-h'oure. In this village, was fil- 
*5 Jed with p^pers^ coixuining magic charafters, bought oT 
V fome religious Copts, and SchiTmatics :* I performed 
** my duty, witKoyiV refiftance, and ereSed the Jerufa- 
** Jem crucifix^ wliich the Copts revere, with great de- 
** votion, in iheir ftcad." Lettres EdtfianteSj page 53. 
By this it'appeatsHic there burnt fhefc manufcripts, full 
of l^roglyphic charafters. 

The 
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: 'Th<fc foil li«s 'half run his courfc ; we have 
left Ouardan on our rights and> if the wind 
continoesy (hall reach ^oulac to-day. Not 
a Village wc pafs but we fee the children, of 
both fcxcs, excelling themfelves by fwim* 
fning: they daub themfelves with mud, 
)>lunge into the water, and land but to dive 
agayi. Swimtmng is here the pleafure of 
neceflity. Egypt being every where inter- 
fered by largo and deep canals, which are 
fttU of water in the time of inundation^ it ii 
often neceiTary to crofs feveral of them, in go- 
ing from one town to another; and, on 
thefe occaiions, men and women ftrip them- 
felves of their light clothing, their fliirts 
and drawers, tie them like turbans round 
the head, and betake themfelves to fwim- 
miog.- A European rs furprizcd to fee the 
females preferving a fmall morfel of cloth 
to cover only their faces : a Turk could 
cafily explain this phenomenon. 

We are arrived at the angle of the Delta 
where the Nile feparates, and vfrhere it is 
two miles wide; the Arabs call this part 
of it Batn elBaiara-, the Cow's Belly. And 
now, for the firft time, we perceive the 
tops of the two great pyramids, which are 
. 1.' t eight 
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eight leagues diftant, and are gilded by the 

rays of the fettlng fun : they refemble two 

pointed mountains, loft in the clouds. Hail 

to thefe monuments, the moft ancient of the 

works of men ! The very .fight infpircs 

religious awe ! How many generations have 

pafled away fince thefe enormous piles have 

flood at the foot of that mountain where 

they ftill remain ! The (hades of night en* 

velop them ; and our failors,^ now near the 

chd of their voyage, make the air refoond 

with their riotous joy; they light up the 

Ian thorn, which is to prevent the veflel from 

being run down^ and perhaps funk, by the 

innumerable boats which pafs and rcpafs„ and 

we are riding in the midft of an ever varying 

illumination. It is now eleven o'clock, and 

we have caft anchor before Boulac, the port 

of Grand Cairo. 



LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

Grand Cairo, the capital of Egypt y defcribedi 
enquiries concerning its Joundation^ witi 
proofs from the mojl authentic Arabian 
•writers. 

To M. L. M. 

JL HAVE now been nine months an inha- 
bitant of Grand Cairo, that immenfe city, 
where Europeans crouch in the duft, and 
where the name of Frank is opprobrious. 
(m) There the fanatic laws of Mahomet 
reign 'triumphant, and the MuiTulman, funk 
in Ignorance, imagines himfelf the moft fu- 
blime of beings : with fecret fatisfadtion he 
applies to himfelf the following te^tts : 

** You are the people on earth moft ex- 
** cellent^ your laws ordain equity, forbid 
" crimes, and you believe in God/' 

** The Chriftians, unbelieving Jews, and 

(m) The moft reproachfut epithet zn Eg}'ptran can 
ufe is the word Frank, which is the general denomina- 
tion for Europeans. 

'* idolaters. 
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** idolaters, are the moft perverfe of men ; 
" but the faithful, who praftifc virtue, are 
** the moft perfeft work of Heaven." (n) 

This oracle, which no one is fo incredu- 
lous as to difpute, feeds their pride, and 
they tread under foot all who are not of 
their faith^ To avoid being infulted by 
the populace, and accomplifli the purport 
of my voyage, I have affumed the fafbit 
and manners of a Turk; my tanned ikin 
IS become Egyptian ; a fhawl, bound round 
my head, conceals my hair, and long whif- 
kers (hade my cheeks* Thanks to this me* 
tamorphofis, and the eafe with which I 
fpeak Arabic, I unmolefted walk the ftreets 
of this city, and its environs ; and live fa- 
miliar with its ftrange inhabitants. Curio- 
fity often leads me beyond the limits of pru* 
dence, but the voice of rcafon is feeble where 
an imperious paflion rules. To this paffion^ 
however, you are indebted for defcriptions^ 
which will, at leaft, poffefs the merit of 
being exadt. 

Grand Cairo is a modern built city -, this 
is proved, beyond all doubt, by the writings 

(n) Koran. 

of 
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of the Oriental hiftorians. I will cite their 
own words j for, when we fpcak of their 
times, they themfelves can certainly afford us 
the beft information. 

•'In the year 358 of the Hegyra, (0) 
^^ Jaubarf General of McaZf and defcendant 
•* of the princes of Kxrouan^ entered Egypt^ 
<' at the head of a formidable army^ and 
*' conquered it from the Abaflides. (p) From 
'' that time, the prayers were read in the 
♦* name of the Fatimites. fq) The con- 
^^ queror, wanting a place in which to 
*' eftablifli hid foldiers, laid the foundations 
*'.of Elkahera, (rj built a palace for the 

(•) Elmacin, page 222. 

(p) The caliphs of Bagdad, flumbering upon the 
throne, were fucceiEvely ftripped of their vaft domi<* 
tiions, by their governors s till, of a power which made 
the whole world tremble, nothing remained, except the 
title, and the barren privilege of being named firft at 
prayers, in all the mofques. The conqueft of Moaz 
deprived them of that honour, which was not reftored to 
them till 207 years after, when Salah Eddin, of the fa- 
mily of the Ayoubitcs, feized on Egypt. 

(q) The Fatimite caliphs derive their origin from All, 
who efpoufed Fatima, the daughter of Mahomet. In the 
ytzT 296 of the Hegyra, they founded a kingdom, on the 
toaft of Africa j whpre they reigned till the year 567. 

(r) The city the Europeans call Grand Cairo. 

YoL. I. G [[ Emperor, 
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^^ £mpetx)r» aiid commanded the taobillty 
"• and army to inhabit thi$ new city* Four 
years after this> Moaz forfook his king** 
^< dom^ in Barbary, and caitie to enjoy his 
*^ conqucft. This year the building of Grjtnd 
''. Cairo was completed, and the dominion 
•* of the Fatimites rendered permanent," 

Moaz/in a iolandate to his fon, has the 
following words^ *•* Al the moment this 
^^ city was founded^ the planet Mars was in 
^'afcenfion; and it is Mars who conquers 
^* the univerfe ; (s) therefore have I given it 
" the name of Elkahera/* ftj The founda- 
tion of Grand; Cairo has been a fubfe<^ of 
difputc, and error, among travellers,, and 
learned men ; (u) permit me, therefore. Sir, 
to add, to th? teftimony of Elmacin, the de- 

icription 

(sj The excavations were dug, which ftirrounded the 
city; materials were prepared; *the aftronomers, with 
mathematical inflrumentj, obferved the afcent of Mars ; 
at the proper moment, the fignal was given, and the 
foundation of Elkahera was laid, with (houts of joy. 

ftj The word Elkahera- is the name of the planet 
Marsj and likewife iignifics viAorious. 

(u) Profper A! pin us fays, ** Grand Cairo is the city 
*« which the ancients called Memphis/' Voyage 4* Eg^pte^ 
page 17. . 

Father Sitafd pretends Grj\nd Caira was built by 

- ' • ' • ■ Eba 
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feriptioh of Abalfeda. (x) This writer, fa* 
ffious both as a geographer and hiftorian^ 
has bequeathed us many interefting particu- 
lars no where elie to be found. 

•* Bcfide Foftat, (yj a little to the north, 
**Aands the city of Elkahera^ built by th# 
^' Fatimite caliphs. Thefe princes, who had 
«< founded an empire on the coaft of Bar- 
" baiy, became maftcrs of Egypt. The 
^ ficft conqueror who reigned there was 

£bn el Aas, the lieutenant of Oouur. Lgttres BtUJhnUs^ 
page 466. 

The paffages I have cited arc fufficicnt to refute thefe 
European writers ; whofe opinion, void of proof, is cqn* 
tradi£lory to all Oriental hiftory. 

(x) ^ Oua ala janeb el Foftat men (hamaliha, medi- 
^ net dkahera, ahedflia elkolfaelfatemioun Ellazin Za- 
^ harou Belgarb, torn melekou el mafr ; oua kaH aoual 
*^ men melek menhom temafr Moaz eba.Elmanfor-^. 
^ Oua akhtat dkabera fi titii tcflaa oua khaipfin, oua^ 
^ talac xnaiat ; oua canet etkahera biftanlebe, taijoun, 
'* aiaelcarb men medinet mclkhom elmarouf^belcataiah^ 
^ oua famet clkahera Tdtefaoual ai ickbor men klialef 
^*amrha; oua elfcahera lelft ala fhatt el Nil, belii 
*^ Iharkio ; oua el Foftat ala bafat el Nil ; oua hie 
'* mafaatt, ou acllaa Itflmarakeb, ou^ befabab. Zalek far 
** el Foftat aftar re2x:a, oua arkas afaara men clkahera." 
Abiilfeda's Defcripthn (f Egypt ^ 

(y) Foftat is the city which we improperly call Old 

G 2 •. •'Moagf, 
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** Moaz, the fon of Elmanfor,-^Hc Hid the. 
«* foundation of Cairo, in the year 359 of 
«* the Hcgyra* — The ground on which it 
« was built was a garden, belonging to the 
** fon of Toulon, (7^) which, ftood bc- 
«* fide the royal quarter of Catayah, (a) 
'• in' which he rcfidcd. This new city was 
** named Elkahera, as predictive of the con- 
^' quefts it (hould hereafter obtain over its 
V enemies. It is not, like Foftat, fituated 
'^ befide the river Nile, but a little to the 
<* eaft ; for which reafon the latter is heft 
'' adapted to trade 3 boats come up to it 

(%) Toulon, a famous governor of Egypt, rebdied 
againft Abou Elabbas, the fon of Elmetouakkel, the 
fifteenth caliph of the Abaffides, in the year 264 of the 
Hegyra, and made himfelf mafter of the country^ over 
which his defcendants reigned till the year 292^ when^ 
being vai)qui£hed by Mabommed, general of MoAefi 
Bellah, the feventeenth caliph of the Abaffides^ they 
were brought to Bagdad. Elmacin. 

(a) Toulon built a fuburb, on the north of Foftat, fi^ 
large that they called it the royal city pf Catayah. 
This fuburb is now Included in Ghrand Cairo, and ftill 
contains . a magnificent mofque, which this prince 
caufed to be built, as well as the palace he inhabited, 
which is at prefent known by the name of Calaa elka* 
beck. • 

''from 
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'* from all Egypt, and provkions arc ex- 
*< cccdingly cheap there," 

Abulfeda, and experience^ both, tell us 
the iituation of Grand Cairo is not io advan- 
tageous as that of Foftat ; nor is its dift- 
ancc from the Nile the only difad vantage 
felt there : the fteril chain of mountains, 
called Mokattam, totally void of verdure, 
prefenting a profpedt of arid fand, and ftones 
calcined by the fun, are on its eaft ; and, 
when the north wind docs not blow, reflcS 
a fuflbcating heat on the city ; the inhabi- 
taofts breathe a burning air, and are obliged 
to wait till night for refrefliing coolnefs* 
For this reafon, it was long before any 
thing was to be feen where Cairo now flands 
but gardens, pleafure houles, and barracks for 
the troops ; it owes its fudden increafe to an 
incident, which I fhall relate with pleafure, 
becauie it afFeds our own hiftory. The 
French, under the command of king Lufig- ^ 
nan, extended their conquefts over Syria, and 
carried their victorious arms as far as £gypt« 
**' Ini the year 564 of the Hegyra' f^J they 

«' took 

(ij ^^ Oua fi s6n€ arba oua fettin oua khanjse maiXt 

** elfrangt melekou bribes, ouii nahabouha, oua catalou 

G 3 •* ahdha 
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«^ took Belbeis by aflault^ put a part of the 
^' inhabitants fo the fword» and led the reft 
«< captive. Elated with fuccefs, they marched 
*' toward^ and ieized on, Cairo. Sbaouar^ 
'* king of Egypt, fet fire to Foftat, fearing 
^ it would fall into their hands, and the 
flames fpread to rapidly that the city 
burnt during four and fifty days. Unable 
to repel, by force, his enterprizing ene^ 
mies, this feeble prince had recourfit Xm 
*' artifice ; he gave them a hundred tbonfimd 
^' dinars (crowns of gold) and promifed tbenci 
^^ a million, on condition they would rettfps 
" they did fo, and loft their conqueft and 
*' the promifed fum/' 

By the difafter of Foftat, Grand Cairo be- 
came enriched ; the unfortunate inhabitants 
quitted their afhes, and took refuge in the 
new city, which affumed the pompous far- 
name of Mafr^ peculiar to the capital of 

'* ahelha, oua efrouhom; torn iarou men belbcs oua 
•* nazelouala clkahera oua hafcrouha, Feharac Sha-- 
** fuar medinet mafr raufan men en icmlckha elfrangt ; 
^* fe baquait c^lnar t^hrokba .arbaat oua khamfio iouin'^ 
*^ oua faneh Shaouar elfrangi, ala elf elf dinar, iehmeiha 
** eleihom, fe hamal eleihom maiat elf dinar, fe falhom 
*^ en ierhelou an elkahera kicdar alft gtmii* tlmal oua 

*^ 1)^^% fp rahalou.'' ^^bul/cda. 

i • :; Egypt, 
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Egyptt imd Salab FMin came here, and efta- 
bliftied the dynafty of the Ayoubites. (c) 

" In the year 572 of the Hcgyra, he built 
" the walls which furround Grand Cairo, and 
" the caftlc on mount Mok^ttain. (d) The 
" circumference of thefe walls was 29,300 
'' cubits, (about three leagues) and he conti* 
** nued this work till. his death." f^J 

Thttc walls arc fiill almoft perfeA, though, 
occaiionally a)uch -concealed by rains ^d 

(e) The famous Salafa^ddin, or Saladin, who tvC'cnt/. 
years warred with the. Franks, and drove them aIiiio(t' 
eotirdy from the Eaft, was apfointed governor of £gypr» 
byNour EddiO} in, the year 564 of the Hegyra, of which 
he became fovereign three years after» and rapidly ex« 
tended his Conqueft^ in Syria and Mefopotamia. He' 
ivas born at 9/iTft/, aftrong place between Bagdad and- 
Mo/ul, in the year 533 of the He^rai and dnd at Da^ 
mafcus in 582. ' . , " . 

(d) '* Fi hade elTene (etnin oua khamse maiat) amar 
*^ Salah Eddin beinan eflour eddiar ala mafr clkahcra, * 
** oua elkalaat ala eggeba! dmok'attain:^ -Oua dour telk 
^^ teflaat oua alherin elf idraa^ oo^ talat maiat draa, oua • 
" fam izel elaml il a en mat.'* 

Lif< of Sulah Eddin. 

(f) This paflage abfolutely overttirj)$ the opiniop. of, 
Father Sicard, who fays the caftle was built by Queen 
Semiramis i and alfo that of Shaw, -Nidbuhr, and many 
other writers, whq hav^ fuppofed it the fqrucfs of Baby- 
Jon> which the ?cilians built In Egypt. .. , •. 

G 4 houfes: 
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houfes : they have (everal gates^ of fimplc 
and majeftic architcAure ; which, with fome' 
mofqueSy defcrve the admiration of travellers* 
Salah Eddin^ the protedor of letters, built a 
univerfity in the quarter of Caraffe ; alio the 
beautiful mofque in which is the tomb oiSbaf- 
fey^ the founder of one of the four fkQc^ of the 
Sunnites. (f) The mofque ftill fubfifts, but 
tha univerfity is in ruins, and the academy Dja-- 
mob Elajhar (the mofque of flowers) has fup^ 
plied its place. Arts and fciences flouriihed 
till the Turks became mafl:ers q£ Egypt, but 
then decayed. Enemies to human know^ 
ledge^ they have fti^ed' wifdom and learning 
thfou|^hout their whole empire; their pnly 
ftudies, at prefent, are theology, while their 
innumerable* commentators have made a chaos 
of the Koran; grammiar, which is neceflaty to 
read this book corre&ly, in which is con- 
tained their religion and laws ; and aftrology, 
a ftudy to which ignorant nations always aro 
addi&ed. 

In the fifteenth century. Grand Cairo was 
one of the richeft and moft flourifhing cities 

(f) Thofe fe£b of the Sunnites, called orthodox by 
the Mahometans, are Sbaffiy^ H^ntfiy Hanbafi, and 

in 
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ia die worlds the emporium of Europe and 
Aiia, and traded from the Straits of Gib^ 
raltar to the fartheft limits of India, The 
difcovery of the Cape of Good-hope, and the' 
Ottoman conqueft-, have deprived it of a great 
part of its opulence and fplendor : yet, not- 
withftanding many of its canals, which 
brought the treafures of the Eaft and Weft, 
arc become dry, and the city itfelf groans 
under the yoke of the Pacha and four and 
twenty Beys, its admirable fituation, and the 
fertility of Egypt, arc advantages fo great 
that, in a fpace of three leagues, it ftill con« 
tains a multitudinous people, and immenlc 
riches. 

I hope. Sir, the authorities above cited 
will ascertain the origin of Grand Cairo. 
Before I am more circumftantial concerning 
this city, it feems necefTary to defcribe Foftat, 
of which I have fpoken fo much, and this 
W^l be the fubjeA of my next letter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LJp: T. 
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furnamc of Mafr, (i) which Memphis had 
before borne, and which the Arabs always 
gave to the capital of Egypt ; and its fitoation, 
on the banks of the Nile, and near a canal 
communicating with the Red Sea, fbon 
made it flourifh. It was about two leagues in 
circumference, when Shaouar, (i) five hun- 
dred years after its foundation, fet it on fire, 
to preferve it from the French. This was 
the fatal period of its power; for, with ita 
inhabitants, it loft its trade and riches. Grand 
Cairo then became the abode of lords and 
kings, and received the pompous name of 
Mq/r. Foftat, then, added the epithet E/afiJi^ 
fignifying the ancient, to that of Mafr, 
which it preferves to this day. (/) 

To 

frV^Thc Arabs pretend that Mifraim, the fon of 
Ham, came and fettled in Egypt, which they, . there- 
fore, call Mafr ; and bellow the fame epithet on the 
metropolis of the country. 

(i) See the preceding letter. 

flj The oi*iental hiftorians have never called Foftat 
by the name of Kahera (Cairo) ; they iirft named it 
Foftat, then Foftat Mafr ; and, fmce its decline, Mafr 
Elatik. The Venetian merchants firft gave it the name 
of Old Cairo, and travellers have repeated the error* 

Oua Foftat madine mahedta benaha amrou ebn elaas^ 
lamnu fatah diar mafr fi khalafet Omar. Oua can ft 
mauda el Foftat Cafr men bena claouail iecal lo cafr 

clftiamah. 
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To the aboTCf defcription of Eknacih the' 

learned Ahulfeda adds circumfUaces which 

throw great l^t on hiftoiy. ^' Amrou, fon 

^^ of El Aasy halving conquered Bgypt^ laid 

** the foundation of Foftat^ under the Cali- 

^ phet of Omar. Near the place on which 

'* he built It was an antique ca(Ue> called 

•^ tie Ca^k of Lights. The mofque of Omar, 

^' built at a Uttle di{l»nce from the ground 

^* on which the general had ereded his tent» 

<< iloGkl within the city* Foftat Mafr was 

'^ the feat of government^ in Egypt^ till the 

** time that Ebn Toulon built, north of its 

*' walls, the fuburb o(Cafaya&, to which, he 

^^ retired with his army, and there founded 

the celebrated temple which bears his 

name/' (m) 

The outlines of the cadle, mentioned by 
Ahulfeda, ilill remain. They are thick walls, 

el fl iam ah , fe can Foftat amrou be janeb el jameh 
elmarouf bejameh Omar be mafr. Oua latn tezel mafr, 
oua bie Foftat courch lelmemleke eddiar elmafriat hetta 
taula ahmed Ebn Toulon. Oua bena lo oua I'afquero 
dcataiah fi fhemali mafn Oua bena and elcatdiab 
djameh elmarouf be djameh Tailoun. Abulfeda Defcrip* 
tion of Egypt, p. 33. 

(m) I mentioned this temple In the preceding letter ; 
it is one of the nxoft beautiful mofqnes m Grand Cairo. 
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in the fbrm of a pifdltlognm^ the. utiU 
quity of which is very ibiking^^ It ftands cad 
of Foftat, on the fide of mount ^Mokattaiiu 
Chriftiins inhabit dieie rcuhs,: among which 
the Greeks and Copts have chucehes* Sevei:al 
ancient arches are ilUl ibnding^ bettpwen this 
place and the rivers there am others half 
deftroyed, and a hexagonal buildings on the 
banks of the Nile, denotes the remains of the 
aquedoft which conveyed water to the cafUe.^ 
Here then^ Sir^ behold the fortrefs of Baby- 
Ion; an objefl: of refearch and error to ib 
many of the learned : it was built by the Per- 
fians when they ravaged Egypt, under Cam- 
byfes ; or, as other writers will have it, when 
Serhiramis came there, at the head of a formi- 
dable army. We may know it from the 
dcfcription of Strabo. (n) The Pcrfians, who 

fnj Up the Nile, above Heliopdlis, now called Ma- 
taree, two leagues from Grand Cairo, is the Caftle of 
Babylon, fortified by nature and art ^ it was built by 
fomc Babyloniansi who, with the cozdent of their fo* 
vereigxi, retired thither. Here, the Romans keep one of 
the three legions, who guard Egypt, in garrifon. The 
mountain gently defcends from that fortrefs to the 
banks of the Nile 5 a hundred and fifty flavcs are conti* 
ntially employed in raifing water thither, by the means 
of wheels and fcrews. Strabo, lib. 17. 

adored 
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ador^ the fuii^ kept « perpetual fir? here, 
which occafioned.t^e;;A<'ab$^o Qame it the 

Mafr Elatik i$ <>nly half a le^ue in- ex« 
tent^ but is ftilLvery pqpuloaf^ and tolerably 
commercial . The baat«-froip Upper Egypt 
come here, and froQi hence, afcend again up 
the Said, (p) The ([lopts are very numerpus, 
and have ieveral chuFche$: in this pkce, the 
largeft of wht(;h is that of St. Maca«- 
rius, where, the patriarch \$ inftalled. The 
church of St.^ Sergius contains a cavern 
which the chfiftians hold in great venera-> 
tion, pretending that the holy family, fly- 
ing from Herod, retifcd here. I faw 
the hiftory of this flight painted on the 
door of a . recefs, in which they fay mafs : 
the coftume of the Eaft is perfedly obferved 
in this pidlure, and the head of the Virgin 
tolerable. The negledt "Of ,coftume, among 

(o) Nieixihr has given the paralielogram figure of 
this caftle, in his plan of Cairo > but he has taken it for 
the citadel, the honour of conftru£ling^.which he has 
beftowed upon the Arabs. 

{p) The Arabs call Up^r figjrpt. Said, beginning 
above Mafr Foftat, and ending «( AiTouan^ fo^medy 
Syene. 

modern 
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modern paintersj too often deftroys the eflfe^ 
of their fineft compofitions. 

A hexagonal building ' ftands at the en-^ 
trance of Old Caiix>» each fide of which. 
IS eighty feet wtdt^ and one hundred 
high* Oxen mount up a very gentle af- 
cent, and turn a wheel» which raifes water 
to the fummit of thi$ building : five baibns 
receive and return the water into an aque* 
du£t, fuftained by three hundred arches, 
which conveys it into a rcfcrvoir j there 
other oxen, and a new machine, raife it td 
the palace of the Pacha. This is a work 
of the Arabs, which they have conftrucfled 
according to the plan of that defcribed by Stra- 
bo, the remains of which arc fcen between the 
citadel of Babylon and the Nile; the only 
difference is the Mahometans employ oxen 
in dead of men. 

The environs of Mafr Elatik are fcattered 
over with ruins, which indicate its ancient 
extent, and which, were hiftory defeftive, 
would fufficiently atteft it to be modern. 
They want that majeftic charadcr the Egypr 
tians gave their edifkes, and the imprellion 
of which time cannot efface. Neither fphinx, 
cplumn, nor obelifk can be found, among 

thefe 
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Ade heap6 of rubbUh. Within the city 
are thick walls^ round a great fquare, in 
which thqr depofit the corn of the Thebais, 
deftined for the provifion of the troops. 
This encldfure they call Jofeph's granariesi and 
the name has ithpofed Upon fome travellerf^ 
who have taken it^ without examination^ for 
die work of the fbti of Jacob, though there 
is nothing appertaining to it which befpeaks 
antiquity, and hiftory has informed us it 
Wai built by the Mamlnk kings. Memphis, 
therefidence of die. Pharaohs, was the place 
wfaer^ Jofeph^ the fuperintendant of the corn 
of Egypt, ere<£led his magasines. 

Jud without Mafr Elatik, near the wa^ 
ter works^ the iia^gf (q) whkh runs 
through Grand Cairo, and which is anna«» 
ally opened with ib ciuch ceremony, begins. 
Moft modern writers have attributed this 
canal to the Emperor Trajan, (r) on the. 

authority 

(i) Th& Arabs call all canals, kbdig. 

(r) Shaw calls it, atanis Trajanus. Shaw's Travels^ 
p.aq4. 

Pococke fays— « Oppofite to this refervoir of water^ 
"at the Nile, is the canal that conveys the water to 
'* Cairo, and Teems to be that wl^ich was made by Tra* 
•* jan/' Poc, Trav. vol. I. p. 27. 

Vol. I. H Fathtt 
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audboisQr of that paflage: ill Plden^jr^riwMsdk 
%s^ th«;.riwr qF Tfarjmrims .bct>»WrirHc* 
liopolM pnd Bahyloo; -but. this Empcrobieut 
nocMfal.ih Egypl^/a work, of thir.idBd 
mufl; bc.attribdted ltd hia fuccciflhr^ ^ho 
bwlt the city of Antirioe^ The Canal Pto-? 
kd3y'txican& begins a I^ue and ia hsdf bdow 
Old Ctsiro^ and; pafTes near Heliopolkv aoci 
thisii ^hotMacrizi^ fsj with re£^<Mka[ 1»11| 
thekhaJigrcf AddaiK : ;.: t-;**« ; 

The origin of the^ canal, the ; otoiith. of 
which Is at Ma& Ehitik. is . toorwcU defcribed 
by Eidaacki, . for any: oane, whp confulta )Qri«* 
ental hiftory^ to cx)nfdund iti with th^t of 
•Adriaui^ Amrou having '&nt inteiligehci^ to 
Omar /of the talcing ofAlezandtiajt and ca«^ 
meh ioaded wiA wbeait la Medini> then 
rava^dc >y famine^ tbe^ - Caliph, -coqgrattt- 
lated him on his fucce&^ and <fhus; added* 
" Di^tikhalig, ^// by which . ihe produc- 
^ tiomr of Egypt may be taken into the 

Father Sicard goes ifertbef, and fays—" This is the 
•<* canal which Ptftlemy calls, amnii Trajanusj Qyin- 
" tus Curtius, Oxius ; and the Arab$, McnJccmi;" 
Lettres Edifiantes; p. 470. 
• fsj Macrizi, hiftorjr of Egypt. 

fO Kimacin, hiftory of the Arab*, ' 
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♦rfca of Cblzoura, (u) and from thence ta 
** the port of Medina. Amrou executed 
'^' this great work, and dug the khalig fo 
** which thenainc of /i&^ river of the princes 
*' of the faithful was given % (x) and tl* 
** veffidi which go from Foftat carry the 
^ ^prodttdionsitof Egypt into the fca of Col- 
*^'2oiieq;-' - - .. 

.:aSbis^,Sir, was :the origin of the famous 
canil which travellcw^ ifepeating each others 
wprds^ have, called amnis Trajahus. It be- 
gins' near Foftat, runs, lengthways, through 
Grand Cairo,, fills the pondi of that city, 
and .empties itfelf, fome leagues beyond, in 
the Birqae (y) of the pilgrims of Mecca. 
Thc^yanous princes who have fucceffivi^ly 
reined over Egypt^ feveral of whoti Wefe 
enemies to the Caliphs, have fuH^^red it to 
become* dammed up, and it no loagcr ernp- 
tics its waters into the Red Sea ; but, as it 
was cut thiougii rocks for the fpace of 
twenty-four leagues, the mud and fand.with 

(u) Colzoum, is the name the Arabs give to the Red 
Sea J it was derived from the fmall town of Colzoum, 
the ruins of which are fome diftance from Suez. 

(x) Khalig el emir el moumenin. 

(y) Birque is an Arabic word, fignifying an cxtenCvf 
pifce pf vv^ater« 

H 2 which 
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which it is filled might eafily be removed* 
By this important communication with the 
Red Sea^ Grand Cairo would once more be- 
come the moft wealthy and commercial city 
in the world. 

Let me hope. Sir, your love for truth 
will indulge me in thefe difcuflions, fince 
they fcrve to throw light on certain parts 
of hiftory which have been in the utmofl: 
obfcurity. I (hall foon have occafion to 
enliven and make my narrative more agree- 
able ; the country where I am at prefent is 
another world, prcfcnting fcenes continually 
new ; I will endeavour to trace them fuch 
as they are. You ihall hear the Turks 
ipeak for themfelves, fhall. fee them ad, and 
I will leave to you the iatisfadion whidi 
the enlightened mind always takes in judging 
foritfclf. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 



LET- 



O N E G Y P T. joi 



LETTER VIII. 

Tie extent ^ Grand Cairo \ its Jtreets^ 
fquares^ and mofques. T'be palace of Sa- 
lab Eddin^ built on a beigbt wbicb over- 
looks tbe ciiyf where are found Jlatefy 
columns of granite, and tbe famous weU 
of Jojepby defcribed. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo, 

X HE length of Grand Cairo^ Sir^ built on 
each iide of the canal of the prince of the 
faithful, is one league and a half, from north 
to fouth ; and three quarters of a ' league, in 
width, from eaft to weft. Its whole extent is 
beft feen from the caftle, built by Salah Eddin, 
on Mount Mokattam, (z) which over- 
looks the city, by which it is half encir- 
cled, like an immenfe crefcent. The ftreets 
are fo narrow and winding that it is im- 
poflible to follow their diredion, amidft the 

(z) Mokattam fignifies cut, and this rock is fo called 
becaufe it has been feparated by art from the mountain 
which, beginning at the catarads, ends here : and from 
irtiich it is only about a hundred paces diftant* 

H 3 multitude 
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inulcitude of houfes which {land crowding 
on each other; vaft vacancies only can be 
diftinguiflied, and thefe are fquares which 
l^oaie ponds in the^ time - of inundation^ 
and gardens the reft of the year^ They 
are rowed over in September, and covered 
with flowers and verdure in April. Some 
of the many temples with which this city 
abbunds tower like citadels 5 and once, du- 
ring the time of fedition, the rebels re- 
tired to the mofque of Sultan Haflan, from 
the top of which they battered the caftk 
with cannon. There is a vail dorne over 
this grand edifice; its cornice, grotesquely 
fcu1ptured,*projedls confiderably, and its front 
is faced with the fined marble : the g^tes are 
now walled up, and are guarded by Janiflaries. 

Grand Cairo co^ntains near three hundred 
mofques, mod of them with minarets, which 
arc high fteeplcs of light architedlure, and 
furrounded by galleries. Thefe give an agrce- 
abte variety to a city which, from the flatnefs 
of its roofs, appears uniform. Public criers^ 
at appointed hours, f^^ call, the people to 

prayers 

(a) That is to fay, at funrifing, aooa, three o'clock, 
fuii ft', ting, and about two hours after. Thefe difierent 

• fervices 



pn^ers from tfaefe^iiMJiareti zaboat eight hun- 

4ral Toices are heard: at therame mometit^ 

from: nil quarters of the city»- calling:, man 

to the:; perfarmaace of his duty to God^ 

The Turks zhkor the holik of bells, and 

&y it offends the csf^ i$ UnmeaniAg, and 

proper oiily for b^fts of burthen^ They 

dedvr this opinion from Mahomet/ who, 

like a great politician^ defiroobthdt dllhis inUi^ 

tucions Should h|Ve <m6 tendency, -^nd wil^ 

ling tb captivate both tb^ ienft^f -And -lindkr^ 

fianding^ rejefked tbe^- trumpet of the Jews, 

an^ the hittle of the Oriental Chriftians. 

He knew the human voice would make 

a greater impreflion on: the mindi of man, 

than the grating foutd o£ ioTeaiible brafs, 

and produced a holy fummons, feat ky bca> 

ven, conformable to his views, (ij"' ' ^ 

fervices arc called Salaat el Fegrj el dohr^ el ajr^ el ma^ 
grehy el ajha. 

(h) The flowing i^ the fof m of this ' fumiliohl : 
God is great, I bear VrUpeCs tHer? \% imt.5n^<?C>4 ; 
I bear witnefs that Mahomet is Ijis prophet^ .Comedo 
prayer j come to wgrfhip. God is great ; he is only 
one God. " 

AUahf AiBfesft E<W»ed en It ila.elJa alJ^hi eflihud en 
. Mah{4ipmcdrafc^il.fiili%li,: Hm aJ%<^^ fal^tj. hai>la el ik- 
lah. Allah Acbar. La ilia ella allah*- i ::.: \\ •;*. '- 

H4 ^ The 
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The caftle of Cairo ftands on a Aeep rock^ 
^di$ furrounded by thick walls^ on which aw 
ftrong towers. It was a place of great force 
)>efore the invention of gunpowder, but, ban 
ing commanded by the neighbouring moun-- 
tains,, it would not, now, ftand thefireof a 
battery crcQ^d there two hours. It is . niorc 
than ihp fourth of a league in circumference ; 
the rock being fteep, there are two roads cut 
to it, which lead to doors guarded by AiTabs 
and Janiflarics. CO The firft watch the 
bwer part of the fortrefs, and the others 
what is properly called the citadel, whence^ 
with fix wretched pieces of artillery, turned 
on the Pacha's apartment, they oblige him 
to retire, as foon as the Beys haye given the 
comnaand. 

This caftie includes the palaces of the 
Sultans of Egypt, now almoft buried under 
their own ruins; domes overthrown, heaps 
of rubbifb, gilding, and pidares, the co- 
lours of which have defied corroding time, 
^ately marble columns ftill (landing, but 
in general without capitals ; fuch are the 

(c) The AflTabs and Janiflaries are troops belonging 
to the Grand Seignor; but always bought from their 
itxtf by the Beys. ' 

tokens 
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tokens of its former magnificence. In one 
of tbc halls of thefe ruinous buildings the 
rich carpet is fabricated which the Emir 
Hadgi, (d) bears every year to Mecca; the 
bid carpet is obtained in bits, by the pil- 
grims, as holy relics, and the new covers the 
Caaba, or temple of Abraham, (e) 

The Pachas inhabit a large building, con- 
taining nothing remarkable, the windows of 
which look towards the fquare Caramaydan. 
The hall of audience, where the Divan af- 
fembles three times a week, is as long, but 
not fo wide, as that of the Palais (the juftice 
chamber) at Paris; and is ftained by the blood 
of the Beys, madfacred fome years ^go by order 
of the Porte. Thefe are, however, at prefent, 
the fbverctgns of Egypt ; for the Grand Seig* 
nor's reprefentativc is a phantopa \yith which 
they fport : they keep him to fervc their own 
purpofes, then difmifs him with (hame. 
He cannot leave his palace, in which he is 
'^prifoncr, without their permiflion. Thus 
humbled is the Ottoman pride^ thus feeblct 

(d) Emir Hadgi, or prince of the caravan^ is the title 
of the Bey who undertakes to efcort the caravan w^icb 
departs every year from Cairo to Mecca. 

^e^ See abregi dt la vii di Mahormt by Savary, p. 4. 

thus 
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more ancient monuments. Some diftance from 
theiib beautiful columns is a delightful balcony, 
or pavilion^ (landing in the higheft part of 
the citadel^ the profpeft from which is moil: 
extenfive. The whole of Grand Cairo^ with 
its multitudinous mofques and minarets, is 
&en at a view. Towards Boulac» fruitful 
fieldsy and rich harvefts^ interfperfed with 
groves of date-*trees; Mafr Foftat, on the 
South-wefty and the plains of Said beyond, 
which, when inundated by the Nile* con- 
tain hamlets fcattered up and down like 
iflands. The landfcape is terminated by the 
pyramids, which, like pointed mountains, 
appear loft in the clouds. The eye is never 
weary of objects fo various and fo grand, and 
I have more than once enjoyed this view* 
The frefh air breathed in this elevated (itua- 
tion, and the coolnefs it imparts is an ad- 
ditional pleafure. Seated in this delightful 
pavilion, how many agreeable thoughts arife 
in the mind; yet how fuddenly are thefe 
fweet meditations difturbcd by gloomy me- 
lancholy ! Here, in thefe rich fields, arts and 
fciences once fiourifhed, where now an igno- 
rant and barbarous people trample them un- 
der foot. Tyranny, with its iron fceptre is 

become 
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become the fcourge of this firft of countries, 
in which the miferies of men icem to increaic 
in proportion to the efforts of nature to ren* 
der them happy ! It was but yefterday. Sir, I 
was deeply afieded by thefe ' refledionSf 
when, walking before the caftle, I beheld the 
magnificent proipoft I have defcribed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



L E T- 
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BiOiSu^ the:, for f of Grand Cairay its ma^ 
gaz^fs^lepxfvrans^t and tbi pirdais of JE&Z- 
lai diferib/sdi mtb curiottsydttaibxmcitnin^ 

the Mekiasj or Nilometery on the beautiful 
ijland Raoiida^ njoHicb abounds in delightful 
groves. 

ToM.L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

1 O U have more than once, Sir, feen Bou* 
lac mentioned in my letters. This is the 
place where all the merchandize, coming from 
Damietjta .and Alexandria, is landed. This 
modern town, only half a league from Grand 
Cairo, on the eaflern bank of the Nile, is 
two miles long, but narrow. It contains fu- 
perb public . baths, and vaft okals. Thefe 
are fquare buildings, including a large court 
with a portico, over which is a winding gal- 
lery : the ground floor is divided into fpacious 
magazines, and the rooms above have neither 
furniture nor ornaments. Here ftrangers 

live. 
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okals, having only one ^ti,)Uk4^'JthAV'^ 
a ^itaticli are fecufrtj; ^iii' thMte-i*"'rtUlt, 
ftom affiiffult.' I^Hcfe'are the ottJf innS'iA 
Egypt, "arid'^'-iftfafcgers aar© obliged t» -£nd 
Aeir "owt'furmtbrc'ahd'foodi for, in'llrrt 
cowkuxy'i iRtmey cannbt pitieure dint)i)*9r rdady 
drefled: -^'■'■■■- -•'•^s -^ - '■-'• .V ;: 

fa froDt ^of the houfes ofBoulae aft -fecn 
thoofendi^of Veflfels, of varioas f6rm^^and fi^es, 
at anchor. *' Some, brgc «nd ftroiigi*carryrhg 
two mafts^ are trading barks ; tKefe tifiially 
haVc a hr^e' cabin for paffcngeni^* '^{icrs, 
light, and ^thout decks, ari' oWy ' ¥d ftri^ 
the peopfe from one fide, of tHe river td thft 
ot^iier. A third fort are'pleafure'bdatlS^atti 
folly carved and paiotedycotatalningf 6ha«ning 
cabins, "catjicted oviir,^ attd afrotdirig* (iieltet 
fr&m the • fan's licat. - ' Here, tcclinfed' at eafe 
on cuihionsy' the weaftfiy go to breathe that 
frefti amd cooling air which i^- continually 
adive upoii the Nile,''and^ here ttdmire'the 
variegated landscapes which its cvo^ vcrdaiit 
banks prefent. When thi wind 1^ fkvoup- 
able the fail is hoiftcid, and thefe ligfht boats 
fccm to fly over the furiac^ Qf^bw watcrj 

wtien 



ti« . 1 3> » T: T E R S 

when dDntrary* tohu& watprmeA g^vo tl^foi 
almoA equal fpeed/ . . ^'. • ^ 

Oppo&te E^ulac i$ t^e fpaall yillai^e of En<- 
baba, coofifting of miferable mud hats, built 
of 9 rQUQd form,^ binder the fludeof iyca-«^ 
mdreSy againft which they reft, ^ome holies 
of fun«*dried bricks, and a {mall mo£q.ue» 
which is feen at a diftance among the fo* 
liage of dates and Unlarinds. ..The inbabi* 
tants of. Cairo gp there to bay excellent but- 
ter, during winter; iuid, in fummer, deli-* 
cious melons. . 

Half a leagwe North-eaft pf Boulac is the 
old caftle of Hcllai, fkj which., is falling in 
fuins.: Here the Beys, accompanied by their 
Aately train, go to receive the new Pacha, 
and condu£t him in pomp to the prifon from 
which they hafve juft expelled his pr^deceflbr. 
Round this caftle are fpacious \enclofun^ 
where the orange, citron and pomegranajte, 
planted without order, grow exceedingly high 
and tufted : their twining branches focnpi 
•^harming arbours, oyer which the, fycampre 
.and palm extend their dark green foliage, 

(ij^ It feems probable this caftle derived its name from 
' fieliopoUs, from which it is not far diftant*, 

and 
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and among tfaem rivulets meander, and the 
cluftering rofe and bazil bloom. (I) It is 
impoflible to defcribe the delight of breath* 
ing the frefh air beneath thefe enchanting 
(hades, under a climate fo continually 
pofleiBng the burning heat of the dog-days i 
this pleafure only can be felt. The odour 
of the orange flower, and the aromatic em- 
anations of balfamick plants gently renovate 
the fenies, benumbed by heat, and infufe the 
moil agreeable fenfations. It is dangerous 
for a European to frequent thefe groves too . 
much, being peopled by concubines, whom 
the jealous Turks, if they flip, never par^ 
don« 

Igfujkenia quHem^ fcirentfi tgnofcen mmuti 

Beyond thefe gardens is the canal the con* 
flruclion of which Macrizi attributes to the 
emperor Adrian. Ptolemy calls it the Tra- 
jan river : it is almofl: dammed up. 

Having haflily viewed thefe charming 
places, I returned, embarked at Boulac, and 
proceeded along the Nile as far as the ifland 

(I) The bazil, in Egypt, grows thrice as high as 11) 
France, and exceedingly tufted and odoriferous* 

yoL« L I Raoudat 
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J^aoucja, (m) whi^h Ups hetwocn Qld C^r9 
and Gi^a« For the fpace of a le^gvi^ tl^e ey^ 
is delighted with immenfe fields^ of wheats 
flax, and beans> iotermipgled with groves of 
dates^ and hgpikts. I alfo faw the inouth 
of a. large canal, on the left bank of the river, 
before I came to Gviz. (ny 

Being come to the projefting part of thp 
iiland of Haouda, I went to fee the Nllome* 
ter which the Arabs call MeJiias. (0) T^is is 
a high marble column in the middle of tLi>a- 
fon^ the bpttpm of which is on a l?vd with 
' the bpd of the Nile. It is divided, to the ve- 
ry topj into cubits and inches, ^nd .h^$. a 
Corinthian capital on which a beam refls ^hat 
fupports a. gallery. The waters enter the ba- 
fon through a conduit, when the iHundation 
begins^ and the criers examine the column 
every morning, and publiih the daily incrcafc 

^««^Raouda fignifics gardens, artd the iftand has ob- 
tained this aame becaufe. it poiTeflts fome charming 
ones. 

(n) I feveral times walked along the banks, ^d have 
followed its cburfe for the fp^ce of a league j it ha$ 
various windings, and runs toward Libya. This was 
probably one of the canals whrcli formerly ran to the 
lake Maceotis. 

(9) Mfkioi fignjfies raeafure^ 

through 
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through the fti^ts of Grand Cairo, When 
it is iixteen cubits high, they open with great 
ceremony, the mound which dams up tbt 
canal ^f the prince of the faithful^ and th« 
Nile dreams through the city amidft the ac-. 
clairiations of the whole people affembled ; 
but I will defcribe this fedival to you in X 
letter on that particular fubjcd. 

Before the Arabs had conquered Egypt, 
the nilometer flood in the little town of 
Halouan, five leagues fouth of Foftat, and 
oppofite the ancient Memphis. " In the year 
" ninety*fix of the Hcgira, (p) Ozama, go-» 
" vernor of that rich country, wrote to the 
" emperor, Sohman Abd Elmelek^ that the 
'^ Mekias of Halouan had been thrown 
" down* (q) The Caliph commanded ano- 
•• ther to be built in the ifland that lies be-* 
''tween Foitat and Giza. A hundred and 
** forty eight years after, this nilometer fell, 
*' and the Bmperor Elmetouakkcl had ano-: 
*' dicr ereiSed in the fame place, which was: 

(f) Elmact n hiftory of the Arabs, 

(f J It w;is natural to place the nilometer near Mem«- 
pKs, which, when the Arabs conquered Egypt, was th& 
^cncc of its governors ; perhaps there were two, onQ 
<^eaGii£deof cheriyer.' * 

> I 2 •^called 
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«' called the new Mekiaa/' This nilometcf 
Hill remains. Nejem Eddin^ fonof Melek 
el Adely who died at Manfoura, during the 
expedition of Lewis the ninth into Egypt^ 
charmed with the fituation, built a vaft pa* 
lace near the Mekias, and leaving that built 
by Salah Eddin went and inhabited it. The 
flaves whom be entrufled to guard it were 
named Baharites, or Maritime, and diftin- 
gui(hed themfelves at the battle of Manfou* 
ra. The apartments and walls of this palace 
are now ruinous^ but the bafon^ owing to its 
folid conftrudion, and the column, which is 
well fupported, though they have flood nine 
hundred years, appear to have received no 
damage from time. 

If Murtadi may be credited, in his defcrip* 
tion of the miracles of Egypt, the year that 
Amrou conquered this country the Nile failed 
in its annual increafe, and the chief men came 
to fupplicate the conqueror's permiflion to 
follow the ancient cuftom of drefling a young 
virgin in rich robes, and carting her into the 
riven The Mahometan general firmly op- 
pofed the requifition, and the Nile did not 
ipcreafe during the three months after the 
fummer folrtice. But the alarmed Egyptians 

coming 
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comiQg to fblicit him again, he wrote to 
Omar, givuig an account of what had paf*-. 
fed. The Caliph anfwcred — «* O Amrou, I 
** approve thy condudt, and the fortitude 
** thou haft (hewn. The law of Mahomet 
*^ ought to aboliOi fuch barbarous cuftom$. 
^' When thou haft read this letter, caft the 
*^ enclpicd into the river/* 

The enclofed letter contained the following 
words. 

^< In tbi name ofGoiy bemvoUnt and merciful. 

** The Lord fhower down his benedidions 
*^on Mahomet and his family! Abd Allah 
*^ Omar, fbn of Rhetteb, prince of the faith* 
^* fuJ, to the Nile. 

** If of thy own inherent virtue thou haft 
^'hitherto flowed in Egypt, fuifpend thy 
^* courfe 1 but if it be by the will of Almighty 
^' God that thou watereft this land, we fuppli- 
'' cate him to command thee to do now as 
" heretofore. 

" Peace be with the Prophet, and health 
^^ and blefling upon his family/' 

The hiftorian adds that no fooner had this 
lettir been thrown into the Nile than the 

1 3 waters 
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waters rofe feveral cubits. Though Omar> who 
could burn four hundred thoufand volumes 
without remorfe, might have been very ca* 
pable of writing this^ and though it may ap- 
pear to be his Aile and manner^ I will by 
no meansy Sir^ warrant its authenticity, on 
theTaith of Murtadi ; much lefs the miracle 
which followed : the cuftom, however, which 
flill fubfifts, feems to prove the Egyptians 
formerly fftcrificed a youthful virgin to the 
God of the Nile ; for at prefent they make a 
clay ilatue, in the form of a woman » which 
they call The betrothed^ and place it on the 
mound of the khalig of the prince of the 
faithful, and throw it into the river ptevi* 
ous to the opening of the dam. Is not this 
the remains of a barbarous worihip, which 
the Ottomans, notwithftanding the horror 
they hold all kind of idolatry in, could not 
. wholly abolifh, being the ancient error of a 
fuperftitious people? 

Having vlfited the Mekias, and the remains 
of the palace of Nejem Eddin, I walked 
through the ifland, which is one vaft gar- 
den, furrounded by the waters of the Nile. 
Walls, breaft high, prote£fc its banks itota 
the impetuous current. On one fide> Old 

Cairo^ 
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Cairo* the water- works, and pteifurc h6ttfe^ 
ef the Beys, arc fccn ; on the other, the 
pleafani town of Giza, where there i$ k n»^ 
nnfaGkary of fel-amnioniac. , The goyerhot 
who refidcs berfe exafts a tax froirf thofe «vha 
w6t the pyramids otit of curiofitys- 

Loft in agtebable meditation, I entered a 
grove of tamarind, orange, and iycamore 
trees, . ahd enjoyed the frefli air be- 
neath their thick foliage. A luminous ray 
befe and there pene»-ated the deep fhadcs, 
gMng a fifnail part of the icene. Plants and 
flowers fcented the air, multitudes of doved 
flew from tree to tree, undifturbcd at my ap- 
proach. Thus abandoned to the delights of 
contemplation, and indulging thofe delicious 
feniations the time and place infpired, I un- 
cautioufly proceeded towards the thickefl part 
of the wood ; when a terrifying voice fuddenly 
exclaimed — Where are you going ? Stand, or 
you arc dead.- — It was a flave who guarded 
the entrance of the grove, that no rafh cu- 
riofity might difturb the females who repofed 
upon the verdant banks. I inflantly turned 
back, happy in not having been known to 
be a European. I afterwards under- 

flood 
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ftood the Beys go there fometimes with 
their Harem, (r) and that any over inquifi-P 
tive ftranger^ who (hould wander there at 
fuch a time, would rifk the immediate lofs 
of his head. You perceive. Sir, how nece£« 
lary circumfpedion is in a country wher« 
the leaft indifcretion may lead to death* 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

(r) This name is given to the apartment of the wo^ 
men, but it is a)fo iffe^ to Signify thp women thea^^ 
lUves. 



LET* 
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Of HeKapolis, the ancient city of the Sum, 
the Jiate in tobicb it was when Strabo 
wrote. Of tbe ohelijk of granite fiillfiand^ 
ing: tbe balfatn-fhrub of Mecca^ whicb was 
tranjpianted by a Pacba*^ and tbe fountain 
named Matar Ain^ frefh water ^ wbicb tbe 
Copts bold in great veneration^ believing tbat 
f^ Holy Firgin came tbitber witb berfon^ 

To M. L. H. 

Grand Cairo« 

\V H I L E defcribing the environs of the 
clty^ I ought not. Sir, to forget the ancient 
Heliopoli9, (s) formerly famous, for cultU 
vating the higher branches of fcience^ and 
the grandeur of its buildings. Geographers 
place it at fome diftance from the eaftern 
angle of the Delta^ Strabo (t) tells us It 
was built on a long flip of earth, raifed by 
men, to fecure it from inundation, and the 

(s) i. c. The city of the fun^ 
(t) Lik. 17, 

place 
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place he defcribes I found covered with 
ruins, two leagues north eaft of Grand Cairo, 
and three from the feparation of the Nile. 

Heliopolis pofTefled a temple of the Sun, 
where, in a particular enclofure the . facred 
ox was fed. This ox was adored here by the 
name of Mnevis, as he was at Meitiphis by that 
of x\p]S. The credulous people fuppofdd it a 
god; the priefts an animal moft ufeful to 
agriculture, in a country where he afliib in 
tillage, and afterwards in watering the earth, 
during fix months of the year : (uj but as 
fuperftltion was their gain, by procuring 
' them offerings and rendering them the guar«> 
dians of the oracles, they fupported it with 
all their art. 

The temple of the Sun was not the only 
one at Heliopolis ; there was another, built 
in the old Egyptian ftile {x) with fpbiox 
avenues and ftatdy obelifks before the prin^ 
cipal entrance. Nothing could have a finer 
effed than the colofial figures of marble, and 

(uJ When the waters of the Nile are low, o«cn are 
employed to turn machines;, widi cbain-'buckets, which 
raifc the water into refervoirs, whence it is difperfed over 
the grounds ; for which reafon this animal i« preferved at 
its birth, and it is forbidden to kill a calf in £gypt. 
. (xj Strabo, lib. tj. 

high 
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high pillars of a fingle flono, which were 
in front of the veftibule of Egyptian temples. 
While the aftoni£hed eye contemplated theic 
marvellous works, the imagination read the 
hiftory of the god adored there, and the 
prince who had raifed fuch edifices, in the 
hieroglyphics with which they were over* 
i^read* The temples of Heliopolis were ru« 
ins Jn the time of Augufhis. Strabo relates 
that the marks of the rage of Canibyfes^ who 
had attacked them with fire and fword,. wero 
every where feen. Two of the four obdiikt 
which Sochis had erected in that city were 
carried jto Rome, (y) a third was deftrgyod 
by the Arabs, and the fourth remains on its 
pedeftal* It is a fingle done, brought from 
the Thebais, perfedly poliihe^ fixty eight 
feet high above die bafe, and about fix feot 
and a half fquare. The obdiik is in good 
prefervation, except toward the fouth weft» 
where the granite is chipped to a certain 
height, and its fides covered with hierogly-* 
pfaks. This and one iphinx of yellowiib* 
marbk, thrown ia the ^ik^ are the vnly 
femaipt of Heliopolis, 

Q) Strabo, lib, 17. 

Therf 
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There was formerly a college of priefti 
here, which obtained no more mercy from 
the barbarous Cambyfes than did the aiy- 
lum of Mnevis, where for more than a 
thoufand years they had made aftronomical 
obfervationsy and by their labours had cal- 
culated the folar year of three hundred and 
lixty five days and fome minutes^ which alonc^ 
will prove the extent of their knowledge in 
this fcience. It was many years afterwards 
before the people of Europe could exadly 
determine the folar year; and Julius Csefar^ 
wi(hing to reform the Roman kalender^ was 
obliged to employ an aftronomer of Alex^ 
andria. 

At Hcliopolis Herodotus was chiefly in-« 
ftruAed in the fciences, and Egyptian myfte- 
ries; which were no other than thofc pro- 
found branches of knowledge they thought 
prudent to conceal from the people under the 
veil of religion^ and preferved to themfelves 
by writing them in hieroglyphics, which them- 
felves only underftood. Enlightened by what 
he learnt from them, and endued with an 
obferving mind, this father of hiftory was 
crowned at the Olympic games, and the 
liine books he compofed were worthy the 

namjs 
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name of the nine mufes which they bore. 
And yet how many people, who have either 
not read him enough, or not at all, have 
dared to criticife and call him fabulous. For 
my own part, fufpending my judgment on 
the remainder of his hiftory, I only can efti- 
mate the worth of what he fays concerning 
Egypt, and with the utmoft fatisfadlion I 
have found the manners and cufloms he 
appropriates to this country ^ except with fuch 
flight modifications as changes of govern-t 
ment and religion muft neceffarily have intro-- 
daced. As to the monuments he has de« 
fcribed, what remains proves he has not 
exaggerated, and demonftratcs the poffibility 
of what is no more. Juftice extorts this 
homage to a hiftorian who, like Homer, was 
the painter of nations. 

Heliopolis has not only the glory of hav- 
ing inftrudled Herodotus, but alfo of having 
taught philofophy to Plato, f'z) who, from 
the fublimity of his dodlrine, has obtained 
the name of Divine. In this city, Eudoxus 
too paft thirteen years, in the priefts fchool, 
and became the moft famous aftronomer of 
his time. What now remains of all her 

(*) Strabp, lib. 17. 

monuments. 
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monuments and all her icicnces? A barbi^ 
rous Perfian has overthrovA her temples, a 
fanadq Arab burnt her book8> and one folitary 
obelifkj overlooking her ruins^ fays to paC* 
(bngersi This onc£ was Hemopolis I 
^ At a little diftance is the fmall village of 
Matayee^ (a) fo called becaufe it |ias a fr^fli 
water fpring, and the cmly one in Egypt* 
Probably the ftratum through which the 
waters of the Nile are filtered, in coming 
to thi^ fpring, does not poiTefs the nitroua 
quality, fo common to this country. Tra-i 
dition has rendered it famous, which fay a 
that the holy family, flying from Herod, came 
here I and that the virgin bathed the child 
Jefus in. this fountain* The Chriflians relatei^ 
many miracles performed here, and come 
with great devotion to drink its waters, for 
the cure of their diieafes ; the very Mahome^ 
tans partake of their veneration. 

In thi^ village was an enclofure where flips 
pf the balfam flirub, brought from Mecca by 
a Pacha, were cultivated. When cut like, 
the vine, precious drops were caught, well 

(a) Named Mat arte by the Arabs, othcrwifc Ain 
St)ams^ fountain of the fun, becaufe it is near the fcite of 
Heliopolis. 

; known 
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known in pharmacy, and which the caftcrn 
women ufed to give frefhnefs to the com* 
plexion,' and. fortify the ftomach. Thcfe 
ihrubs, a foot and a half high, have flight 
ihoots, and leaves like thofe of rue. Belon, 
who faw them when he was at Grand Cairo, 
CAumenited nine ; be dried one of the flips, 
and proved it to be the plant known by the 
ntm& of xyJ/o ia^mum, or balm of Gilead, 
which the caravans bring from Mecca. Its 
colour he fays is reddifli, with an inner bark 
of beautiful green; it has an odour which 
partakes of frankinccnfe, the leaf of the tere-- 
hintbus, or turpentine tree, and wild favory; 
and, when rubbed between the fingers, is 
aromatic, like the fcent Qf the cardamomum^ 
This precious plant is lofl; to Egypt, where 
the Pachas do not ftay long enough to think 
Qf any thing but the intereft of the moment. 
{t wd4 nqt to be found when M« Maillet was 
confal at Grand Cairo, and at prefent is 
fcarcely remembered. 

1 have the honour to be, &c« 



LET. 
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^be hot baths ufed over all Egypt f and the 
manner of bathings defcribedi mtb ob/eroa^ 
tions on the benefits arifing from them ; on 
tbepraStke of the women who bathe once or 
twice a week, and compart fons between tbefe 
baths and tbofe of the ancient Greeks. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo* 

X HE hot baths. Sir, known in the 
remotefl: ages, and celebrated by Homer, 
who paints the manners of his times, have 
here preferved all their allurements and 
falubrity ; necefEty has rendered them com- 
mon in a country where perfpiration is 
abundant; and pleafure has preferved the 
praftice. Mahomet, who knew their uti- 
lity, has made the ufe of them a religious 
precept. They have been fuperficially de- 
« fcribed by moft travellers ; but as the habit 
I am in of frequenting them haS' given me 
leifure to examine them attentively, I ihall 

endeavour 
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endeavour to be more particular and fatif- 
fadory. (b) 

The firft apartment, at catering the batli, 
is a great chamber, in the form of a rotunda^ 
with an open roof^ to let the pure air circu- 
late freely. A Ipacious alcove, carpeted, is 
carried round, and divided into compartments^ 
in which the bathers leave their clothes. In 
the centre is a fountain, which plays iQto 
a refervoir, and has a pleafing effed. 

When undreiled, a napkin is tied round the 
middle ; fandals are put on, and a narrow paf- 
fage is entered, where the heat firft begins to 
be felt; the door (huts, and, twenty paces 
furthert a fecond opens, which is the en- 
trance to a pafTage at right angles with the 
firft. Here the heat augments, and thofe who 
fear to cxpofe themfelves too fuddenly to its 
effcfts ftop fome time, in a marble haJl^ before 
they enter. The bath itfelf is a fpacious vault** 
ed chamber, paved and lined with marble ; be- 
fide it are four fmall rooms : a vapour conti-^ 
nually rifes from a fountain and ciftern of hot 

(h) I have feen the baths of the principal cities of 
Egypt ; they are all made on the feme plan, feldom dif-. 
fering, except in fize; thus an exacl defcription of one 
will include the others* 

Vol. I. K . watcf^ 
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water, with which the burnt perfume min- 
gle, (c) 

The bathers are not^ as. in France^ impti« 
foned in a kind of tub, where the body cannot 
reft at its eafo ; but, reclining on a fpread fheet^ 
a^d the head fupported on a fmall pillow, 
they freely take what pofture they plcafc, 
wjnile clouds of odoriferous vapours envelop 
aad penetrate every pore* 

Having repofed thus fon^e time, a gentte 
moifturc difFufes itfelf over the body i a fer- 
vant comes, gently prefles and turns the 
bother, and, when the: limbs are flexible, 
makes the joints crack without troubles then 
niajfes^ (d) and feems to knead the, body 
withoQt giving the flighteft fenfation of paiq. 
. This done he puts on a ftufF glove and con* 
tipues rubbing long, and freeing the {kin of 
the patient, which is quite wet, from every 
kind of fqaly obftrudlion, and all imperccp* 
title particles that clog the pores, till it be- 
comes as fmooth as fatin ; he then conducts 
the bather into a cabinet, pours a lather of 
perfumed foap on the head, and retires. 

(c) Perfumes are only bui'nt when it is the dcfirc of 
the perfons bathing. By mingling with the vapour they 
produce a moft agreeable effe£l. 

(d) Majftr comes from the Arabic verb majfesy which 
fisnifits to touch* lightly* 
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The aDcients honoured th«ir guefls flill 
more» and treated them after a more volup- 
tuous manner. While Telemachus was at 
the court of Neftor, (e) *' The beauteous 
•^ Polycafte, youngeft of the daughters of 
•* the kmg of Pylos, led the fon of Ulyffes to 
'« the bath, waflied him with her own hands, 
*^ and, having rubbed his body with precious 
** ointments, clothed him in rich garments 
*• and a fhining mantle." Nor were Pifif- 
tratds and Telemachus worfc treated in the 
palace of Menolaus, (f) the beauties of which 
having admired, '* they were conduced to 
" marble bafons, in which the bath was pre- 
** pared, where beauteous, flaves walhed 
^^ them, rubbed them with odorous oils, and 
^' clothed them in fiile gar nients, and magnl- 
" ficent furred robes." (g) 

(ejOdjtkyj Book III. 

f/;Odyffey, Book IV. 

fl) I tranflbte the Words x;X4i»yac Svxof (^^gy muitlei) 
furred rob^s, though I am fenfible no tranllator has fo 
rendered them, becaufe it feems to me the poet intended 
to defcribe a cuftom which ftill remains, in the Eaft, of 
covering the bather with furred garments, when he leaves ^ 
the hot bath, *to prevent a ftoppage of perfpiration, at a 
time when the pores are oJcceedingly open. 

K 2 The 
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The room into which the bather retires has 
two water cocks, one for cold, the other for 
hot water; and he waQies himfelf. The 
attendant prefently returns with a depilatory 
pomatum, fij which inftantly eradicates hair 
wherever applied. It is in general ufe both 
with men and women in Egypt. 

Being well wafhed and purified^ the bather 
is wrapped up in hot linen, and follows his 
guide through various windings which lead 
to the outward apartment, while this infen- 
iible tranfition from heat to cold prevents all 
inconvenience, (ij Being come to the alcove, 
a bed is ready prepared, on which the per- 
fon no fooner lies down than a boy comes, 
and begins to prefs with his delicate hands 
all parts of the body, in order to dry them 
perfedt]y : the linen is once more changed, 

(b) Made from a mineral called rufma^ of a dark 
brown colour. The Egyptians give ita flight burning, 
then add an equal quantity of flack lime, and knead them 
up with water. . This grey pafte will make the hair 
fall oiF in three minutes, without giving the flighteft 
pain. 

(i) Delicate people flop fome time in the chamber 
next the bath, that they may feel no inconvenience by 
going too .fuddcnly into the airt The pores being 
exceedingly open, they keep themfelves warm all day, 
and, in winter, flay within doors. 

and 
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and the boy gently rubs the callous fkin of the 
feet with pumice ilone^ then brings a pipe 
and Moka coffee, (k) 

Coming from a bath filled with hot va« 
pouo in which excefiive perfpiration bedewed 
every limb, into a ^acious apartment, and 
the open air, the lungs expand, and refpire 
pleafure: well kneaded, and, as it were, 
regenerated, the blood circulates freely, the 
body feels a voluptuous eafe, a flexibility till 
then unknown, a lightnefs as if relieved from 
ibme enormous weight, and the man almoft 
fancies himfelf newly born, and beginning firft 
to live. A glowing confcioufnefs of exiflence 
diffufes itfelf to the very extremities ; and, 
while thus yielding to the moft delightful 
fenfations, ideas of the mofl pleafing kind prer- 
vade and fill the foul ; the imagination wan- 
ders through worlds which itfelf embelliflies, 
every where drawing pictures of happinefs 
and delight. If life be only a fucceflion of 
ideas, the vigour, the rapidity, with which 
the memory then retraces all the knowledge 

(k) The whole expence of bathing thus to me was 
half a crown ; but the common people go limply to per* 
fpire in the bath, wafh themfelves, and give three half- 
pence or two-pence at departing. 

K 3 of 
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of the man, would lead us to believe that the 
two hours of delicious calm^ which fucceed 
bathing, are an age« 

Such, Sir, are thcfe b^hs, the uie of 
which was To ftrongly rccominefuled by the 
ancients, and the pleafures pf which the 
Egyptians ftill enjoy. Here they prevent 
or exterminate rheumatifms^ catarrhs, and 
thofe difeafes of the ikin which the want of 
perfpiration occafions. Here they find a ra-* 
dical cure for that fatal difeafe which attacks 
the powers of generation, and the remedies 
for which are fo 4angerou$ in Burope. (JJ 
Here they rid themfelves of thofe uncom*- 
fortable fenfations £o common among other, 
nations, who have net the fame regard to 
deanlinefb. 

The women are pafiionately fond of thefe 
baths, whither they go at leaft once a week, 
taking with them flaves accuftomed to the 

flj Tourncfort; who had taken the vapour bath at 
Conftantinople, where they are much lefs careful than 
at Grand Cairo, thinks they injure the lungs } but 
longer experience would have convinced him of his error. 
There are no people who pra£kife this bathing more 
than the Egyptians, no;r any to whom fuch difeafes 
are lefs known. They are almoft wholly unacquainted 
with pulmonic complaints. 

office. 
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office. More fenfual than men, after the 
ufaal procefs they wa(h ' the body, and par- 
ticularly the head, with rofe-water. There 
their attendants braid their long black hair, 
with which, inflead of powder and poma*^ 
toia, they mingle precious cflenccs. There 
they blacken the rim of the eye-lid, arch 
the brows with cobeJ^ (m) and ftain the 
nzih of their hands and feet of a golden 
yellow with Jbenna. (n) Their linen and 
their robes have been paft through the fweet 
vapour of aloes wood, and, their dreffing 
ended, they remain in the outward apaFt-* 
ment, and pafs the day in feafting, whil^ 
iinging girls come and dance, and (ing Tooth- 
ing airs, or recount amorous adventures. 

The days of bathing are feftive days among 
the Egyptian women i they deck themfelves 
magnificently, and, under, the long veil and 
mantle which hide them from the public 
eye, wear the richeft fluffs. They undrcfs 
themfelves in prefence of each other, and 

(m) Tin, burnt with gall-nuts, which the Turkiih 
women life to blacken, and areh, the eye^brows. 

(n) A flirob, caaimon in Egypt, which bears fome 
fe(emblaiice to the privet. The leaves, chopped and 
applied to the ikin^ give it a bright yellow colour. 

K 4 their 
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their vanity extends to their very drawers, 
which in winter are made of ftuffs inwovo 
with filk and gold» and in fummer of worked 
muflin. RufHes and lace are unknown to 
them, but their (liifts are made of cotton 
and filk, as light and tranfparent as gauze. 
Rich fafhes of Caflimire (0) bind up their 
floating robes, and two crefcents of fine 
pearls fparkle amidfl the black hair that 
fhades their temples; while diamonds en« 
rich the Indian handkerchief with which 
they bind their brows. Such are the Geor- 
gians and Circaflians, whom the Turks pur^ 
chafe for their wives. They are neat to 
excefs, and walk in an atmofphere of per^ 
fumes ; and, though their luxury is hidden 
from the public, it fprpaffes that of the Eu- 
ropean women, in their own hou£bs. 

The exceffive jealoufy of the Turks m^e« 
them pretend that, in this warm climate, 
where nature is fo powerful, and woipcn 
are irrefiflibly prone to pleafure, an inter^ 

(oj The wool of Caffimire is the fincft in the world, 
furpailing filk itfelf. The faflies made from it coft 
about fivc-andrtwcnty pounds each 5 they arc ufualljr 
embroidered at both ends, and, though three French 
ells long, and one wide, may be drawn through a ring. 

courfe 
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courie between the fexcs would be dan- 
gerous ; they therefore abufe the right of 
ilrength, and hold them in flavery, though 
they thereby increafe the violence of their 
p^S^onSp and make them ready to feize 
the firft opportunity of retaliation : ignorant^ 
no doubt, that, though free women may be 
WOUj flaves need no winnings 

I liave the honour to be, &c« 
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Farther accounts of the Egyptians, their 
private lives f food, occupations^ amujemcfits, 
inclinations f morals^ and the manner in 
which they receive vifitors. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

JL^IFE, Sir, at Grand Cairo is rather paffive 
than adive. (p) Nine months in the year 
the body is oppreiTed by heat; the j(bu], in 
a ilate of apathy, far from being continually 
tormented by a wi(h to know and ad, fighs 
after calm tranquillity. Inadion, under a 
temperate climate, is painful ; here, repofe 
is enjoyment. The moft frequent falutation, 
at meeting or parting, is. Peace be with you', 
(q) Effeminate indolence is born with the 

Egyptian, 

(p) From March to November the thermometer con- 
fiantly rifcs from 23 to 36 degrees ; in the other months 
it feldom dcfcends lower than the ninth degree above 
the freezing point. 

(ti) Thus the Orientals falute each other. The Chrif- 
tian religion, which owes its origin to Afia, has bor- 
rowed 
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Egyptian, grows as he grows, and fleicends 
widi him to the grave: it is the vice of the 
climate; it influences his inclinations, and 
governs his ai^ns. The fbfa, therefore, is 
the moft hizurioos piece of farnitare of an- 
apartment. Their gardens have charming 
arbours, and convenient feats, but not a fina- 
gle walk. The Frenchman, bora under 
an ever varying iky, is continually receiving 
new impreflions, which keep his mind aa 
continu^ly awake; he is a£live, impatient, 
and agitated like the atmoiphere in which 
he eidfts ; while the i^gyptian, feeling the 
fame heat, the fame fenfation, two thirds of 
the year, is idle, folemn, and patient. 

He rifes with the fun to enjoy the morn-^ 
ing air, purifies himKelf, and repeats the 
appointed prayer, (r) His pipe and coffee 
are brought him, and he reclines at eafe oa 
his fofa. Slaves, with their arms croflfed, 
remain filent at the far end of the chamber,' 
with their eyes fixed on him, feeking to an* 

rowed the phrafe. The prlefts, in the time of commu- 
Jiion, at feftivals, falute each other with — Peace be with 

(r) ««-Oh, believers I before ye pray, wafli your 
'* face, your Immdsy and arms up to the elbows, wipe 
^* yottifdves from head to fMt." Korgn* 

ticipate 
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ticipate Ills ftnalleft want* His children^' 
ifamding in his preience, unlefs he .permits 
them to be feated, pfeferve every appearance 
of tendernefs and re(pe£t: he gravely car 
refles them, gives them his bleiling, and 
fpnds them back to the Harem, (sj He only 
queftions, and they reply with modefty. He 
is the chief, the judge, the pontiff of the fa« 
mily, before whom thefe iac^red rights are all 
refpeded. 

, Breakfafl: ended, he tranfa<9;s the bufinefs 
of his trade, or his office ; and as to diiputes 
they are few^ among, a people where the 
voice of the hydra chicanery is never heard ; 
where the name of attorney is unknown ; 
where the* whole code of laws confifts in a 
few clear and precife commands, delivered 
in the Koran ; and where each man is his 
own pleader. 

' When vifitors come, the mailer receives 
them without many compliments, but with 
an endearing manner ; his equals are feated 
befide him, with their legs crofledi which 

(s) Harem is an Arabic word, fignifying forbidden 
^lace. It is the apartment of the women^ improperly, 
by us, called Seraglio* ^• 

'' ' poflure 
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pofture is not fatiguing to the body, uncm- 
barrafled by drcfs. His inferiors kneel, and 
fit upon their heels. People of diftindion 
are placed on a raifed fofa, whence they over- 
look the company. Thus Eneas, (t) in the 
palace of Dido, had the place of honour, 
while, feated on a raifed bed, he related the 
burning of Troy to the queen. When every 
peribn is placed, the flaves bring pipes* and 
coffee, and fet the perfume brafier in the 
middle of the chamber, the air of which is 
impregnated with its odours ; and afterward 
prefent fweetmeats, and fherbet. 

The tobacco fmoked in Egypt is brought 
from Syria, in leaf, and cut by them into 
long filaments, it is not fo acrid as that of 
America ; and, to render it more agreeable, 
they mix with it the odorous wood of aloes; 
Their pipes are ufually of jafmin, the end 
garnifhed with amber, and often enriched 
with precious fiones : they are very long, and 

the 

(t) Inii t9r9 fattr Mneas fie orfus ah alto. Eneid 
lib« IL 

The epithet paUr^ which Virgil bellows on ^neas, 
proves this great poet intimately acquainted with orien- 
tal manners, among whom the title of Father is the 
moft honourable thev can beftow j they arc proud of it 

ftilU 
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the vapour imbibed xs^ therefore^ mild^ (u) 
The Orientals pretend it agreeably irritates 
the palate, while it gratifies the finell. The 
rich fmoke in lofty rooms, with a great num« 
her of windows^ that give a thorough air» 

When the vifit is almoft ended, a flavc, 
bearing a filver plate^^ in which precious ef- 
fences are burning, goes round to the com* 
pany: each in turn perfumes the beard, 
and, afterward, fprinkles rofe water on th6 
head and hands. This is the htt ceremo* 
ny, and the gueAs are permitted then to re- 
tire. Thus, you fee. Sir, the ancient cuf* 
torn, of perfuming the head and the beard, 
as fung by the royal prophet, f'xj is not loft. 
Anacreon, the father of the f^ftive ode, and 
the poet of the graces, inccrfantly repeats, 
^** I delight to fprinkle my body with pre- 
cious perfumes, and crown my head with 
rofes." Cy). 

ilill) and, on the birth of a fon, quit their own name, 
and call themfelvcs the Father offucb a one. 

(u) There are pipes fifteen feet long, and thcjr are 
commonly five or fix. 

(x) Like the precioas ointment upon the head> that 
ran down upon the beard \ even Aaron's beard* Pf. ijj. 

(y) Anacreon, Ode XV. 

About 
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About noon the table is prepared, and the . 

viands brought, in a large tray of tinned 

copper; and, though not great variety, there 

is great plenty. In the centre is a mountain 

of rice cooked with poultry, and highly fea- 

foned with, ipice and fafFron. Round this 

are hafhed meats, pigeons, iluiFed cucum^ 

bers, delicious melons, and fruits. The roaft 

meats are cut fmall, laid over with the fat of the 

animal, feafoned with fait, fpitted, and done 

on the coals; it is tender and.fucculent. The 

guefts feat themfelves on a carpet, round the 

table ; a flave brings water, in one hand, 

and a bafon in the other, to wafh. This ifi 

an indifpenfable ceremony, where each per- 

fon puts his hand in the difh, and where the 

uie of forks i&. unknown; it is repeated 

when the meal: is ended. The cuiloms of 

the Eaft appear to be very ancient. 

Menclaus, anc^ the beauteous Helen, hav- 
ing loaded Telemachus and Ptfiftratus with 
gifts, gave theiln a hofpitable banquet. 

" And now when through the royal iome they pafs'd, 
** High on a throne the King each ftranger placM, 
W "A golden cw'er th* attendant damfcl brings, 
** Replete with water from the cryftal fprings, 

?< With 
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^* Wrth copious fireams the (hining va£ fupplit s 

<' A filver laver, of capacioas fize. 

** They waih. The ubles in fair order fpread^ 

*< The glitt'riDg canifters are crownM with bread : 

*' Tiands of various kinds allure the taHe 

«« Of choiceft fort and favour, rich rcpaft !" (kJ 

The manner in which the fon of Thetis 
received the Greek deputies, very much re- 
fembled that . in which the Egyptians treat 
their guefts. 

Achilles Parting, as the chiefs he fpy'd^ 

Leap'd from his feat-^ 

.*— The chiefs beneath his roof he led. 

And plac'd in feats faj with purple carpets fpread* 

— " Patrocltts o'er the blazing fire 
'* Heaps in a brazen vaie three chines entire : 
.«« The brazen vafe Automedon fuftains, 
*' Which flelh of porket, fheep, and goat contains: 
*' Achilles at the genial feaft prefides, 
** The parts transfixes, and with fkill divides* 
'< Mean while Patroclus fweats the fire to raife ; 
'' The tent is brightned with the rifing blaze : 
«* Then, when the languid flames at length fubfide, 
** He ftrows a bed of glowing embers wide, 
^^ Above the coals the fmoaking fragments turns, 
<* And fprinkles facredfalt from lifted uins; 
«* With bread the glitt'ring caniftcrs they load, 
'« Which round the board Menoetius' fon beftow'd; 

CzJ Pope's Odyffey, book XV. 

(aj 1 he French reads " beds of repofe" and the au- 
thor adds, in a note, « Thcfe were fofas of the Orien- 
" tals, which fcrved them by turns ^ feats and beds." T. 

" Himfelf 
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*' tiimTelr oppos'd t'Ulyffes fuU la &ghii 
** fiach portion parts* and orders ev'rf rifie. ' 
'* The ix9i fat (brings, to th' immortals due* 
<< Amidft the greedy flames Patrocliis threw ; 
<« Tiiea each, inddlgtng in the fecial feaft, (h) 
*< His thirft and^onger foberly reprefL" (c) 

r 

A poet of lefs genius than Homer would 
have fuppofed his fublime defcriptions dif- 
figured by fuch minutissi but how inefti- 
iiiable are they to us ! How do they teach ni 
the fimplicity of ancient manners ! A iimpli* 
city loft to Europe^ but ftill e%ifting in the 
Eaft. 

After dinner, the EgyjitiinS fetird to the 
harem^ where they dumber fdme hours dmidft 
their Wive3 slrid children. A commodious 
and agreeable place bf repofe is luxury td 
ihem; Thus Mahomet, who neglefted no* 
thing that might feduce, acquainted with the 
wants and inclinations of men, telh them 
** the inhabitants of paradife enjoy the fweets 
^* of tcpoki arid have a place moft delight** 
** ful to fleep in at ncfon," (d). 

jfbj The FrencK agaiti re&ds '< laid hatids on the vi- 
ands ;" and the author fays in his note, <^ No doubt they 
^< took it with their fingers^ as is pra£tifed at prefent/' T. 

fcj Pope's Iliad, book IX. 

fdj Corani chap. XXV. 

Vol. I. L The 
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The poor, having neither fofa nor harem^ 
lie down on the mat on which they have 
dined. Thus Jefus Chrift, at the laft fup- 
pcr, fulFcred his beloved difciple to repofe 
his head upon his boibm (e). 

It is cuftomary in the evening, to go on 
the water, or breathe the frefli air on the 
banks of the Nile, beneath the orange and 
lycamore fhadcs. An hour after fun-fet (up- 
per is ferved, confifting of rice, poultry, ve- 
getables, and fruits, which are very falutary 
during the heats : the ftomach requires thefe, 
and would rejedt more folid food. Mode- 
ration in eating is the virtue of the cli- 
mate^ 

Such is the ordinary life of the Egyptians, 
Our fhcws, plays, and pleafures, are to them 
unknown ; a monotony which, to a Euro- 
pean, would be death, is delight to a& 
Egyptian. Their days are paft in repeating 
the fame thing, in following the fame cuf- 
tortis, without a wifh or a thought beyond. 
Having neither ftrong paflions, nor ardent 
hopes, their minds know not laflitude : this 
is a tormerit refer ved for thofc who, unabk 

(e) John XI IL 23. 

to 
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to moderate the violence of their defires, or 
fktisfy their unbounded wants^ are weary 
every v^here, and exift only where they arc 
not* 

Ihavi thehonourtobe^ &c« 
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LETTER XIII. 

T'ie paternal authority of the ancient patri-* 
' arcbs perfeSily preferved in Egypt : ' the man-' 
ner in which the father of a family governs 
bis children, and the refpeSl paid to age. 

To M. L, M. 

Grand Cairo* 

Jrl I S T O R Y places the infancy of human 
nature in the Eaft; here paternal authority 
began, and here its rights are flill preferved. 
A father enjoys all the titles nature beftows ; 
the head, the judge, the pontiff, he commands 
his family, terminates their differences, and 
offers up the facrifices of the Courban Bei^ 
ram. (f) Each family £>rms a fmall date, 

of 

(f) A Mahometan feftival^ when each father of a 
family offers up a facrifice, proportionate to his meansw 
The rich immolate iheep atod oxen; the poor obey 
the command, by cutting the throat of a pigeon. This 
feaft, held folemn by the Mahometans, happens fix 
weeks after the Ramadan, and recalls to mind the 
Jewiih^paflbrer. 

Mahomet, unable to abolifh facrifices, divinely autho- 
rized in the Eaft, recommends them in the chapter of 

the 



/- 
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of wWch the father is king; the members 
of it, attached to him by the ties of blood, 
acknowledge and fubmit to his power. Be- 
fore his tribunal their difputes are brought, 
and his fentence, terminating them, reftores 
peace and order. The eldeft holds the fcep- 
tre, experience is his guide, except in what 
regards his houfehold regulation, in which he 
follows the law that cuftom prefcrlbes. 

The children are educated in the women's 
apartment, and do not come into the hall, 
efpecially when Grangers are there. Young 
people are filent when in this hall ; if men 
grown they are allowed to join the converfa* 
tion: but when the Sheik (g) begins to 
(peak they ceafe, and attentively liften ; if he 
enters an aflembly, all rife: they give him 
way in public, and every where (hew him 
efteem and refped. In the time of Herodotus 

the Pilg^alage of Mecca ; but, that he might fan£lify a 
cuftomr idolatry had corrupted, be commanded the invo- 
cation o^God over the flain animal, and added thefe 
remarkable ^words, **' God accepts neither the flefb 
'^ nor blood of victims, but is pleafed with the piety of 
" thofe who facrifice them.'* Coran. 

(g) This title, which fignifies elder, is given to the 
moft ancient of the family ; and, alfo, to thofe who apper<* 
^ain to the law* 

L 3 thefe 
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thcfc manners fubfifted in Egypt, (b) and the 
defpotifm under which it groans fcrvcs to 
preferve them. The ncek of its inhabitants 
bows beneath a yoke of iron. Publickly ta 
difplay wealth would be criminal i whatever 
can excite the avarice of its tyrants is care- 
fully concealed, and there is a fear even ' of 
feeming fortunate. Within the family walls^ 
only, tranquillity and happinefs are to be 
found; and, as the union of its branches 
gives fafety, the common intereft joins with 
brotherly love to maintain harmony. The 
facred laws of nature, in their primitive pu^ 
rity, are here obferved. A numerous pofte^ 
rity often refides under the fame roof; the 
children and grandchildren come and pay 
their common father a daily tribute of vene- 
ration and love : the pleafure of being be- 
loved and refpeded, in proportion as age in- 
creafes, makes him forget he grows old ; the 
content of his heart fparkles in his eyes, and 
fcrenity fmooths the wrinkles of his forehead ; 

(h) Like the Lacedaemonians, who arc the only people 
ameng the Greeks that pay proper homage to old age, 
the Egyptians give way to thofe who are older than them- 
felves, and rife from their feats when they enter. Hero- 
dotus. Euterpe. 

he 
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he is chearful and jocular; and, while his 
youthful dcfcendants wear the moft modeft 
garments, he is decked in the gayeft colours. 
(ij Happy in the bofom of his family, when 
on the borders of the grave, he perceives not 
the approach of death, and reclines to ever- 
lafting reft amidft the embraces of his chil- 
dren. Long do they mourn his lofs, 
and each week ftrew his tomb with flow- 
ers, fij where they recite their funeral 
hymns. The Egyptians have loft the art 
of embalming, but not the feelings which 
gave it birth. 

Among polifhed nations, where the fa- 
mily is more feparated, age is not fo 
much refpedted ; nay, it is often difgracefuL 
The filver haired Sire is often obliged to 
be filent, in prefente of haughty youth; 
or aftume the manners of a boy, to become 
fupportable. In proportion as the burthen 
of time is felt, and the pleafurcs of life dimi- 
nifh, he beholds himfelf an incumbrance evea 

ftj The brighteft cplottrs are referved for the aged, in 
Egypt, and the youth of corrupted manners, only, are 
audacious enough to wear fumptuous habits. 

ft J To ftrew odoriferous plants over, and recite pray- 
ers at, the tomb of relations is a cuftom in Egypt. 

L 4 ta 
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$0 thofe who^ but for him, had never beerif 
They refufe him confolation when he needs 
It mofk, and (hut him from their hearts : the 
pold hand of age withers his faculties, which 
the kindly ftame of filial love warms not. In 
fuch nations, the grey haired, feeling father, 
dies long before he is parried to the grave. 

Let us draw a veil over a pi&ure whicb^ 
thank heaven, ig not univerfal. I was im« 
pelled to make the parallel by the a^eding 
fccnes I here each day witnefs, where the re^^ 
verend patriarch, with his beard floating on 
his bread, fmiles in frigid age, on his grand- 
children, who approach him with their ca- 
refles. He beholds four generations eager 
to pay him all filial d^j^y* ^n^ his heart ex- 
pands ; he delights in life to its laft mpment. 
Yes, Sir, thefe people have, in ignorance, 
prefcrved the fimplicity of ancient manners j 
they know not our arts and fclences, but the 
fweeteft fenfations of nature, which book$ 
leach not, they know, rcyerc, and enjoy. 

What I have faid might be fupportcd by 
a thoufand examples. I will ieled only one 
which is well known. When M. Maillet 
was Conful (fj ^t Qrand Cairo, the Jefiiits 

fi) About a hundred yurs ago, 

perfuaded 



O N I G y P T- 153 

perfuaded the court of France to fend for 
Coptic children to Paris, (m) and there edii« 
cate them in the Catholic faith, that they 
might return and convert their heretical na^ 
tioii. Money and promifes obtained the con* 
fent of ibme fathers, extremely poor; but, 
when the time of feparation came, paternal 
tendernefs revived in all its force, and they 
rather chofe to remain wretched than to 
purchafe eafe by a facrifice too painful to tha 
heart. 

{ have (he honour to be, &c^ 



(m) Copts are the aiicient inhabitants of Egypt, an4 
Jacohine Chnftian^ ; I jDiall ^ak more fully 9f theai 
peieaftef, 
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LETTER XIV. 

Jin account of the Almau or Egyptian Im^ 
provifatore^ tbeir education^ dancings mufic^ 
and the fajjionate delight the natives take 
in tbefe aSlreJfes. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo, 

jIGYPT, Sir, as well as Italy, has her 
improvifatore, called Almai, or Learned; 
which tide they obtain by being more care* 
fully educated than other . women. They 
form a clafs very famous in the country, to 
be admitted into which it is neceflary to 
poflcfs a fine voice, eloquence, the rules of 
grammar, (n) and be able to compofe and 
fing extempore verfes, adapted to the oc- 
cafion. The Almai know all new fongs by 
rote, their memory is ftorcd with th« 

(n) The quantity in Arabic and Latin verfes is the 
fame,' to which the former adds the yarious meafure and 
rhime of the French* Thefe advantages cannot unite, 
txcept when a language is well fixed. 

beft 
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bcft Moals (0) and tales, they are prefent 
at all feftivals, and are the ahief ornament 
of banquets. They place them in a raifed 
orcheftra, or pulpit, where they ling xlurin^ 
the feaft, after which they defcerid, and 
forni dances, which ho way refemblc ours. 
They are pantomimes, that reprefent the 
common incidents of life. Love is their 
ufual fubjea. The fupplenefs of thefe 

(o) Elegiac fongs, which bewail the death of a hero^ 
or the difafters of love. Abulfeda has preferved the 
conclufion of a moal, fung by Ommia, over the ca- 
vity in which his kinfinen had been thrown, after the 
defeat of Beder. 

Have I yet not wept enough over the noble fons of 
the Princes of Mecca I 

I beheld their broken bones, and, like the turtle in 
the deep recefs of the foreft, filled the air with my la- 
mentations* 

Proftrate on earth, unfortunate mothers, mingle 
your fighs with my tears* 

And ye, who follow their cbfequies, fing dirges, ye 
wives, interrupted by your groanS, 

What happened to the princes of the people at Beder, 
the chiefs of tribes ! 

The aged and the youthful warrior, there, lay naked 
^d lifelefs. 
How is the vaje of Mecca changed ? 
Thefe defolate plains, thtefe wildernefles, fcexii to par-f 
take my grief. 

^ Vii di Mahomity far Savaryj pagt 8>' 

dancers 
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dancer* bodies is inconceivaMc, and the 
flexibility of their features^ which take im- 
preflions charai3eriftic of the parts they 
play at will» aftoniihing« The indecency 
of their attitudes is often exceflive ; each 
|ookt each gefture, fpeaks ; and in a man* 
Bcr fo forcible as not poffibly to be mif* 
underftood. They throw afide modefty 
with their vdls. When they begin to 
dance, a long and very light iilk robe 
floats on the ground, negligently girded 
by a fa(h; long black hair, perfumed, and 
in treifesi dcicends over their ihoulders s 
the fhift, tranfparent as gauze, fcarcely con- 
9tzls the ikin; as the a€tion proceeds the 
various forms and contours, the body can 
^ume feem progrefl^vei the found of the 
flute, the cafianets, the tambour de bafque, 
4ind cymbals, regulate^ increafe, or flacken, 
their fteps. Words, adapted to fuch like 
fcenes, inflame them more, till they appear 
Intoxicated, and become frantic bacchantes, 
Forgettipg all referve, they then wholly 
libandon themfelves to the diforder of their 
fenfes, while an indelicate people, who wi(h 
liothing fhould be left to the imagination^ 

redouble theu- applaufe^ 

Thefe 
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Thefe Almai are acfmitted into all ha- 
rems ; they teach the women the new 
airs, recount amorous tales^ and recite po- 
ems, in their prcfence, which are intereft- 
irig by being pidures of their own man- 
ners. They learn them the myfteries of 
their art, and inftrud them in lafcivious 
dances. The minds of thefe women are 
cultivated, their converfation agreeable, they 
fpeak their language with purity, and, ha« 
bitually adcli&ing themfelves to poetry^ 
learn the moft winning and fonorous modes 
of cxpreffibn. Their recital is very grace-' 
fol; when they fing, nature is their only 
guide : fome of the airs I have heard from 
them were gay, and in 9 light and lively 
meafure, like fomeofoyrs; but their excel- 
lence is moft feen in the pathetic. When 
they rehearic a moal, in the manner of 
the ancient tragic ballad^ by dwelling upon 
afieding and plaintive tones, they infpire 
melancholy, which infenfibly augments, till 
it melts in tears. The very Turks^ ene^ 
mies ais they are to the arts, the Turks them-« 
felves, pafs whole nights in liftening to 
them. Two pedple fing tqgethdr, ibjBC-* 
times, hut, like their orcheftra, they are 

always 



158 LETTERS 

always In unifon : accompaniments, in mufic^ 
are only for enlightened nations; who, 
while melody charms the ear, wifli to have 
the mind employed by a juft and inven- 
tive modulation. Nations, on/ the contrary, 
whofe feelings are oftener appealed to than 
their underftanding, little capable of catch- 
ing the fleeting beauties of harmony, de- 
light in thofe fimple founds which im- 
mediately attack the heart, without call- 
ing in the aid of reflexion to increafe fenfi- 
bility. 

The Ifraelites, to whom Egyptian man- 
ners, by long dwelling in Egypt, were ber 
come natural, alfo had their Almai. At 
Jerufalem, as at Cairo, it feems, they 
gave the women Icflfons. St. Mark re- 
lates a fadt which proves the power 
of the Oriental dance over th§ heart of 
man. (p) 

" And when a convenient day was come, 
** that Herod on his birth-day made a 
^^ fapper to his lords, high captains, and 
,*« chief eftatea of Galilee ; 

And when the daughter of the faid 



<f 



{f) St. Mark, chap. vi. ver. 21^ 

^^ Hcrodias 
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^' Herodias came in^ and danced^ and 
«• plcafed Herod, smd them that fat with 
•• him, the king faid unto the damfel, 
^ Aik of me whatfoevcr thou wilt, and I 
•' will give it thee. 

** And he fware unto her, Whatfoever 
** thou (halt aik of me, I will give It 
*' thee, unto the half of my kingdom. 

*^ And (he went forth, and fdd unto 
" her mother. What fhall I afk, and (he 
« (aid. The head of John the Baptift. 

«* And fhe came in ftraightway with 
'* hafte unto the king, and alked, faying, 
^* I will that thou give me by and by in 
*' a charger the head of John the Bap- 
•^ tift. 

<' And immediately the king fent an 
^' executioner^ and commanded his head 
'* to be brought, and he went* and be* 
** headed him in the prifon." 

The Almai are preient at marriage ce- 
remonies, and precede the bride, playing 
on inflruments. They alfo accompany fu- 
nerals, at which they ling dirges, utter 
groans and lamentations, and imitate every 
jBiark of grief and dei^air* Their price is 

high, 
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iiigh, and they feldom attend anjf hui 
wealthy people, and great lords. 

I was lately invited to a 'iplendid fup<^ 
per^ which a rich Venetian merchant gavd 
the receiver -general of the finances of 
Egypt. The Almai fung various airs, du- 
ring the bancjuety and afterwards the praifes 
of the principal guefts. I was moft pleafed 
by an ingenious allegory, in which Cupid 
was the fuppofed interlocutor. There was 
play after fupper, and I perceived handfuls of 
fequins were occasionally feht to the fingers. 
This feftival brought theni fifty guineas, at 
leaft; they are not, however/ always to well 
paid. 

The common people have their Almai^ 
alfo, who are a iecond order of the/e wo^ 
men^ imitators of the firft; but have nei- 
tlier their elegance, grace, nor knowledge^ 
They are feen every where; the publid 
fquares and walks round Grand Cairo abound 
with them j the populace require ideas to 
be conveyed with ftilF lefs difguife^ de- 
cency therefore will not permit me to dtf- 
fcribe the licentioufnefs of their motions 
and pbftufesi of which no idea can be 

formed 
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formed but by fedng. The Indian B(^a- 
Meres are cxemplarily modcft, when com- 
pared to the dancing girls of the Egyptians. 
This,. Sir, is the principal divcrfion of 
thefe people, and in which they greatly 
ddight. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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^be prhate life of the Egyptian womn^ their 
inclinatipns, morals^ employments^ pkafures^ 
the manner in which they educate their cbilr 
dren^ and their cuflom of weeping over the 
tombs of their kindred^ after having Jlrewed 
them with flowers and odoriferous plants. 

To M. L. M, 

Grand Cairo. 

1 HAVE already. Sir, defcribed the mode 
of life of the men, but have faid little con- 
cerning that of the women. This Oriental 
referve will not plcafe a European; (q^) I 
will, therefore, endeavour to give you a 
general idea of female manners, in this coun- 
try. 

(q) The Egyptians never mention their wives in con- 
verfation ; or, if obliged to fpeak of them, they fay the 
mother of fuch a perfon, the miftrefs of the houfe, &c. 
Good manners will not permit the vifitor to aflc. How 
does your wife do. Sir? But, in imitation of their 
referve, it is neceifary to. fay, How docs the mother of 
fuch a perfon do ? And this they think an infult unlefs 
afked by a kinfman, or an intimate friend. This I 
relate as perfe&Iy charadleriftlc of Eaftern jealoufy. 

In 
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In Europe, women adt parts of great 
confequence, and often reign fovereigns on the 
world's vaft theatre; they influence man- 
ners and morals, and decide on the moil 
important events ; the fate of nations is fre- 
quently in their hands. How different in 
Egypt, where they are bowed down by the 
fetters of flavery, condemned to fervitude, 
andjiave no influence in public affairs. Their 
empire is confined within the walls of the 
harem. There are their graces and charms 
entombed : the circle of their life extends 
not beyond their own family and dome (lie 
duties, ("rj 

Their firft care is to educate their children, 
and a numerous pofterity is their moft fervent 
wifh; public refpe<5l and the love of their 
hulband are annexed to fruitfulnefs. This 
is even the prayer of the poor, who earns 
his bread by the fweat of his brow ; and, 
did not adoption alleviate grief, v^'hen nature 
is unkind, a barren woman would be incon^- 
iblable. The mother 4aily fuckles her child, 

r (rj The con^piler Pomponius Mela pretends women 
do the out-door bufinefs, in Egypt, and men that of the 
houfchold. Every writer who has been in this country 
dilproYCS the opinion* 

M 2 whofc 
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whofe infant fmiles^ added to frequent 
pregnancy, recotnpences all the cares and 
pains they incurred. Milk difeafes, and 
thofe maladies which dry up the juices of 
the youthful wife^ who fends her offspring 
to be nurtured by a ftranger, are here 
unknown. That mothers fhould fuckle their 
young is a law as ancient as the world i it is 
cxprefsly commanded by Mahomet. **«Let 
'• mothers fuckle their children full two 
^* years, if the child does not quit the breaft ; 
** but {he fliall be permitted to wean it with 
" the confent of her hufband.'* fsj Ulyflcs, 
in the Elyfian fields, beholds his mother, his 
tender mother, there, who had fed him with 
her milk and nurtured him in infancy, ftj 

When obliged by circumftances to take a 
nurfe, they do not treat her as a ftranger ; (he be- 
comes one of the family, and paiTes her days 
amidfl thexhildren (he has fuckled, by whom 
flie ischerifhed and honoured as a fecond mother. 

Racine, who pofTeiTed not only genius but 
all the knowledge neceffary to render genius 
confpicuous, ilored with the learning of the 
finefl works of Greece, and well acquainted 
with oriental manners, gives Phcedra her 

fs) Coran. (O Odyffcy, book xxiih 

nurfe 
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nurfe as her fble confidante. The wretched 
queen^ infeded by a guilty pailion {he could 
not conquefj while the fatal fecret oppreiled 
z heart that durft hot unload itfelf^ could not 
relblve to fpeak her thoughts to the tender 
CEnone, tUl the latter had faid 

Cruelle, quand ma foi vous a*t-elle de^ue ? 
SoDgez-voss, qu'en naiflknt, mes bras voos ont refoe ? 

When, cracl qneen, by me were you deceived ? 
Did I not £rlt receive you in tbefe armi ? 

The harem is the cradle and School of 
infancy. The new**born feeble being is not 
there fwaddled and filleted up in a fwathe, 
the fource of a thoufand difeafes. Laid naked 
on a mat^ expofed in a vaft chamber to the 
pure air, he breathes freely, and with his 
delicate limbs fprawls at pleafure. The new 
element in which he is to live is not 
entered with pain and tears. Daily bathed 
beneath his mother's eye, he grows apace; 
free to ad, he tries his coming powers, rolls, 
crawls, rifes, and, fhould he fall, cannot 
much hurt himfelf, on the carpet, or mat, 
which covers the floor* fu) 

(u) The rooms are paved with large flag ftones, 
walhed once a week, and covered in fummer with a reed 
inat, of artful workmanfliip, and a carpet in winter. 

M3 He 
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He is not bnniflied his fathers houie when 
feven years old, and fent to college with the 
lofs of health and innocence; he does not, 
tis true, acquire much learning ; he perhaps 
can only read and write ; but he is healthy, 
robuft, fears God, refpedts old age, has filial 
piety, and delights in hofpitality; which 
virtues, continually pradifed in his fanoily, 
remain deeply engraven in his heart. 

The daughter's education is the fame« 
Whalebone and bufks, which martyr Euro- 
pean girls, they know not 5 they run naked, 
or only covered with a ihift, till fix years 
old, and the drefs they afterwards wear con- 
fines none of their limbs, but fuffers the 
body to take its true form, and nothing is 
more uncommon than ricketty children, and 
crooked people. Man rifes In all his majefty, 
and woman difplays every charm of pcrfon, 
in the Eaft* In Georgia and Greece, thofc 
fine marking outlines, thofe admirable forms, 
which the Creator gave the chief of his works 
are beft prefer ved. Apelles would ftill find 
models worthy of his pencil there. 

The care of their children does not wholly 
employ the women ; every other domeftic 
concern is theirs : they overlook their houfe- 

hold. 



O N -E G Y P ^. 157 

hoTdf Md do not think themfelves dcbafed by 
preparingt themfelves^ their own food^ and 
that of their huibands. Former cuftoms^ ilill 
IbbfifUng^ render thefe cares duties. Thus 
Sarah haftened to bake cakes upon the hearth^ 
when angels vifited Abraham^ who performed 
the rights of hofpitality. Menelaus thus 
entreats the departing Telemachus : — 

'' Yet ftay, my ftknia, and in your chariot take 
*' The nobleftprefeats that oar love can make : 
** Mean- time J commit we to oar women's care 
" Some choice domeftic viands to prepare ; (x) 

Subjea to the immutable laws by which 
cuftom governs the Eaft, the women do not 
aflbciate With meh> not even at table^ fyj 
where the union of fexes produces mirth» 
and wit^ and makes food more fweet. When 
the great incline to dine with one of their 
wives, flie is informed, prepares the apart- 
ment, perfumes it with precious eiTences, 
procures the mod delicate viands, and receives 
her lord with the utmoft attention and refped:* 
Among the common people, the v«romen 
ufually ftand, or fit in a corner of the room/ 
while the hufband dines, often hold the bafoa 

. fx) Pope's Odyffey, book xv. 

(yj Sarah, who prepared the dinner for Abraham ai&A. ' 
Jtisguefls, fat not at uble,.but rcoiain^d in her tent. 

M4 for 
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for him to wafli, and fervc him at tabic, (x) 
Cuftoms like thcfe, which the Europeana 
rightly call barbarous, and exclaim againft 
with juftice, appear fo natural here, that thiey 
do not fufped it can be otherwife elfewhere* 
Such is the power of habit over man : what 
for ages has been, he fuppofes a law of nature. 
Though thus employed, the Egyptian 
women have much leiTure, which they fpend 
among their flaves, embroidering faffics, 
making veils, tracing dcfigns to decorate their 
fofas, and in Spinning. Such Homer pointed 
the women of his times. 

^« But Hot as yet the fatal news had fpitad 

f # To fair Andromache, of Hedor dead ; 

*' As yet no meflenger had told his fate, 

^' Nor e'en his ftay without the Scoean gate. 

** Far in the clofe itcefles of the dome, 

*' Peofive (he ply'd the melancholy loom ; 

•• A growing work employed her fecrct hours, 

•• Confusedly gay with intermingled flow'rs. 

^' Her £ur.h^r*d handmaids heat the brazen urn, 

•' The bath prcpariAg for her Lord's return :" (a) 

(z) I lately dined with an Italian, who had married 
W Egyptian woman, and affumcd their mswncrs, haTing 
lived here long, IJis wife and fiftcr-in-law flood in my 
prcfcnce, and it was with difficulty I prevailed on them 
to fit at table with us, where they were extremely timid 
Mddifconcerted^ 

r^; Pope's Iliad, |H»kxa(iU 

Telemachus, 
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Telemachus, feeiog Penelope fpeak to the 
fuitors on affairs to which he thought her 
incompetent^ fays— 

'* O royal mother ! ever-honoured name ! 

*' Permit me (cries Telemachtts) to claim 

" A foii'9 jaft light. No Grecian prince b«t I 

" Has pow*r^this bow to grants or to deny. 

'* Of all that Ithaca's rough hills contain, 

** And all wide Eli»* couHer«.breed]ng plain, 

" To me alone my father's arm^ ddcend ; 

** And mine alone they are to giye or lend^ 

•' Retire, oh Queen ! thy houfhold talk refume, 

*' Tend, with thy maids, the labours of the loom % 

V The bow, the darts« and arms of chivalry. 

^' Thefe cares tp man belong, and moft to me." 

pope's Odyffey, bookxiL 

The Queenj far from being offended at 
this freedom, retired, admiring the manly 
wiidom of her Ton, 

Labour has its relaxations 5 pleafure is not 
banifhed the harem. The nurfe recounts 
the hiftory of paft times, with a feeling wfiich 
her hearers participate; chearful and paf- 
fionate fongs are accompanied by the flaves, 
with the tambour de bafque and caftanets, 
Sometimes the Almai come, to lenliven the 
fcene with their dances, and afieding recitals, 
and by relating amorous romances i and, at 
the cloie pf the i^ty^ th$rp is g repaft, in which 

e^quiiita 



170 LETTERS 

exquiflte fruits and perfumes are ferved with 

profufion. Thus .do tbey endeavour to chanh 

away the dulnefs of captivity. 

Not that, they are wholly prifoners ; once or 

twice a week they are permitted to go to the 

bath, and vifit female relations and friends. 

To bewail the dead is^ likewife^ a duty they 

are allowed to perform. I have often feen dii^ 

tracked mothers round Grand Cairo^ reciting 

funeral hymns over the tombs they had ftrf w- 

ed with odoriferous plants. Thus Hecuba and 

Andromache fij lamented over the body of 

, ' Ui&ot; 

fij I will infert the complaints of Andromache and 
Fatima, the daughters of Mahomet, that jovl^ Sir, may 
compare them* 

ANBROMACUE. 

*' And, Oh my Hedor ! Oh my Lord ! fhe crie«» 
*' Snatched iii thy bloom from theie defiring eyes I 
** Thou to the diimal realms for ever gone I 
** And I abandon'dy defolate, alone ! 
** An only fon, once comfort qf our pains, 
** Sad produ£t now of haplefs love remains I 
** Never to manly age that fon (hall rife, 
** Or with encrea£ng graces glad my eyes ; 
•* For Dion now, (her great defender flain) 
<* Shall fink a fmoaking ruin on the plain. 
** Who now protefb her wives with guardian care ? 
'* Who favcs her infants from the rage of war ? 
«' Now hoftile fleets muff waft tbofe infants o'er, 
*• Thofc wives moft waft 'em to a foreign ^ore I * ' 

" Thou 
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Hc&oT ; and thus Fatima and Sophia wept over 
Mahomet. This cuflom was not unknown 

to 

^* Thoa too, my Ton ! to barb'rous climes ihall go« 

** THe Ad companion of thy mother's woe ; 

«« Driv'n hence a flave before the vigor's fword; 

** CondemnM to toil for fome inhuman lord. 

** Or elfe fome Greek, whofe father preft the plain^ 

'' Or fon, or brother* by great He&>r ilain ; 

'' In HeAor's blood his vengeance fiiall enjoy^ 

** And hurl thee headlong from the tow'rs of Troy, 

« For thy ftem fathffr never fpar'd a foe: 

" Thence all thefe tears, and all this fcene of woe ! 

** Thence, many evils his fad parents bore, 

*< flis parents many, but his conibrt more. • 

** Why gav'ft thou not to me thy dying hand f 

*^ And why received not I thy laft command ? 

** Some word thou would'ft have fpokcy which (adiy dear^ 

" My foul might keep, or utter with a tear ; 

** Which never, never could be loft in air, 

** Fix'd !n my heart, and oft repeated there ! 

" Thus to her weeping maids fiie makes her moan ; 
** Her weeping handmaids echo groan for groan.'* 

Pope's Iliad, book xxiv« 

FATIMA. 

*« Oh my father ! Minifter of the moft high F Pro- 
^* phct of the moft merciful God ! And art thou gone i 
^* With thee divine revelation is gone alfo ! The angel 
<* Gabriel has, henceforth, for ever taken his flight into 
" the high heavens ! Power fupreme ! hear my laft 
** prayer ; haften to unite my foul to his ; let mc behold 
^* his face ; deprive me not of the fruit of his righteouf- 
y nefs^ nor of his interceffion at the day of judgement/' 

Thea 



lyi LETTERS^ 

to the Romans ; they had their funeral urns 
ftrewed with cyprefs. How cfaarnitngly does 
the elegant Horace Ihed flowers over that of 
Quindiiius! How aflfeding^ how pafiionate^ 
is the ode he addrefles to Virgil on the death 
of their common friend, (c) Among Euro- 
pean 

Then taking a little of the daft from the coffin^, and 
putting it to her face, (he adds, 

<< Who, having ftnelt the duft of his tomb, can ever 

^< find odour in the moft exquifite perfumes I Alas ! 

i<< agreeable feniations are all extindl in my heart ! The 

<* clouds of forrow envelop me, and will change the 

«< bright^ dij to difmal night !" 

Vii de Mah9met^ par Savory^ page ^3^, 

(cj '' Wherefore reftrain the tender tear? 
" Why blulh to weep for one fo dear ? 
*' Sweet mufe, of xnelting voice and ]yrr» 
** Do thoa the moomfal fong infpire. 
" Quinffilius— -funk to endlefs reft« 
«< With death'3 eternal fleep oppreft ! 
<' Oh i when ihall faith, of fool finceret 
«' Of jaftice pure the fifter fair, 
** And modefty, unfpotted maid, 
** And truth in artlefs guife arra/d, 
'< Among the race of haman kind ' 

*' An equal to QuinfUlius find ? 

" How did the good, the virtuous mottrn, 
'' And pour their forrows o'er his um ? 
" But, Virgil, thine the loudeft firain, 
" Yet all thy pions grief is vain, 

« In 
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pcan nations, where tics of kindred arc much 
relaxed, they rid thcmfclvcs all they can of the 
religious duties which ancient piety paid the 
dead ; but the reafon why we die unregretted 
is becaufe we have had the misfortune to live 
unbeloved^ 

The Egyptian women receive each other's 
vifits very afFediionately : when a lady enters 
the harem, the miftrefs rifes, takes her hand» 
prcfles it to her bofom, kifles, and makes her 
fit down* by her fide; a flave haftens to 
take her black mantle; fhe is entreated to 
be at cafe, quits her veil and her outward 

'* In vain do you the gods implore 
" Thy lov'd Quinailius to rcftore, 
** Whom on far other terms they gave, 
** By nature feted to the giave. 

<< What though you can the lyre commaail^ 
'' And fweep its tones with fofter hand 
<' Than Orpheas, whofe harmonious fong 
*< Once drew the liAening trees along, 
*« Yet ne'er returns the vital heat 
** The fhadowy form to animate ; 
** For when the ghoft-compeliing god 
** Forms his black troops with horrid rod, 
** He will noty lenient to the breath 
" Qf prayer, unbar the gates of death* 
*< *Tis hard, bfit patience muft endure, 
f And ibo^ the woes it cannot cure.'' 

FaAKcu's HoKACi, ode xzlv. 

and 
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fhift> (d) and difcovers a floating robe, tied round 
the waift with a fafh, which perfectly dii^ 
plays her (hape. She then receives compliments 
according to their manner, (ej " Why my 
*' mother, or my fifter, have you been fo long 
^* abfent ? We fighed to fee you ! Your pre- 
•* fence is an honour to our houfe ; it is the 
** happinefs of our lives !" &c. 

Slaves prefent coifee, fherbet, and confec* 
tionary ; they laugh, talk, and play ; a large 
difh is placed on the fofa, on which are oranges, 
pomegranates, bananas, and excellent melons. 
Water, and rofe-water, mixed, are brought in 
a ewer ; and with them a filver bafon to wa(h 
the hands, and loud glee and merry converfa- 
tion feafon the meal. The chamber is per- 
fumed by wood of aloes, in a brazier; and, 
the repafl: ended, the flaves dance to the found 
of cymbals, with whom the miftreflcs often 
mingle. At parting they feveral times repeat, 

(d) A habit of ceremony, which covers the drefs, and 
except the collar, gready refembles a fliift. It is 
thrown off,, on fitting down, to be more at eafe, and 
is called, in Arabic, camis. 

(e) Such titles as madam, mifs, or miftrefs, arc un- 
known in Egypt. A woman advanced in years is called 
my mother; when young, my fifter; and, if** a girl, 
daughter of the houfc. • . 

I God 
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God keep you in health ! Heaven graot you 
a numerous offspring ! Heaven prcferve your 
children ; the delight and glory of your fa- 
xnily! r/J 

While a vifitor is in the harem, the huf- 
band muft not enter; it is the afylum of 
hofpltality, and cannot be violated without 
fatal confequences ; a chcrifhed right, which 
the Egyptian women carefully maintain, be- 
ing interefted in its prefer vation. A lover, 
difguifed like a woman, may be introduced 
into the forbidden place, fgj and it is necef- 
fary he fhould remain undifcovered ; death 
would otherwife be his reward. In this 
country, where the paflions are excited by 
the climate, and the difficulty of gratifying 
them, love often produces tragical events. 

The Turkifli women go, guarded by their 
tufluchs, upon the water alfo, and enjoy the 
charming profpedls of the banks of the Nile. 
Their cabins are plcafant, richly embellilhed, 
and the boats well carved and painted. They 
are known by the blinds over the windows; 

.. (f) I mention thefe wiflies, very anciqnt in the Eaftji 
•feecaufe they are found often in the Holy Scriptures. 
(gj I have faid harem figni&cftforWd4?inrpl^C'# ^ 

r > ' and 
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and the mufic by which they are accompa«> 

nied. 

When they cannot go abroad they endea* 
vour to be merry in their prifon. Toward 
fun-fet^ing they go on the terrace, and take 
the frcfti air among the flowers which arc 
there carefully reared. Here they often bathe; 
and thus, at once, enjoy the cool, limpid 
water, the perfume of odoriferous plants, the 
balmy air, and the ftarry hoft which (bine in 
the firmament. 

Thus Bathflieba bathed, when David be« 
held her from the roof of his palace, (b) ■ 

The Turks oblige the public criers to fwear 
they will (hut their eyes when they call the 
people to prayer, that their wives may not be 
ieen from the high minarets. Another more 
certain precaution, which they take, is to 
choofe the blind to perform this pious func- 
tion. 

Such, Sir, is the ufual life of the Egyp« 
tian women. Their duties are to educate 
their children, take care of their houfehojdf 
and live retired with their family: their 
pleafures to vifit, give feafts, in which they 

(ijti Samuel, xi. a. 

oftett 
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often yield to exceflive mirth and licentiouf* 
nefs^ go on the water^ take the air in orange 
groves, and liften t^ the Almaiv iThey deck 
themfelves as a^efully to receive their ac- 
quiiiotaace as^ French Wicmien do to ailure the 
men. Ufually mild anl timid, they become 
daring and furious when under the dominion 
of violent Itove ;_ neither i locks nor grim 
keepers can then prescribe bounds to their 
paffions; which, though death be fufpeijded 
<>^W their, J)»¥^, |Ui^-/«atth^ the ; lycifsno 
gratify, :wd ?fc ^dpni unitfcceftfij. t ^.-.^ ,.: 

\'\"'"-', 'Ihavckhfe'hOnourtbW, Sib: ', 

1 J v-IjUG :;*:- . .. :. J .^ ;• :- • '• i • s* 1 
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LETTER XVI. 

Narrathe tfa lave adventure^ vbkb happened 
attio/ettd. 

T0M.L.M. ' 

Grand Cairo* 

1 H A T I may finifli the portrait I have 
begun, I wUl relate a love aivcnturc. Sir, 
which lately happened at Rofetta; and this 
will give you fome idea of the ftrength of the 
paffion in this country. Fads are better than 
arguments to (hew the manners of a people. 
I ihall be careful that no indecency fhall per- 
vade the pidure ; but^ if the colours are glow* 
ing, the nature of the fubjed mufl plead my 
excufe. 

Haflan, an old jealous Turk, had married 
a Georgian girl of fixteen, and appointed 
guards to watch her. But where is there 
guard fo vigilant as love ? This wealthy lord 
pofTefled fine lands near Rofetta; he had a 
magnificent garden a quarter of a league frpm 
tj^e toTfn, whither »he permitted ttie^mtfa- 

ful 
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fol Jitenky, hk wife, to ^ «ad tpkke die 
«iwQkil wr* SlfMres of both Icjies idwajft 
f^tend^ her» Th«f men watcbicd the wall*, 
aad fl^flpd oeatinel nt the ^tes j the woaseo 
J9mied on her ifi^iQ* where. Hie. Iaiq;vidly 
finyad among ofange bowers. The mor- 
muring fttc^ms.. (he freih verdure* the ten* 
der plaints of dbifrttyrUe dove&i which people 
tbB& axioms, 1>ut increa&d her i»^n<^c4jr. 
.Sh«4>)»dKd fmlt, a9deat» without appetite; 
Suf ggihered flowers, and btucUt wifhcmt 
ptoafiiiet Aa, pie was gravely Walking one 
OFCPiog hy the liver fide, veiJied, and faf- 
iDOnd^^ by hfr^a,v0B, $o go to her garden, 
flie pciceiyed^A UwQp^kRt .who btely had 
arrived at Roi«ttfie .Hi9 im& being £> difib- 
nat j&oaa;jjbfii Ti«dci/(b,.inade. Jtum zeamk- 
ab^. (i) ' TJm eotaof* of youth were vivid 
oa^Inia cheeksj whicjot were not yet tanned fay 
idsie fun, ajid deew later attentionf :$ke paf- 
ied flowly, ^ let her £)fi fail, that, fhe 
might have a pretepce to ftop a moment^ (ij 

4 

- . (ij Eitmfnns :ifek j»% Aty ph%(t In Rofetta | but ibere 
i» daog^r in waA4erjn^ from the city in the Europom 

habit, ^ . 

' (H) Their faiis are of feathers, half circular. In z 
luuMile« ' ' 

N a Her 



ii9« L E t T E R'S 

Her eyes meft Kif^ a^d« thS'lddk Wttlt to bur 

^heart; the air, di« {bape; the feditur^ of die 

iilranger were i{n[](rinted in«hernietn6ryj and 

the impoflibility cf (pd^lAng to, the drea^'of 

ieeitig him lio^ore, gave her a painful (enft 

of flaVeiy. Thus confti^alnt kindled jno- 

ttaentary inclination into in^petaous ;pttffioii. 

Scarcely had (he arrived; an(K>ng the*^ arbours 

of lier garden, before (he-^efcaped-ftdiA^-thfe 

croud ; and, taking one of -her ^otnt^^afide, 

in whom fte had moft • <^nfidence, . &id, 

** Didft thou. pereeiV€^ the youhg ftrahger? 

Didft thou behold -his bright eyfes, add how 

'he looked upon iAe?0, tny fnehd (" My 

^dear ^^tfa ! Qo, find hina / tell him to 5¥ttlk, 

the day after to*morrow, among' the ^^hUige 

-graves; without the garden,' befide thfei #ood 

of dates, where the wall' is kweft/: Say, I 

wiihto fee, to j(peak to him: only bid hSth 

(hun the watchful eyes of my pitilefs keepers/' 

The meflage was pundttally delivered, and 

Hhe European unguardedly promifed ; which 

promife the fight of approaching danger made 

him break. The flave, di%uifed as a tradef- 

^ woman, went a fecond time, and a£ked him 

why he had not kept his word. His excufes 

wore 
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^cre.V&ripus^ anid he fixed a diftant tlme^ 
tbaf he might have leifure to reflect on con-. 
iequenoes. Reikf^on again vanquiihed paf-^ 
fioii ; the fight of an impaled wretch cooled 

bis fortitude^ and he went not to the rendez* 

- - - • - ........ 

TOUS. • 

Z^fa ftturned once more^- bitterly xc^ 
proadied- hmi> .described how ardently her 
miilre& loved him; and hated the • old H^^j, 
pnd^ her charms^ her beauty^ and lamented 
the misfortunes of apeiibn, ftolen from her 
{>arents> and ibid to a barbarian. The youths 
feduced by her di&ourfe, fwpre- that^ on the 
morrow^ he would be under the ofbpur an 
hour after fun*fet. « 

- The beauteous Jemily, ever believing, 
though ever deceived, had been to the bath* 
Her black locks, a cqntraft to the pure whi|s 
of her complexion, fprinkled with rofe*^ water, 
hung in' treiles that reached to the ground 3 
her robes were richly: perfumed ; an embroi<- 
4ered fafii ihewed; her flender waift, and 
b<rand thefe her light robes, w}iich, having 
none Qf< ih^e ftiffnefs of 3r;t, tqpk thexpntour of 
hirr: .hady. I^er.mftnde^ and heir veil were 
,tbrow]>:S^e t ( an Indian handkerchief^ adorn** 
ed wilhpearlsj encircled her head.. : Though 
N 3 every 
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every gttxk of yeutli altfenddl her, flie flill 
feared flie was not bemiteoiis enoog^. Impa- 
tiently (he watted, Ibmetimes liaftening her 
itepa, (btnetimes m foddeAly ftoppbg, and st 
odiers, extending herielf 6n ihe grevnd, folkd 
among, and crufhed, the tender flowers; 
The leaftnoife made her (hudder, and glance 
toward the appointed a^boor. file ibn was 
no more feen; ^e bright ftarB*4ippeared, 
and ni^, here (b delightfbl, fb &Kigni&cent| 
whofe coolmg prefence rdlores fNM^er M 
the languid body, and a!l its energy fo • tbi 
feul, had fpreadher veil overnatoiie, and her 
dark ihades over the %ower '^ere fig^Mt 
the amorous Jemtly. Each hrediA, "tnch 
rufUing leaf, hrought fear and -hope iker« 
nately to her heart. Sufpence, that tortmer 
#* impatient love, gave%ter a ^ott^aad fockiog 
doubts. 

The hour of returning came, and a this4 
time (he faw hcrfclf deceived, Fury takes 
place of afieftion:; ihe breathes ^vengeance^ 
determines to have the life of the perjureri; 
but, Slaving more love than vanity, hopenand 
dc?fire-fo6n cxtinguifli wralh.— ^'* No j he 
^* ihall not die. iGk>, ^, my dear Zeth^ 
ft ^>92K him tb» words of f«ace ; idiipel his 

♦• fears. 
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**.fy9ss, dc^^ 1^7 Icatf Md bid him come 
<« ^d learn tt^-viduje.'^ 

Zetfa retarn^d tP the Butppeas, calmed 
\$& appi^eqfioiM(» .«|b4 jMfliooatdy defcribed 
the tppdcrn^a of h^rjniftreli, «nd the happi'^ 
pdls that awaited him. iQQapable of with- 
^jOiding pieces &> feduaive, the imprudent 
TOUi^ onoe more promiicf) ; but, left to him* 
frj^ the dread 9f an ignomioi<Hi« death <Hice 
ISO^ OMule him violate his Word. Patience 
itfctfh«i« a period} that of Jcmily was long: 
nine months fhe fblicited a man whom /he 
faui (oto but a moment; finding in affec- 
j^n^w wcsfesj one means failing, purfu* 
iOg <u\6th«r; ftill unable to fubmit to the 
Ms of him ihe :had takdn fo much pains to 
i^tain. One evening, afier ihedding tears of 
hit|en«;6» forgetting herfclf in the grove, and 
Ihinking only of her lover, whofc image i*- 
jq^i&ntly |»orfiied her, Hai&n, tired of wuting, 
Ssm^ her harihly. The charm was broken j 
ibe retired, furious, to her apartment: but, 
tlMmgh d^pairiog liOve breadied vengeascCr 
j%t the .fentence he proncmnoed he ibfteaed. 
jmmA* Q©cc mocc, go," feid flic, to hcr faithful 
Zetfa^ **toi.roor^w*t day-break j find the 
<« 'j^disMW |;u«?p!»a. aod hear him thefe 

N4 »y 
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♦* my laft Words.-. — '.J^^y/, ihcei ftran^ef, 
«* thought thou hadA' fetfUbUity, atad'-mjr 
t* heart panted' to be' ti^n*; Nine 'nioiiths 
f* thou haddoteivtd rt*-; perjuiy to tteo-it 
'«' fport. -'Bttfi btware j th)r life is in my hand*; 
'f /^«/andIaftvdetcpmJncd. Haflah^dei 
'^ paftforFiduaonThurfday; he will'^^ta'ni 
*♦ lat*, and I fhall fee in the garden. > Gdnie 
** and receive -thy 'pa^ddn, or a ilave' ^kll 
« bi-ihg me thy ^ead. Jefnily fwekrt'by 
•^* the Prbphet, if longer^ teeglefted, to tie 
^^■revenged." , > . . - ,,.;,. 

• . Zetfo faithfully reported: thefe *rords, wi 
the European hefitatedno longer.' Death; 
twith promffcd plearure,.he preferred/ mjule 
the flave a prefent, coiijarea her to calm-thc 
anger of Jemily, aiid faithfuHypi-omifed h* 
iwouU.bc atthe rendezvous a Jittlci after futtL 
-fct. He was not, however, without his fears*; 
.pcrhapfi hcwas to be pupifhedibr former poi». 
;fidic5^ 1 Could a.Turkifh'woman; find plebrol-c 
,in .pardoning i or. does, wounded pridi m- 
,givei :Theday.come», and hit fears encreal«: 
.Si-.tbpaiand ivandcring thoughts, » tb^Aw^ 
■^rifi6on8:car.i^iaina, and diftrwa his mind?-' 

• '' Pepart 
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pepan he mttft; and the idea of a boauteous 
woman >vnting for him etiflafAed the imagi- 
hatioh, and veiled the danger*. 'He armed 
hixnfclf, cfoffed the iice-fi«lrfs, ftole' ^oKg 
thd wood of dates^-and came to th^ 'wan 
which' divided him from the beauteous Geor- 
gian; ''His heart palpitates i he Iboks^, ''leaps 
%e wall;* and enters the garden, T*^b 'wo- 
men, at feeing him, rife, and appear temfiedy 
while he ftaQds mo.tion}ef$. 'The one — it 
was Jemiiy herfelf — held out herhand> and 
gave him courage. He approaches^ bows 
profoundly ; is kindly raifed ; a iign is given^ 
and the flave difappears. *^ Stranger,'' faid 
Jemiiy, ** why haft thou deceived me fo 
*« long? Thou Ipveft me not." « Pardon, 
" beauteous Jemiiy j my fears have detained 
" mc; but I am come to repair my wrongs at 
^' your feet/' She feemed as if fhe would 
have continued her reproaches ; but, taking 
the youth's hand, which trembled in her own, 
(he led him to an orange grove. The moon- 
beams filvered the foliage.-— But here, without 
further defcription, let us leave the lovers. 

There feems little probability in an event 
like this, judging from European manners; 

and I might eafily have frenchified the ftory, 

- r ^. .. and 



itf L £ T T E R g .. 

and pksde it crf^libk wougb; but the vrfxH 
itould only bave j^sauned ewe error moi;e> .wouI4 
have faid the £|yptims are like Europeans; 
^thout recblk<£&)g the immeoie diffidence 
of th^ Ucentiaus Uber^ of the fex ip on» 
place, aod Qzyrsrj, »» licentiovs in its vfk^s^ 
In the qUlct. Jam more ^Uisfied with relating 
fa<^ ihottld it iibem to want prohal>ilit]r^.tbaa 
ipm^ SMo the ipjpearaoce oif truth. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET* 
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J^aHCHfftn from Grand C^ro to Giza, vfhere 
^ the Prmeb merchants have a com fry bfufe ; 
fhf route from Qista to the Pyramids, •and a 
tahk of their heights, extroBed from- ancient 
mi medem travellers t frvoing the <^reat 
f^amU isjx hundred Jltet high} md-tbai 
in thi time tf Herodotus, before the fond b0d 
4Keumniatod round the hafe» its ferpendimlar 
i^e^ am eight hundred feet* 

To M. L. M, 

lOU art farprifed. Sir, I hare not^yet 
mentioned the pyramids, and eacpedla 4ofcrip* 
tion thw ihall clear and determine your 
doubts. This is the very Tcafootrf" uqr ^ace; 
tuy delay arofe from the defirel had toobtan 
<:ertdnty, and fuch information as iheuM 
'iatisfy your curiofity. One yifit was not 
fuffident, and I am juft returned from -paying 
ihem a fecond, in company i«rjth the -Comtc 
lyAntragues, a French nobleman, whofe 
defire of inftruftion brought him to Bgypt, 
'MoA nrho« in addition to th^ ^alitiea ^e call 
wniabl^, p<^fiis^vnt«»4,lainung. 
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Wc left Grand Cairo after dinner, proceed- 
ing through tiJut paf t of it called Hanefi. The 
Nile was on our right, and the canal of the 
prince of the faithful on our left. * ' The plain 
we croiTed reaches to Foftat, and ii inter- 
fedled by likes, cluftering trees;' girdcns, 
and pleafure houfes, appertiiniilg to -the 
grandees. The moftconfiderable is that of 
Ibrahim Bey, Sheik ElBalad, foj whither 
he often takes his wives, who range in a vafl: 
toclofure^ of orange trees, and pomegranates, 
with a terrace; over which ia a portico that 
looks down upon- the river ; here a part of 
their captivity is pafled. A little farther a 
grand edifice rifes, inhabited by deryices; 
ind which, fcandal fays, afforde fubjeA of 
confolatipQ to the beauteous prifoners* 

Faffing this plain, we came to the mouth 
of the canal of the prince of the faithful, 
and the water^works ;: and, traverfing a part 
of OldCairQ, embarked near thp Mekias, and 
landed at Ciza, where the French merchants 
have hired a handfome country houfe.. Here 
we pafTed the evening, impatient to continue 

our route i bat, r previous tf> this, a prefent 

* • • • 

* (o) TSc title t)f fee-* mift powerful Bey, as I hiaw 
More hidj figtiiiguia^g^^ ' .^ < 
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.^asaaaKfltuy, ^o the .Kiaebef^ (p) whp.jmih 
imiiibd Q6 two^C/beiis,) (jgj .to, pvotcA ^fStom 
ithe ' pluodering ArabSi ^ 'Tfais^ formerly^ ; was* % 
^volnntarf ^ft; a mem mark of refpc£k ; . it !• 
:Aow^4dbcitt;: which the goiceraor. Is^s on 
JBucopeaa ciiridfityL.vItrorijgiiaftted .with, the 
Englifh^ ywhoi retarning^irom BdngaU never 
jEttil ' to. vifit< the . p^nwii^ ; The M\y:. and 
vanity of thefe Nabobs^'; \^ho deal dut :thfir 
.gold by han4M^9 has madb tra^lliogiiiiQtt 
iezpenfive; . and! difficult, 'fbr perfona> .Whb 
,have not:.^ot6rnedr the iridft prdvince$ of 

.Bengal./ jcrniv I. ::,....;... . . ' , ,. 

: . ThoepedSbniacceptecl^iandihe.efcQctcdact^ 
.we Uft'Qitt about/an iioor; aftci: midij^ht, 
and fearcely\had. prbdeedec^ ca^.qqaiter! ofcu 
Jeague before we perceived the iop9x>ftfak^twb 
grand pyramids. We were bat duwrjidagi^es 
^frbm.thetb, 9tid..the nsobniiihone on them 
witti full i fplendour^ They appeared Hlie two 
pointed rocks, with their . fiimmits in tb» 
clouds, and tte.afpe£t of ihefe^htiquemooi]^ 
ments,. wbioh hare farvived nitions, empires, 
and the ravages of time, ;iofpirbd venocaitioo. 
The calm . . of riatuf e,, and ' the filence • • «f 

f^; Governor. ' ' *' '" ! '.\"'^' 

^fj Menof thcliwf QrofautlHN-it^iuj>oBgthcAriil)f. 

night. 
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•wi^tt idd€id tp wot OiMjbay i md.i 
«iffii^ a ietn»rfM£ti?o ^ance over tlM ages 
tbat have pafibd by iheft saojfphma, wlach 
4ube- hisifelf caoaot fliake, OunUors wiiii 
iov^ntary aigre. Peace be to die bft of the 
-4fatea«M>iiderf of: the. world 1 ..HoaooieiL be 
die people by vfaom tfa^ werejraife4 1 

la the ach phlms that finoimd Amt, 
FaUe hat placed the Blyfiaa feUs; their 
-iaterf^fting cansda are the Styx and thcLeths. 
The oreatioQS of Mfitiohgy here gleaittacra6 
Ac iiiindt aad theJiadeaof her hataad, 
her warlike, her poetical, hervirtupus,)Mfoei« 
^lide mod. .{hoof^.-appeac . itod . dUappeaiv at 
,£dyoy'«i calL How highly i» pottry inkblad 
.to thefb phccsi and how. .highly are thqr 
andebted to poetiy^ fung as. they have been 
obyOdphcHS and Homer 1 
l.jWc a|^coa<:h:the pyramidi^ ifriuch, with 
'mBpe& vaiyisg» according to the windings of 
«dK plain we tjravede, and the fituation of 
ifae.dhonds, beoonie more and more diftind. 
^ih<df paft three in- tb& mormng we found 
.ODf iebves at the foot ^of the -greateft ; wie left 
«ar;dothts at'the -door, where it is entered, 
and defcended each with a torch. W^ fur^ 
.««6ded tUl w« fame to a pl^ce where we were 
cr.:^.: obliged 



ddiged t» cvawt, i&M Ik^Hif' tb {Aft itifb 
tkeftcoad entiy, ^IlSslf-<50iteQMft4cd f» 4fb 
ML We> dioi «rceiuk|l M 61ft- kokoi^ i^ 
porting oorfthrtrs 49jtb oifi^ IfMds f^Aft ' die 
Ue$ ; ol&erwife:iA»4r««b In dtiiiger ciffliiiiitg 
predpitaldy ^lowA ^iuy ^iiMliaed pkae; die 
siotcfac8, or fteps, of whkh did not aft>rd 
certain ^fr-hoM. We fired a piOiol about 
the middie, the fearfol noife of which waa 
long rererberated aawAg the eavitiea of thia 
iBHtienrfe edtfiee^ ami which awakened thocK 
fimis €if bars> much' l«ger than thofi^ of 
Bwope> thlt,- darting up and down, beat 
agsdnft 0or hands and face, and extinguiihed 
ieveral of our lights* > Come to the top» we 
entered^ through a very low door> a great 
oblong diambcr^ entirdy of granite. Seven 
enorasous ftones^ cf offing from one wall 03 
die othe^ foriMd the ceiling. A ^rcopha- 
gWy cntfrc^m a blookbf -marble, J6 placed at 
one end ; it has been violated by man, for it 
is empty, and the lid has been' torn off. Bits 
of eaithen va&s are fcattered round. Beneath 
this cbtaaHei is another, lefs, where is the 
entraoceLof a conduit^ foil of rubbi(b. After 
examining thefe caverns, where the light of 
day never enters> and the ihades of eternal 

night 
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tS^ghlc 6^w n^oce tkick.K»d,darJ(j we cfefisebd^ 
fA bj ihfijWz^, yfPjCifisHi ^tal^iog. cit» nOt ifo 
jfiMib^ into a wdl, '/tj w||ichi» (A'theleft^ 
.W.vbi<^ imu^w to.j(hr fadUomofthc 
pyramid.. The WJwilbiiiithisedtfite, being 
iieyei; changjbd* .18: forJbot' arid liiephitia as 
ialmoft iafu0bc9(Q^r* ./When w6.ctfiQOttt«.we 
'."wereibcuh^Jniisveati as p«de m jdcatb, ^aod 
migbt have )bceiQ tajc^a for ifp^dfi^, rifiag 
/rom the aby£> of darkoefs... ]tbtiog.ca|fn4y 
breached the open air, and refreAied Q^felvc^ 
we hafl^ned.to fcale .this jnounjtain of d»aD. 
It is . cQixipofed of more tban.;tvro bundled 
Uyj^Ts of:<lpfte tl^tttosode !in...^rf)q:»ortion to 
their hpigbt, which Js from four feet to two. 
Thefe enormous fleps mud all be: njoixnited^ 
to iirrive at the fummit'; ai\d this 5hre:under«^ 
look, beginning at the Nortfa-Baft anglo» 
.which is the leail damaged, but did ::nQt 
accompli0) our taik till, after half.ao ihpur';S 
fevere kbour,; 

;. Piy begistn to break, and the Bail gradually 

.afllimed iripre glowing .cdloura.r .we.-fiLtea- 

Joying a pure air. and a. rooft. dcUciQiiflL cool- 

nefs. The fun-beams^ foon gHdodrihe.'t(q> 

("r) This was known to Pliny — " There is^a well 
•* in the Pyramid 86 cabits deep." lib. j6/ ' ' " ' ' 

- of 
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of Mokkatam^ (s) and fdon rofe abwc it, 
in the horisoni wc received his firft rayt, 
and beheld^ at a diftance, the tops of the 
pjrr amids ei Saccara^ three leagues from us^ 
in the plain of Mummies* The rapid light 
diicovered^ every moment, new beauties ; the 
tops of minarets, of date-tree groves^ planted 
round the village^, ahd on the hills, and the 
flooding beams alike inundated mountains 
and valleys : the herds left the hamlets* the 
boats fprcad their fails, and out eyes followed 
the vaft windings of the Nile* On the North 
were fterUe hilki and barren fandsi on the 
South the^ river, and waving fields, vaft as the 
ocean \ to the Eaft ftood the fmall town of 
Gisa ; and the towers of Foftat, the minarets 
of Or^nd Cairo, and the caftleof Salah Eddin, 
terminated the profped. Seated on the high- 
eft, the moft antient* the moft wonderful, of 
the works of man, as upon a throne, our tyt^^ 
wandering round the horizon, beheld a dread- 
ful defert, the rich plains in which the Ely- 
fian fields had been imagined, villages, towns, 
a majcftic river, and edifices which fcemcd the 
work of giants* The univerfe contains not 
a landfcape more variegated, more magni- 

(s) A mountain which overlooks Grand Cairo. 
yOL. I. O ficCftt, 
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ficent, more iwful ; which more impels con<- 
tempIation> mdre elevates the foul ! 

Having engraved our naales on the top of 
the pyramid, we cautioufly defcended; for 
the deep abyfs lay before us ; a piece of ftonc 
breaking under our hands, or beneath our 
feet, had caft us headlong down. 

Once more fafe at the bottom, we made 
the tour of the pyramid, contemplating it 
with a kind of terror. Looked at near, it 
feems compofed of detached rocks; but, a 
hundred paces diilant, the largenefs of the 
ftones is loft in the immeniity of the ftrudure, 
and they appear very fmall. 

To this day, its dimenfions are proble«>* 
matical. Since the time of Herodotus many 
travellers and men of learning have meafured 
it ; and the difference of their calculations^ 
far from removing, have but augmented, 
doubt. I will give you a table of their 
admeafurcmcnts ; which, at leaft, will fcrvt 
to prove how difficult it is to come at truth. 



Height 
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Hciglit of the grand Width of one fide^ 

Pyramid. 

Ancients. Feet* Fecf. 

Herodotus - 800 - • i - - 800 

Strabo - - 625 - - - • « 600 

Diodorus - - 600 fomc inchesj r - 700 

Pliny - - - • 708 

Moderns. 

LeBruyn • 616 -..^. 704 

Prolp. Alpinus 625 - - . - - 7^0 

Thevenot - • 520 • - ^ - - 682 

Niebuhr - - 440 - - • - • 710 

Greaves . - 444 . - ^ -. « 648 

Number of the layers or fteps. 
Greaves « - ' 207 
Maillet - - - 208 
Albert Lewenftein 260 
Pococke - • 212 
Belon - - -250 
Thevenot - - 208 

To me it feems evident that Greaves and 
Niebuhr are prodigioufly deceived, in the 
perpendicular height of the grand pyramid- 
All travellers agree it contains, at leaft, two 
hundred and fcven layers, which layers arc 

O 2 from 
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from four to two feet high, (u) The higheft 
are at the bafe, and they decreaie infenfibly 
to the top. I meafured feveral which were 
more than three ieet high, and I found none 
that were lef^ than two ; dierefore, the leaft 
mean height that can be allowed them is 
two feet and a half, which, according to 
the calculation of Greaves himfelf, who 
counted two hundred and (even, will give 
five hundred and feventeen feet, fix inches, 
in perpendicular height. 

Obfcrvc that Greaves, Maillet, . Theve- 
not, and Pococke, who differ in the num- 
ber of fteps only from two hundred and 
feven to two hundred and twdve, all have 
afcended the north-caft angle, as the one 
leaft damaged. I di4 the fame, and count* 
ed two hundred aqd eight; butj if we 

(u) The fteps arc from two feet and a half to four 
feet high, not being fo high towards the top as at the 
bottom. Pococke s Travels^ voL I. p. 43. 

The height of the firft layer is five feet ; but this 
height ijUcn^ly decreafcs to the top« Projpir j/lpinus^ 
cap. 6« 

This pyramid has twQ hundred and eight fteps of 
'large ftoncs,' *the mean height of which is two feet and 
a half, fwrfome that I meafured are higher, and were 
^boYC three feet. Thevtnot^ fagi 2^%. 

remark 



I 
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remark that the pyrakxud ba» beeti opened 
od ' die fide fromidg the defert^ that the 
ftbiies have been thrown down, and that the 
£uida which have covered them have form^ 
ed a confiderable hill, we (hali no longer 
woddo: that Albert Leweinftein, Belon, and 
Profper Alpinus, who aicended either the 
feoth-eaft or ibuth^weft angle, lefi expoM 
to the fands of Lyfaia, found a greater nom* 
her of fteps : for* which reafon, their cal«^ 
cdation, a^eeing with that of Diodoms 
and Strabo, feema neareft the true height of 
the pyramid, takeo from its origioal bafe; 
and we have cavie to belkve it was at leaft 
fix hundred ftet high. What. Strabo fays is 
alffloft proof pofitive. ^* About half way up, 
<* an one fide, is aftone,that may be removed, 
** which ftopa up an oblique entry that 
*' leads to the qoffin, which is^ depofited 
♦* within the pyramid/' (x) This entry, 
which is now open, and which, in the 
time of Strabo, fj/ was about half way 
up,, is, at preAsit, te)t a handired feet frohi 
the baie. Thus the rubbiih of the coating 

fxj Strabo, Kb. ij. 

(j) i. e. In the age of Auguflui. 

O3 of 
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of the pyramids * and the ftones dug out 

and taken from tho infide, fince covered by 

fands^ have formed, in this place, a hill 

two hundred feet high. Pliny fupports this 

opinion, (zj The grand fphinr, in bis age, 

ftood fixty*two {ett above ground; but its 

body is now buried under the fand, and the 

neck and head only appear, which are twen* 

ty*feven feet high. If this fphinx, which 

the pyramids (belter from the north winds 

that drift up the fands of Lybia, has, ne* 

^verthelefs, been covered thirty feet, ioaagioe 

how. great muft be the quantity gathered on 

the north fide of an edifice which intercepts 

iheiib fands, by a bafe of. more than (even 

hundred feet in extent. To this we muft 

attribute the prodigious difilerence between 

the accounts of the hiilorians, who mea- 

.fitred the grand pyramid, in diftant times, 

and at oppofite angles. Herodotus, who 

lived nearefi: the time of its foundation, 

when its real bafe was bare, allows it to have 

been eight hundred feet fquare, (a) which I 

think very probable. This is alfo the opi. 

nion of Pliny, who fays it covered a fpace 

(%) Pliny, lib. j6. 
_ (a J Eutcrpc. 

of 
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of eight acres, (b) Shaw, (c) Thevcnot, 
(d) and the reft of the travellers, who 
have pretended this pyramid was never 
finiihed, becauie it is open and is not coated, 
are miftaken. That it was coated will be 
proved by the remains of mortar, flill found 
in feveral parts of the fleps, mixed with 
fragments of white marble: and, if we 
read, attentively, the defcription the an- 
cients have given of it, every doubt will va- 
nifh, and truth be feen in all Its luftre« Let 
us examine a few of thefe paflages. 

^^ The grand pyramid was coated by 
♦* polifhed ftones, perfedly joined, the leaft 
^' of which was thirty feet long. It was 
*' built in the form of fleps, on each of 
'^ which wooden machines were ereded, to 
^* raife the ftones to the next. Herodotua 
** Euterpe. 

^ The grand pyramid is built of ftones, 
** very difficult to work, but, of etcrnat 
" duration. They are hitherto preferved 

^' without damage, (e) and were brought 

i 
(h) Pliny, lib. 36. ^ ^ ' 

{c) Shaw*s Travels. 

{d) Voyage dc Levant, page 255. '•> 

{i) About the middle of the Auguftan ^^ - ^ n 

O 4 ** from 



^' from the marble qus^rries of Arabia/''. 
piodarus Skvfus^ lib* i. 

The hiftorian thought the whole edUice 
had been built of fto^ef fi^ailar to thq 
coating, which w^ of vecy bard marble* 
|iad this coating been hri>kfQ» in parl» h? 
would have leen^ up4crqeatbt it calcareous 
ftoiic, tolerably foft. 

*« The grand pyramid is built p/ ftQa.e«« 
V brought from the q^arrie^ cf Arahiaa and 
^' is not far from t]be vill^ f)f Buiiris^ 
♦' (fj where people liv^ ^o hvt^ the 
?« agility to mount tp the tOf).'* FHf^t 
Ub. 36. 

We fee thft Pliny, deceived by appear* 
ances, was under the i^fiie error u Diodo* 
(US; but the parage qlearty ikowi the 
pyramid was coated* Ja bSif U would 
not have been furprizing that ^ inhabi- 
tants of ]^^^^ria could mo^nt « buildiibg that 
l^ad ftepsii but it. w*a, tuceedingly fo that 
t^iey iboald ^fcehd a n¥>untain, the foui? 
ipdes of whkh prefeiyed a m^ fucBtf^ of 
polifhed marble flabs, laid flanting. 

I ihall forbear being more particular, to 

(f) This village ftiJI remains, is called Boufir, and 
^ wily 9 ^Hirt league from the pyramids, 

prove 
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prove that the grand pyramid was coated 
with marble : the fadl is inconteftible* 
That it was (hut is equally true, as ap- 
pears from Strabo; and^that, by ralfing a 
dooe, placed about the middle of one of 
it^ ildoSi an eotry was founds which led 
to the tooib of the king* To Maillet, 
who yifited this pyramid forty times, with 
hU im^ioable care* I wiU leave the honour 
of xoforaung you what the means employed 
to open it were, I have twice examined 
it within, have twice afcended to its fum- 
mitj and cannot forbear admiring the ia« 
gacity with which this author has unveiled 
the mechanifm of that aftonifliing edifice* 
To this ktter, therefore, I will fub)oin 
bis enquiries, and his plan, becaufe I can 
%eal: only as be has fpoken, and the merit 
of the diicovery is his right. I fhall only 
add a few noteS| which I have thought 
nepeflSiry. 

J hAve the honour to be, &c« 
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On the interior JiruSure of the great pyrannd^ 
. its paJfageSf well^ and apartments ; witb- 
the means employed^ by the archite&s, to 
clofe and render it inacceJUki alfo the 
violent ones by wbicb it has been opened: 
the wbok extracted from the learned MaH^ 
let. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo* 
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HE pyramid has not only been coated, 
^ tod rendered entire withoat, but clofedt 
\ alio, and opened with violence : which 

* I will undertake to prove, beyond all 
^. doubt. 

* This violence is firft perceived at the 

* natural entry of the pyramid; whence 

* have been taken^ as may be feen with a lit- 
^ tlea ttention^ fome of the flones which once 
' (hut it, and which were enprmouily large. 

* Thefe itones were placed above a paflagc 
' which, by a rather fteep defcent, led to 

* the 
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the centre of the pyramid^ and to the 
chambers where the bodies of thofe who 
built it muft have been depofited; This 
pajfl^ge is a hundred feet long» and be- 
gins a hundred feet from the bafe of the 
pyramid. It is got at by a kind of 
mountain, of the fame heigh t, formed 
from the ruins of the pyramid itfelf/ It 
is three feet three inches fquare, and was 
wholly filled with ftones, well fitted, of 
the fame marble with itfclf.- Above the 
aperture by which it is entered, we find 
an extent of nine or ten feet, in the body 
of the pyramid, whence ftories, of a pro- 
digious fize, have been taken, as is evi<« 
dent from the remaining ftones. This, 
alone, would fuffice to prove the pyramid 
has been clofed; fince thefe ilones could 
only have been removed to find the mouth 
of this pafiage; or, moreeafily to come 
at the ftones which were within the.paf* 
(age, and which were fattened . to thofe 
they were forced from. See A. Having 
forced thdic' prodigious ilones, and thoie 
of the pafiage which were below theie 
firfti it was eafy to extract the others, 
by the purchafe they would obtaio on the 

* part 
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part that projeded. It is fuppofed that^ 
to make this more difficult, when the 
ftones were inierted in the paflage, the/ 
were coated with an exceedingly ftrong 
cement, that they"* might fix themftlvea 
more firmly, to the fides of the paffiije, 
and become of a piece with the edifice $ 
but, by fuperior force, and hot water, 
poured in the paffiige B, the cement was ibft*' 
ened, and the ftones detached, which were af« 
terwarda got out without much troufale. 
Certain it is, they found a method of ex« 
trading themt without injuring the very 
ftones which fi)rm the paftage ; they are ftiH 
aa well poliibed as atfirft, except at the 
bottom of die pafiage, where they have chif- 
fded, at convenient dtftances, holes two or 
three fingers deep; which ptecastion was 
necefiary, to facilitate the entrance and 
return from the pyramid* Were it not 
for this affiftance, it would not be pofBbIb 
todcfcend the paflage, without Hiding ra- 
pidly to the bottom i or tfx return, with«- 
oot hiving ropes faftened on the ootfide« ' 
' I hinted above, the paflage was neiade 
of marble : I. now add tbar the ftone^, 
whidi fori» «he i^ fides, i^ re of the 

« fineft. 
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'£ne^ CDofcqoently the hardeft^ white^ 
ma£bl«» I own it is fomewhat yellow^ 
and ha8f no doobt, taken this colouft 
on the furface, from length of time, (g) 
One of thcfe prodigious ftones^ whicb^ 
as I have iaid, were forced from the pyra« 
mid^ above the entrance of the paflagc^ is 
ftill found there ; and it is ufual for thofe 
who vifit this illuftrious monument, to get 
on it and eat. k is of the fame marble, be- 
yond all contradiction ; as well as thoie 
which form the other paflages. On this prin- 
ciple I have affirmed, the ftones which clo« 
fed the firft paffage, I have juft defcribed, 
and even all the other paiTages of the pyra- 
mid, were of the fame materials ; chofen, 
no doubt, preferably to all others, for its ex- 

(g) It is its natural colour. At the foot of Mount 
Colzouxn, on the weftcrn (horc of the Red Sea, is an 
immenfe quarry of this yellow marble : Che fandy plain* 
whick leads to it is called Elaraba^ the plain of Carts* 
which name it no doubt obuined from the carts, ufed 
to carry the marble to the Nile, whence it was tranf- 
ported by water, almoft to the foot of the pyramids* 
Herodotus and Pliny affirm, the ftones, with which 
they were coated were brought from-lthc quarries of 
.Arabia, brcmfr that part Qi Egypt was then calM 
Arabia. 

' treme 
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* treme hardnefs. This may be eafily proved, 

* by railing the half of the ftone, which 
^ ft ill remains, at C; where is the jun£tion 
' between the outward and inward pailage* 
< The iniide of the pyramid is fo dark, and 
^ blackened, by the fmoke of candles, and 
^ torches, which, for ages, have been burnt 
' in going to vifit it, that to judge of the qua. 

* lity of the ftones of the chambers and other 
^ places, enclofed in this wonderful pile, 

* would be difficult ; we only can fee that 
' their polifli is extremely fine ; that they are 
^ of the utmoft hardnefs, and fo perfedly 

* joined that the point of a knife cannot en- 

* ter the interflices, between them* 

^ When they had emptied this firft paffage, 
' and ended this painful labour, they came 

* to a fecond, flill more confiderable. The 

* tafk then was to extradt the ftones that 

* filled this fecond, which afcended, to- 
^ wards the top of the pyramid, with the 
^ fame fudden ileepnefs that the other had 
^ defcended : and, alfo, to find the beginning 
^ of this pafiage ; which, I imagine, they did, 

* though the ftone that clofed it, fitted it £o 
' juftly as to leave no indication of any aper« 

* ture, whatever* They only might perceive 

• that 
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'that it did not, like the others, extend 
' over the top of the firft paflkge ; which 

* they would diicover, by founding, with 

* the point of a knife, or fbme other inflru- 
' ment^ with which they might penetrate tte 
' cement, that united the four fides of which 
' the fuperficies of that ftone was compofed, 

* and which joined it to thofe of the pafiage 

* beneath. The entrance to this fecond pap 

* fage was ten feet diftant from the further 

* end of the firft ; the better to deceive thofe 
' who (hould attempt to difcover it. This 
^ ftone was attacked firft, which was no eafy 
^ work ; the place was confined^ and it was 

* neceflary to lay on the back, and work above 

* the head, the arms having but little force, 

* and the body in continual danger of be- 

* ing cruftied, by a mafly ftone, that every 

* inftant might fall, which may be fcen at 

* C. The mallet ahd chiflel having con- 
' quered the refiftancc of this firft ftone, which 

* muft have been keyed, or fome way faften- 

* ed, another fucceeded, which, gliding down, 
' covered the mouth of the pafifage i and to 
^ extract which a different kind of labour 

* was necefiary. This they effed:ed : but, 

* another ftill prcfcnting itfclf, they thought 
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< this mode too tedious^ renoUrtCed it, Juid 

* having prevented the defccnt of the flonc9^ 
« which followed and (topped up the mouth 

* of the paflage^ they forced a way, forty feet 
' longi and eight or ten in height and widths 

* at D, through the ftones that furrounded 

* the bottom of the firft pafTage. This forced 
^ paiTage fb) is at E. In fome places it i» 
' low, and confined, in others a man may 

* (land upright ; this was a work of infinite 

* labour. Afterward turning to the left, to* 

* ward the fecond pafTage, they took three 
f or four ftones out of its fide, which made 

* an opening from fifteen to tiVcnty feet in ex- 
^ tent at G. But it is necefTafy, before we 
^ fpeak of the continuation of this work, to 
' obferve that the flone which really clofed 
^ this pafiage, where it communicated with 

* the firfl, exadly proportioned to the place, 

* and entirely flopping up the mouth, has 
^ been removed ; as I have faid : for the 
^ flone at the mouth of this pafiTage at 
^ preient, does not fit ; but, on the con^ 

(hj It is unequal, crooked, and very different from 
Ae paflages of the pyramid ; which prove it has been 
forcibly t&6te4* What muft have been the labour ta 
penetrate a mafs fb enormous, and in a fituation f<» 
.confined, for more than forty feet I 

trary. 



O n 1 G Y F T. s«^ 

« tr^^ Ittvftfl s voW of fivd ot fljt finger 8, at 
< it» top i whicbodght to hi that much longef 

* than 'm bottom'. Sec Jetted F. 

« Hatfflg broken and eXtrtfted the threi 
' ifdne» at O, by which th^ came to €h6 

* fecond paffagej it was meceflary to clear all 
i thieodier ft6nd8 away i not ttAy tho^ v^hich 

* correQx>i:ided to' this openingf, but thofe, 

* alfoi which were c^tinued to an unknown 
*e8ltfnt. This' was a difficult ^d tedioub 
' work, fince only one perfon 6ould be eni- 
' pioyed, in a i^ace tbred ieot thtce inched 
*fi}uanv It might be fui^Aed, likewife, 

* dial) befide^ the auf^nerous Aones they ffiould 

* find in this psffag^, they might come to an 
'opeher plate; whefe there might' be a long 

* cbntimukdibnof ilones» again ready to llidb 

* down, and ftbp up the paiTsge to the 

* center of the pyramid. To atroid ^ich, 
' ia parti inflcad of breaking- the ftonds 
' one after the other, at G, where thte 
'pE(0}^ had b<feil attempted', and begtiri, 

* tfac^i refblved to fuftain the fbnes in die 
' paifi(g0, and, by a prop, dr fome othdir 

* ih^ns; tofupport the Aotic above that th^ 

* intended to break. Accordingly they began ; 
f and, attacking and breaking this fucceffion of 

Vol.. I. P *flone8, 
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« Aones, each fuftained by props of proper^ 
« tionate length, they continued the work, 

* from ftone to ftone, without widening the 

* extent of the paffage, till they came to the, 

* end of it, and to an upper (pace^ of which I 

* fhall prefently fpeak,. . 

' It is proper to obferve that, for the whole 
« extent of this paffage, great efforts were 

* neceffary, to break the flones by which it 
« was filled ; the ftrokcs of the mallets they 
' employed, and thofe flruck on the chiffels, 

* ufed to accomplifli the work, have fo much 

* injured the (ides of the paffage thatj fquare 
' as it was^ they have almoft made it round : a 

* certain proof they worked from top to bot- 
' tom, and, confequently, propped the ftones 
' in their places to break them ; for, hid this 
^ work been performed at the opening made 

* at G, that part, only, of the paffage would 
/ have been disfigured, and the remainder, 
' eighty feet in length, (fee letter H) from 

* which the ftones would have only Hipped 
^ down to the vacant place, would have re- 
' mained perfed^ ; as in the other places, 
^ where the fides are entire, quite to the 
' chamber. 

* Having arrived quite at the end of this 

Vpaffage, 
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-'J)affage, they found its upper part open, 

* and that it had loft a foot in depth ; fince it 

* was only two feet and a half deep. This 

* part however widened, on each fide, a foot 

* and a half 5 making three feet, and in- 

* creafing the width to fix feet and a half; 
' thereby forming, on each fide of the paflage, 
' two elevations, or benches, of two feet 
^ and a half high, and one foot and a half 
'wide. The paflage continued, in the fame 
*, direction, for the fpace of a hundred and 

* twenty-five feet, according to th6 meafure- 

* ment I caufed to be made ; others fay a 
'.hundred and forty. At the end of thefe 
*, benches, and this paflage, was an efplanade, ^ 

* or platform, eight or nine feet in depth, 
*.and fix and a half wide; like the fpacc 

* above the benches. This is indicated by 
Vthe letter R, in the figure, No. 2, on a 

* larger fcale, which is given of this part of 
' the pyramid. At intervals of two feet and 
' a half, they have cut, perpendicularly, in 
•ihe benches, from bottom to top, next the 
' wall, niches (or mortifes) a foot long, fix 
' inches wide, and eight deep. I (hall ex- 

* pJain .their ufe hereafter. Thefe . benches, 
^ and niches, which accompany the paflage P, 

P 2 ara 
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* arc flicwn at the kttf rs Q^C^ 'Vm fides 
^ of the gallery rife above (he benche^^ twon- 
^ ty-five feet high : for tho height of twelve 
' feety the wall is perfe^ly oqval ; it is then 
' narrowed by a ftone^ which ptoj^&s three 
^ fingers ; and^ th(ee feet abovo that> by 
' another ; at the fame di(Ufice hy a third ; 
' and three feet higher^ again^ by a fourth ; 
' all equally projeding* It is only four fi^ 

< from this to the roof i which is flat» and 
^ nearly the fame width as the pailage at the 
' bottom of the gallery ; th^t is to fay, about 

* three feet three inches. This ekvatbn was 
^ necedary to the architedj to place the ilones, 
' which were to clofe the pafiages. What I 
' have faid of the narrowing of the gallery, 
^ at ftated difUnces, is indicated by the letters 
^ S S • Leaving the pafi'^ge H, at firft entering 
^ the gallery, an opening is found, on the 
^ right, in the wall : it occupies a part of the 
^ bench, is almoft round, and cut in the form 

* of a fmall door, of about three feet higb^ 

< and two and a half wide. From this aper-^ 
' ture is a defcent into a well ^ of which, and 

* its ufc, I (hall fpeak prefcntly. See I. 

' Having once come to the gallery, it was 

* not difficult to break the ftonea which filled 

the 
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* the {ift&ge P ; becaufe, they were not only 
' above the benches, but, the greater width of 

* the galldry left the workmen free to ufc 

* beetles^ and ftfike, with eafe, on the 

* Iroii wedges^ \frhich they employed to 
^remove and break thefe ftones. Or they 
^ might begin with the laft, which was eafier 

* to break than the others, becaufe they might 
' Aand upright in the pafiage, and accomplifh 
« their parpofe with greater eafe. Having 
' done this, and removed the broken ftones, by 

* examining the bottom of the groove, they 

* would perceive that the firft ftones, with 
' which this bottom was covered, to the ex* 

* tent of fourteen or fifteen feet (feeL) did not 
'crofs the benches 1 and would then eafily 

* remove them, one after the other. This place 
^cleared, they would find a platform, ten 

* foet in length, aftd equal in height, at the 
^end of which was a continuation of the 
^ pai^ge, which formed a triangle of fourteen 

* or fifteen feet extent, at the entrance of 
^ the gallery. On a level with this platform, 
^ and to the left of the pafiage which led to 

* the gallery, they would fee a continuation 

* of the paflage three feet three inches fquare. 
^ This new paffage was covered by the ftones 

P 3 ^they 
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' had jufl removed ; and, they would eafily 
^ divine, it, neceflarily, led to fome fecret 
' part of the pyramid^ and would refolve to 
' fatisfy their doubts. This pafTdge (fee 

* letter N) might eaiily be emptied of the 

* ilones by which it was flopped up ; they 

* having room to work, and to remove them. 

* in a ftraight line. They were broken in 
^ the open fpace, at the entrance of this 
^ paflage, which they found was a hundred 
^ and eighteen feet in length, and at the end 

* of which was a vaulted chamber* 

^ This chamber (fee letter O) is (eventeen 
' feet and a half long, fifteen feet ten inches 
^ wide, and has a femi-circular ceiling. On 

* the caftern fide, there is a niche, funk three 
' feet in the wall, eight feet high, and three 
^ wide ; which, no doubt, was for a mum- 

* my, placed ftanding, according to the cuf* 
^ torn of the Egyptians. Probably, it was 
^ the body of the Queen, whofe hulband 
^ built the pyramid ; nor have I any doubt 
' but that his body was depofited in the 

* chamber above, perpendicular to this, but 
^ about a hundred feet higher, (See letters 
^ O and D D.) On entering the chamber O, 
^ the laft ftone, on the right hand, was 

^ bevelledt 
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* bevelled, that is, Hoping at one end, which. 

* projeftcd about three fingers ; this had 

* been purpofely done, to prevent the ftone, 

* which was to clofe the palTage N, from enter- 

* ing this chamber : and, we have reafon to 

* believe, this clofing ftone had a correfpond- 
« irig bevel, that it might fit exaftly and 

* join the wall of the chamber, which an- 
« fwered to this entrance. I cannot leave 

* this place without remarking a difcovery 

* I made, in the upper part of the paflage. (6 J 

* To others, more able, I will leave the 

* decifion of what might have caufed this 
« accident : for my own part, I either think it 

* the efFea of an earthquake or of the finking 

* of this enormous body, which may be more 
« heavy on one fide than another, or have a 
« lefs folid foundation. I certainly faw no 
'fimilar defedt, in any other part of the 
^ pyramid, though I examined it with th« 
*moft fcrupulous exaditude j particularly 

(b) A long and remarkable crack, at leaft fix lines 
wide, and ftrikes at firft fight. It is on the fide facing 
the Nile J* and, perhaps^ the part of the mountain, the 
foot of which is watered by the river, which filtrcs 
through the fands, has given way a little, under the 
vreight gf this vaft pyramlid* 

P 4 ' every 
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* every part of the gallery^ witji a c^reffil 
^ curioijty ; and» as it was in^pofliblc to intro-^ 

* 4uce a pole, through the win4mg[ entrance, 
^ whiclj it ii ncceffary \q go through, to 
^ come to the paiTage, I fiad feveral fticks tied 

* together, at the end ofwhicb lighted torches 

* were fixed ; thefe I rajfed as i^ear to tha 
^ ceiling as poffible, and to the wall, without 
! difcovering any defed. I only obferved that 
^ the fides were injured^ in fome places, and 
f tl^at, on the rigfit^ a part of tl^e w^U had 
^ been carried avyay, above (he narrowing of 
^ the gallery ; wlpic^ apci^?^^ no doubt, waa 
< opcafiooed by the fall of fome ^one, in th^ 
^ clofing of thepyracpid, ^be manAer of which 
^ I {hall hereafter defcribe, ^hat, having 

* efcaped from the yrorkme^, fell from the 
^ top of the fcafFolding^ and braky the pari 

* where it alighted, 

* I mvft further fay that, it is probable, 
^ they were perfuaded there was fome hiddea 
' treafurc, under this firft chamber. This will 
' be feen by a forced entrance, that has been 
^ made, through which, croffing feveral un- 
^ equal ilones, there is a way into the body 
^ of the pyramid, twenty or five and twenty 

* paces deep» The ftoncs, broken, and re- 

^ iiioved 
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' moved from that place, at prefent, almoft 
' jfiU this chamber. The fame attempts hav« 
' been m^de in the chamber above ; though, 
' probably^ in both fJaces, the only recom* 
^ pence, for the infinite pain$ they had taken, 
^ )P fpoiling works fo beautiful, was the vex^ 

< ation of having fpent much time and trou« 
^ \t\c to no purpofe* 

^ The fecret of this firft chamber difco- 
^ veredi nothing remained but to penetrate 

< to that which enclofed the body of the king* 
^ They had no doubt but they ibould find it 
^ on a level with the efplanade, which, as I 
^ have faid, was at the high end of the gallery 1 
^ and they imagined, with reafon, it ought to 
^ be fituated exadUy over the firft» In fad, 
' at the end of this efplanade, which, in fig» 
' 2, is denoted by the letter R, they found 
^ a continuation of the three feet three inch 

* pafifage, perfe<aiy clofcd ; fee letter T* This 
^ they began to clear j and it is probable the 

* clofing ftone was ib firmly fi^ed that tbo 
' labour of removing it was great. This may 

* be feeo, by a piece of the upper Hone 
^ haying been broken, to obtain a purcha£b| 
^ QR dQttbt^ on \h9 ojie hen«athb that flopped 

1 up 
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* up the paffagc. After many efforts, they 

* removed it; and, alfo, efFefted the removal. 

* of a fccond, and came to a fpace feven feet 

* and a half long. They wi(hed -to proceed 

* to the end of this paflage ; but, after thefe 

* two ftones, they found a third; which could 

* not be drawn out, becaufe it was wider, and 

* higher, than the aperture. This was the 

* laft refuge of the architcdt, to deceive who- 

* ever might penetrate thus far, and prevent 

* continuing the fearch for the myfterious 

* chamber, in which, twelve paces diftant, the 

* body of the king repofcd, and his treafures 

* with him, provided any had been fo depo- 

* fited. This difficulty did not, however, 

* miflead the workmien, nor difcourage thofe 

* who had undertaken the fearch of the pyra- 

* mid. The ftone was attacked with mallet 

* and chiflcl, and, after much time and labour, 

* broken ; for it was fix feet long, four wide, 

* and, perhaps, from five to fix high : becaufe 

* here we find a fpace of fifteen feet high, 

* which, after rifing eight feet, enlarges four, 

* or thereabouts, toward the gallery. This 
' * extenfion is denoted in the plate, fig. 2, by 

* the &. It corrcfpondcd with an aperture 

Ma 
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' in the paflkge^ a foot and half wide, which 

* was two feet before the great ftonc, and tho 
« purpofe of which I fhall dcfcribe prcfcntly. 

* At the top of this fpace, there was a hoi* 
' low, a foot deep, and nearly the fame in 

* height, in the wall that eveiy way clofed the 

* paflage, fee A A i which had been purpofely 
^ made to fuftain powerful levers, or crofs 

* beams, over which Arong ropes were thrown^ 

* that held the great ftone, by means of iron 

* rings, and fufpended it in the fpace Z, 

* which it filled, till fuch time as they fufFercd 
' it to fall, over the paflagc B B ; that is to 
•fay, till the body of the king had been 
' depofited in the chamber. The aperture, 
' of a foot and half, made in the paffage, fee 

* V, and which was two feet before the 

* fpace the great ftone occupied, had been left 
^ for the workmen to retire, after the defcent 
^ of this cnornious ftone. This aperture was 
^ afterward clofed, by a ftone of the exad 
^ fize, and only two feet thick, which was 
^ brought under that aperture, and to which 
^ they had fixed two rings, toward its upper 
f end, to which two rings two chains were 
^ faftcned, which correfponded, above, with 

* another heavier ftone, hstnging over the apcr- 

• ture 
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« cure Zy which the great ftone hid occbpkd, 
« uld which had been left voidj when it was 

* fttffered to fall^ oyer the paflage. The rope^ 

* that fuflained this enormous ftone^ were fup-« 

* ported by the poft (or pillar) Y. There was 

* a counterpoiiing weight, however, on the 

* lower ilone, till the workmen (hould retiro, 
^ through the cavity of a foot and b^f, I 

* have mentioned, and which was between 
^ this flone and the upper aperture. Having 
^ got out, through this cavity, the counter* 
^ potfe was removed, and the ilone fell into 
^ its place, in which it was held by another 
^ flone, that had been toothed, three fingers 
^ wide ; which toothing was putpofely done, 
^ and was three fingers thick, and fix or feven 
' wide J as may be fees, at pre&nt, about a 
^ man's height, when, entering the pyramid, 

* and leaving the three feet three indi paf^ 

* fage, one rifcs upright, in the fpace V. The 

* toothing (fee letter X) of thefe llcMies was 

* the lafl fecret, employed to prefcrve the 

* chamber from violation, and merits atten^ 
^ tion. Along the fide walls of the fpace where 

* the large flone, fix ic^t long and four wide^ 

* was enclofed, round ilutings may be feen^ 
I three fingers deep, and defcribed by fhort 

^ parallel 
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^ parallel Hne^in the plate (fig. 2.) which had 

• been cut that the ftone might more eafily, 
^ and more exadlly fall into its proper place. 
« Thejr were alfo meant to^ render it ftronger, 
^ and more foKd^ in cafe of being attacked. 

• Thefe precautions will prove the extreme 
« car© employed to preferve the corpfe of the 

• King from violation/ fuppofing men /hould 
^ be found impious and daring enough for 

• (uch an enterprise. If, after the ftone, a 

• foot and a half wide, and three feet fix 

• inches long, which was the meafurement of 

• the aperture V, cut in the paflage, was put 

• in its place, and adjufted, the Icaflr opening 

• remained, this was filled up with cement. 
^ W« may alfo fuppofe the ftone, itfelf, had a 

• coating of cement, before it was raifed into 

• dbe fpace it was to fiH, which would rcn- 

• der its afcent flower by counter-adkion ; the 

• handle of the mallet would eafily clear away 

• the fiipcrfluous cement, and let it into its 
•place* This ftone no longer fubfifts, nor 
*yet the great one, which was obliged to 

• be broken, to remove it out of its place. . 

• No one, however, who with the ftnalleft 

• attention, examines the manner in which 

• the defcribed fpaccs are difpofed, and which 

• are 
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« are only fix feet before the entrance of the 

* chamber, where the corpfc of the King was 
' placed, but will reft perfuaded thefe things 

* have been thus managed ; or who will not 
^ admire the art, and ability, of the architedl:, 
' who had but the fmall fpace of nine feet 
^ to perform all this in* To make the un* 
^ derflanding of this eafier, the figures of 
^ thefe (2 and 3) have been given on a larger 
^ fcale ; the eye, in fuch cafes, being a bet* 

* tcr interpreter than the pen* 

* Having cut away, bit by bit, the great 

* ftone, from the grooved fpace, where it had 

* defcended, they came to the laft, which 
' ended at the chamber, and filled up the 

* fpace B B. This was not difficult to re- 

* move ; it gave very little trouble. They 

* then might freely enter the myfterioui 

* chamber, fo well defended, D D. The took 
^ of this is flat, and compofed of nine ftones : 
' the feven middle ones are four feet wide, 

* and above fixteen long ; fince they reft, on 
^ each fide, on the two walls, to the eafi: and 

* wefi:, and which are fixteen feet from each 

* other. The two remaining ftones feem on- 

* ly to be two feet wide, each, for what 
. * there is more of them is concealed, by the 

* two 
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* tv^^o other walls over which they are laid, 

* What was found in .this chamber I leave to 
' the imagination : hlflory only undertakes 
^ to record actions either laudable or fuch as 

* ought to be avoided, and not to perpetuate 

* the memory of outrages which attack na- 

* ture, becaufe they are, in themfelves, fuffi- 

* ciently deteftable. Thus, burying in obli-- 

* vion the name of the fatrilegious invader 
^ of this maufoleum, it means to leave us ig* 
' norant of the fecrets it enclofed. All we 
^ know is that this chamber, now, whatever 
' it might have done, contains nothing but 

* a cafe (or tomb) of granite^.fcven or eight 
' feet long, four wide, and as many high. 
' (c) It was here fixed when the place 
^ was clofed at the top ; and the reaibn it 
' ftill fubfids, is, it could not be taken away 

* without breaking, and when broken would 

* have been of no fervicc* It had a lid, as 
' may be feen by the manner of its rims j 

(c) It feems to me this farcophagus was of yellow 
marble, like that of the firil, ftone, found at the en^ 
trance of the firft paflage. A naturalift who Ihould 
examine thefe different marbles, and thofe got from 
Mount Colzoum, fome leagues from where the mo« 
naftery of St. Anthony is built, would give to truth the 
inioft poiltive of proofs, 

but 



« 
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< but it WM broken when taken ofF, and M 
^ renfMins of it ate to be found. Here, nd 
^ doubt, the body of the King was depofited, 
^ etickjiied in two of three caies (or coffins) 
^ of precious wood, according to the cufknii 
^ of the great* Moft probably, alfo, thid 

* chamber contained many other coffins,. be<- 
^ fide that of the monarch : thofe, efpeciai- 

* ly, who were here entombed with him, as 
♦it were, to keep him company. In fafi^^ 

< when the body of the King, by whom 

* this pyramid was built, was laid in this 

* fuperb maufofoum, living people were here 

* introduced, at the fame time, never tx> come 
^ out, but to be buried alive with the prince : 

* which thing I carniot doubt, after the con- 
^ vidlion I have bad of its truth : my opi- 

* nion* is founded on what £3llows. Exadly 
'in the middle of the chamber, which is 

* thirty* two feet in length, nineteen high, and 
' fixteen wide, are two holes, oppofite each 
' other, three feet and a half above the floor. 
^ The one, turned toward the north, is a foot 
^ wide, eight inches high, and runs, in a 
** right line, to the outfide of the pyramid : 

* this hole is now flopped up by ftoncs, five 
' or fix feet from its moutlu The other, cut 

toward 
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* towaird the eaft» the fame diftance from 
' the floort is petfedly round, and wide 

* enough to . ptit in the two fifts ; it en^ 

* largcs, at firft» to a foot diameter, and 
^ l^fes itielf, defcending toward the bottom 
« of the pyramid. Thefe two holes are at 

< C C ; and I think, and hope, that feniible 
' people win fuppofe with me, thefe hole^ 

< wece both made for the ufe of the perfons 

* who were here (hut up with the body of the 

* king. Through the firft, they were to re* 
^ ceive air, food, and other necefTaries ; and 
^ they had, no doubt, provided a long cafe; for 
^ this purpofe, proportioned to the fize of 
'the hole; with a cord, by which the 
' perfons in the pyramid might draw it to 

* them, and another without, by which 
' it might he again drawn back. Thefe, 

< apparently, were the means which fup* 

* plied the neceillties of thofe who were 

* within the pyramid, fo long as any one 

* remained living, I fuppofe each of thefe 
^perfons to be provided with a coffin, to 

* contain his corpfe, and that they fucceffively 

* rendered this lad pious duty to each other,^ 

* tin only one remained, who could not have 
.' thisi affiflance, granted to the reft of his com* 
. VoL.l. (^ *panions* 
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^pafilons. The ctf her hole ferrbd'Kif did 
^ voidance of cxcnm^yts, which ^1 ' ibto 
^ a deep place, made for th|it pufpoft. I 

* meant to have fearched the outfide of the 

< pyramid, for the place that ihould coivef- 

* pond with the oblong hole, arid toward 
^ which two punduated lines are dra;wii, on 

< the plate which reprefcaiU the infide of 
^ the building.* Here it is poffible I might 

* have found new proofs of what I have 
^ advanced : this iearch, however, might 

< not only have given umbrage to ^e pow- 
' ers of government, who would not. have 
^ failed to have fuppofed fome treafiim was 
^ attempted to be difcovered, but I thought 
^ the bole might terminate in ibme hollow 
^ of the Qut^de, and apprehended I might 
^ find it totally flopped up, either by the 
/ body of the pjrramid, or by the costing 
^ ftone. Others, fpom what I have related, 

* may jfearch the part to which this apef « 

* ture fhould correfpond, and llius gain 
^ complete pcoof of its deftjined ufe ; thought 

* There are no fuch lines on the plat^ : they have 
been omitted, through fome miftake, and we have n^t 
thought ottrfelves authorized in fupplying what can 

- only be accwately -loiegiAed by haying been^feen* T". 

. .... • ^ to 
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^ to me, this is not doubtful^ nor does it 
^ feeiu^poflible to io^agine any cthen 

< Having ejcplained> as clearly as 'the fiib- 
jedt would permit me, by what means; 
and efibrts^ the pyramid was forced; and 
opened^ I have now to remove a doubt^ 
which the reading of what I have faid may 
have raiftd. It may be adted. Where 
were all the ftonesi necedlarily employed 
in clofing' the paflages-I have defcrtbed^ 
fiored up I And in what manner were 
theib parages dofed^ by workmen who 
•were to get from within? This expk* 
nation will not be lefs curious, or merit 
lefa admif«tion^' than the former. 
* L have rifeady obferved that, along the 
benches of the paiTage P, which was at 
die bottom of the gallery, niches, or mor-- 
tifes>. had been perpendicularly cut, a foot 
long, &x iochea wide, Md eight deep : 
ice Q^ Thefe mortifes, perfedly cor- 
refjponding with each other, through the 
whole length of the benches, were each 
two feet and a^ half diftant, and had 
beea ttade,^ when bdldtng die gallerjtt 
that each might contain a piece of wood, 
a foot f(|uare, and three or four feet long^ 
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( from which fix inches - had been cut tt th« 

< bottonii for the fpace of eight fiBgers^ 
^ agreeing with the mortifesy intio which 
« they were to fit. They were to raiie & 

< fcaifold on, deftined to fuftain the ftones, 

< wanted to fill all the paiTages, which 

* were to be clofed, within the pyramidj 

* as well as the pafiage P at the bottoai 
« of the gallery,* Thefe polls were cut in 
' like manner at their upper end* and long 

* pieces of wood, with mortiies, fimilar to 
f thofe of the benches, refted on theie up* 

* rights, and formed, from one fide of the 
^gallery to the other, a fafe ilay, fro^ 
^ bottom to top, on which to nail boards^ 
f fix feet, and a half long, fix inches thick, 

* The letter of indication, in the French, is F s but 
the letter F, in the plate, is at the mouth of the 
fecond pafiage, very diftant from the gallery: this 
muft, therefore, havte been a miftake. It may not be 
improper to add, here, that the text in this paf^ 
fage indicates, by Jh^iirs M. Maillet meant inches i 
and that, with a few exceptions, a more literal, con-; 
fcquently tcfs elegant, tranflatioft of this than of any 
other letter in the work was rectuifite : not even ex- 
cepting, the meaftucments, and technical phrafes,'ne- 
ceflary in describing the antiquities of Atexandria and 
Txiebes. T. 

^and 
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^ and well planed/ whereon a', firft row of 
« ftones was laid. . The benches^ as I havft 
^ faid, rofe two feet and a half above the 
< bottom of the gallery. I fuppofe the fcaf- 

* fold was plaqcd at the height of three feet 

* above the benches, therefore, from the 
^ bottom of the gallery to the fcafibld was 
' an elevation of five feet and a 'half, which 
^ was fufiicient for the workmen to flafid 
^ upright. I likewife obierved that from 

* the bottom of the pafTage ^to the ceiling ^f 
^the gallery was twenty-feven feet and a 

^half, and from the bottom of the pailage 

* to the fcafibld we may allow fix, the re^ 
^ mainder from the fcafFold will then be 
' twenty-one and a half, in which fpace 
^ four rows of ftones might be laid, of three 
' feet and a half high, the fize neceffivy to 

^fiU the paiTages, and there would ftill re« 
' main a fpace of feven feet aad a half^ibove 
^ the ftones ; but I will fuppofe that, be-« 
' tween each, row of flones, boards, three 

* inches thick, were placed in-order tfaftf 

^'they might be. more eafily removed, by 

/Aiding them along thefe boards. Threcf 

Vrows of ftones were.fufficient to fill all 

^ the apertures which are, at prefent, emp-' 

0^3 ' tied* 
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tied* It inaj be that there are other paT^ 
iaget, not opefiecl» in the body of the 
pyraiiiicl» fince the. gallery would eafily 
contain four rows of theie fionea, and even 
five, if needful. This may be proved by 
the calculation I have given, and it is not 
probable they would raiie the gallery, more 
than was neceflary, to the weakening the 
whole body of the building. 

* But let us content ourfelves with the dis- 
covered paflages which have been forced and 
opened. Let us confider the quantity of 
ftones with which they certainly were filled, 
and which have been brdcen, except three 
feet and a half, or four fi^et, of thefe fiuxie 
fiones, which remain at F^ and which ftillcloft 
theentr^bciiof the pafiage H, which commu«- 
nicates with the firft. I call this firft (fee B) 
the exterior paflage,. becaufe it was clofed 
irom withoat, while the others were filled 
up within the pyramid itfelf, from the ihohct 
placed along the gallery ; and I allow three 
rows of ilooes. for the filling all thefe pafv 
Agetf the juftneis of which *may be found 
by calculation^ 

^ Thirteen fiset and a half of fbna wM 
t neceflaiy to fill tfa» paflage vhicb Jed to 

♦the 



\ . 
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the royal chambcTf and which was on a 
level with the efplanade^ at the upper extre* 
mity of the gallery. A ftone of (ix feet 
was let down from the fcafFold at R, and 
|m(hed up the paiTage to the entrance of the 
chamber at B> (fig. a > where it was flopped by 
the flooring of the chamber^ which was two 
finger's higher than that of the paffage. 
They afterwards let the ftone of fix feet fall 
over this pafiage^ which I before fpoke of 
as. fufpended in the fpace Z. Then, the 
workmen having retired through the aper* 
ture y, and this aperture clofed, two other 
flones^ of ieven feet and a half, were let 
down from the fcafifold, and perfe^y filled 
up the pafiage, which was nineteen feet long« 
' We may fuppofe that, to facilitate their 
work, they had fixed to the wall at the end 
of the gallery, next the efplanade, and oppo* 
fite to the ftones ranged on the fcaffold, -a 
thick iron crook, with a flrong pulley, by 
which workmen on the platform might 
raiie the flones one after another from the 
icafibld, and let them down upon the .plat- 
form ; that afterwards the workmen made a 
iquare hole on the fide of the ftone n^t 
them&lTCSy three oi four finger's deep, and 
0^4 wider 
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^' wider at bottom than at top» into which 
* they infcrted two pieces of iron, thickeft at 
^ the bottom, with two rings^ and wedged 
^ in with iron* Thefe precautions would 
^ give them a certain purchafe to raiic the 
^ ftones over the (bafFold with the rope that 
\ paffed through the rings to fufpend them 
^ by means of the pulley, and afterwards 

* gently let them down on the efplanade or 
« platform, whence they might be removed, 

* without much trouble, to their place of 
' deftination. 

/ Having filled the firft paflage, they muft 

* next clofe up that of letter N, the extent 
f of which was a hundred and eighteen feet, 
^ leading, as I have faid, into the chamber 0, 

* where the corpfc of the queen had pro- 
•* bably been dcpofited. This was not a dif- 
' ficult work. They next coUedted as many 

* ftoncs as were ncccffary to cover the entrance 
' of this paifage to fill up the groove L, and 

**the triangular platform of ten feet LM, 
' * which was before noticed, at the entrance of 
•• the gallery. A hundred feet more of tbcfe 
' * ftones were wanting to fill up the paiTage 
^ H, through which the pjrramid was forced, 
'/ and which, for the^mce of eighty fttt in 
^ ♦ length. 



I 
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« length, is. totally disfigured. . A hundred 
^ and twenty-four feet of ftone more was 
' wanting for the paflage P beneath the* gal« 

* lery, and between the banks and over which 

* the icafiFolding was raifed. It then was 
^ perfe€lly clofed, except that the laft (lone 

* found fome impediment from an eleva* 
' tion of four or five fingers, which, as I 
^ have already remarked, is at the end of this 
' pafifage, and which has not been omitted 

* in the plate. 

* What I have faid, concerning thefe paf- 
< fages, their filling up, and the intention of 
' the gallery, ,may appear new and bold 

* enough to occafion ibme critic to treat it 
^ as chimerical, or at leaft conjedural ; nor 
^ do I require implicit faith; but the honour 

* of having imagined a very probable fyftem 
' cannot be denied me, capable of explaining, 
' at a glance, wonders which have hitherto 

* been unknown. I will go farther, and dare 

* affirm, whoever will pay attention to my 
' obfervations, their connection and confe* 
' quences, will find it impofiible to deny that 

* my conjedhires, if fo the critic (hall pleafe 
^ to call them, are £> well founded that they 
' muft be thought truthsi For my own part, 

•after 
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^? after afl the refearchwi all tbo refledtionsl 

* have made oi> thti . natural ftruduce of tbe 
^ pyramidi I boUljr declare it is impoffiblc 
V^beie things could ^e ctberwife than as I 
^ have, described them. I fee iounediately that, 
^ the pyramid finished, that is to fayi thegrooves 

* made, and the gallery roofed, no ftoao 

* could have been brought into this gallery 
' large enough to clofc the paiTages from 
^ within to without i and that the fole care of 
^ the architedt was to prevent thole from be« 

* iDg cxCraded which be bad brought hither 

* to (hut it up iui what he fuppofed, an invi^ 
^ fible manner. I perceive his deiign in 
^ nuking the long groove L at the bottom of 
^ the gallery, and fbair it could only have been 
^ cut for bringing the ftones which were 
^ afterwards to fill up the inner paflage, and 

* by tbe ftoppage I find at the upper end. of 

* this groove, judge, that it muft itielf have 

< been alfo filled up with ftones, after tbe 
^ paiTage had been abfolutely flopped. I am 
^ confirmed in the double ufe of this groove, 

-' by its exquifite poli(hi its length,! obierve, 

* is proportionate to that of the inner pafifage : 
M ^ this pafilge is f^iU^in part flopped, 

< that is to f^i at its entrance F ; I alfo fee 

« the^ 
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f they have not penetrated into the pyramid 

* throu^ this truepaflage^ but* on the con*^ 
' trary, have been obliged to make a falfe one^ 
' through whieh> again coming to the fides of 
? the paflage, they have more eafily attacked 
' the Aones that filled it : I likewife find it 

* injured through its whole extent, which in- 
' forms me recourfe was obliged to be had to 
^ violence to open it; and further conclude, it 

* is thus injured^ as far as where the gallery 
' begins, becau(e the ftones it contained were 
' broken in this pafiage } and that, for the 
' fpaee of a hundred and twenty^four feet, 
^ there.were, in the groove, and behind thefe 
^ ilone^ four hundred and fiifteeo feet of other 
^ ftonm, ready contingaiiy to fucceed thofe 
^ which ihould have been renaoved from the 
^ pafibge, and to fill the void they would have 
^left. I even fufped thofe who forced 
' the pyramid were acquainted with this fuc^ 
^ ceffioo of ftones, fhut in by the groove s had 
' they not, they would havf been fatisfied, no 
^dottbt, with breaking the ftones which 
^ filled the pafiage in the opening they had 
^ forced* This wopld have been the eafieft 
^ mode, and, if they took another, it was from 
t thi:Juiowku%cthey h^dof ^ftoaes whic^ 

t were 
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* were ready to glide through the groove intb 

* the pafiage, as faft as it was emptied. 

* I have already hinted, that there may 
^ he other paflages, which ftill remain clofedi 
^ in the pyramid, and it is not, perhaps, with- 
. * out rcafon they have been fearched for; but, 
^ unfortunately, their fearch was mifguided, 
' when dire&ed to the bottom of the two cham- 
' hers. If there (hould be another paflagebefiide 
' thofe already known, they ought^ paft contra* 
^ didtion, to feek it between the two chambers; 

* nor can its entrance be any where but toward 
^ the * middle of the groove ; I muft alfo 

^ mention that the fhort projeding lines, at 
^letter M» denote certain holes, purpofely 

. ' made at the building of the pyramid. 
^ Thefe holes were to ferve as fleps to thofe 

. * who, from, the paflage N, leading to the 

* firft chamber, wiihed to afcend the groove, 
^ which, as I have faid, is interrupted, at 
' this part, or defcend, the fame way, into 

* this paflage. I have laid that a maii 

* might pafs from the bottom of the gtoovc, 
' upright, on the fcalibld. No doubt, on 
' both fides of thfc gallery, and, from the 
^ top to the bottom, under the fcaiFold, there 
^were ropes^ at different diftaoces, -filled to 

* beams^ 
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* beams,' in order that' thoie who wiifhed to 
^ afcend or defcend through the groove might 
^ without flipping. Thfey firft fcrved the wdrk* 
^ men in conftrtiding the gallery, and dofing; 
' the paflages, and, afterwards, ' thofe who 
^ vifited the chambers, thofe who tranfported 
^ the corpfes of the king and queen, and; 
^ finally, the perfons who afcended the royal 

* chamber, with the cofiin of the king; 

* there to remain and die. 

• Thus, tiiere is no doubt but that, by 

< means of ftones placed on the fcaffold, all 

< thefe paflages, made within the pyramid; 
' were filled. 

^ Having finished ' their work, nothing 
^ remained but for the men, who were 
' within, to get out, unlefs we fuppofe they' 

* began by breaking the fcaffold, and the 
' wood it was made of, and that they'ufed 
' the fame means to get theie materials ' out 

< of the pyramid, as they did to get out 

* thcmfelves. The aperture by which thc^ 
' cffefted this was the weU'l have men^ 
^ tioned, which is on the right hand,' at 
^entering the gallery,^ and which occupiies 
^a part of the bottom of the benching; 
I rifing two feet in the wall : it iM oya^ 

! and 
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';a]xi its fituadon and defcent ate indicated 

* at I. 

. ^ This well defotnds towards the bottom 
^ of the pyramid by a line almoft perpeodi- 
' cnlar, but a little inclining, fomething in 

* the form of the Hebrew letter Lamed, as 

* may be ieen in the plate. About fizty 
^ feet from the mouth, is a fquare windowi 
' through which there is an entrance fo a 

, * imall grptto, cut in the mountain, which is 

* not here of foUd ftone, but a kind of gravel, 
' the particles of which ftrongly adhere. This 

* grotto extends from Eaft to Weft, and may 
' be above fifteen feet long, after which is 
^ another groove, dug likewife in the rock, 
' very fteep, approaching the perpendicubr. 
\ It is twq feet four inches wide, two feet and 
' a^haif high, and defoends through a fpaceof 

* a hundred and twenty-three feet, after 
f which nothing is found but fands and ftones, 
f either porpoiely thrown there, or fallen <^ 
« thcnl£dves. I am convinced this pafiage 
^.was only defignod as a retreat for workmen 
f who were at the building of the pyramid ; 
f itf declivity, winding routCt fmallpefs> and 

* depth, are certain proofs the coming from 
f this iwlV which couki not have been cffedt- 
I.* 'cd 
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t e4 till after «eafiy tur iii Ag*; peiliaps^ tpb^ itiH 
#d«er bavihg 'iK^unMiil back tocwaidsaits 
1 moudi^ cottidonlys Liiafc no doubts have 
^ been through « -ptfl"^^ ovm: Wb|ch wa^ a 
^ fQW o£ fto&Qy i^k4 fhey* hid £Mind thfe 
^ art to flop, and ^;«(bkh fell down into tli& 
^ paflagf, by thdmean^Of feme fppiDg fet ifl 

* motion 1>y tbeft>, when all the workmen had 
^ retired^ acid thu&^cli^d it up for ever. We 

* do npt £mk1 this apeftOre has ever been at- 
' tempted ^cyirhether irbe that they wereigno^ 
' rant of it, or that its fmallneft impeded the 

* wodcmen. - The pytatnid has only btieh 
^ attaci^by«he r&yal roote, throikgh which 
^ die corpfe of the king mnft have been 
^ tak^n^ and all the people, Kvlng or dead, 
^ to be buried v^ith hiou^ By the &nitf route 
^ the att€nd«4t mouraei^ mufl have- entered 
*the pyramid) tfnid have come obt, after 
^ having paid ^^if lail: duties to the mo- 

* Mfch, and depofited his corpl^ in the 
/ ftpoichre hifQ(b)f had ohofim. 

^ Nor muft it be fuppoied that all thofe 
^ who worked at this vaft edifice were 
f acduainted with its interiqr flru£tpre, nor 
^ even tliat fuch knowledge was tp M o\>r 
f tained by entering the pyramid after it was 

* fioiOied. 
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* finUhed. This was a fecret known only to 

< the ardiiteds who had planned this proud 
' edifice, or at leaft, to a finall number of 
«ftIcA persons, who worked under their 
« diredion; to form the paflages I have juft 

* mentioned) in this my deicriptton of the 
« pyramid. It U, moreover, moft probable 
« thefe workmen were not venal, or capable, 

< from any motive whjitever, of betraying 

< fach a fecret : th^ were, no doubt, peribns 

< chofen from thofe moft worthy, and moft 
' attached to the monarch, among the variotiS 

< workmen in his iervice, and. on whoie 

* zeal, probi^, gratitude and religion, aU 
^ dependenc^^ might be placed* . I can readily 

< believe, to enfure their faith, the prince 
' named them himfelf, before his death, and 

< appointed a commodious, peaceable, and 
^ lionourable retreat for them, in the tem^ 

* pl(es, (dj enriched by the gifts of thefe 
' ibvQreigns, which could not fail to accom* 

< panj^ thefe kind of buildings, and which, 

(d) Wc fee the ruins of ancient buiMinge, befiwe the 
pyramids, which probably were temples where offerings 
were made for the kings whofe bodies repofed in thefe 
fuperb maufoleui;ns. 
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^ as I have before demonftrated, really did 
* accompany them/ 

Such is the opinion of MailTct concerning 
die infide of the grand p]rramid> and, after 
tw!ce examining it, with his* book in my 
hand, I could not butadmire thejaftnefs of 
his renntarks. His means of dofing the paf«* 
fagcs to me appear probable, and they have 
certainly been emptied as he has defcribcd. 

Some Arabian authors pretend, about the 
beginning of the eighteenth centary, avarice 
excited the Csdiph Mahmoud to violate this 
ancient monument, thinking to find treafures 
here, but his hopes were deceived. Some 
idols of gold, befide the mummy of the king» 
were the fole reward of many years labour, 
and exceffive expeirccs. Other oriental wri- 
ters attribute this enterprize to the famous 
Caliph Aaroun el Raihid, who lived in the 
time of CharlemjK^e, to whom he fent a 
water-clock, the firft feen in France* This 
Caliph, who caufed fcience to flourifh, and 
had the befl: Greek and Roman works tranf- 
lated into Arabic, wishing to know the 
interior of this aftonifhing edifice, had it 
opened. Be thefe opinions as they may, we 
cannot doubt but the opening of the pyramid 

Vol. I. R wag 
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^as effeded under the government of thte 
Arabs. 

It is alio an inconteflible fa£t that it was 
a maufoleum for one of the Egyptian Pharaohs. 
The tombs fcattered over the plain, at the 
end of which it is built, the farcophagus of 
the great chamber, the niche of the chamber 
beneath, the teftimony of Herodotus, Strabo, 
and the Arabian hiflorians, all prove its truth. 
I know that M. Paw (e)^ who in his clofet 
iees better than travellers, tfcaches them this 
pyramid was the fepulchre of Oiiris \ but he 
is fingle in an opinion whicn controdids fa&s, 
and hiftory. Rendering juftice to the know, 
ledge of this learned gentleman, I cannot 
avpid, in continuing thefe letters, to remove 
feme errors, eftablifhed by him, relative to 
the dietetic fyftem of the Egyptians, and the 
climate. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



(i) Rich, Phil fur Us Egypt tens iff Us Chlnois^ page 50. 
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L E T T fe R XIX. 

Xbe ofier pyramids^ adjacent places^ greifo 
rf the Santm^ the grand Sphinx ^ its Jigni^ 
ficatum^ and the return to Giza. 

T*oM.L. M. 

Oisa. 

I HAVE colleftcfd the enquiries of the 
ancients and^ moderns concerning the grand 
pyramid^ hare added fuch obfervations as tny 
own vifits have fupplied, and hope, Sii^^ thefe 
wiH, together, give ydti a fatisfadory idea, 
and make the trouble of fearching numerous 
Volumes^ which, to read and refled on, 
would but augment your doubts fo long as 
• you (hall not come and examine them your- 
felf with the moft fcrupulous attention, 
unneceflary. After meditating over the 
defcriptions given of thefe ancient monu- 
tnents, I own, 1 found It impoffible to form 
any £xed Judgment, and remained in painful 
incertitude. The darknefs of fo many diffe- 
rent opinions concealed the truth, and the 
more I read, the lefsl knew> but, guided. bvr^> 
rcfledion, while at the foot of the pyranjl^"^?^;: 
R a aftd, ! 
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and, afterwards, in its deep interior gloom, 
on its high top> I have believed I difcovered 
the truth I fought. May it have guided my 
pen, and ■g4veil convidion to your mind, far 
even in matter^ bf fcienct/doubt is p'aidfild. 

Herodotus (J) informs to« the exptAce of 
building this pyramid, in , vegetables, only, 
to feed the workmen, was written in Egyp* 
tian diAraders, on its marble. Their re- 
moval of the coating has dedrqj^d liidfe 
hieroglyphics, but did they .remain as they 
do in a hundred other parts of Egypt they 
would afford no pidures of thoMgbt. They ar^e 
mute and infenftble as the (lone on which tliey 
are engraved. And qiuftthe laogus^e whic|i 
would teach us the hiftory of ancient Egypt, 
and call a ray of light over the darknefs that 
envelops the firfl ages of the earth, be buried 
with the priefts by whom it vvas invented ! 

(f) Egyptian chiraAcrs arc Cuk on the marble of the 
pyramid, .defcribipg faowmoch it coftto feed the woric- 
men, only in onions and other vegetables. The prieit 

' who interpreted the re "hieroglyphics tome faid it amount- 
ed to 1600 talents, Hefodotus Etrterpc. 
.The fum will appear chimerical to thofe ti^ thall 

, ptdcubte in their clofets, but be is not aftoniihed .^at ^t 

. who has feen this mountain built of rocks. This paflagc 
^proves, tot), that vegetables^ in the mbft diftant ages, 

* Wete, ks at preibiit, the chief food of the Egyptians. 

t..:;. . It 
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It Is time we fhould coatinue cur voyage^ 
Sir.-f-Haviog obferved all that could intc* 
reft, we proceeded to the jfecond pyniq;iid,^ 
wl^kh ^eiQS^as high as the f^rft. Strabo affirm^ 
it is {oi PiodoriosrSiculud tbe fame; 4wt add) 
that the bfde of tbe (eeond is lefs (gj^ .and at-^ 
tributes its conftru&ipn to Cephren^ hrothes 
sind fuceeflbr to Chcmmis, who bpilt th^ 
one I have already defcribed« The coabAg 
of this pyramid is deftroyed in many placeSt 
but the fradure$ made by force, prpve th;|{ 
men, rather than time, have^effedted this ha-> 
Vock. SbfXy feet of the upper part, i^ entirf 
becayie^ "no doubt, it was the mp^ dlffi^ 
cu]t9 to detach* Perhaps thofe who have atr 
tempted to violate thi$ ancient fnaufbleum, 
repelled by the length, difEcultyi and ^xpenc^ 
of the work, cpntented themielves with car<- 
ryiftg off the out44e marble^ 

Saft of thefe two pyrami^sr^. is a thirds 
which appears very fmall, comparatively, 
yet ia ^bout three hundred feet fijuare (^), 
and was built by Micieriaus, who wiihing 
to equal the fame of his father Chemmi.<; 



(iJ PtPd8P» Siculus, }\h. I. Tea. 2. 

(bj Strabo, lib. ij» . ^ f ' i 

R 3 would 
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would coat it with marble from the Thebaic 
(i)f which is beautiful^ {potted with black, 
of a fine grain, exceedingly hard, and capable 
cfapcrfedt polifli. The prince died when 
the work was only half done. The finenefi 
of the marble has led the Arabs to break it 
•ff. Some ftonesilill remain, and fragments 
round the bafe. The name of Micerinus 
was infcribed on the northern fide (kj^ but, 
like the hieroglyphics of the grand pyramid, 
has been removed with the coating. 

Many fables are related by hiftorians of 
this pyramid. Some fay it was built by a 
famous courtezan, from the gains (he made 
by her lovers. Others that an eagle carrying 
off the fmall flipper of the beauteous Rho- 
dope, came to Naucratis, let it fall at Mem- 
phis, and that the King, charmed by its 
beauteous form, wiflied to know whom it 
belonged to, became afterwards in love with 

(l) The quarries of this fine marble are at the upper 
end of Egypty in the mountain at the foot of which S j- 
en^^ was l}u|lt. There ^ire three forts, t|ie firfl: a perfe^ 
black, the fecond only fpotted, and the third mixed 
with redt The granite of the two firft was ufed in the 
building of tombs, the other for columns amd obeli^* 

(i^ Piodorifs Siculus^ lib. i. fcftt tt 

JUiodo JW, 
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Rfaodope, married he(, and that (be baitt the 
pyramid. 

The Arabs^ who love the manrelloits, 
have eagerly credited thefe childifh tales» and 
called the pyramid Hcramelbent. The an- 
cient edifice of the maiden. Round here are. 
the ruins of three other, pyramids (/J, built, 
&ys Diodorus^ as maufoleums for the wives, 
of the Kings who built the great ones. 

Oppofite the fecond» eaftward, is the enor- 
mous fphinx, the whole body of which^ as I^ 
have (aid» is buried in the £uid, the top of 
die back only td be feen» which is above a 
hundred ieet long, and is of a fingle done, 
making part of the^ rock on which the py- 
ramids reft. Its head rifes about feven and 
twenty feet above the iand. Mahomet has 
taught the Arabs to hold all images of men or 
animals in deteftation ; and they have disfi- 
gured the face with their arrows and lances. 
Pliny pretends fmj the body of Amafis was. 
depofited within this fphinx. Many authors 
believt the well of the grand pyramid end- 

(I) Salah Eddin den^olifhcd them, and built the walls 
of Grand Cairo» and the caftle on mount Mdcattam^ 
with the ftpnes. 

^;ii;Plin.Hift.Nac, 

R 4 ed 
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ed here, and that the priefts ctme hett, it 

certain times, to deliver their oracles i but 
$befe are mcer eonjedbrcs (n)^ 

M. Paw C^J iays, theft fphinze$, the bodjr 
of whiib is half a vkgin, half a lion, are 
images bf the Deity, whom they repre&at 
a^ a hcrAlapbrodite i which opinion feems 
not to me more happy than that concerning 
the fepulchre of O&riss The Nile increafes, 
overflows, and inundates Egypt, under the 
iigns Leo and VirgOi and the fphinx was a 
hieroglyphic which told the people when this 
mbft important erent in tbe whole year (hould 
happen, which is the reafon this figure is (b 
very often repeated : it ilands before all re* 
markable buildings, and meant to fay, ^^ Inha- 
bitants, under fuch a fign, at fuch a time, 
tl^e river (hall overflow your fields, and make 
them fertile." While we were admiring the 
miracles of ancient Egypt, and M. Adanfon^ 
firfl royal interpreter at Alexandria, was em- 

(nj They bring the cavity on the top of the bead of 
the fphinx, through which the priefts delivered their 
oracles, as a proof of this opinion^ but this cavity is 
only five feet deep, and neither communicates with the 
mouth, nor the body of the fphinx, 

Co) Rech. Phil, fur Us Egyptiens fjT /«r Ohmoss. 
* ployed 
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pbj«d drawiogy we faw ten Arabs come 
gallppingy with their lance8» and approaching 
within piftor (hot, either to attack , or force 
money from us. We had muikets and pif- 
tol^ and were very able to repel tfateoi ; bat 
on the firft fire a whole tribe could have faU 
len upon us« We^ therefore bade our cheika 
(peak to, and tell, them we were their guefts, 
and they had taken us under their protedion. 
This difarmed them, at once, for they highly 
refpedt the rights of hofpitality. Alighting, 
they oflFcrcd to accompany us wherever we 
pleafed; but as they do not like to be trou* 
bled for nothing, they p^>litely aiked fome 
gratuity, which we beftowed. This Hight 
prefent having ratified peace, I heard them 
iky, in a half whifper, let us vilit the Caint. 
Away they went, and I, following, pafled the 
fecond pyramid, and flopped with them at 
the door of a grotto cut in the rock, into 
which, pulling off their ihoes, they went. 
I was the only European who imitated 
them. The grotto was Ipacious, dean, hand- 
fome, and very cool. At one end was a 
niche, fix feet high, before whi«h an oli 
curtain, with many holes^ was drawn. The 
Arabs came near, with reverence; each 

kneeled 
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kneeled in turn, and kifled a foot which ^ 
was held out under the curtain. My turn 
being come, I approached, and faid, O holy 
faint, fliew me thy face. My compliment* 
was taken as an infult, and, judging by my 
pronunciation, I was not an Arab, he anfwered, 
iiirlily— JR^»A anni ia ketb. Leave me dog. 
Hearing this, the MufTulmen looked furioiif* 
ly at me, and I, haftily, went away ; happy 
that my imprudence had no worfe confe* 
quences, and promiiing never more to hold 
converfation with an Egyptian Santon. 

Thefe men are vagabonds who affed 
total indifference to the riches of this world, 
and,, living on alms, are guilty of a thoufand 
extravagancies which makes them pafs for 
infpired. They go intirely naked through 
the cities, and, violating decency, blufli not,- 
publickly, to commit actions which the refl: 
of mankind conceal in the darknefs of night, 
or the veil oif myftcry (p). I cannot defcribe 

(p) A friend from Tunis has written to me eoncerning 
a fcene of this nature, which paiTed in the open city, 
' between a' Santon and a woman. The people refpedl- 
M\j fiirroitmied the momentary man and wife, and any 
Buropean, who. fhould .hava. ventiMred to joke at thtf 
fight,^^ would have rif^ued^bf iyg ft<)Q^t> 

the 
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the veneration in which the populace hold 
thefe {h^mclers cynics; women efpecially^who, 
naturally timid and modeft, forget, in their 
behalf, that referve and pudency ought al« 
ways to accompany their fex, and that men, 
who with effrontery gratify every appetite, 
do not merit fo teuch refpedl:. 

Satisfied with feeing and wondering, we 
returned to Qiza ; where we remained fome 
days examining the environs. We met, on 
our route, feveral Chacals, (or Jackalls) which 
ran, with great fpeed, towards the mountains* 
Theiefawn coloured animals, the fize of a 
dog^ have a dragging tail, and a pointed 
muzzle. They live on hunting, and the 
l^(k of the lakes. The Arabs call them dib, 
and they are the wolves of Africa. 

J have the honour to bcj fee. 



LET- 
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Giza^ 4M ancient faffuri of Fofiat ; m^Ae ef 
modern travftters. fTif ciarmmg . view 
of the Nik. "the ijle of Raoudai Old Cwo, 
. and the boats which inceffantfy pafs up and 
down the river 5 "fwitb particulars cmceming 
the manufaBoty and making of JaUaiammiac. 

Tp.M. l.m: . 

I Z A, as you have fcen, Sir, is a fmall 
placCf governed by a kiachef, and owes its 
origin to the governors, of the Caliphsj who 
chofc Foftat for their place of rcfidence The 
ancients, who have exadtly defcribed the envi- 
rons of ihc pyramids^ do not mention Giza, 
which was founded by the Arabs, as its name 
(hews, (q) Shaw was deceived in placing it on 

(q) Giza, in Arabic, iignifies angle or end \ and this 
name was given it becaufe, when Mafr Foftat flouriihed, 
Giza, one of its fuburbs, was feparated from it only by the 
Nile. Macrizi, fpeaking of the defcent of Louis IX. 
and mentioning one end of Damietta, fays, The Giza 
of Damietta. 

the 
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^ aiicttoricit^ of Memphis ; "for^ befide that 
tbtre arc hekker railist'ttlir imtiqiiities hcre^ 
the G«cfcs,- RbiA4A*, -ahd- cfpdcially the 
Arahs^ have (6 jpofitivily marked the fifcuatibft 
4rf die atici^nt metrbpblits tX Egypt that/ read- 
ing them attciitivtely, it is impoffiblc to bfe 
lnif)»kent as I think I (hdll prdve in my next 
iMter. 

Giza is furrotmded by immcnfe plaint, 
profofcly covered wiA vegetables, flaic, and 
corn. Here thfey ^roi?7 the carthamus, im- 
properly, by the peof>le of Provence, called 
-&fr-anon, the floNvet df which they buy aitd 
•fend to Marfeillcs, to ufe in dying the cloths 
oif Languedoc. The Egyptiahs, wanting 
wood, iliake fttd of the ftaHc: the pod in- 
trlfudes a gram, from whteh fliey extradfc zfit^ 
behu, foft oil, of an infipidtafte, but eatrti 
by the common people, thongh fcldom ufed 
by the rich, btrt in the tUcrminffriions fo fre- 
qiMnt in Egypt. ^ - 

I'his fmall town h^ a matraftiftory of fal- 
'atlinMniac, inta the laboratory of which I 
ifeveral times went, and, nott^ithftanding the 
^horribly infedtious Tmbke, obferved the pro- 
<:edtire. Imagine arches with ^parallel apet- 
*-t«res or flits, tlwoogh which the necks, twt> 

inches 
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Inches long, and equal in diameter^ of toood 
glafs-bottles, are put, which, before diey art 
.thus ranged, are coated with clay. The 
interftices between each bottle are alio flop- 
ped with clays the bottles are contained 
within the arch, and the necks are fupported 
by walls, the neck only being expofed to the 
adion of the open air ; thefe bottles are full 
of foot, fwept from the chimnies of the com- 
mon people, whofe conftant fuel is dung of 
animals, dried in the fun, and mixed with 
chopped ilraw. A fire is lighted underneath 
the mouths of the bottles, of the fame fub« 
fiances, and is kept burning three days and 
nights. The bottles are unftopped, and iJM 
Exhaling vapour of the heated foot infenfibly 
atuches itfelf to the necksi where it con« 
denfes, cryflallizes, and forms a bright and 
folid body, about two inches thick. The- 
procefs over, the bottle is broken, the a(hes 
cleared, and the cake of fal^ammoniac, fuch 
as fent to Europe, obtained, firfl taking from 
its underfide a black cruft, which has not 
acquired the degree of perfcftion necefiaryi 
but this cruft, being put into other bottles, 
yields, on a fccond procefs, the moil efteemed 
and mod perfect fal^ammpniac. About tv9f> 

thoufand 



6 N E G y?P T. »S5 

thouiand . quintals arc annually fabricated ib 
the different mamifadories of the country ; it 
is an article of commerce between the Egyp- 
tians artd Europeans^ being ufed by pewterers, 
goldfmiths, founders^ and chymifts. 

The French merchants of Grand Cairo 
have a country- houfe at Giza, and a fmall 
garden, with orange, lemon, and date-trees^ 
fituated on the bank of the Nile. The beau« 
tifulifland of Raouda, and its odoriferous 
bowers, the mekias, againft which the waves 
beat with violence. Old Cairo, and its fur- 
rounding gardens, with a multitude of boats 
which inceiTant^ crofs the river, are feen 
from its windows; extenfive and verdant 
profpeAs, variegated with houfes, mofques, 
or more diftant minarets, charm the eye, 
inducing the fpedator to fit hours contem- 
plating thefe fmiling objects, while the frefh 
air, which follows the courfe of the Nile in 
currents, comes, reanimates the fenfes, and 
gives the foul that energy which is necefiary 
to tafte the beautiful and the fublime. To 
Giza therefore, fatigued by bufinefs, or fuffb- 
. cated by the heats of Grand Cairo, reverberated 
from the burning fands of Mokattam, the 
French come to repofe : at Giza they recover 

their 
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their health, and» in pure and tooling ms^ 
br«athe life in the aromatic esdialations of 
plants and flowers. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 



LE T- 
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LETTER XXI. 

On the true Jituatian of Memphis^ confirmed by 
Herodotus^ Straio, Pliny, and tie Arabian 
authors-, modem travellers refuted. T! he city, 
as it was in the time of Herodotus and Dio*^ 
dorus Sicu/us ; its temples, palaces, and lakes 
defcribed. ^j^tationfrom Abulfeda, proving 
its total deJiruBion by Amrou -, ruins. Jiillfeen 
near tke village Menf the poor remains of the 
ancient Memphis. 

To M, L, M. 

Grand Cairo* 

XT is time, Sir, to fpeakof Memphis, and 
examine the opinions of writers concerning 
this celebrated city, which are very oppofite ; 
fome pretending it flood where Giza now 
(lands, and others placing it five leagues far- 
ther fouth. Is it not aflonifhing that the fcite 
of the ancient metropolis of Egypt, a city 
near fevea leagues in circumference, (r) 
containing magnificent temples and pa- 
laces which art laboured to render eternal, 

(r) A hundred ami fifty ftadia. Diodorus Siculus, 
lib. \. kSt. 2. 

Vol. I. S • fhould 
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fliould at prefent be a fubjedl of difpute among 
the learned? Thus, in their turn, arc all 
the proud monuments of man buricd'in the 
duft. Hiftory, I hope, will teach us to find 
the remaining veftiges of Memphis, and dif- 
iipate that darknefs in which erudition has 
itfelf endeavoured to hide them. 

** Queen Scmiramis built the caftle of 
•* Grand Cairo (s)^ into which (he put a 
** numerous garrifon of Babylonians to be 
*' a check upon Memphis, which flood 
** facing it, weft of the Nile, and prevent 
** rebellion in the capital" (t). 

Shaw is of the fame opinion, and fays, 
the ancient Memphis, the remains of which 
are now buried and covered over, flood op* 
pofitc Cairo, on the bank of the Nile next 
Lybia, at the village of Giza (u). 

Pococke, an exadl obferver, comes after- 
ward, and, infpeding the place, and read- 
ing the ancients, is of a contrary opinion 
(x). War is declared among the learned 

(^) I think I have removed this firft error in Let- 
ter VII. and proved it was built by Salah Eddin, 
.(t) Father Sicard, Lettres Edifiantcs, p*47X« 
(u) Shaw's Travels, vol, ii. chap. 4. 
' (x) Pococke's Travels, tooki. chap, 5. 

of 
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of Ei^gland, and the authors of the :Mo« 
dern Univerfal Hiftory have proaounced the 
following fentencc. 

** The city of Mefr (the Memphis of the old 
^* geographers) was fituatedon the wcftcrn, or 
'* Ly faaan, bank of -the Nile, ^arid occupied 
**.thB fpot on which ;the>vi]iagc of Geeza at 
" prcfetit ftands^ This we leajoi ftora Dr: 
<*"Shaw, whofe. geographical ohferyjuiaos re*^ 
" ]ating to Egypt and Arabia Petraasl a^^raore 
^^cuoDus^'and iappribr in point .x)f! truth, at 
" leaft probability, learning, accacacy,! and 
"judgment, to thofe of any ^thcuTmodem 
'* traveller/. ... In fine, hi§ hoi)k will iland 
** its ground vvh6n all the efforts of. envy ancl 
" malice have been fpcnt ;l wheii'fome of thofe 
" others> writteain imitation Qf it^ or with -a 
** dcfign to depreciate it, will Jbe.rhuri^d in 
'* oblivion, or, at^leaft, njeetwith thaticon- 
J' tempt which jribey/fo juftly dcfervc." fy) 

Here, Sir, is a ,very dogmatic decifion 
againA all travellers i who ihall dare to con<« 
tradidt Dr; Shaw. If the authors of the 
Univerfal Hiftory thought they had no oc- 

(y) Mod. Univ. Hift. val. i.. paje 438, edit. 1759. 

S 2 cafion 
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cafioh to read the ancients^ diey ought» at 
leafty to have looked over the Arabiaa 
geographers i they would not then fb cm* 
phatically have fupported an evident error. 
Permit me to cite my authorities. 

^* Memphis is fituated in th^ narroweft 
** part of Egypt, pn the weftern bprder of 
" the Nile, the viraters of which form a 
^' lake on the north and weft of the ci- 

•' ty"r^> 

This is a vague, defbription; ^or,:dtD':de^ 

termine the fituation of Memphis, it ia ne^ 

cefiary the lake ftiU ihould fubfift, and that 

the valley of Egypt fhould be meaforcd to 

find its narroweft part« Strabo fa) has been 

more circumftantial. ^^ From the caftle of 

f< Babylon fij the pyramids near Memphis 

«' are feen, oa the other fide of the Nile,— 

^' Lakes, in part,, furround the city ; the 

^' buildings which were^ the palaces of the 

^' kings are In ruins, and ^extend from the 

^* mountain to the plain where the city is 

^* built, as far as the borders of, the lake^ 

(z) Herodotus Euterpe. 

CaJ Strabo, lib. 17. 

(i) I marked its fcite in Letter VIIL 

'' (haded 
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" ihflded by a facred grove.: Forty ftadia 
" from Memphis is a rocky hill, where a 
*^ great number of pyramids are built/' 

That Strabo faw the pyramids from the 
caftlc of Babylon is not wonderful, fincc 
they are feen from the fortrefs which over- 
looks Grand Cairo^ and much farther. He 
adds, they were near Memphis, on a hill, 
diftant only forty ftadia, that is to fay five 
miles ; which will not agree with Giza, 
that being three leagues from the neareft 
pyramids, and fix from thofe of Saccara. 
But I will not dwell on this, becaufe Pliny 
removes the difficulty paft doubt (c). 

•* The three grand pyramids, feen by the 
'^ watermen from all parts, ftand on a bar- 
** ren and rocky hill, between Memphis 
'' and the Delta, one league from the Nile, 
** two from Memphis, and near the village 
" of Bufiris/' 

This paflage Irrevocably fixes the con- 
teftcd fjpot, and fully difplays truth: for 
he fays the pyramid ftood between Memphis 
and the Delta, and Giza, certainly, ftands be« 
tWjpen the- pyramids and the Deltas it, 

(cj Plin. Hift. Nat. lib. 36. cap, 12. 

S 3 therefore. 
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therefore, is impoflible Memphis could be 
fituated at Giza. Or, which is the fame 
thing, Memphis, according to Pliny, was 
two leagues fouth of the pyramids, and 
Giza is three leagues north ; wherefore, it 
ciannbt have been built where Memphis 
flood; nor can Pliny be faid to be mif- 
taken, for his defcription is precife. Bufiris 
ftill fubfifts, how Boufir, not far from the 
pyramids, which are a league froni the 
tiver. The fmall town Menf, the ancient 
Meniphis, is about two leagues fouth of 
thefc monuments. The authors of the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory would have been cautious of 
implicitly believing, and blindly adopting, 
an erroneous opinion .had they read this 
paffagc) efpccially as it had been oppofcd 
by obe df their own countrymen, fd) who 
was judicious, and well informed ; they 
would not have fulminated an anathema 
againft all who doubted in "Dr, Shaw. I, 
like them, render all homage to his me- 
rits, his book abounds in valuable know- 
ledge ; but, as errors and truths are blended, 
I cannot avoid removing the firfl, whenever 
opportunity offers. 

(d) Pgcockc's Travels. 

A king 



! 
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A king of Egypt, having turned the courfe 
of the Nile, (e) which difFufed itfelf over the 
£ands of Lybia, and the Delta being formed 
from the mud ^ of its waters, canals were 
cut to drain Lower Egypt, The monarchs 
who, till then, had refided at Thebes, re- 
moved nearer the mouth of the river, to enjoy 
an air more temperate, and be more ready to 
defend the entrance of their empire. They 
founded the city of Memphis, and endea- 
voured to render it equal to the ancient capi- 
tal, decorating it with many temples, (g) 
among which that of Vulcan drew the attenua- 
tion of travellers : its grandeur, fumptuouf- 
Xiti%^ and rich ornaments, each excited admi- 
ration. Another temple, befide the barren 

(i) See Letter I. 

(f) Though hiftory, which proves the Delta formed 
from the fands 'and mire of the Nile, no longer 
fubfifted, and though i^e fliould reje£t the opinions of 
Herodotus, Strabo, Diodorus, Pliny, &c. who affirm the 
fad,' we could not but admit it \ having confidered this 
fine part of Egypt. Throughout the Delta, no other 
ftones are found than thofe brought for the building of 
temples, and grand edifices ; nor is any thing to be 
obtained but the black mud of tUe Nile, mixed with 
fand, by digging in any part whatever twenty feet deep, 

(g) Strabo,lib, 17. 

S 4 plain. 



264 LETTERS 

plain, was dedicated to Scrapie, the principal 
entrance to which was a vaft Sphynx avenue. 
Egypt has always been opprcfled with fands^ 
which, accumulating here, had half buried 
fome of the fphynx^ and others up to the neck^ 
in the time of Strabo ^ at prefent they have 
difappeared. To prevent this difafler, they 
built a long mound, (b) on the South iide» 
which alfo ferved as a barrier againft the in-* 
undations of the river, and the attacks of 
enemies. The palace of the kings, and a for-* 
trefs built on the mountain, defended it on 
the Weft, the Nile on the Eaft, and to the 
North were lakes, beyond which wis the 
pkin of mummies, and the caufeway which 
led from Bufiris to the great pyramids. Thus 
fituated, Memphis commanded the valley of 
Egypt, and communicated by canals with the 
lakes Moeris, and JVIareotis. Its citizens might 
traverfe the kingdom in boats, and it, there-- 
fore, became the centre of wealth, commerce,. 
and arts, where aftronomy and geometry, 
invented by the Egyptians, flouriihed. (i) 
Hither the Greeks came to obtain know- 
ledge, which, carrying into their own coun-f 

(h) Diodorus Siculus, lib, i, 
(i) Straboj lib. 17^ 

trjr. 
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tfj, they brought to pcrfcaion. Thebes and 
her hundred gates lay forgotten^ and oti the 
hill near Memphis rofe thole proud oionu^ 
ments, thofe fuperb maufoleums^ which, alone^ 
of the wonders of the world, have braved 
deftrudive time, and men ilill more deftruc- 
tive. The glory of Memphis endured for 
ages, till Cambyfes came, at the head of a 
formidable army, and laid Egypt defolate ; by 
this ferocious conqueror were her temples 
and famous edifices deftroyed« This was his 
endeavour, as it was to extinguish the fciences, 
which a people, furrounded by waters and 
deierts, had, in their fertile valley, firft invent- 
ed. With their privileges the priefts loft 
a part of the knowledge that was attached to 
them. Memphis, however, disfigured as it 
waSi preferved fuch remains of .magnificence, 
^at it ftill was the firft city of the world, 
and ftruggled, for more than two centuries, 
to (hake off the odious yoke of the Pcrfians. 
Alexander, to whom ihe yielded, reveiiged 
her wrongs, and, abandoning himfelf to guilty 
phren2y, renewed the horrors Cambyfes had 
committed, at Thebes and Memphis, on 
Perfepolis (k). Is there not juftice for empires 

(I) Quintus Curtius. . ' 

i- as 
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Oft for individuals ? Charmed with the bean-* 
tics of Egypt, the antiquities of which he 
Yifited, he founded a city there in his own. 
name, feveral ages before the Chriftian aera, 
which the Ptolemies, his fucceflbrs, em- 
bellifhed, endeavouring to join the majeftic 
architefture of Egypt to the elegance of 
Greece. The Pharos rofe the admiration of 
the world ; Alexandria became another Rome, 
and arts and fciences, beneath the eye of the 
Ibverefgn, fpread their brilliancy afar. Com- 
merce attracted wealth and abundance hither, 
and to the new capital Memphis daily faw its 
inhabitants remove. (I) Under Auguftus the 
latter was dill a great city, populous, and full 
of foreigners, yet was but then the fecond in 
Egypt. Six hundred years after it was con- 
quered by the Arabs, after a long and bloody 
£ege, who took it by afTault, and, according 
to Abulfeda, efFe^ed its deftrudion. I will 
cite the paflage from this learned hiftorian^ 
bccaufe it proves th& fcite Pliny gave Mem- 
phis, and deftroys the error of various, 
writers, (m) who pretend that the governors, 
under the emperors of Conftantinoplc, rcfided 

(1) Strabo, lib. i/. 

(m) Maillet — Father Sicard. . 

' at 
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'at Grand Cairo, when Amrou conquered 
Egypt. In my eighth letter I thought I 
had demonftrated this city did not then exiil ; 
^hat follows is an additional proof: ** Menf 
*^ (n)^ (that is to fay Memphis) is the ancient 
** Mafr (o) of Egypt, (landing on the wef- 
.** tern Ihore of the Nile. Amrou, fon of 
*« £1 Aas, took it by affault, totally deftroyed 
^* it, and, by order of Omar, fon of Kettab, 
** built the city cf Foftat, on the oppofiite 
•• fliore. There are remarkable ruins at 
•* Menf— the temains of its ancient (plendar^ 

t . (^) ". Menf kjfi mafr clcadima ouahiaan garbi el NiU 
V Oua lemma fatahha Amrou ebn el Aas kharabha oua 
•' bena el Foftat men elbar clakhar el fliarki be amr 
*< Omar ebn el Khattab. Oua be menf atar cadimo 
*' azima madfalo men elfakhour oua el menhouta el ma« 
^* ibura* Oua alaiha deban akhdar, oua khairo baki 
'^ ila zamanna, hada lam ietkhaier mei^-el^^ams ouai 
^^ khairha ala toul hada eldemma. Oua menf men mafr 
•* ala marhela cariba." 

Ahulfeda^ Defcnpiion of EgypU 
(o) I obfervcd, in my letter on old Cairo, that the 
Arab« always beftow the name of Mafr on the capiulof 
Egypt. Memphis bore it till ruined by Amrou ; Foftat 
■cxt, and preferved' it, till Schaouar fet (ire to the city 
to prevent its being taken by the French ; fince vrhtn 
Grand Cairo is called Mafr, and Foftat Mafr'elatic, the 
ancient Mafr, or the ancient captttalr - 

' ' ^* which 



<< which are fufitred to docay j Ipkones tho 
*< icolpture and paindog of which excite won- 
<« der^ and whofc colours . netth^ Ain npr air 
.^' hayo yet effaced. Mcnf i^ a foJt^iU -day's 
** journey fronn Grand Cairo." 

Thia.agcQea ilvith Pliny's defcription, and 
with what y«t reno^ins. The village of Monf, 
a feebk refidu^ pf an imtn^nfe pty» is fix 
jkaguei from Grand Cairo^ on the weftern 
fide of the Nik, precifcly where the learned 
nataralift marks its fcite ; it being four leagues 
firom Grand Cairo to the pyramid^, and two 
from thence to Menf. The ruins round it 
confirm the teftimony of Abalfeda, and the 
lakes (p) mentioned by Herodotus and Strabo 
have not entirely difappeared^ one being near 
Saccara^ with a grove of Acacia on the weft 
t£ Menf, the other precifely North» which, 
during the inundation, extends to die caufe* 
way thrown up in the marfh which feparate$ 
the Nile from the grand pyramids^ and was 
made to facilitate the conveyance of the mar<^ 
ble for the pafiages and coating of theft 

(p) TJbele lakes, which all antiquity dcfcribes near 
Memphis, art proof demonftrative it wa3 fitiuKed at 
Menf, aiKl^Qot at GiMy for there is no trace of any lake 
within three league^oCihe latter* x 

edifices« 
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edifices (q). . THe moulid liiibfifts with bridged 
built .to lo^e the ffee drcdation to the Wft«' 
tecs, and^iducingthe^time of iiiundbtf6n^>thofe 
who come b &e the pyramids coaft k ih 
boats^ /-:'; f 

-'. Tbefe, Siriivere the lakes which the Miem<« 
phians Were^obKged to- crois when they coil«: 
^^d their dead to ^ tbe plains where the 
kings had raifed thdir .cnaofoledms; As there* 
were WiftpUs here /^r/iwrficte expiatory facd^ 
fices were offtped for theidoceafod, as* theier 
filent abodes were i»\riolable, andthe impious* 
man who ihould hare dared profane and- trou- 
ble their profound peace would have been 
punid^ed with deaths all Che Egyptians wilhed 
here td be entombed. Each family funk^ irv 
the rock covered with fands, a gloomy habi-^ 
tation, where^ in their turn, father and fon 
were depofited with religious piety, little fup- 
pofing that a time (hould come when the en- 
lightened people of' Europe would have them 
torn from their fepulchres; or that their bodies^ 
buried and preferved with fo much care, 

(q) Herodotus, Euterpe. 

(r) Each great pyramid had its temple, and prielh, 
whofe office was to immolate expiatory viftimSi and pray 
for the dead, 

would 
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would become an ob^ed of vile traffic* The 
Greeks, who have been pre&nt (s) at the 
judgments the Egyptians^ alone^ of all the 
earth's inhabitants, pronounced upon the 
dead, and who have feen the places where 
their bodied were brought in.boats» on 
paying a fmall fee, hav^ invented the fa* 
ble of Charon and HdL The beauty 
of the plains beyond that vaft iblitude, the 
iands> the canals, by which they were watered* 
preferving their eternally verdant banks, gavct 
them the idea of the Styx, the Lethe, and the. 
Elyfian fields, which their fruitful and fine 
imaginations embellinied with ^)1 the beauties 
6f poetry. The fable gained credit ainong 
^e populace, and became an article of pagan 
religion* 

Such, Sir, are. the reflefflions which atten^ 
lively reading the ancients, and feeing the 
environs of the pyramids, have produced t 
may they be thought worthy your attention, 
and poflefs the merit of truth* 

I have the honour to be, &c« 

Diod. Sic. p. 13. Ed. Hen. Stcph. I5<9. 

LET- 
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LETTER X3MI. ' 

Fr/^rjf Boulac to Damietta: that branch gJ^ 
the Niky its canals^ the villages^ towns^ 
and antiquities^ on the banks, Sejcribed. 
Of the fair of Tanta ; the, manners of the 
. inhabitants of that part of Egypt ; the 
groves .near Semennoud/, the chicken ovens 
at Manfouray where the French army was 
defeated i and the navigation of the ri^ 
ver. 

To M. L. M. 

• Gr^nd ^airo, 1779- 

1 T is fix teen months fincc you received tnj 
laft letter ; during this long interval anxious 
friendihip has oftcp painted the misfortunes 
to which a. traveller is expofed, in a barbae 
rous country, and has more than once made 
you fear for my life. Honpured be die feel- 
ings which to me are fo precious^ and which 
my fympathetic heart repays. But calm 
your apprehenfions; travellers have a deity 
who cxafts prudence and fortitude, and, 

when 
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whc^ religioafly obeyed^ (belters them from 
danger. Ceaie then your alarms^ and attribute 
my filence to my continual journeys and 
Jabours. Yet, Sir, forget not to write to 
me. The worth of a letter is here fully 
known; it is opened with tranrport, read 
.with avidity, and the day of its reception is 
a day of feftivity. Beneath this burning fun, 
amid thefe dcferts, the want of a friend is 
powerfully felt ; and whatever brings him 
to memory is moft precious. Seldom does 
a Frenchman find, among Turks and Arabs, 
a heart that vibrates with his own, and 
crouding fenfations are born and die unpar- 
ticipated. Pity me, therefore, and fend me 
what confolation abfence can receive; thatt 
while I read chara&ers your hand has traced, 
I may fee, may hear, you ; while fancy, 
fweet enchantrefs, but iUufive, gives me 
momentary happinefs, and flrews the thorny 
road of life with flowers. — Let us continue 
our correfpondence. 

During the long filencc of which you com- 
plain, my time has been employed. Sir, in 
making two journeys into Lower Egypt, 
vifiting the towns and canals of the eaftern 
branch of the Nile, and living a year at 

Damietta, 
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t)amietta5 to acquire mofe perfedly the Arabic 
diale6t fpoken in Syria. A thoufand times 
have I wandered over the delicious environs 
of this city, nlot yet fatisfied with contem- 
plating the beauties of nature, with behold- 
ing the happy pidure of plenty. I have 
traced the arniy of Louis IX. from its land-, 
ing to Manfoura. Honeft Joinville has writ- 
ten the hiftory of that expedition, the begin- 
ning of which was fo profperous, and the 
end fo unhappy 5 but his narration is obfcure, 
and leaves much to wifti. The curious 
accounts of the Arabic authors, and* an 
infpeftion of the places, have given me the 
means of elucidating and fupplying infor- 
mation which he could not acquire. ^ When 
I have defcribed my journey, I will endeavour 
to retrace this fliort, but interefting, part of 
our hiftory. 

The fifteenth of February I went for Da- 
mietta, in a canjat\ that is to fay, a lefs boat 
than a macA, and built for pleafure. It con- 
tained a fmall, and a larger cabin, which we 
carpetted 5 a mat in the form of a canopy, 
railed on the deck, fheltered us from the fun, 
while we beheld the country wc pafled. A 

Vol. I. T faithful 
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faithful Janiflary,' who had been io the ftrmjf 
of the famous Ali Bey, and an Arabian fer* 
vant, accompanied me, all well armtdj a 
very neceflary precaution on the branch of 
Damietta, where attacks are continuaL Th« 
Fellab^ (r) who inhabit the ihores, corne^ 
under favour of darknefs, aflail the boats, 
and, if not refided, murder the paifengers» 
and feize their effefls. A foreigner ought to 
be well afluredof his fervants, and the fidelity 
di the patron or captain, who> c^ten in coUu-* 
fion with the thieves, (hare the fpoil. Taught 
by experience, I give this advice to future 
travellers, having nearly loft my life for not 
having followed it at firft. 

The moft eflential fiores are rice and coffee, 
which we took care to provide. The villages 
will fupply milk, eggs, and poultry i we added 
fome bottles of old wine of Cyprus, which 
Mahamet Afialama, (s) though a good maf- 
iulman, was very happy to partake of occa« 

{r) Egyptian hufbandmen. 

(t) Mahamet Aflalama, the Janiflarjr, who accompa- 
Aied ine» was honeft, brave, and faithfuL I had great 
obligations to hitn during my travels, and at my depar* 
ture he entered into the fervics of the French Gonful at 
Alexfmdria. 

fionally. 
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fibnally, though always in a comer, and taking 
care not to be (een even by the boatmen. 
" Wc left Boulac about one o*clock, with a 
ferene iky, and a heat as temperate as one of 
our fineft days of fpring* The inundation had 
been over about fix weeks, and the waters of 
the Nile infenfibly decreafed. The current 
being rather flow, and the north wind blow- 
ing, the men were obliged to take to their 
oars. Wheat and barley began^to ripen. The 
carthamus and dourra, or Indian millet, were 
a foot high i and the third crop of lucern was 
springing ; cucumbers and water ^ melons 
Ipread their flexible branches over the river 
banks, and beans were almoft^ripe* The 
foliage of the trees was verdant, but diffe-^ 
riently tinctured, and the orange and citron 
were in flower. Such was the afpc^ of the 
country on the fifteenth of February. 

Continuing to row^ an hour's pailage 
brought us to the mouth of the canal of 
Adrian^ which ran to that of the Red Sea^ 
traveriing the village Kelioub^ and pafling 
north of Heliopolis. Two leagues lower is the 
viflage Charakhania, below which the Nile 
feparates on each fide the Delta. Here Hero- 
T 2 dotus 
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dotus and Pomponius Mela.placed the ancient 
city of Cercaforum. (tj . D'Anville, following 
Strabo, defcribes it pn the weftern (bore of the 
Nile, at the village El Ark/us. 
\ We are compenfated for the (lowneis with 
which we advance bj the amuiing fight of 
boats continually paffing and repaying, and 
a rich country, various in its produdlions, 
and abounding in cattle. Arrived at Bdtn el 
^aJtara, where the Nile divides, we left the 
branch of itofetta, and proceeded along that 
of Damietta. The firft elbows eaftward, the 
fecond flows north, in a right line, therefore 
has the greateft quantity of water, for which 
reafon the moft confiderable canals arc cut 
from it, as I fhall (hew. 

The fun fets, and our mariners dread 
palling the night oppofite Dagoua, a fmalt 
town where thieves harbour. In the time of 
Father Sicard, a certain Habib^ had eftab- 
blifhed his . tyranny there, and, making pre- 
lents to the men in power at Cairo, levied 
contributions on all paffengers. The place 
is ftill infefted with pirates, and, laft year, 

» (tj Herodtftus, lib. 2. and Mela fay^ that the city 
of Cerpaforuin ftood near the divifion of the Nile, oa 
the eaftern fliore, where Charakhania now ftaiids. 
• — -•^ a large 
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a large boat, in which were more than thirty 
Turks, and myfelf, was attacked; our arm$ 
and behaviour repelled the enemy, .who 
wanted to plunder, not fight; we therefore 
determined to caft anchor oppofite the fmajl 
village Zoufeti ; and, while the fcrvant prc^ 
pared fupper, I walked with my Janiflary into j 
neighbouring wood; each with a pair of piflolfi 
at the girdle, a large fabre by the (ide, and a 
doubled barrelled muiket on the (houlder. 

Several rows of trees, planted rouqd % 
vaft field, formed a femicircular^enclofure j 
the fides of which reached to th^ , river, 
About the middle were banks, under -fycamora 
trees, and on the right and left were pomegra- 
nate, palnij tamarind, and orange trees, pro- 
mifcuoufly planted, which formed various 
fmall groves. Among them grew, tufts of 
Hennau a pleafing flirub, with leaves that dye 
yellow; the cool graifs, variety of trees,' in- 
termingling buflies, orange, and citron flow- 
ers, flocks of doves, which fpught an afylum 
under the thick foliage, and abundance of cat- 
tle, brought from grazing, altogether formed 
a moft chearful arid animated fcenQ, which 
jnfpircd • thofe fweet fenfations of happipefe 
^ T 3 * that 
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that profpeifts of bounteous and beautiful na« 
ture never fail to produce. 

Wc went up to the hulbandmen's huts, 
and the women, %vho were round, immedi- 
ately retired. The men remained) and, from 
our drefs, fuppofing we were the officers of 
fome Bey, who came to exa(% contributions, 
had their fears, which wb difpelled by telling 
them we only aiked milk, and new laid eggs. 
They haflened to fupply our wants, and re* 
conduced us to the boat, where, notwith- 
ftgnding, their friendfliip, we kept fentinel aU 
night, each mounting guard in his turn; no* 
thing happened however to trouble our rc- 
pofe. 

February i6th. 
After ileeping fome hours, wrapped ia my 
cloak, after the Arabian manner, the noife 
of the departing watermen awakenedj me. 
The fun rofe, and, the dew having fallen 
plentifully, there was a pure and clear iky. 
Looking toward the wood, where we had 
walked over night, I faw flocks of birds, 
white as fnow, perched on the tops of the 
trees, which the Arabs name oxkeeper^ be- 
eaufe they always accompany thefe animals. 

They 
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Thty are the 620 of a pheafant, with red 
fect» and black beaks ; their filver plumage 
forcMdan agreeable contraft with the dark 
greeti of the date tree. Thoufands of doves 
flew from one cl after of trees to another^ and^ 
by their cooing, celebrated the birth of day; 
while flocks of pigeons left their houfes on 
the river banks; thefe tamie bifds, never 
hunted, never terrified by noify gun-pow« 
der, are without fear, and do not avoid man. 

Our aachor weighed, we coafted the left 
'fide of the river, aided by the curren^ and the 
oar; for the wind continued contrary, and 
pafied near Cafi' (u) Faraounia, fituated at 
the beginning of a large canal, which, 
t)bliquely traverfing the Delta, falls into the 
Ro&tta branch. On the right of the Nile 
we perceived various hamlets, loft in the 
iliftant horisson, often pafled numerous iilands, 
of which the river is full, and foon faw the 
fmall fort of Tant, furrounded by a fmall 
«anal. 

An hour after quitting it we came before 
the village Dag^ua, the retreat of robbers, 
wherd the elbowing Nile feema willing to 

(u) Cafr (ignifies village. 

T 4 detain 
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'detain travellers. From this winding there 
is a canal cut^ as large as the Saone, which 
/uns into the canal of Faraounia before it 
pafles Menouf, the capital of the firft pro- 
vince, of the Delta. It is navigable from 
^Auguft to December, for large boats, artd. I 
ihave rowed entirely up it fr9m Nadir, on the 
jlofetta blanch^ : to that of Damietta. It runs 
/rom northeaft to fouthwefl:,-norcan any thing 
be ojorc chearful or rich, than its banks, which 
jTcem a tcrfeftriai paradise. This large canal 
•fiipplics others, v^hich I (hall defcribc on the 
ji>ap. One of them running to the lake of 
Bourlos, pafles the ' to wn\ of Tanta, where 
there is a confiderablc annual fair, to which 
the inhabitants of the Upper and Lower 
Egypt comei in crouds, to exchange theSr 
'iiative produds for India ftufis, Moka; cof*^ 
fee, and French cloths. Jt continues a week^ 
Defirc.of gain brings fomcof the Egyptians, 
.andJorve of pleafure many more. Ten thou^ 
land boats are upon the canal at this feafon^ 
all carrying abundance of proyifions, where 
are good cheer, mufic, and rejoicing. There 
^re xxcarly as many tents pitched on lhore,.to 
which the moft famous courtezans of Egypt 
fail not to come. They likewife go on boar4 

the 
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the boats^ where they difplay their talents 
for dancing, iinging, and gallantry. Many 
glafe lamps are nightly lighted, the repeti- 
tion of which reflects innumerable ftars in the 
waters. * The tents have the fame, fxj and 
this wonderfur illumination, for the extent 
of a league, produces, on the grafs and the 
cryftal ftream, charming clFedls. Thefe fairs, 
much frequented, are not uncommon. They 
are the remains of the -ancient pilgrimages 
of the Egyptians to Canopus, Sais, and Bu^ 
baftus. 

Joyfully quitting -Dagoua,^. we paffed va^ 
rious hamlets, and difcovered, on the rights 
the- village of Atrib, fy)^ where tficrt is 
nothing remarkable but -the .ijame, its huts 
being built over the ruins of the ancient 
Atribis. Amihianus Marcellinus affirms 
this was one of the mpft coniiderable cities 
in« Egypt i if fo, it is ailohiihing that net 
one of its monuments remain. . A large 
canal runs a little below Atrib, toward the 
eaftern part of lake Menzala i another, be- 

(^J Herodotus, tells us that at the feafts of Ifis, in the 
•city of Bufiris, of Diana at Bubaftus, and in other cities 
of Egypt, there were Jike illuminations. Euterpe, lib. i^ 

0^ D • An vijlc places this town and .oanal too low. , 

ginning 
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ginning ne$r the angle of the pdta (z), 
fell into it there, and tbey, together* 
formed the Pelufioc branch. Following its 
ccarfe» we conie to PbacuA, .where the 
canal began, which communicated with the 
Red $ea, and pa0ed the great city of Bubafi- 
tuj, where Diana was worfljiped, and i» 
whofe honour a magnificent temple wai 
there ere^ed. This woribip is defcribed 
by HerodotQS in a piAurefque manaer. I 
will cite the paffage, as it will fcrvc %9 
prove how little the manners of the Egyp- 
tians have changed, fince that excellent hifto- 

rian. ' 

•. " The people comt in crouds from all 
<• porU of Egypt to the feaft of Piaqa, at 
«• Bubaftus; multitudes of boats row to- 
«* wards the city, in each of which fewflic 
•• fingers are aooompanied by cymbals, and 
«« the tambour de bafque : ftien play on the 
'* flute, others fing, and beat time with 
»♦ their hands. They flop oppofite all the 

fxj Herodotus, and PomponittS Mela, pofitivcly (ay 
the Nile was triple below the town of Cercaforum, the 
fcite erf" which I have indicated, becaufe it dijrided into 
three branches. The moft eaftcrn, that of Buhafiua, 
or Prfufium, is not navigable j the two others fti)l.gre* 

" towns 
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«' towns they pais^ and the mufic ftrikes up. 
*♦ Women (a)^ abandoning themfelves to 
•* cxccffive mirth, intice, by the moft un- 
<< guarded expreffions, all they meet; fing 
'^ licentious airs, and perform lafcivious 
'* dances. Being come to Bubaftus^ the 
'^ people offer up innumerable facrifices^ du- 
'' ring the feftival, and drink more wine 
'' in one day than in all the year befide. 
f* Ab6ve feven hundred thoufand people 
« affemble here." 

The Egyptians, fince Herodotus, have 
been governed by various nations, and, at 
length, are funk deep in ignorance and fla* 
very, but their true charader has undergone 
.no change. The frantic ceremonies the Pa« 
gao religion authorized are now renewed 
around the (epulchres of Santons (b)y before 
the churches of the Copts (c)^ and in the 
fairs I mentioned* Their love of pilgrimages 

(a) Thcfc, no doubt, arc the Almai, which were not 
then more decent than now. 

(I) On certain days the Mahometans vifit the fepul- 
chxes of perfons they bold to be faints, and keep their 
feftivals with mirth, banqaetting^ and li^entiouf« 
nefs. 

(c) Much the fame do the Copts celebrate the 
fttftival of Saint Gamana, in the Lower Egypt. 

ftiU 



«84 LETTERS 

ftill fubfiRs ; their mufic and dances are thQ 
fame; and^ though fhackled by mahometa« 
nifm, their native humours preponderate, 
and the predilections of their forefathers re- 
tain their afcendency t £o true is it that old 
habits, fpringing. from the climate, predomi** 
xiate over laws ; like a torrent down a decli- 
vity, the courfe of which a legiflatur^ can« 
not ftop, but may turn fo as not only to pre- 
vent its ravages, biit, to. render it ufeful/ Let 
us continue our voyage. 

Below Atrib the villages are (b near each 
other that the banks of the Nile feem a con« 
tinued town, interrupted only by gardens, 
and aromatic groves. Contemplating the \\i^ 
cid iky, the variegated: trees, the numerous 
herds, and the ever .ipringing wealth cf an 
inexhauftible foil, we fay» let ua not wonder 
the Egyptians have produced the moft mar- 
vellous works in the world; they poffeffed 
knowledge, the fined: of climates, and a coun- 
try which aflcs nothing from man but tQ 
fcatter feed over its furface. Tyranny and 
barbarifm have fpread defolation here; yet, 
what might not a people, friends of the arts 
and fciences, ftill undertake ; what treafures 
might thcvrijot gain frpm^ comnicrce and agri-*. 

culture. 
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ftulture^. or what advantages not remdcrfci- 
enceand hHlory^ by the interpretation of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphics ! Excufe thefe reflec- 
tions, thefe hopes of a traveller, who beholds- 
the mifery and the wealth of a country fo beau*, 
teous. Afterfour hours pafling iflands and ham- 
lets, I landed at Mit rhamr, and walked over 
this populous trading town, where there is 
nothing remarkable, nothing that befpeaks an- 
tiquity. The Bazards are narrow and ob« 
icurof the ftreets crooked and dirty. There 
is a mofque,. with a fquare tower, which I 
fuppofc to have been a church before the 
conqueft of the Arabs, for there is not fuch a 
N minaret in all Egypt ; they being round, 
fmall and high. 

OppofiteMit rhamr is Zephta, which, croC* 
fing the river, wc vifited, and wliich, like 
the firft, was not worth our trouble. The 
walls of the houfes are fome mud, others 
brick ; many of them are ruinous with no- 
body to repair thehi. The ^inhabitants ap- 
pear miferable, and it is vifible that not for 
them is the fatnefs of the furrounding lands. 
The fun rofe, and we, continuing our route, 
faw villages in the fame abundance; piuchmore 
fo on this branch than on that of Rofetta; which 

we 
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we tnuft attribute to the deftraftion of icveral 
cities, formerly, in the eaftem part of dio 
Delta. As they became defolate, the repairiog 
of the canals was neglcded, the lands uncul-^ 
tivated, and the people coming nearer the 
river, have there fixed their habitations. How^ 
many barren fields would a good government 
give back to agriculture I I'he wind contra- 
ry, the rowers fatigued, and night approach- 
ing, we caft anchor between an iiland and 
Mit Demfis, a place not too fafe, but we 
determined to keep good watch. 

Feb. 17th. 

While we quietly flcpt, two fwimmcrs, 
under favour of darknefs, approached the boat, 
toward midnight. Our fentinel, the janiiTary, 
perceiving them, by ftar light, gave the alarm, 
and fired his mufket. They difappeared, and, 
the noife waking us, we ran to arms ; but he 
calmed our fears by informing us of the truth. 
So adroit are thefe thieves that, finding the 
pafiengers afleep, they fwim away with a part 
of their e£Pe<3:s, and even with large packets : 
if furprifed, they dive, and elude purfuit. 
This alarm kept us awake all night, and to 
charm away drowfinefs, Mahomet Ailalama 

recounted 
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Fccouhted tfie battles of Ali Bey, which were 
enlivened by large cap$ of Moca cofite^ occa« 
fionally emptied by us, and drank here at all 
hours* The Turks think it braces, and hold 
it neceflary in a country where, relaxed by 
beat, the ftomach fcarcely can perform its 
functions i for this reafon they call it Ca^ 
bouai (djf fignifying ftrength. Be this as it 
may, the Egyptians commonly drtnk three 
cups a day, and often much more, without 
any of the terrible effedts European phyfi-«< 
cians have attributed to coffee. 

Slow coming d ay at length appeared, and 
the riiing fun was more pale than uAia^, which 
betokened a fouth wind, and which foon 
rifingt we fet fail. As we pafled, we per-* 
ceived a canal, beginning below Mit Dcmfis^ 
and taking its courfe towards the lake Men- 
zala. The wind fre(hening, our bark, fwift* 
ly, cut the waves, and we prefently came ta 
the Village of Boufir (e)^ on the wedern bank 

of 

(d) The Arabs call it Bwn^ whetv in grain, and Cabtu* 
ai when ground. From Cahouai the EvaopaLMhav^ 
formed the word coSee* 

Oj Abulfeda enumerates four cities To turned In 
Upper, and one in Lower £gypt, which it that I fpeak, 
Wy called, to diftinguiih it, Boujr Bana^ 

Herodotus, 
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of the Nile, two leagues from Semeiinoud, per^ 
fe^y according in iituation with that which 
Herodotus and Strabo give to the ancient city 
* of Bufiris the capital of a Nomos ; prodigious 
multitudes of people were drawn hither hj 
the {lately temple, confccrated to Ifis, the 
Grecian Ceres, this being one of the moft fre- 
quented pilgrimages of Egypt: Not a veftige 
of ancient fplendour can be feen atBoufir; 
ftanding befide the river, no doubt, the pre-* 
cious marbles of the temple have been carried 
off; and it may be, alfo, that fome remains 
might be found under the huts that have iince 
been built there. 

A league below Boufir, we faw the moutli 
of a canal, which, joining. an. arm of that of 
Menouf, pafled near Mehallai, and flowed 
toward lakeBourlos ffj. A little farther I 

perceived 

Herodotus, lib. 2. and Strabo, lib. 17. place Bufiris 
above Sebennytus, now Semcnnoud, proceeding up the 
river, which is the prefent pofition of Boufir. 

Strabo, fpeaking of this place, afErms the fables told 
of the cruel Bufiris have no foundation whatever, that 
Egypt-never had a king fo called, and that malice had 
invented them in return for the inhofpitality of the 
Egyptians', who did not love ftrangers. Lib, 17. 

(f) So called by mariners, as it the cape which makes 
its headlai^d. •• . 
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perceived a fmall wood, where, in a former 
voyage, I had landed; and, as the fituation 
was charming, I was determined to dine 
there; accordingly we went on fhore. A 
•long row of willows of Babylon, ftrong and 
tail, extends along the river bank ; the flexible 
branches dip in the waters. Behind thefe are 
pomegranates, which, planted in quincunx, 
and forming a plcafant grove, is furroanded by 
a canal. From the Nile, at the far end, is a 
field, various in its produdlions, and termi- 
nated by huts, among which was the orange 
tree, in bloom. Seated beneath the willows 
upon the river bank, before us was an iflatid 
dividing its ftream, the verdant grafs of which 
attrafted the eye: on the oppofitc fhore, 
were the villages Salania, Mit Abulhari, and 
Gerah, feparatcd only by cluders of date and 
orange trees, and fome fields of pulfe and 
grain. On the right, Boufir might juft be 
perceived; and, on the left, the town of 
Semennoud, with its lofty minarets. I never 
beheld a more agreeable fituation. The 
verdure, flowers, foliage, villages, towns, 
waters, earth, and heavens, all gave pleafure 
to the fight. We dined in this delightful 
fpot, where I twice have flopped, and twice 
Vol. I. U have. 
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having felt that involuntary charoi, that pure 
and tranquil content, that expanfion of the 
foul, which the beauties of nature fo power- 
fully excite, by the grateful fuperabundance 
ihe (beds: happy he, who at fuch a moment 
iinds a fympathizing heart, to which he can 
communicate, and by the communication 
infpire, iimilar fenfations. Weft of this wood, 
a league and a half, is Mehalla el Kebira, 
capital of Garbia, the fecond province of the 
, Delta, and the refidence of a Bey, This 
town is called Kebira the Great, becaufe the 
Delta contains not any more confiderable» 
It has a manufaftory of cloth, and fal-ammo- 
niac, and a great trade; the furrounding 
rivers ferving to tranfport its merchandize 
over all Egypt, The country round contains 
numerous villages, herds, and the produdions 
of land ever fertile, Mehalla has replaced 
the cities of Sebennytus and Buiiris, but not 
their magnificence : it contains no remark- 
able edifice. 

While we tranquilly were featcd on the 
river bank, a violent fouth-eaftwindrofe, blew 
a ftorm, and raifed clouds of fine and fcorch- 
ing duft, which obfcured the heavens, and 
fpread a gloomy palcnefs over the face of 

nature. 



O N E G Y P t. 29r 

nature. This veil of darfcnefs^ through which 
the fun appeared like blood, continued about 
two hours. When fuch like whirlwinds fur- 
prize the traveller in the defert^ he foon is 
buried, if not flieltered by a tent, and, if the 
temped continues long, even this afylum 
becomes his grave ; the tent and himfelf both 
being entombed under a hill of fand. The 
wind fell, the fky cleared^ and, gaining out 
boat, we proceeded to Semennoud. 

This was the ancient Sebennytus, the capital 

of a Nomos ; it is a middle fized, populous^ 

trading place, where ba:^ards, well fupplied, 

afford various commodities, tolerably cheap. 

Except mofques, all the buildings are of 

brick ; nor could I difcover any antiquities^ 

Half a league north of Semennoud is the 

canal of Thebania, carried to the lak# 

Bourlos, near the ruins of Butis the Great i 

fg) which city had two temples, dedicated to 

Apollo and Diana, and was famous alfo for the 

oracle of Latona, which all Egypt came to 

cronfult. The temple of this goddefs Was vaft 

and magnificent, and furrounded by a portico 

fifty feet high, refting on. marble columns ^ 

fgj Herodotus Euterp?; 

U 2 a rock 
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. a rock of granite, (b) its outward furface 
fixty feet fquare, formed a fanduary, hollowed 
in it by the mallet and chiflel; and aftone of 
equal furface, and fix feet thick, covered it en* 
tifcly. No modern travellers have viiited Butis, 
becaufe it would be exceedingly dangerous ; 
wherefore we cannot affirm the defcription of 
Herodotus to be txzGt : however, having ieen 
the column of Alexandria, and other monu- 
ments, notlefs furprizing, we are led to believe 
this hiftorian, who had been on the ipot, has 
not impofed upon pofterity. 

A league and a half from Semennoud, near 
the canal of Thebania, is a large mount, 
covered with ruins, called byPococke, and 
father Sicard, Bha Beit^ houfe of beauty ; the 
Turks in my company named it Ba/ar B<ity 
houfe of flone ; be this as it may, tbefe are 
the ruins of a grand temple, wholly of 
marble ; the walls, ten feet thick at the bot- 
tom, were of red fpotted granite, found in 

(h) This enormous rock, two hundred and forty 
feet in circumference, was brought from a quarry in the 
ifle of Phils, near the catara£ls, on rafts, for the fpace 
of two hundred leagues, to its deftined place, and, with- 
out contradidion, was the heavieft weight ever moved by 
human power. 

the 
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die quarries of Syene, and which bears a 
pcrfcdt polifh. The columns^ four feet in 
diameter, had the head of liis for their capi-» 
tals. Among thefe remains are fragments of 
the fine marble ftataes which embellifhed this 
ftately edifice. The ftones are full of hiero« 
glyphics, among which are men with pointed 
bonnets, yapthful women^ birds, and various 
animals, all admirably fcu]ptured, excellent 
in their attitudes/ and more pure in their tafte, 
and perfeft, than any other of the Egyptian 
iculpture. Thefe fine ruins are abandoned 
to the Turks, who daily come and carry off 
blocks of marble, orfaw columns ih pieces to 
make mill-ftones. 

Pocockc and father Sicard agree in faying 

this temple was built by Bufiris, in honour of 

Ifis ; but its fcite does not correfpond with 

that attributed by Herodotus and Strabo to 

this city, which, as I have faid, flood two 

leagues above Semennoud, where the village 

of Bdufir now (lands. I rather think, with 

D'Anville, the edifice in queftion was in the 

city of Ifis itfelf, which Pliny and Stephen of 

Byfantium placed towards the bottom of the 

Delta. Were Eg3rpt not fubjcdl to barba-r 

rians^ might it be fearched, many doubts 

U 3 would 
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would be removed, which obfcure the ancient 
hiftory of. the . country. After every poffible 
stfliftance, there are points on which we only 
can approach, hut never dare flatter ourfelves 
V^ith having attained, the truth. 

Returning from our walks toward evening, 
^ahanoet AfTalamai, to whom fitting and 
{tnoaking was a pleaAire .a thoufand times 
fuperior to all the moft^ wondrous ruins of 
the world, invited snc /into a cofFee-houfc 
where he beard mufic^ and I went the more 
lyillingly becaufe, fpeaking Arabic, I might 
pafs for a Turk. Being armed, well dreflfed, 
^nd in military habits, we were taken for 
officers of the Janiflkries, and the tradefpeople 
qf Semcnnoud riiing, ceded the place of 
honour. They fquatted on matted feats, we 
fat on a raifed fofa, where the mafler of the 
houfe prcfented us himfelf with moka, and 
lighted our pipes. A dancing girl, who 
^mufed the company, immediately came to 
us, and, according to cuftom, aflumed the 
mofl Voluptuous gedures and lafcivious atti- 
tudes, keeping tinqe to cymbals, and a tarn* 
hour de bafque, and receiving applaufe in 
proportion as her poflurcs were fignificant 
and ipdepenti and (he was careful to oblige 

her 
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her company. The dance ended, fcating 
berfclf by us, (he fang moals in praifc of the 
muffulmen, and afterwards chearful airs. 
This courtezan cailed herfelf Bedaoui; was 
fourteen^ and of an exquifite form, which was 
not concealed by her light filk drefs, negli- 
gently tied with a long fafli. Her perfumed 
ebony locks defcended in treffes to her heels ; 
a veil, gracefully raifed, covered her fhoul- 
ders ; her eyes were black and fine ; her fkin 
lefs brown than common ; her mouth and 
fmiie charming ; but« in my opinion^ £he was 
disfigured by two blue fpots (he had made in 
her cheeks with gunpowder, and a ring hang- 
ing from one of her noftrils. She had come 
from Cairo to feek her fortune, and, (inding 
us generous, o£fered to accompany us during 
our voyage, which we civilly declined, anil 
returned to fleep in our boat. 

February jg. 

Taking good care to lay in provifions at Sc- 
mennoud, where are excellentpigeons, poultry, 
and fine flavoured fre(h butter, we departed at 
day- break, and hoifted fail. The wind almoft 
^aft, we hoifted fail, and in two hours faw the 
U 4 minarets 
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minarets of Manfoura^ 'whither we foon came^ 
and, being curious to examine a city fo 
famous for the misfortunes of Louis IX. and 
his fortitude^ I landed. It is tolerably large, 
but unfortified ; the ftreets narrow, and the 
houfes of brickj as is ufual in the Delta. One 
part is half in ruins i and here, no doubt, it 
was that the brave Joinville, who had pene* 
tratcd thus far, fo long defended himfelf 
againfl; the Egyptians, and efcaped, covered 
with wounds. Here the Duke of firitanny 
loft an eye : but I (hall referve thefe anec* 
dotes for the (hort narrative I have pronrufed. 
Manfoura is a modem town, the origia of 
which Abulfeda thus gives : (ij ^' King 
^< Kamel, (i) fonofEl AdeU founded Man* 
*< foura, where the Nile divides ; one branch 
<^ running to Damietta, the other to Ach« 

Ci) <^ .Qua el Manfoura benaha cl melec, el kamel ebn 
<< el adel, and mafterek el Nil ila doumiat, oua acbmoun 
^^ benaha fi ouegg el adou lamina baferou doumiat," 

The above pafiage proves the learned Pococke was mif- 
taken in fuppofing this city the Tanis, or Zoan, of 
Scripture. 

(k) The feventh of the Ayaubite kingsj he died at Da- 
mafcus, in the year 635 of the (iegyra. 

** moun. 
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^' jDoan^ fl) as a bulwark againft the enemy, 
** who then befieged Damietta/' fmj 

The Chriftians of Syria, fettled at Man«* 
ibura, /"//^ are the chief traders, and the prin- 
cipal articles are the fine rice growing round 
the lake, and fal-ammoniac. Here are vaft 
chickem-ovens ; and, as Egypt is the only 
country where this mode of hatching is prac« 
tifed, I will defcribe it. 

Imagine a building of two ftories, one 
under ground, and the other but little above, 
equally divided^ length-ways, by a narrow 
gallery 3 on the right and left are fmall cells, 
where the eggs are put; the upper- ftory is 
vaulted with an ox-eye aperture at the top, 
and a fmaller one on the floor, by which heat 
is communicated below ; both have a fmall 
window carefully clofed, and only one low 
door for the whole building. The eggs are 

(I) Achmoun was built by the Arabs, near^the laire 
Menzala, and fometimes called by them Achmoun Tani% 
it having replaced the ancient city qf Tanis, the ruins of 
which are fecn in an ^fle of the lake. Achmoun was 
founded in the reign of Elmetouakkel. Ehnacln* 

(m) King Kamel built Manioura, while the crufadert 
laid /lege to Damietta," thirty-one years prior to the 
expedition of Louis IX. Macrizi. 

(n) Manfottia, ifi Arabic, figaifies the ?i6{orIous. 

arranged 
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arranged in heaps in the lower fiory, and a 
fire of fun-dried cow-dung kindled in the 
' upper, . morning and night, an hour each« 
This is repeated for eight days, and the build- 
ing, being fufficiently heated, the fire is 
put out, every aperture clofed, and a part of 
the eggs heaped up below are carried above. 
The fuperintendant occafionally examines if 
it be neceifary to increafe or diminifh the 
heat. On the nineteenth day the chickens 
begin to move in their fhells, nibble with 
their beaks on the twentieth, endeavouring 
to break their prifon, and are ufually com- 
pletely hatched on the twenty-firft : then do 
thefe heaps of eggs, apparently, lifelefs, begin 
to move, and roil about the floorj and thou* 
fands of little various coloured chickens to 
run and hop round the apartment. This 
fight is truly diverting. . They are carried in 
panniers, and cried about the flreets on the 
incrrrow, each houfe flocking itfelf at a 
half-pcnn^ apiece. Various authors have 
iaid thefe fowls. are npt fo good as thofc 
hatched by the. hen,, but they are midaken. 
A French cook I faw at Grand Cairo bought 
them dVery year, and when well fed they * 
becan^e excellent poultrjf. People h?re f^y 
., the 
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die villagers of Bermai only know the fc- 
cret of this mode of incubation^ but this I 
cannot certify. 

Having examined Manfoura, we went to 
fee the canal, which, north of the town, 
is wide, deep, and runs to the lake Men- 
zala, below Achmoun ; the pafling of it 
was fatal to the French army, and its 
blood*flained waters waihed away the dead« 
Our curiofity fatisfied, we fct fail towards 
evening. The Nile near Manfoura takes 
another, and a north -eaft, diredlion. The 
country on each fide is equally fertile, but 
the villages lefs frequent. We paflcd Diaft, 
about duik, which place is nearly a day's 
journey from Saint Gemiana, where the Copts 
go on pilgrimage, and at which time the 
neighbouring plain is covered with tents. 
Chriftians and Mahometans promifcuoufly 
feaft for a week, have horfe races, wine and 
good cheer ; and, dancing girls coming ia 
Crouds, Bacchus and Venus are not banifbed 
the feftival. 

Night came on ; but darknefs, neither thick 
nor impenetrable, here, is rather a tranfpa- 
rent veil, half concealing objeds, through 

which 
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. which the azorc fercne flcy h feen, and all 
the (hining hoft of heaven. The ftars fcem 
brighter^ and larger, than in cpoler cliaiates» 
and night, in Egypt^ has a thoufand charms 
wbiph are rarely felt in Europe. Never is 
her mild face obfcured by utter darknefs, 
never her tranquillity difturbed by teiApefto-* 
ous winds, nor do defccnding torrents ever 
produce a teniporary chaos. When the furi 
fets, the wind ufually falls; nature be- 
comes perfeftly calm, and contemplative 
man may then, untroubled, undifturbed, 
ftudy himfelf and his faculties, Aftronomy^ 
whofe refidence is in the heavens, viewing 
the fplcndid firmament, may follow the 
courfe of the ftars through the immenfity 
of fpace. 

While failing with the ftream, wander- 
ing lights informed us of the approach of 
boats, going upwards. There was one, 
that, paffing, ran foul of us, by which 
we were near being funk. We immediately 
made for fliore to examine if there was no. 
leak, where we refolved to pafs the night. 
This accident happened near the fmall vU-. 
lage of Saoualim, and this was the fecond, 

time 
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time that place bad almofl; proved fatal to 
me, as I will fliew, for the inftrudtion of 
thofe whom curioiity may bring to Egypt. 

The year before^ I failed from Cairo^ with 
a French officer, who was going to embark, 
at Damietta, for India, by the way of Baf- 
fora: we had only one fervant, and three 
mariners ; and this officer, during the voy- 
age, opened and counted a box of fequins* 
This, as I told him, was putting our lives 
in danger, but he difregarded me. The iailors> 
feeing the gold, confpired to have us mur- 
dered, which they could not execute the two 
firfl nights, we being on our guard. A 
contrary wind forcing us to lie«to, on the 
third, one of them went to a neighbouring 
hamlet, and, an hour after, returning, laid 
down to reft with the others. The fatigue of 
heat, and long watching, overcame us, and 
I had ilept foundly about an hour when I 
felt as if fuddenly fhaked, and was perfedly 
awake, without knowing how. The CDf^^n 
fhone bright, and the firll objed I beheld 
was a man, with one foot in the boat, and 
an uplifted poniard. I ran to my double 
barrelled mufket, and, clapping it to his 
brcaft, cried, ia Arabic, he was dead if he 

did 
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did not retire. The fellow ftood motion^ 
lefs, with furprize; and I, inftantly, pcr-^i 
ceivcd, a few paces further, three others, 
armed with fabres, and piilols; I watched 
their motions, and determined to fire on the 
firft who offered the lead threat; but durft 
not turn my head to wake my companion^ 
left they (hould attack me. Him whom I 
held in play having drawn back, I awakened 
the officer, who armed himfelf, and while 
the thieves held council, two paces from 
us, I let flip the boat, and we pafled to 
the other fide of the river. During this 
whole fceiie, the boatmen and fcrvant feign- 
ed to be in a dead fleep, nor could my 
calling awaken them ; blows were neceflary 
for that. When I came to Damietta, I per- 
ceived the rafcals had ftolen feveral of my 
effects, but the fear of the baftinado com- 
pelled rcftoration. Efcaped this danger, X 
returned thanks to Providence, who per- 
mitted me to awake fo feafonably; two- 
minutes more would have been too late. 

The remembrance of the paft made us 
watch all night; but the precaution was 
needlefs : wc remained undifturbed. Ouf 

boat. 
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boat, having been only flightly damaged, 
above water, we departed, betimes, pafled 
Farefcour, and, two hours after, difcovercd 
the charming town of Damietta, forming a 
vaft crefcent on the eaftern fhore of the Nile. 
Numerous boats and fmall vefTels were at 
anchor there, and we proceeded to the cuf- 
tom-houfe. 

' I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Hijlory of Damiettay ancient and modern ; 
when founded: their f cite: travellers re^ 
futed who have all confounded or mi/placed 
them in their maps and narratives. Mo^ 
dern Damiettai its extent 9 trade, baths, 
inhabitants^ and charming environs, bowers, 
and orange groves ; nvitb an account of the 
lotus, papyrus 9 and the fine rice, fent from 
Damietta to Syria, the Archipelago, and 
Marfeilles. 

To M. L. M* 

Grand Cairo. 



M. 



.OST writers have confounded the an* 
cient with the modern Damietta ; lb obfcure. 
Sir, is its hiftory; and the repetition of 
their errors has thrown great darknefs and 
uncertainty over this important point of 
Egyptian geography, to difpel which it is 
neceffary to begin with the famous Damietta, 
fo often attacked by European princes. A 
knowledge of places, dates, and fadts, pre- 
fentcd under their true light, will give you 

clear 
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clear and diftina ideas. " Damietta/' fays 
Abulfeda, (0) «* was a walled town, at the 
** eaftern mouth of the Nile." (p) This 
perfedlly accords with hiftory : let us there- 
fore fearch for the origin of the pkce. Ste- 
phen of Byfantium informs us it was called 
Thamiatis, under the government of the 
Lower Empire, but was, then, inconfi- 
derable. It daily increafed in proportion as 
Pelufium, frequently facked, declined ; and 
the entire ruin of that ancient city removed 
commerce to the eaft of the Delta. The Em- 
perors of Conftantinople, a fecond time, feized 
on Damietta, then unfortified, about the year 
238 of the Hegyra. But the importance of a 
maritime town, fo favourably fituated, was 
it length feen ; and fix years after, the Caliph 
Elmetouakkel (q) furrounded it with flrong 

walls; 

(0) Oua doumiat cadet mcdiria mcfaoura ala el bahr 
and mefaab el Nil el fliarki. Defcription of Egvpt. 

(p) Called the eaftern mouth, by the Arabian geogra- 
pher, becaufe, Pelufium having been often facked, and 
at laft deftroyed, by the Crufaders, the canals that ran to 
It became unfrequented, and the branch of Damietta 
the moft eaftern. 

(q) Great works Were performed in Egypt during 
his reign, fudh' as finiftiidg the- walls of Alexandria, 

VoLr L X Damietta, 



306 LETTERS 

walls ; which, however, did not impede the| 
valiant Roger, king of Sicily, from taking 
it, in the year 550 of the Hejgyra. Salah 
Eddin, who began to reign over Egypt about 
this time, did not let him long enjoy his 
conqueft, but drove the Europeans from 
Damietta, who, fifteen years after, returned 
again to befiege it. Their efforts were incf- 
fedual, for, though their land army was 
fuflained by a fleet of twelve hundred vef- 
fels (r)^ the Sultan forced them to retire 
with (hame. 

This place was fated to be continually 
bcficgcd. Again the crufaders attacked it, 
with powerful forces, under the reign of El 
Addel, in the year 6 1 5 of the Hegy ra. They 
landed on the weftern fliore of the Nile, and 
fecured their camp by a foffe, and a pallifade. 
The mouth of the river was defended by two 

Damietta, founding Achmoun, Rofetta, Catayah, &c» 
all executed by order of Ebn Toulon, one of the moft 
famous governors of this country, and who, ambitious 
and^thirfting to become independent, wiA^cd to poffefs 
fortifijbd places, in which he might brave the power of 
the Caliphs. Thefc having obtained, he reared the 
ftandard of rebellion, declared himfelf king of Egypt, 
and defended it againft the whole force of Afia. 
(rj Macrizi Hiftory of the Dynafties of Egypt. 

towers, 
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towers^ well garrifoned ; and a chain of ironj 
ftretched acrofs^ prevented the entrance of 
veilels. The crufadcrs took the tower, next 
their camp, broke the chain, and gave a pafTage 
to their fleet, Nejem Eddin (s) the fon of 
the Sultan, encamped near Damietta, covered 
it with an army, and, to flop the enemy's 
vefTels, threw a bridge over the Nile, which 
they deftroyed ; he, then, funk feveral large 
barks, and rendered the pailage almofl: im- 
pradticable. After many turns of fortune^ 
bloody battles, and a iiege of feventeen 
months, the chriftian princes took Damietta, 
by aflault^ but did not long enjoy the fruit of 
all the blood they had fpilt, and an armament 
which had coft fums fo immenfe. Surrounded, 
near the canal (t) of Achmoun, by the waters 
of the Nile, and the Egyptian army, they 
bought their lives and liberty by rcftoring 
their conqueft. 

Thirty-one years after their defeat, Louia 

(s) This valiant prince, then very young, made his 
firft campaigns againft the Europeans, gained feveral 
▼idories, afterward, over the rebels of Syria, and diedi^ 
at Manfoura, fome time after Louis IX. took Damietta, 

(t) A quarter of a league north of Manfoura,, where 
ended the exploits of Louis IX* 

X2 IX. took 
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IX. took Damietta, without ftriking a blow* 
The daring valour of a king who threw him- 
felf armed into the water to march againil an 
enemy entrenched on fhore, and the impetuo* 
fity with which he attacked them, fpread terror 
through their army, which, flying, cowardly 
abandoneda fortrefs amply flored and capable 
pf long refiftance. The Arabs, foon after, re- 
covered it, as I fliall fhow in the hiftory of the 
defcent of Louis IX. but, weary of defending 
a place, which brought upon them the moO: 
warlike nations of Europe, they wholly erafed 
and re-built it, higher up the country, as 
Abulfeda and all the oriental writers atteft. 
I will cite their moft important paflages* 

^[ Damietta being deftroyed, they built a 
" town at fome diftance, and called it Men- 
** fbia, which is become a confiderable place, 
'* where now, (a hundred years after it was 
*' founded) are fquares, hazards, and public 
" baths. The ancient city was deftroyed 
*' in the year 648 of the Hegyra ; fuj the 
" woes it had brought on Muffulmen, and 
5* the wars it had excited, reduced them to 
-•* this ncceflity ; this fortrefs, feeming to in- 
*' vite the arms of the Franks who came to 

(uj Other Arabian writers place it four years back. 

** befiege 
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** befiegc it in turns. Elmetouakkel, an Abaf- 
** fide Caliph, had walled it round/' 

Macrizi, confirming the opinion of Abul- 
feda, removes all doubt. I will tranfcribe the 
pafi&ge, as tranflated by the learned Car- 
donhe,.for a fa<5t disfigured by the errors of 
fo many travellers requires full demon ftration.' 

" Two years after the departure of Louis 
** IX. under the reign of Moaz Eddin Aybeh, 
** the Turcoman,, firft Sultan of the dynafty of 
** the Baharitc Mamluks, a report being 
** fprcad that the French threatened Egypt, 
•* a, fccond time, it was refolved to deftroy 
** Damietta, and the place was razed^ fo that 
'* not a vcftige remained, except the grand 
" mofquc. (x") Nor was this thought fuffi- 

\ ** cient J 

(x) A grand mofque is fiill feen at the village of 
£ft)a, eaft of the Nile, a ihort league from the fea, whi- 
ther I have been ten times, carefully examined the envi- 
rons, and faw the foundations of the walls of ancient 
Damietta. There was alfo an arch of brick^ of old con- 
Stru&iojij which might be one end of a bridge, an antique 
tower, half demolilhed, where were tWo cannons with, 
out carriagea, and ruins, which make its fituation in- 
dubitable. The diAance of £fba from the fea is what the 
Delta has lengthened in the fpace of 600 years ; this ha^ 
obliged the Mamluks to raiie two fmall fprts beyond the 
village, to defend the paflage of the river. That on the 
kft-fliore is already half a league inland ; the other, more 
modern^ will foon be the fame ^ for th^ ihor^ oii which 

X 3 it 
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** cient ; for, eleven years after, under the 
<« reign of Bibar Elbondouk Dari, they fo 
«^ flopped up the mouth of the Nile (y) that 
^< the enemy's fleets could not enter ; fince 
*^ when the paflfage is fo obftruded that fhips 
«< are obliged to anchor in the road. The 
^^ prefent Damietta was built after the for- 
^^ mer was deftroyed, and (lands on the fame 
*• fide, higher up the river.*'— -It is in reality 
a league and a half above the village of Eiba, 
where traces of the firft Damietta are ieep. 
The modern, Abulfeda tells us, was called 
Menfhia, and it ftill contains a iquare, fo 
named, in memory of its origin. Moil writers 
have confounded the two cities, attributing 
to the one what appertained to the ^ other. 
The note (z) will (hew what great authoritiei 
have obfcured this part of hiftory and geo* 

graphy. 

it is built runs three leagues into the fea, and, being 
now almoft as high as the water, in lefs than a century 
will form a cape 

(j) By thefe means a fearful bar has rifen, named 
Bogas, not lefs dangerous than that of Rofetta, and im- 
paflable by boats during feveral months of the year. 
Shipwrecks are frequent here } I have four times pafled 
it, but not without peril. 

(z) Father Sicard fays, ** The lake Mcnzala began 
^* half a league* from Damietta, formerly Thamiatis.** 
Let. Ed. p. 340.-— The Damietta he means is not the 
atvciejit Thamiatis 

Pococke, 
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'graphy. I paflcd fourteen months at the 
modern Damietta, which I will defcribe. 
Larger and not lefs agreeable than Rofetta^ 

Pococke, having fpoken of modern Damietta, adds, 
** At the north end of Damietta, there is a very fine large 
^* round tower, iiuilt of hewn ftone, which might be the 
'^ work of the Mamluks, after they recovered Damietta 
*< from the Chriftians/' — The learned Engliihman coxj- 
. founds the city the Egyptians deftroyed with the prefent. 

Profper Alpinus falls into a much greater error ia 
fuppofing Damifttta the ancient Pelufium. Damietta 
is two and twenty leagues from the ruins of Pelufium. 

Maillet has committed the fame fault. *< The city of 
f^ Damietta correfponds to the ancient Pelufium^ which 
** projcSed into the feahalf a league;'' 

Dif.tEgjfU^t. 127. 

Do£lor Shaw copying Maillet has adopted his error. 

Niebuhr, who has given an excellent plan of Dami- 
etta, alfo, confounds it with the ancient, as the following 
paflage ihews. ^* I find not the leaft trace of the walls 
*^ of Damietta, but the place where it is pretended the 
<^ Nile was barred, by a chain, feems vifible. For, on. 
** the northern part, within the city, is an old high 
^^ tower; the river, there, is little more than a hun- 
'<< dred feet wide [he is greatly deceived] and, on the 
^« oppofite Ihorc, is a like tower, the upper part" of 
f« which is now demoliflied/* Travelf in Arabia^ Vol. L 

Thefe towers, which made him take tfie modern for 
the ancient Damietta, were built by the Mamiuks, to 
defend the new city. Finding them ufelefs, they have 
demolifhed one, and employed the materials in oonftru^l^ 
ing a fmall fort, at the mouth of the riven 

X4 it 
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it forms a fcmicircle, on the eaflern ihorc 
of the Nile, two leagues and a half from 
its mouth. Standing at one end of this 
crefcent, the eye furveys it in its whole 
extent. It contains about eighty thoufand 
inhabitants, has feveral fquares, one of which 
is called Menfhia : Bazards, filled with, mer- 
chandize, okals^ or khans, as fpacious as 
thofe of Boulac, under the porticos of which 
are Indian fluffs, filks from Mount Lebanon, 
fal ammoniac, and quantities of rice, befpeak 
it a commercial place* The houfes, efpecially 
near the river, are very high ; mofl of them 
have pleafant faloons, built on the terraces, 
in which charming places, open to every 
wind, the Turk, indolently feated on his fofa, 
pafTes his life, in fmoaking, viewing the fea, 
bounded by the horizon, the grand lake lying 
on the other fide, and the Nile, which, run- 
ning between the two, traverfes a rich coun^ 
try. Various grand mpfques, with high 
minarets, ornament the city. The public baths 
faced with marble, are fimilar to thofe of 
Grand Cairo; the linen is clean, and the 
water very pure. The heat, and procefs, far 
from injuring, conduces to; and even re- 
cftablifhes, health, when ufed with moderation; 

this 
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this opinion, founded on experience, is general 
in Egypt ; and the oblcrvations of feveral 
years, and the aftonifliing efFcdls produced by 
the pra<5lice, have obliged me to thmk them 
very falutary. 

Multitudes of boats and fmall veffels incef- 
fantly fill the port of Daniietta. Some, named 
iherm, ferve to load and unload the {hips, 
that anchor in the road ; others are coaftuig 
pilot boats. There is a great trade between 
this qity and Syria, Cyprus, and Marfeilles. 
The rice mezelaoui^ the fincft of Egypt, is 
cultivated in ^the neighbouring plains, and 
its annual exportation amounts to between 
two and three hundred thoufand pounds. 
There are likewife cloths, fal ammoniac,; 
wheat, &c. Laws, ruinous to the country, 
prohibit the exportation of the latter; but 
they arc evaded, and it is pafled as rice. The 
chriftians of Aleppo and Damafcus, for many 
ages eftabliihed here, carry on the principal 
trade ,• they are fuflFered to grow rich by 
Turkiflb indolence, which contents itfelf with 
occafional extortions. Exportation of rice is 
forbidden; but, by arrangements advantageous 
to the receiver of the cuftoms, the people of 
Provence annually load feveral fhips. The 

bogaz 
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bogaz prevents them from entering the Nile, 
and their cargoes are brought by boats, which 
pradice is prodadive of innumerable vexations 
tnd abufes. The rice of the beft quality, which 
departs in the evening for the (hip, feldom 
arrives there, but an inferior fort is fubftituted 
during the night* The captains of Mar- 
feilles, aware of thefe tricks, but unable to 
prevent them, endeavour to repel fraud by 
fraud, and traffic becomes a kind of mutual 
robbery. The thing mod difadvantageous to 
the trade of Damietta is its defedive har- 
bour ; the road where veiTels lie being totally 
expofed, every gale that rifes^ the captains are 
obliged to flip their cables, and take refuge 
it Cyprus, or keep the open f^a. By cutting 
a canal of half a league only it would be eaQr 
to give fhips free entrance into the Nile, which 
is deep ; and this fmall expence would render 
Damietta a fine harbour : but defpotifin, 
infenfible to the good of nations, always 
marches towards deftruiftion, and has neither 
will nor power to create. How ftrange the 
fatality, by which the fineft country on earth 
is become the deftined prey of a few robbers, 
who fport with public utility and the lives of 
tMn! . 

The 
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The flip of land where Damietta is built^ 
(hut in on one fide by the river, and on the 
other by the lake Menzala, is only from two 
to fix miles wide eaft and weft. Rivulets 
interfed it in every diredion, and render it the 
moft fruitful part of Egypt. The rice in 
common yields eighty bufliels for one» and 
other products are in the fame proportion. 
Here nature, eminently and profufely dif^ 
playing her riches and her pomp> prefentfi 
the year round flowers, fruits, and harvefls ! 
She withers not in winter ; fhe fades not in 
fummer I She is neither fcorched nor frozen t 
The thermometer only varies from the ninth 
degree above freezing to the twenty-fourth j 
(a) which happy temperature Damietta owes 
im the vaft quantities of water by which it if 
furrounded. The thermometer rifcs twelve 
degrees higher at Grand Cairo. Verdure is 
no where fo frcfli as here; trees no where 
ib loaded with fruit. The banks among 
the rice fields bear . feveral fpecies of reeds, 
fome of which grow very higb^ among them 

(^ According to an cAtire year's obfertatioAs ^nt 
.only continued during the day, the oold is no# much 
greater at night ; for froft and fnow are here unknown. 
•^72^ authr always msaru Rtaumur's tbitmmiUr. 71 

It 
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is the calamus in abundance, with which the 
orientals write. Its fmall ftalk bears, long 
narrow leaves, gracefully pendent, and pliant 
branches, bedecked with white flowers. There 
have I feen the papyrus in quantities, the 
paper of the ancient Egyptians. This trian- 
gular rufli, eight or nine feet high, and an 
inch thick, bears a lanigerous tuft. Strabo 
calls it biblus, (b) and defcribes it fo as not 
to be miilaken. The lotus alfo, which the 
Arabs call by the primitive nanie of nuphar^ 
here raifes its proud ftalk above the waters^ 
expands its large calix of light azure^ or the 
pureft white, and appears the king of aquatic 
plants. The inland ponds and canals abound 

(h) The papyrus grows naturally in Lower Egypt j 
I have fecn it on the banks of lake Mareotis ; it is a 
rufh, with a naked ftalk ten feet high, bearing a woolly 
tuft. The publicans (receivers of the cufioms) who 
farm this branch of trade, only fuffer it .to grow in few 
places, that they may raife the price, and thus injure the 
public good. Strabo, lib. 17. 

The prefent fcarcity of the papyrus in Egypt is owing 
to this avidity of the publicans, and the care with which 
they deftroyed it. I have only feen it round Damietta 
and the lake Menzala ; and moft travellers, who have 
not been there, hav6 not mentioned it \ fome, Icfs cir- 
cumfpedl, have denied its exiftence, and propagated fables 
on rtcfu^jeft. . , . ,. . . 

with 
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with this (lately flower, which yields a moft 
agreeable odour. 

There arc many villages round Damietta ; 
xnoft of them have manufadtories, where the 
fineft Egyptian cloth is 'made, particularly 
napkins, much in requeft, at the ends of which 
arc filk-fringe : they are brought to table, 
efpecially on vifits of ceremony; the flave 
prefents one to wipe ' the mouth after drink- 
ing (herbet, (c) or eating confedtionary, ferved 
on a filver plate. Round thefe villages ufu- 
ally are fmall woods, where the trees, planted 
promifcuoufly, have an uncommon and pic- 
turefque efFeft. fiefide the fycamore and 
gloomy tamarind the elegant caffia grows, 
with cluftering yellow flowers, refembling . 
thofe of the cytifus; the top of the date, 
loaded with clufters, lords it above the bower ; 
and near its fhade the, citron and orange rife, 

(c) Sherbet comes from the Arabic word Jhorba^ which 
fignifies beverage. It is compofcd of lemon juice, fugar, 
and water, in which perfumed pafte is diflblved, made 
from the excellent fruits of Damafcus ; they ufually min* 
gle a little rofe* water. It is a moft agreeable beverage, 
the neflar of the orientals, and drank only by the great, 
or people in office, I was feveral times prefentcd with it 
on m/ vifits to the governor of Damietta, and drank it 
with pleafure* 

or 
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or over the pea&nt's cottage eittend their gol- 
den frait. The long leaved bantna, thefcarlet 
flowered pomegranate, and the fweet fruited 
fig, fcatter charming variety ; often ftraying 
among their meandering paths^ (haded on one 
fide by trees, and on the other by cloftering 
reeds, impervious to fight, I have unezpededly 
found myfelf on the banks of the great lake 
Menzala. Here a different profpeA roie: 
thouiands of boats were employed in fiihing, 
or fpreading nets, fi>r the innumerable birds 
which hither, come in iearch of abundant food, 
and a temperate climate.*— I wifh. Sir, to paint 
nature fuch as I have a thoufand times feen 
her round Damietta^ but I feel myfelf 
unequal to the tafk. Imagine all the delights 
that running brooks and fre(h verdure, all the 
odour that orange flowers, all that a mild 
fuavity, a balfamic air, and a moft enchant- 
ing horizon can impart, and you will then 
have but a feeble idea of the fmall flip of 
earth, included between this expanflve lake 
and the ever flowing Nile. 

A mile ibuth-wefl: of the town is an orange 
grove, to which the inhabitants rcfort, where 
the walks are made ftraight; and this is the 
only place where art has any way aided 

nature i 
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nature ; no where clfe are the trees planted irt 
rows: here I almoft 4aily went, efpecially 
during February, March, and April, when 
the orange is in flower. No words can 
expreis the pleafure of breathing the cool and 
perfumed air of thefe delightful (hades. The 
unmutilated trees are above thirty feet high^ 
and their' intermingled branches, and thick 
foliage, all in bloom from top to bottom^ 
wholly exclude the fun's rays. Each orange 
tree is a vaft nofegay, the flowers of which 
almoft conceal the leaves, forming together 
the moft beauteous canopy ever beheld I 
There is a fmall rivulet befide each row, and 
twice a day a refervoir is opened, by which 
the trees are watered. It is intoxication of 
pleafure to walk here at noon 3 and never did 
I fo forcibly feel all the delicious enjoyments 
that odours and aromatics can iofpire. Here, 
in thefe hot climates, was I convinced that 
fuchfweets, far from injuring, are even necef- 
fary to health. 

At one end of this walk is a canal, full of 
the papyrus. Entering, on the left ftands the 
gardener's hut, and a grove of citron and palm* . 
trees, planted fo near each other as fcarcely 

to 
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to grant adoiiflion. This place, enclofed hy 
ditches and pallifadcs, is the afylum of myf-* 
tcry, where the handfomcft of the Turkiflj 
women occafionally come to breathe, fay 
they, balfamic fweetnefs beneath thefe fliades. 
I flball conclude this letter. Sir, by a ftiort 
tale, which will prove that incidents fimilar 
to thofe of the times of Jacob are ftill renewed 
in Egypt. The plains of Syria laft year were 
ravaged by clouds of locufts, which devoured 
the corn to the very root. A famine followed, 
and a farmer near Damafcus felt the effefts 
of the general diftrefs. To fupply the wants 
of a numerous family, he fold his cattle; 
which refource being foon exhaufted,* the 
unhappy father, wretched at prefcnt, but fore- 
feeing greater wretchednefs to come, preffcd 
by hunger, fold his inftruments of hufban- 
dry at Damafcus. Led by the inviiible hand 
of Providence, as formerly Tobias was by the 
angel, while he bargained for corn, lately 
arrived from Damietta, he heard fpeak of the 
fuccefs of Mourad Bey, fdj who had entered 

Grand 

(d) Mourad Bey and Ibrahim Bey have, for feven 
years, been the moft powerul fangiaks of Egypt ; both 
being ambitious, they quarrelled, made war, and were 

reconciled. 
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Grand Cairo vidorious, and in triumph. 
The ihape, charadler, and origin, of the war- 
rior were de(cribed» and how he 'had rifen 
from llavery to power fupreme. The afto- 
nifhed farmer found the defcription accorded 
with a fon, who had been flolen from him 
at twelve years old: hope palpitated in 
his heart; he hailened home with his pro- 
vifions, told his family what he had heard, 
and determined, immediately, to depart 
for Egypt. His weeping wife and fcns 
offered up prayers for his fafe return. 
Going to the port of Alexandretta, he em-> 
barked diere, and came to Damietta. One 
continued fear tormented him i his fon, 
forfaking the religion of his fathers, had 
embraced Mahometanifm ; and now, fur* 
rounded as he was by fplendor, would hft 
acknowledge his parents ? The thought 
lay heavy on his heart; yet, the wifh to 
fnatch his family from all the horrors of 
famine, the hope of finding a long lamented 

reconciled, becaufethey found themfelves equally ftrong« 
Mourad Bey at length prevailed ; and, forcing his QoU 
league to fly into Upper Fjypt, now reigns in Cairo. In 
the courfe of thefe letters I ihall trace their chara6ters and 
principal actions, which I myfelf have feen* 

Vol, I. Y ion. 
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fon, gave him fortitude. He continued hii 
journey, came to the capital, repaired to the 
palace of Mourad, applied to the officers of 
the prince, and, moft ardently, folicitcd ad- 
miiHon. His drefs and appearance befpoke 
poverty and misfortune, a»d were poor re- 
commendations; but his great age, lb re- 
fpedlable in the ead, pleaded in his behalf. 
One of the attendants v^rent to the Bey, and 
told him an aged man, apparently mi(erable, 
requefted an audience. Let him enter, re- 
plied Mourad ; and the farmer proceeded, 
with trembling fteps, over the rich carpet 
which befpread the hall, of the Divan, and 
approached the Bey, who reclined on a 
fofa, embroidered with filk and gold. Croud- 
ing fenfatioqs deprived him of the ufc of 
Ipeech : at laft, after attentively looking, the 
voice of nature vanqui(hing fear, he fell, and 
embracing his knees, exclaimed, Tou are wy 
fon ! The Bey raifed him, endeavoured to re- 
collect, and, after explanation, finding him 
to be his father, made him fit down by his 
fide, and careffed him moft afFcdionately. 
The firft gufli of nature over, the Sire de- 
fcribed in what deplorable ftate he had left 
his mother, and brethren, and the prince 

propofcd 
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propofed to fend for, and with them di- 
vide his riches and power, if they would 
embrace Iflamifm. This the generous chrif- 
tian had fbrefeen, and, fearing youth might 
be dazzled, took not one of his fons with 
him. He, therefore, firmly rejeded Mou- 
rad's oiFer, and even remonftrated with him 
on his own change of religion. The Bey, 
finding his father determined, and that his 
family's diftrefs demanded immediate fuc- 
cour, fent him back to Syria, with a large 
fum of money," and a veflel loaded with 
corn. The happy hufbandman immedi- 
ately returned to the plains of Damafcus, 
where his arrival banifhed mifcry, and tears, 
from his homely roof, and brought joy, 
cafe, and felicity. 

This, you perceive. Sir, greatly refem- 
bles the hiftory of Jofeph ; and would more, 
perhaps, did we know all the incidents. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



Y 2 LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

On ancient Pelufium, unknown to modem 
travellers ; its Jituationf and decline ; tvith 
remarks on Farama^ not far from it^ where 
the Arabs place a tomb^ wbich^ probably, 
is that of Pompey the Great. The lake Tanis, 
now Menzakf its ijles and ancient towns ^ 
with obfervations on its Jijhery, outlets into 
the Mediterranean, and innumerable birds. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

PeLUSIUM, as I have faid, flood at the 
eaftern extremity of the lake Menzala ; its 
name; fignifying mud fej, dcfcribcs its 
marfby iituation, which, according to Stra- 
bo, (J) was but two miles from the fca. Its 
origin, like that of mod ancient cities of 
Egypti is too remote to be known 5 it flou- 
riflied long before Herodotus, and, being a 
barrier city towards Afia, the Pharoahs made 
it a confiderable fortrefs : one of them raifed 
a rampart, extending thirty leagues, from its 

(e) HiiXi^'f lofy means mud : the ^rabs ^have continnad tke 
name, and called it Thineh^ mud. 

(f) btrabo, lib. 17. 

walls 
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walls Co HeliopoUs. Hiflory {hews us that 
the long wall of China, thofc which the Greek 
emperors built round Condantinople, and 
many others, were moft cxpenfive, but impo- 
tent obftrudions to a warlike people; and 
that, to fccurc a ftate, warriors are better 
than walls : men are only to be repelled by 
men. The bulwark of Pelulium (lopped not 
Cambyfes, who attacked it with a formidable 
army ; and the feeble fon of Amafis, not fore- 
feeing the defertion of two hundred thoufand 
Egyptians, who went and founded a colony be- 
yond the catarads* had noforce fufficient toop- 
pofe the torrent which ravaged his kingdom. 
Cambyfes, after a bloody battle, in which his 
enemies were flaughtered, entered Pelufium 
triumphant ; and, from this memorable day, 
which faw the defertion of one part of the mili- 
|ary of Egypt, and the ruin of theother, we may 
date the fervitude of that rich land, which 
has iince paflld under the yoke of the 
Perfians, Macedonians, Romans, Greeks, 
Arabs, and Turks. A ftate of flavery of 
more than two thoufand years feems to have 
made her chains eteroal. 

Herodotus, who was at Pelufium fome years 
after its conqueft by Cambyfes, has a paflage 

Y 3 which 
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which I muft not omit. ** I examined the plain, 
•* where the two armies had fought^ and faw 
** it covered with heaps of human bones: on 
^l the one fide were thofe of the Perfians, on 
" the other thofe of the Egyptians, the natives 
" having carefully feparated them, after the 
** battle. Were it not for the explanation I 
" received, there was one faft which would 
*' have appeared very afloniihing. The thin 
*' and fragile flcuUs of the Perfians broke, 
y when gently ftruck with a ftone; while 
*' thofe of the Egyptians, thick and company 
«' refitted the ftrokes of the flint. This dif- 
** ference of folidity they attributed to the 
^* cuftom the Perfians have, from their 
*' infancy of wearing tiaras (caps) and the 
contrary one, of the Egyptians, of (having 
their children's heads, and leaving them 
bare, expofed to the heat of the fun : whicli 
*' explanation appeared fatisfaftory ^gj.*' 

The fame cuflom ftill fubfifts; I have 
every where feen the children of the com- 
mon people, whether running in the fields, 
affembled round the villages, or fwimming 
in the waters, with th^r heads Oi^ived, and 
bare. Let us but imagine the hardnefs a 

. (gj Herodotus^ Thalia# ' 

ikuU 



4€ 
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ikuU muft acquire, thus exposed to the 
fcorchirig fun, and wc fhall not be aftonifhed 
at the remark of Herodotus. Pelufium pafled 
from the Perfian dominion to that of Alex-- 
ander ; and the brave Antony, general of the 
horfe under Gabmius, took it from his fuc- 
ceflbrs. Rome reflored it to Ptolemy 
Aulctes. Pompcy the great, whole power 
had re-eftaUiihed this young prince on the 
throne of Egypt,; fought rtfuge, after the 
fatal battle of Pharfalja, in Pelufium. He 
landed at the entrance of the harbour, and, 
quitting Cornelia, his wife, and ibns, re- 
cited, from Sophocles, this paffage— " The 
** free man, who fecks an a^fylum in the court 
" of a king, there, meets flavery; and chains." 
He there met death ! Scarcely had.hcftepped 
on £hpre before the rhetorician: Thcodorus, 
a native of Chio, the courtier Septimius, and 
the eunuch Achillas, who commanded the 
troops, defirots of a victim for the conqueror, 
pierced him with their, fwords. - ;Sceing the 
aflaffins come, Pompey hid his face in his 
mantle, and died like a Roman. His head 
was embalmed, as an offering for Caefar, and 
his body caft naked on the (hore ! Thus 
was this great man, whofe warlike talents ^ 

Y 4 had 
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had made the Romans free of the ica^, and 
added kingdoms to her empire, bafdy flaio, 
landing on the territories of a king who 
owed to him his crown I His freedman, 
Philip» favoured by darknefs, coUeded the 
wreck of a boat, and, taking off his mantle to 
in*wrap the melancholy remains of his mailer, 
burnt the body, as was the cuftom. An old 
foldier, who had ferved under Pompey, 
mingling his tears with tho(e of Philipi 
aflifled him in paying thefe laft duties to the 
manes of his general. 

Peloiium had often been taken and pil- 
laged in the wars of the Romans, Greeks, 
and Arabs $ yet Aill preferved its commerce 
and wealth till the time of the Crufades. 
After taking it byaflault, the chriflian princes 
facked it, and no more rifing from its ruins, 
its inhabitants, as I have (aid, removed to 
Damietta. 

Farama, founded by the Arabs, fomt^ 
what eafl of Pelufium, fucceeded it, but did 
not long fubfift, for it was ruinous in the 
thirteenth century. Abulfeda, f6J citii^ 
Ebn Haukal, fays here was the tomb of 

(b) DefcriptioQ of Egypt, 

Galen« 
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.Galen. He is mlftaken: this cekbrated 
phyfician was buried at Pergamus, his native 
i^hct(i). The maufoleutn Abulfeda men* 
tions muft be that of Pompey, which Pliny 
places fonac diftance from Mount Cafius fkj. 
Abulfeda adds, citing Ebn Said, that the 
ifthmus of Suez is only twenty-three leagues 
wide, in this part, and that Amrou intended 
to have cut a canal that ihould have com- 
municated with the two feas, but was pre- 
vented by Omar, who, wanting a marine, 
feared to give the Greek (hips a paflagc into 
his ftates. This enterprize, though great, 
would probably have been executed by the 
man who conquered Egypt, and dug a na- 
vigable canal from the Nile to the Red Sea. 

1%) Galen, after ftudying pbyfic at Alexandria, came, at 
the age of thirty- four, to Rome, where bis learning and 
talents foon made him known. Marcus Aurelius, a judge 
of merit, appointed him his phyfician, which he after- 
ward was to two of his fucceiTors. Weary of the court, 
Galen retired to Pergamus, his OA^ve place ; where, 
paffing the remainder of his life in calm philofophy, 
he died, aged fix(y-three. 

- (k) Plin. Hift. Nat. lib. v. cap. 12. The' ruins of , 
f arama are near Mount Cafius, and the tomb men- 
tioned by Ebn Haukal feems to be that of Pompey. 

Leaving 
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Leaving the Pelufiac branch, and proceed* 
ing weftward along the fca fhore^ we come 
to the Tanitic mouth, fo named from Tanis, 
a confiderable city built on an ifland of the 
lake, and the capital of a Nomos.. It flou- 
riflied under Auguftus, (I) but Abulfeda 
informs us it was deftroyed, iii his tirne^ and 
had become uncultivated and forfaken. 

Several fishermen have aiTured me, during 
my Aay at Damietta, they had feen marble 
columns and ruins of grand edifices in an 
ifland of the lake, I intended to have vi- 
fited them, but on account of the great 
expence of fuch a voyage, in purchafing 
permiflion of the governor, and obtaining 
one of his officers and fome Janiflaries to ac- 
company me, I was obliged to renounce this 
proje<a. May fome one richer than niyfelf^ 
or aided by government, fearch this grand 
lake, obferve the depth of its mouths, de- 
fcribe the antiquities it contains, and per- 
form what no modern travellers have under^ 
taken. 

After the Tanitic comes the Mendefiaa 

{I) Strabo, lib. 17, . 

moutbj 
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mouth, Co named from the anfcient city of 
Mendes fmj, famous for its temple, and 
the indecent ceremonies of the goat, the 
origin of which was this, according to He* 
rodotus f'oj. *' Hercules ardently intreated 
•* Jupiter would ftiewhimfelf to him; which, 
•* deaf to his prayer, the God refufcd. At 
** length, overcome by his intercefBons, he 
*^ confented, on condition it fliould be in 
** the form of a goat; and, covering him- 
** felf with the fkin of that animal, he ap- 
*' peared to the hero. The Egyptians to 
** preferve the memory of this event, repre- 

** ient Jupiter with the head of a goat ♦ 

*^ When the facred animal dies, the Men* 
** defian province obferves a general mourn- 
** ing." Decency forbids me to cite the re- 
maii^er of this paflage ; thofe who defire to 
know how far the phrenzy of bigotry may 
carfy an ignorant and fuperftitious populace^ 
may confult the original. 

The traveller who would find the ruins of 
Mendes muft, according to Herodotus and 
Strabo, feek them not far from the canal of 

^m>- An Egyptian word, fignifying goat, Htrodotus. 
CfJ Uh. ii. 

Achmoun, 
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Acbmouot on the banks of the lake Men* 
xala. 

Before we come to the Phatmetic branch, I 
have defcribed a new one on the map, not no* 
ticed by any geographer, which I obierved in 
a voyage I made thither when the Nile was 
high. It is about a hundred and fifty feet wide, 
the current tolerably ftrong, but I know not if 
it be deep, or be not dry a part of the yean 
It is a natural channel which the waters of 
the lake have opened into the fea, into 
which a . part of the river might eafily be 
turned to give pailage to veflels. A^ league 
farther is the Phatmetic branch, now that 
of Damietta : here the Delta begins, and 
cape Bourlos, near the Sebennytic mouth, 
forms the headland* It is termina^ by 
the Rofetta, formerly the Bolbitine branch ; 
and, anciently, extended to the Canopic 
branch, which falls into the fea, neai' Abou^ 
kir* Thefc are the fcvcn mouths of the Nilc^ 
fung by the Poets (p)^ which once were all 
navigable, and which only thofe of Rofetta 
and Damietta now are ; fomc of them might 

(p) £t feptem gemini turbsmt trepidaoftia NUi* Virg. 
Perque papyrifcri feptemflua flumina NilL Ovid. 

again 
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again be opened, but. In the preient feeble 
condition of £gypt> they feem more difpofed 
to fhut than to open their pom to ftrangers« 
It remains for me to fay fomething con* 
ceming the great lake, whofe banks we have 
been coafting« Strabo (q) and the Arabian 
writers call it Tanis, after the city of that 
name. It is now named Menzala : its waters 
are foft, in the time of inundation, and be- 
come brackiOi as the river retreats within its 
channel. It was the fame under the reign 
of the Caliphs. " The Nile overflowing at 
the fummer folilice, the canals which 
difcharge themfelves into the lake Tanis 
make the waters foft ; and the reflux of 
the fea, during winter, renders them fait* 
There are iflands in the lake, built over 
like towns, as NaWi, Touna, Samnaa, 
and Haflan-Elma, which can only be 
approached by boats." (r) A vifit to 



(q) Strabo, lib. 17. 

(r) Oua behira Tani$ aza aixied el Nil fi el feif azab 
maouha. Oua aza gezar ii elcbeta ila aouan, el bab^ 
rhaleb, fe maleh maouha. Oua fiha meden metl e]ge« 
zair tatheif elbehira, oua hie Nabliy oua Touna^ oua 
Samnaa^ oua Hajfan el ma ) oua tarik ila ouahada menha 
ella belfafen. Giograph. Nubienf. fi^. ^. 

thefe 



334 LETTERS 

thefe ifles, which no modem traveller has 
examined^ and where manufcripts and an^ 
tiquities might be found, feems an objedt of 
importance. 

About twehre hundred boats, each annu« 
ally paying iix*and-thirty fhillings to the 
receiver of the Pacha, continually fi(h on the 
lake. Among the various ipecies of £(h it 
fupplies, fome are txcellent, fuch as the 
queyage^ the gemah the fourd, the fole, and 
the gilt-head. The quality of thp waters 
gives their- flefli whitenefs, and delicacy of 
flavour : they are fold in Daraietta, and the 
neighbouring towns ; and in fuch abundance 
that a large fole, or gilt-head, cofls but two- 
pence. 

The Bourri, or mullet, is the raoft benefi- 
cial of all to the fishermen, who open the 
females, and take out the roe, of which they 
make boutargue, fs) by falting, and vend 
it through all Egypt. The various outlets of 
the lake to the Nile and Mediterranean being 
full of iflands, ruihes, infeds, and herbs, the 
river and fea-fifli fwarm and multiply here 
infinitely; fupplying two thoufand fiOier- 
men, and clouds of birds, without apparent 

fs) They fait the roe, and dry it in the fun ; it is 
a food well known to the failors of Provence. 

dimi- 
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diminution. .Nature has done fo much for 
Egypt that the fecundity of its earth and 
waters is inconceivable ; wherefore has it ever 
been a nurfing-mother to neighbouring 
nations. The waters of the lake are covered 
with wild-geefe, ducks, teal, divers, and the 
ibis. I have killed fevcral of the latter in 
the marfhes near Rofetta; their claws and 
neck are long, and bodies fmall ; alternately 
black and white, and they feed on fifli, frogs, 
and reptiles. Here alfo are many cormo- 
rants, the grey and the white heron, fnipes, 
rice-hens, cranes, red- (hanks, &c. The birds 
which moft attract notice are the filver-fwan, 
proudly fwimming in the waters ; the 
flamingo, with red and black wings, and 
the (lately pelican ; the ktter furpa(res the 
others in its majeftic port, height, and (hape; 
and, by its white plumage, rivals the fwan in 
beauty. It is feen among the birds that 
croud the lake, riling above them all, with 
its tufted head, like their monarch. Nature 
has provided it with an exceedingly ftrong 
beak to overpower large fi(h. The Arabs 
have found means to tame and teach it to 
give them the prey. The only pdican of 
this (pecies I faw in France was in the Royal 

Menagery, 
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Menagery ; and> though long captivl^^ and a 
finall extent of water, where the bird could 
not difplay itfelf, deprived it of oiuch of its 
beauty, yet, its proud form and white pltt« 
mage (hewed it flili to be a moft noble bird. 
I have mentioned fome of the principal 
fpecies of birds that frequent the lake, but the 
variety of their colours, the diverfity of their 
cries, and their prodigious multitudes, I can 
give you no idea of 1 Far as the eye can reach 
they cover its furface. Every minute innu«> 
merable flights 'dcfcribe vaft circuits in the 
air, and gently defcend on its bofom; others 
flying the approach of the fiihermen, rife in 
clouds to feck the folitude they love; here a 
vaft family, afTembled in a flock, fwim, 
and there others, riflng on the wing, bear 
their prey in their beak. The continual mo- 
tion, the vaft of waters, gently ruffled by the 
wind, diftant iflands, brightened by the fun* 
beams^ boats, cutting the filver waves, banksi 
fliadcd by groves, variegated by villages, and 
decked in eternal verdure, all prefent an ever 
changeable, but ever charming profped:, which 
I have a hundred times enjoyed with unceafing 
pleafure. 

I have the honour to be, Sec. 

LET- 
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Slxpe£tion (f Louis IX. to Egyp^, from Join- 
viSit and Arabian author s^ b s defcent near 
the Giza of Damieita : viStory : taking of 
Damietta: fnarcb of the army up the Nile 
totbe candlofManfoura: attentpts to crofs 
it : danger of the P^age ': and the viSiory 
and defeat which folltnved. Death of the 
Comte d'Artois. Taking of Louis IX. and 
his whole army. Maffacre of Touran Shah. 
The ran/dm of the French king : bis depar^ 
ture for Saint John d^Acre^ with a por- 
trait of that monarch* 



I 



To M. L; M* 

Damietta. 



HERE fend you. Sir, the ex[*dition of 
Saint Louis into Egypt, extradted from Join- 
ville and Arabian authors^ and verified on the 
fpot* 

Louis wintered in the ifle (Sf Cyprus with 
moft of his troops^ the remainder was to join 
him at the general rendezvous before Danii* 
etta. He failed on Whit fun -Monday from 
Limazo, accompanied by eighteen hundred 

VoL^l, Z veflcls. 
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▼dlels^ great and fmal]> the moil formida^ 
ble fquadroQ the Mediterranean bad beheld 
fince the Perfians. The fea Teemed covered 
with ibips to a Taft extent; and, duriag the 
•pafiage, the prince of the Morea aod the duke 
of Burgundy joioed the royal fleet, which 
•in four days anchored in the road of Dami- 
etta. Nejem Eddin, of the race of the Ayou- 
.bites, then governed Egypt and Syria. 
•Learned in the trade of arhis, by the wars 
he had fuftained againft the Crui^ders, 
Charefmians, and inhabitants of Datnafcus, 
and the vidories he had gained over thefe 
enemies, which had confirmed his power, 
and eftabliflied his authority amopg the fol- 
diers ; equally politic and brave, as capable of 
wielding the fceptre as the X^ord^ himfelf 
didating orders to his minifters for the inte- 
rior government of his kingdom, and aofwer- 
ing the petitions his fubjefis prefedtedj while 
'he formed the plan of a campaign; fuch, 
according to Abulfeda, was the king Liouis 
had to combat. When the French monarch 
arrived at the ifle of Cyprus he had quitted 
Syria ; and, forefeeing the ftof m, which me- 
naced the Mahometans, would burfl: over 
Damietta, had added new fortifications to that 

important 
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(mportant place. Having fupplied it with 
aaumeroDs garrifon, provifions, and imple- 
ments of war, proper to fuftain a long ficge, 
he removed to Achmoun Tanis, to obfervc 
the enemy's motions:. Though dangeroufly 
.ill, he negleifted nothing virhich might fruf- 
tratc their defigns. Facr Eddin wras fent with 
a confidcrabic body of cavalry, to oppofe the 
landing of the French i and, porting himfelf 
near the Giza C^) of Damietta,. and the vvef- 
tern ihore of the Nile,, and the fea, he there 
might eafily impede their debarkation. 

The Egyptian army, properly drawn up, 
was {ten by the fleet two hundred paces from 
the {horej with the mingled founds of drums 
and trumpets, colours flying, burniihed arms, 
reflediing the fiin- beams, and a face of 
war> which awed the bold, and terrified the 
timid. The king called his barons to con* 
fuH on what was mofl: expedient, who advifed 
him to wait the coming up of the reft of his 

(t) Gi2a,asl have faid, fignifics angle, or end. This 
was the moft diftant fuburb of Damietta, built on the 
other fide the Nile. A mount of ftcnes and rubbifh ftill 
marks its fcite, facing the fmall village of Efba. The 
bridge to Damietta began here : I have carefully ob- 
fcrved thefe places on ray various journeys hither, and 
marked them on the map. 

Z 2 army 
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army before he ventured a defcent in pre&nee 
of an enemy fo well intrenched. Louis 
rejeded the pufiUanimous advice, andobferved 
that the road (u) of Damietta was io expoied 
that, (l)ould a ftovm rife» the fleet would 
either be difperfed or driven on (hore: he 
therefore gave orders to land on the morrow 
morning, and commanded an attack on the 
Egyptians,, (hould they not refiife to give battle. 
On Friday, the 4th of June, 1249, the 
boats, with the French army, rowed towards 
the fh'ore j as they landed the enemy's cavalry 
fell upon them, hot the foldiers, fixing their 
bucklers in the fand, and preienting therr 
lances, formed a pointed wall. Their refo- 
lute countenance cooled the Mahometan 
xmpetuofity, and they only gaUoped about, 
and threw their javelins. When the king 
faw the royal (landard erected on (hore, he 
jumped from his boat into the fea, and, wad-^ 
ing up to the arm*pits, marched fword ia 
hand to the enemy. The French, encouraged 
by his prefence, ran to the attack, and gained 

(u) The Egyptians bad fo ftopped up the Nile that 
the French fleet could not enter ; and, the road of Damr* 
etta being very dangerous, the determination of Louis 
was equally prudent and brave. 

a bloody 
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a "bloody victory. Two Emirs were flain ; 
which lofs» and a defcent fo boId» fo terrified 
Facr Eddin that he pailed the night on the 
bridge of Damietta, and haftily fled. A panic 
fear at fight of this fcized the garrifon, who 
cowardly abandoned the bulwark of Egypt, 
and the inhabitants efcaped in the dark. 
The French entered on the morrow without 
oppofitiom Thug a city, which, thhty years 
before, fuftained a fiegc of fixteen months,, 
was taken in one day. The French flag was 
difplayed from the towers of Damietta on the 
Suinday, where abundant ftores, and vad quan^ 
titits of arms, were found. The viftor s, after 
giving heaven thanks for this fortunate con- 
queft, deliberated whether they fliould not di- 
veGtly march for Grand Cairo: thi^ would have 
been their wifeft courfe, the Nile being low, 
they would have found fewer. impediments; 
but Louis refufed to depart before the arrival 
of the Comte de Poitiers, his brother, who 
brought the arriere-ban of Fraaoc. 

The taking this important fortrefs fpread 
confternation through Grand Cairo, whofe 
inhabitants imagined the enemy at their 
gates. The Sultan's illnefs increafed their 
terrors; and fo great was the alarm that 
die timid fled toward Upper Egypt, whilo a 
Z 3 few 
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few brave men, animated by the love ©f their 
country, joined the army of Nejem Eddin^ 
who, accu(lomed to the fortune of war, was 
not difbouraged by this nnforefeen accident j 
though he caufed fifty of the principal officers, 
who had fo difhonourably quitted their pofts^ 
to be beheaded « Facr Eddin he durft not pu« 
nifh thus, fearing to excite a rebellion in the 
army, where this general was beloved ; bot 
he ftcrnly reprimanded him, and, removing 
to Manfoura, he was adlive in putting it int6 
a ftate of defence, at which the whole army 
laboured* Fixing his camp between the cand 
of Achmoun and this town,* he refolved to 
wait for the enemy in a poft £> advantageous^ 
and prevent their paffing the river; mean- 
time he fent fome fquadrons of light horfe 
to harafs the French in their camp. 

The critical moment was loft in waiting 
for the Comte de Poitiers, by which the 
Egyptians profited, fortifying thcmfelvea, and 
aflembling their forces* Their panic over, 
they lkirmifl>ed round the French camp, 
which the Arabs entered in the dark, making 
fome prifoners, and flaughtering thofe they 
could not carry off. The lord de Cour- 
c^nay was thus beheaded, aftw they had kil- 
led 
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led tfee ccntincl before his tent. The king 
then encompaffed the cftmp by a deep fo£K, 
and made the archers mount guard at night. 
The' favourable feafon for marching up the 
country was wafted, and the fwcUing of the 
Nile daily filled the canals which interfered 
the plain, and rendered the march of an army 
difficult, in face of an enemy who might 
impede them at every ftep* The Legate, 
according to the cuftom of the age, ordered 
proceiSons to haften the arrival of the Comte 
de Poitiers, three fucce£Bve Saturdays, from 
Damietta to die fca. They were very pom- 
pous, the king and the lords walking 
in them. The prince at length arrived, &t 
which the camp rejoiced. As foon as he had 
landed, Louis aflembled his barons, to advifo 
on their future proceedings; opinions were 
divided; the Comte Peter of Britanny, and 
moft of the lords, held it beft to go^ immedi«« 
ately, and befiege Alexandria, one of the keys 
of Egypt. They obfcrvcd this city had an 
excellent harbour, where the fleet might . 
winter in iecurity, and the army, while con- 
quering the country, might, by th» means; 
receive the provifions and fuccour it fhould 
Aeed^- adding that, the fhijps neither being 
Z 4. able 
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f^ble to enter the Nge pOr remain ia th< 
road, the French would be in danger of 
peri(hing by famine^ (hould any misfortono 
t^efall them. Thefe were wefghty feaibns ^ 
but the Comte d'Artois tiiought difinendy^ 
and faid, he who would kill the ferpent 
{hould cru(h his head ; and therefore it was 
bed to march immediately for the capital. 
Louis, rejecting the advice of his barons^ 
followed that of his brother, forgetting the 
obflacles he had (o encounter^ and departure 
was refolved on. 

Nejem Eddin died the zzd of November, 
of an abfcefs in the lungs, in the flower of 
his age. The Sultana Chegeret Eddour, 
whofe genius was fpperior to her fex, in- 
{lead of linking under the misfortune, em- 
ployed lierfelf in faving the date. Sending 
for Facr Eddin, general of the army, and 
the eunuch, Pgemal Eddin, who' poflfefled 
great authority* flie iq treated them to aid 
her in the governipent, aqd keep the Sultan's 
death fecret till the arrival of her fon Touran 
§hah, who was in Diar Bekir, and to whom 
couriers were diip^tched. fiuiinefs was tranf- 
a6tcd, and orders were fent through Egypt, 
in the Sultan's nanip, as if he had ftill beea 

living^ 
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living; which policy kept the troops from 
defpondency» and, by concealing the lofs of 
Ngem Eddia from the enemy^ prevented 
them from profiting by fo favourable a cir« 
comftance. At the beginning of advent, the 
French army /x^ left the plains of Damietti^, 
and on the 7th of December encamped at 
Farefcour, where it remained to dam up a 
canal which ran from the river to the lake 
Menzala. This they eafily accomplished^ 
becaufe they raifed their mound at its mouth« 
Facr Eddin fent five hundred horfe, well 
mounted^ to difpute the pafiage of the river, 
who polled themfelves on the oppofite (hore. 
Spite of their bold countenance, the Templars 
crofied firft ; and, the king having forbid them 
to attack the enemy, formed their ranks'. 
This caution emboldened the Arabs, who 
conftrued it into fear, and attacking the Tern* 

(xj Macrizi, who generally agrees with Joinville, fixes, 
Rkc him, the departure of the French in the month of 
December, but attributes it to the news of the Sultan's 
death ; whereas, it is certain, from Joinville, the Frenck 
^id not bear of it till they encamped near Manfoura, and 
that the arrival of the Comte de Poitiers was the reafon 
ef this daring and dangerous march during the inunda- 
tion. Thus hiftoH ans, reciting fa£U, are often miftaken 
|n their cayfes.. 

plars 



346 LETTERS 

plars furioufly^ dew one of thofe brave waf« 
riors^ befide Renaut de Bichiers, their mar^ 
fhzl. Indignant at the fight, and incapable of 
reftraining his ardour, he excliaimad, *' Upon 
^^ thcoD, in the naaie of God ; I can bear no 
^' more," The whole corps inunediatelj was 
in motion, and fell on the Egyptians, whoft 
ranks,, unable to foftain the ihock, were 
broken; part of them were flain, and the 
jeft driven into the river, where theyperiihed. 
Ttus fuccefs unfortunately encouraged dif* 
obedience, which occafioned all the conic* 
queht di%race of tl>e French. V 

The army encamped, ^ the fame day at 
Sherimfah, a village not far diftant, without 
moleftafion from the enetny; its march was 
flow^. becaufc arms of the river, or largA 
rivulets, were continnally to be dammed up. 
It next encamped at Baramoun, and did not 
appear at Manfoura till the 19th of Decern* 
ber. Between the town and the French was 
the canal of Achmoun, which muft be 
fs^ed to attack the enemy, entrenched on 
the oppoiite fide; fyj and in order to gain 
poflfeffion of this important place. ^ n 

(y) Itt the map accompanying the fine edition of 
Joinville, printed at the Louvre^ by ordet ^f flfe king, 

the 
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A fleet of large boats accompanied the 
army, which it plentifully fupplied. They 
fought by land and water. The canal of 
Achmoun is as wide as the Saone> and much 
deeper : its banks in general are ftcep, and 
it wa& impof!]bIe to pafs it by fwimming ia 
face of the whole force of Egypt. They, 
therefore/ determined to throw up a mound; 
and balifts, and other machines, proper to 
throw ftoncs, were ereded, as were two 
wooden towers, with covered galleries, to 
proteft the workmen; but, inftcad of begin** 
ning at the mouth of the canal, as at Farefeour, 
they went half a league below, which ren- 
dered their enierpriae impoffible ; for, as they . 
advanced, the Egyptians made deep cuts, 
which, fuddenly bearing the waters againft 
the mound, deAroyed, in a moment, the work 
of feveral weeks. 111 fuccefs did not deter 
the engineers, who obftinafely continued the 
plan they began with. While the work was 
purfued with zeal, Facr Eddin, fecre^y, land-^ 
ed troops at Sherimfab, who unexpedkedly 

tbe canal of Achmoun is placed beyond Manibura, con- 
trary to truth, and biftory. The French muft have 
come from Upper Egypt lo befiege this- town, if fo ; or 
^ey would pot have met with this yamd on their pailage* 

attacl^ed 
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attacked the camp, and occafioned fome 
diforder. Joinville, who, with the Templars, 
guarded the Damietta fide, haftily armed, and 
repelled the enemy. This induced Louis to 
cut a fofle from the canal of Achmoun to 
tKe Nile, which gave fecurity to the c^mp. 
. The fruitlcfs labours of the mound were 
continued. The enemy, grown bold, afecond 
time attacked the camp, and, after an obfti- 
nate fight, ^werc repelled, with lofs, by the 
Comtc d'Anjou. They then fell on the part 
defended by the Comte de Poitiers, but a 
vigorous refiftance again obliged them to 
retire. Notwithftanding thefc repulles the 
Arab horfe continually fkirted the army, and 
Seized on all ftragglers. The impradticable 
mound was not completed; the Egyptians 
Ihowered ftones on the workmen, and gave 
ftill greater annoyance by the greek- fire, 
which they feveral times caft, and burnt the 
towers and galleries, in defiance of the efforts 
of the French. Joinville, who was on guard 
One night at the mound, gives a terrifying 
defcription of the greek- fire. " The fire they 
** caft was as large as a tun, with a long bura- 
^^ ing tail ; its noife in the air was like 
** thunder, and it feemed a flying dragon. 

" Th« 
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*' The light it gave was fo great that I could 
<< fee throughout the caoxp as clearly as in 
*« open day." This artificial fire confumcd 
the hody on which it fell, without a pofii- 
bility of its being extinguifhed ; yet the 
burning the towers and galleries made them 
not abandon an ill-conceived projed. Wood 
was colledted, from the boats, to build new 
works, which underwent the like fate, in 
fpite of the valour of the French. This laft 
misfortune fpread defolation through the 
camp, and all hope of pafiing the canal was 
given up. While they deliberated on return- 
ing to Damietta, the conftable, Hymbert de 
Beaujeu, came to tell the king a Bedaouin (zj 
had promifed to difcover a ford, if they would 
give him five hundred befans of gold. Louis 
confented; the ford was found; and the 
Duke of Burgundy was left to guard the camp, 
while the king and his three brothers went 
to combat the Egyptians. On the 8 th of 
February, 1250, the French cavalry, guided 
by the Bedaouin, afiembled, by day«-break, 
before the ford, two leagues diftant from the 
Nile, aqd, entering the waters, which were 

(z) Bedaouin comes from Bedaoui, inhabitant of the 
Defert : tfie wandcrinp-Arabs arc fo called, 

deep. 
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deept the (a) hories fwam at far as tihe middfo 
0f the canal ; buc^ fiodiog footing, they foon 
reached the oppofite bank; though feveral 
were drowned in thia dangerous paflTage, 
aau>ng whom was John of Orleans. Some 
three hundred Arabs, who defended the pais^ 
were foon put to flight. The king coni'« 
manded the Templars to lead the van, and 
the Comte d'Artois, with his corps to fuftain 
them. But this prince, feeing the enemy fly, 
could not moderate his ardour, and purfued. 
The grand mafter of the Templars fent to 
beg that he would wait» for that it was his 
right to march firft, conjuring the prince not 
to dilhonour him by taking a pofl: confided to 
his valour. Without daring to reply, the 
Comte liftened to the remonftrances ; but, 
unfortunately, Fourcaut du Merne, his brave 
fqnire, who held the bridle of his horfe, was 
deaf, and, not hearing what was faid to the 
prince, continued advancing, and calling aloud 
^* Upon theml" Perceiving this, and thinking 
their honour at flake, if they did not hold 

(a) Joinville and Macrizi both fay the Nile was then 
at its bighefl, which is extraordinary, for {hat was the 
feafon when the waters fhould have been low. Arabian 
hiftory, indeed, contains fimilar examples, and the inun- 
dation has been known a month or two later than ufual. 

their 
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^beir Tftnk» the Templars fpurfed tfadr horicfi^ 
aod galloppcd toward the enemy. Terrifial 
at diis unforeieen attack^ the Egyptians fled 
on all fides^ abandoning^ their camp ; while 
;theie brave» hot imprudent, cavaliers:; van^ 
quisling all who refifted, came to.Maofourat 
forced .one of the gates, and entered the cit]r« 
Facr Eddin, who was then at the bath, fcarce 
had ;time to drefs himfelf and fxiount a 
horfe, without iaddle or bridle; Colle&ing 
fome of his flaves to oppofe the torrent, he 
and they were flaia. So fudden was. the 
attack, and the rout fo rapid, that the 
Comte d'Artois and the Templars were in 
Manfbura before a part of the army had 
pafTed the ford. Had the troops been all 
united, and the vidlor^s fufliained^ the defeat 
would have been general, and Manfoura, and, 
perhaps, all Egypt, conquered. But there 
was a fpace of two leagues between the van 
and the rear of the French armf, Bibars 
^Iboodoux Dari, chief of the Baharites, (b) 

faw 

* {^h) Nejcm Eddin had befieged NapoK, a town in 
Syria, where, his troops flying, the Baharlte flaves fuf- 
•tained the'fhock of the enemy, and gave the prince time 
to efcape. This fcrvice gained his confidence, and, fuc- 

ceejing 
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law the error, and profited by it like an abfe 
gqieralt rallying the fugitives, aflembling the 
flower of the Egyptian cavalry, and throwing 
himielf between the city and the main body 
of the French to prevent all communication. 
While he fought divided troops, and flopped 
the paffage of Louis the Comte de Poitiers 
«nd the Comte d'Anjou, the Egyptians, ani<- 
mated by his example, took courage, and 
attacked the too hafty cavaliers, who were 
combating in the narrow flreets of Manibura^ 
They were excellently icconded by the inha« 

ceeding to the throne of Egypt, foon after, inftead of his f 
brother. Melee Eladal Seif Eddin, he beilowed laatnj 
favours on them, and raifed them to the firft employments. 
Quitting the caftle of Salah Eddin, the former reHdence 
of the Sultans, to inhabit that he had built in the iflexf 
Raouda, o^ppc^ite Old Cairo, he appointed his favourioe 
flaves to guard it ; and, as the Arabs call great rivers 
Bahar, or fea, they took the name of Baharites, or mari- 
time. Having aflaffinated Touran Shah, the laft of the 
family of the Ayoubites, they reigned over Egypt an^ 
Syria a hundred and thirty-fix years, and bad twenty- 
feven kings. They were Turks, originally, bought of 
Syrian merchants, by Nejem Eddin, and were dethroned^ 
}n their turn, by the Mamluks, or Circai&an flaves, in 
the year 784 of the Hegyra, who formed a new dynafty, 
which continued till the conqueft of Egypt hj Selim, in 
the year 9^3 of the Hcgj'ra. 

bitants, 
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bittnts vilio diowtrei ftont^ oh- tfecm from 
the tops of theirlroufes* TheJPrehcH funk 
under the general' affault J tw6 thirds of the 
TempkrSt and near three biAidred knightt^ 
periihed; the Comte cl-Artofs^ ^ikvpcrtet^rtt^ 
log wonders^ fell^ covered with ' woenils^ 
lamldft ft heap of dead^ an xOthzp^y s^l&im to ikk 
own difobedience of orders: with hftii fellnndft 
of his oAcers. JcHHville, atid'&^nl brave 
knights^ took refuge In an old houfe^ valor* 
oufly defending themfelves againft hofts of 
enemies^ bvt with Ikde hope ol*: eicaping 
deaths ikioft of theoi being dangeroufly wound-^ 
9^ In this extrertie perils Ef art de Set erey^ 
iNho had' been cut in the face wkh a fabre^ 
and bled excefljvely^ faid^ ^^ Knighti^ if you 
'' vnU fliield the memory of me and ray 
*^ defendants from all blame, I wHl go and 
^* draiand aid from the Comte d'Anjou^ whom 
''J perceive ydndec in the pkin/' All ap- 
plauding bis refolution» he mounted his horfe^ 
galloped through fquadrtos of the enemy> 
«nd came to the prince ; who^ hearing the 
news he brought, went to the relief of Join* 
vUle Md the reft. Thus were they indebted 
for life to Ais gentleman ; who, almoft dying, 
dreaded .a diihonourable grave for having 
'"Vol.- I. A a abandoned 
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bridle^ were leading bim priibher ^ hat^ with 
unihaken fortitude, coHedting all his ftrtngtifa^ 
and xifing his excellent arms v^ith ^ility 
and addrefs, he^ alone, vanquiAied his fix 
enemies. This heroic adion flopped the 
fugitives; afhamed to foriake a king who 
ib bravely defended himfeif, his knights 
crowded rotind him, and, as if the prodigy 
they had beheld had giv^n them nevr powersi 
furioufly denewid the. ctimbfti> ind •repeUtd 
the vIAord. .•.,:'. - 

Join vUfe <t§i Hymben,' ^vAiO Ml Itept their 
poft, fawi Hh% Cottife-Peter of 'firitanny 
conr>ing| lirdta- Manfont*;* -hk fice tovtrtd 
tvith' bloody hefadirig:a fquadfbif in whkh both 
officers ahdfoldfcrs. were moftof then^ din- 
geroufly wounded, and purHied full fpetfd by 
the Turks. The <x)nftable and his fmall 
troop flew to their fupport, and robbed the 
enemy of their pri^c. Joinville invited the 
Comte de ^oifTohs, his kinfman, to ftay and 
guard the bridge with him, and prevent the 
mahomctans from taking the French in 
the rear. This brave knight accqjted the 
offer, and Hymbert, feeing them deter- 
mined to guard this important poft, went 
for a reinforcement. Peter de Neville, fur- 

- ' - named 
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Atrwd -©le^Qf * fjqpweA-l^eJmj ,mm} th^c throe 
i$«i|hlU>' ihw. JfWcas iiti the jefl-, and cor 
Miitig.lbfe.tto^el«fs. with tbfiit fbkWs, defoncU 
^rthfi.p^ ^ioft every Mteck^ . Two of 
ibq^ valiant gttirdfi of the jking, jw^wd Wit 
iJ»ii) ^'Booa and J<^n de Qomaches, kept 
hefot9 t&emt bor coiidd the Turks make 
thrni ^ retffiat a ftep. The arms of thefe 
geMro»8 varriors were ftuck with darts. 
Peter d6 Neville reeeivcd a blow on the 
head from a mace; Joinville was wounded 
by five javelins, and his borie by fifteen. 
WkSe thus expoied to a thoufand perils, 
the CoKQie de 6oiBbas» incapable of fear^ 
pleafiintly faid to Joinville, ** The hallooing 
^* cf this mob^ Sencfchal, is fine fport; 
*^ by god's quoif (it was his ufual oath) 
w^'U talk of this day in our ladies cbam- 
ber8«" . Gallantry we 'find alwa^rs accom- 
panied French valor. 

The conftable kept his word with the 
heroes of the bridge ; brought them fuccoijr 
toward the evening, and drove off the ene- 
my. They then joined the .king, who, as 
well as his foldiers, had fought all day, with- 
out eating. Night coming on, both armies 
retired. The Sieur de Chatillon commanded 

A a 3 the 
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the rear guards and part of the Trendi ar« 
my^ mafters of the Egyptian camp and tbeir 
war machines, there pafled the night. The 
other part, under the Duke of Burgun* 
dy, was encamped north of the canal. The 
Comte d'Artois and many a lord lofttfattr 
lives on this day, which had feen the taking 
of Manfoura, and the total defeat of the 
Egyptians, had the attack by the French been 
general, as the Arab writers themfelves con- 
fefs (c). But, unfortunately, the King's 
orders having been difrefpedted, the French 
were divided, and the addrefs of Bibars pre- 
vented them from reuniting. While guard- 
ing the bridge, Joinville fays he faw many 
a pretty gentleman flying, full fpeed, whom 
no calling could flop : but that C^uion de 
Malvoifm, with a company of knights, his 
kinfmen, and the Comte Peter of Britannyi 
returned glorioufly, and honourably, from 
Manfoura, where they had fignalized dieir 
courage. 

f^jM^crizi, vho hfis well defcrihtd the expedition 
of Louis, owns Manfoura were loft, and the Mahome- 
tans totally defeated, had the French attacked ifl « 
)}ody, and not \xf divifionst 

On 
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On the morning of that meai<)rable day^ 
they hajd flowa a pigeon, (d) from Man-j 
foura, to carry the news, to Grand ^Cairo, 
of the death of Facr Eddin, and the flight 
of the Egyptians* The letter fpread con-^ 
fternation, which the fugitives augment- 
ed: the gates of the city were open all 
night for their reception ; but, on the mor- 
row, another pigeon informed them of the 
fuccefs of Bibars, . and the Baharites. Glad* 
nefs fucceeded forrowy the citizens cgngratu- 
lated each other in 'the ilreeta, and public 
rejoicings were made. v , 

The enemy were armed by fun rifing, and 
made an irruption into the camp to regain theic 
machines from the French. The attack was 
on the fide guarded by Joinville, who, hear^ 
ing the cry, to arms, rofe ; but he and his 
foldiers were fo fliff with their wounds they^ 
could neither wear helmet nor cuirafs. They 

(d) This cuftom, which long fubfiftcd in the caft, 
is now loft ; though, not long fince, the merchants of 
Syria ufed thus to inform their correfpondents of the 
arrival of ihips at the port of Alexandria, whence, 
letting a pigeon fly, the news reached Aleppo in five 
or fix hours. The Caliphs had eftablifhed this rapid 
mode of intelligence from Cairo to Bagdad, 

Aa 4 marched* 



marched^ •hftwfeVer, to tlic enemy, who, hz^ 
f ing forced the van guaid^ were neat ieitmg 
their balifbe. The king fent a reinforce*' 
ment, under dc Chatillon, smd the Egyp-r 
tians were diiyen beyond the pallifades. 
Eight Turks, at feme diftance, well armed| 
mtrenched behind a mount of flones, and 
ftrftahicd by a body of cavalry, {hot their ran* 
doih arrows rnto the camp, and wounded many 
of rile foldlers, JoinviHe was refolved to 
ittack thfem, doting the liighr, and tfcftroy 
their intrenc*mcnt ; bttt' John dc VzSkf^ 
one of his priefts, had ^f% patience % he pnt 
on an iron helmet, and a coirafs^ and, taking 
a large fcyihitar under his arrti, walked to^ 
♦rard them. They paid little attention at 
the fight of a ftngle niati, and he infenflbly 
approached ; When near enough, he drew 
his fcymitari ran upon them, and, with his 
two handed itr-okcs, pnt all the eight to 
flight, which valorous adion fendered him 
famous throughout the army. 

Tooran Shah arrived, and the Sultana, 
whofe fruFtful genius had found rcfources, 
and held the reins of government in times fo 
di6icult, remitted them to the new Sultan,; 
y)ia p^mp tp M^nfourd, aopeared at the 

bca4 
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libftd of his tr€)op8, and Ihtf^eA them the 
coftt of mail of the Comte d'Artoie, afflrni- 
ing ft was that of the King. •* Bct^re 
*? ttittflalfHen, added he, the enemy have 
•* loft their chiefs redOufcSe your eflferts; 
^* they oantiot ' withftand your valour: let 
^ us .maftfe a general affault to^-morrow, force 
^ thiircampi and extertninate thefe Fi^iekiJbh 
^^ froin Iho earth/' The foldiers loudly 
applauded, '^ud prepared fo do their doty. 
Lottw, iitformed by feis'-^lpfes of the tncdi-^ 
laied iittadk, • tomnaatfdAd 'each >cMcf, at 
day-break, to difpofc his • 'baftlaii6ns> in 
good ordfer, behind the pallifade of dakes 
they had fixed to prevent the enemy's ca^ 
valry from penetrating the camp; which 
orders were obeyed. At fun-rifing, the 
Sultan w;as feen, on a (lately fteed, ranging 
his troops from the canal of Aqhmoun to 
the river, the cavalry in the van, the in-r 
fantry in the rear, and ftrengthcning hi« 
tines, in proportion to the enemies he had 
to face. His troops thus prepared, be did* 
played his colours, about noon, and founded 
the charge (a fearful and confufed noiie of 
drums and trumpets) and the Egyptian army 
^flailed Ap French on all fides. . The Comte 

d'Anjou, 



\ 
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d'AnjoUt at the front of the campt next 
Manibura^ was the firft attacked. The foot 
advancedt and, having thrown their greek- 
fire, the horie fucceeded, and, forcing a way 
with their fabres, entered the intrenchments. 
Moft of the French cavalry were dismounted 
at the battle of Manfoura» and the prince 
fought on foot with his foldiers. The num* 
ber of the enemy, their fuperiority as ca- 
valry, and the dreadful artificial fire they 
empbyed, threw his battalion into diibrder, 
and, fpite of his valour, he was in danger of 
being taken or killed. This news being 
brought the King, he flew to refcue his 
brother with what cavaliers he had, and 
penetrated fo far into the croud that his 
horfe's bridle was covered with the greek- 
fire, and himfelf in danger of being burnt. 
The Egyptians, however, could not ftand 
the fhock of the King and his generous 
knights, but retreated in diforder. 

Next the Comte d'Anjou were the cru- 
faders, commanded by Guy d'Ibelin, and 
Baldwin his brother, near whom was Walter 
de Chatillon, at the head of his fquadron. 
Thcfe two corps, full of brave knights, and 

eyceljent 
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excellent cavalry, repelled every aflault, and 
xemained firm, not receding a ftep^ 

William *de Sonnac; grand mafter of the 
Tcpaplars, having before loft mdft of his 
knights, fortified that part of the camp he . 
guarded ^ith a double pallifade, to which 
.the Egyptians fet fire, and, rufliing through 
the flames, afiailed him with fury* Thfc 
valorous Templars, though' covered 1^ with 
darts and arrows, formed * an ampenetrgble 
rampart, .and t^cir giseiii matter,' Whd had 
loft :an eye, at Manfoura, received ai wound 
-in the other of which he died. Joinvillc 
iiferts that behind the ground they occupied 
was a large fpace fo covered with' javelin"? 
as to hide the furface. ' 

Guion de Malvoifin, who commanded a bat- 
talion near the Templars, defended himfelf 
fo well that the enemy could gain no advan- 
tage I but the brave chief was near being 
x:onfumed> by the greek- fire, 

Comte William of Flanders arid his forces 
extended along the river: he boldly received 
the Egyptians, repelled them furioufly, put 
all to flight who oppofed him, and killed a 
great number. Walter-' de la Horgne here 

fignalized 
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iGgnalisBed hi« covrftge by high deeds of trins* 
The Cofnte de Poitiers was next: in order; 
but, hftvkig on]y infantryt his troops were 
broken, the caenp |)enetrated» nod the prioce 
icdzed. The women and butchers, ieeii^ 
Jbim kd prifoner^ began toiboiit, armed them- 
felves with lotcbets, feQ upoa the viQois, 
•drove them firom tiie entrenchments, and 
lecovered ^ king's brother. 

Jocerant de firancion, one of the moft 
valiaat knights in Ae French aany^ defended 
•that part of the- camp next ^e can^.: his 
jMdi^s were all on feot, he alone on horfer 
liack. The Araba, fevecal times^ broke his 
tv^, but the hrwc Bcancion^ with fabie in 
hand^ continually rallied his men and itepolied 
ihcxn. He and his foldiers^ however^ mud 
have &llen^ had not Henry de Bricnae, boat 
the Duke of Burgundy's camp> iwnoyed the 
enemy with his croTs^bow naen,. over the 
canal, every time they renewed thejattack. 
De firancion had been in iix-<and-tiiirty com- 
bats and battles, where he iiad always borne 
away the prize^ and on this day, not the 
rmoft inglorious of his life, received a great 
number of wounds of which he died. 

Night 
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' Night feparated the combatants^ ancU oq 
the raoiTOWy the King aSkfnhied his fiarcms to 
confide them for their loffirst and excite con« 
ftancy. ^' Gentlemen," iaidbd^ <^ kt us return 
<* Heaven thanks^ and take couri^ : we have 
^^ paiTed the canal, diiven the enemy from 
^^ dieir campy andy withoot cavalry, oppofed 
*^ the whole power of the Sultan/' Dir«« 
couraged by refiftance foobftinate» Touraa 
Shah, in. fad, defpamd of forcing the 
French camp^ and determined to ftarve 
thenu Their army was abundaittly fup«*< 
plied by the provifions coUedied at Dami« 
ecta, which were brought to them by the 
fmallifleet they had on the rlver^ and the 
Saltatt properly judged, that, could he cut 
off the communication between the camp 
and Damietta, he might conquer thoie by 
famine which he could not by foixre. Every, 
means accordingly were, employed i a great 
number of boats, was ^flfembled, unrigged, . 
tranQ>orted on the bax;kst q£ camels near the 
oanal of Mehftlla(^^y9 and concealed in a proper 
' '■•"'••"' place 

(e) We learn* from ^AbiiH^da- there were feveral 
t^ns and vitlages in Eg)rpt*ealled Mt?!fena; the place 
here meant Is thr«r 'leagues bdtiw Manfoferai -where • 
\ there 
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place for an ambufcade. The French fleet 
unfufpedingly was, as ufual, bringing pro^ 
vifions, when, approaching the ifle where 
the Sultan's gallies were hidden, the Egyp- 
tians faddenly appeared, ihrprized their eoe- 
mies, attacked them fiviouiiyi furrounded 
them, killed about a thoufand fbldiers, and 
took fifty large loaded boats* The Egyptians 
thus become mafteb of the river, there was 
no longer any oomm!unicatio}i between the 
camp and Damietta ; and fcarcity ibon fuc- 
ceeded, with difeafe, its dreadful attendant. 
The wounded, wanting nutriraentu perKhed, 
and the dead bodies, floating on the river 
and the canal, corrupted the air; a de- 
ilrudive epidemic malady ravaged the army, 
and few of thole vAu) were attacked efcsped 
death. Their fle(h dried on. their booes, 
their livid ikin was (potted blacks and their 

there is a Tniall canal, the mouth of which is hidden 
by an ifle, which feems t proper place for an ambuf- 
cade. In the edition of Joinville printed at theLouvR^ 
a note is cited, m which Macria^ mentions Mehalla, 
and they have erroneoufly fuppofed he meant MehaUa 
Kebira, capital of one of the provinces of the Delta, 
and fix leagues above Manfounu The French muft 
have had their pmvifions from Upper Egypt, could a 
fleet at this place have intercepted their convoy* 

gums 
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gums were fo prodigiouily fwelled they could 
take no food till the excrefcent fleih was cut 
away. All who underwent this operationfhriek* 
ed moft lamentably. Such was the condition 
of an army lately fo flouriHiing. The Arabian 
authors agree with Joinville in giving a 
terrifying defcription of the deplorable ftate 
of the French, encompafTed by enemies, and 
preyed on by all the horrors of famine and 
diieaie. 

. The remaining veHTels from Damietta, on 
the 7th of March 1250, made a new attempt 
to bring fuppJUes to the army, but were all 
t^ken, except one, belonging to the Comte 
of Flanders, which fo valiantly defended 
itielf that it forced its way to the camp, 
where it brought the news of the defeat of 
the two Actts, and the impoffibility of rc-i 
ceiving fuccour from Damietta while the 
gallies of the enemy fwarmed on the river« 
This added to the confternation and afflidtions 
of the French ; and Louis, after advifing 
with his Barons, refolvcd to retreat over a 
wooden bridge they had thrown acrofs the 
canal, and join the Duke of Burgundy. 
That the enemy might not profit by this 

motion, 
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motbn> X wall wisdiiownQpy feme diftance 
from the btidge^ behind which the troops 
filed off. The biaggagc went firft, then the 
Kiag and his corps; De Chatillon com^ 
manded the rear guard, and 'the vihole 
Egyptian arcny fell upon him; but their 
impettitofity was • repelled by the firmntft 
with which they were . received : oiemy 
however fuoceeded enemy, and a part of 
the army, preiTed between the wall and the 
canal's and afianlted with the greek^fire 
and javelins, was in the utmoft periU The 
valour of the Comte d' Anjott . faved them* 
and repulfed the Egyptians. Geoffrey de 
Mu0enbourg, who fought by bis fide, dif^ 
tinguifhed himf^^ by heroic deeds, and me- 
rited the palm of that day. 

The French, encamped bebmd the cand 
of Achmoun, were in fafety from the fword, 
but not from contagion and famine, to which 
Louis, as well as his foldiers, was ful^eded. 
The camp daily became a vail: cemetery, 
where death feleded his vidims. A truee 
now only could fave the remains of the army, 
and this was propoied to the Sultan : minis- 
ters were motuaily appoiated^ and the French 

king 
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kittg offered to reftorc Damietta, (f) bn con- 
dition that the knights of Jeruialem ihonld be 
reinftated in the places they had loft in Syria. 
The parties not agreeing^ the conferences 
were broken off, and the French had but one 
refburce^ which was to gain Damietta. It 
was determined to fly, on Tuefday night, the 

{f) The Crufaders attacked Damietta in the year 
1218, and took it, after a fiege of iixteen months. 
Sultan Meiek Elmakel retreated, ti?o days march from 
the city, and encamped at the angle formed by the 
canal of Achmoun and the Nile, where Manfoura was 
built* The Crufaders followed, and encamped on 
the oppofite bank, facing the Egyptians, who in- 
tercepted the communication between the European 
army and Damietta, and the latter offered to reftore the 
city, on condition Jerufalem, Afcalon, and Tiberius^ 
were ceded to them, which propofal was rejeded. The 
Sultan made a cut from the Nile, then at its greateft 
height, »and inundated the enemies camp, fo that they 
were np to the middle in water, and, had it not been 
for a caufeway, muft have been all drowned. Melel; 
then threw bridges over the canal of Achmoun, and 
fent troops, who feized the mound, and the Crufaders^ 
burning their tents^ and war machines^ would have 
returned to Damietta, but found 4t-impoffible. They 
then offered to reftore. the city, and peace was con- 
cluded, on that condition, in 1221. — Thus far Ma« 
crizi in his hiflory of the Arab dynaflies. Louis, en- 
camped in the fame place, offered the fame conditions, 
but was not equally fortunate. 

Vol. I. B b 5th 
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5th of A|)ril ; and the king commanded hU 
brothers and the engineers to cut the cablek 
which held the bridge orer the caogl of Ach« 
moun. When it was dark» the troops began 
to file ofF toward Damictta, and' thofe whom 
diieafe prevented from walking or riding 
defcended the river in boats, among whom 
was Joinville. Louis, though weakened by 
a dyfentery, would neither forfake his troops 
nor be the firft in flight; on the contrary, he 
kept with the rear-guard, commanded by de 
Chatilloni Gcoflfry de Sergines, of all his 
officers, was the only one who refufed to 
abandon him in this dangerous po(l« At 
day-break, the Egyptians perceiving the army 
had decamped, hotly purfued. Notwithftand^ 
xng the pofitive orders of the king, the bridge 
had not been deftroyed, but they pafled it ; 
and the cavalry, full gallop, came up with 
the French at Farefcoun The rear-guard 
was firft attacked, where GcofFry de Sergines 
moft intrepidly defended his king, admirably 
wielding his mace and fword, and repelling 
aflfailants. He led him into a hotife in the 
"Village, were fatigue arid difeaie made him 
faint in the arms of a tradefwoman of Paris; 
recovering, he had the confolation to learn 

that 
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that Tome five knights allembled round hU 
peribn^ defended him valiantly againft the 
Sultan's forces, fighting defperately at the 
entrance of the village, where the French, 
ii\fpired by the hope of faving a king they 
gdored, did v^ronders, and difputed for vic- 
tory, (g) Amidft the ,confli<ft, a traitor, 
named Marcel, called, with a loud voice, 
^* Knights, the king commands you to yield 1 
** let him not perifli by your obftinacy." 
Hearing this, they laid down their arms, and 
the king, his brothers, and the whole army, 
were taken prifoners. Walter de Chatillon 
had alone defended a ftreet againft a hoft of 
foes; completely armed, and well mounted, 
with a moft tremendous fword, as the Egyp- 
tians appeared, he flew to the rencounter, 
crying, Chatillon ! Knight ! Where are my 
brave men ? and vanquifliing thofe that faced 
him, turned about to attack the afiailants in 
the rear. After killing a great number of 

(g) The Arab authors agree with Joinville, the King, 
by flying firft, might have ^fcaped to Damietta, but, 
though this would have been moft prudent, the gene- 
rous prince refufed to Jeave fo many brave men expofed 
to the enemy, and his courage made choice of the moft 
dangerous poft* 

B b 2 enemies. 
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enemies, planted with arrows, exhaufted by 
fatigue^ he fell, and they cut off his head. 
The king and the prifoners were conduced to 
Manfoura, nor had thofe in the boats a better 
fate ; they fell into the enemy's hands, who 
forced fome of them into the river. Joinville 
efcaped death by a kind of miracle, being {o 
feeble he could fcarccly ftand upright. They 
were going to behead him, had not a generous 
Arab, pitying his fate, taken him in his arms» 
and exclaimed, with all his force. He is the 
king's couiin. This faved his life, and he^ 
with many more lords, were taken to Man- 
foura. Ralph de Wanon, who was in the 
fame boat, had been hamftrung in a former 
battle, and could not ftand : an old Arab had 
compaflion on him, and afGfted him in all the 
wants of nature. 

Touran Shah fent fifty robes to the king and 
his lords, who put them on, except Louis, 
who refufcd, haughtily, faying he was fove- 
reign of a kingdom as great as Egypt, and it 
was derogatory for him to appear cloathed in 
the robes of another monarch. The Sultan 
invited him to a banquet he had prepared^ 
but« equally inflexible, he let thtm underftand 
he perceived the Sultan's aim in this polite- 

nefs^ 



O N E G Y P T. 373 

nefs, and the defire he had to exhibit him 
to his army. 

Ten thoufand French were in chains. 
Their number embarrafled Touran Shah, 
and the barbarian, nightly, had four 
or five hundred taken from prifon, all of 
whom were beheaded, who refufed to em- 
brace Mahometanifm, by iSeif Eddin, the 
cruel minifter of his vengeance. Peter of 
Britanny was appointed to treat of the releafe 
of Louis and the prifoners. The Egyptians 
required them to reftore Damietta, and the 
places they held in Syria; the latter article 
was rejcfted. The Mahometans broke off 
the treaty, and, endeavouring ^to efFedt their 
purpofe by fear, fent armed men where the 
king and his brothers were guarded, who, 
flourifliing their fabres, threatened to ftriki oiF 
their heads. Finding thefe menaces ineffec- 
tual, and that nothing could induce a king 
whofe foul was fuperior to adverfity to com- . 
mit an ad of injuftice, the negociation was 
renewed. The Egyptians demanded 100,000 
befans (about 20,000 1.) and to have Damietta 
rcftored for the deliverance of the king and 
prifoners ; to which Louis confented, provided 
his queen (hould approve the treaty. The 
B b 3 Mahometans 
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Mahometans appearing furprized at this claufe, 
he added, the queen is my miftrefs, without 
whofc confent I will do nothing. Touran 
Shah, aftonifhcd the king fo readily (hould 
grant a fum fo confiderablc, wifhing to feem 
generous, declared he would remit a fifth part 
of the ranfom, and the parties agreed, and their 
oaths mutually exchanged, the Sultan com- 
manded then) to put the king and prifoners 
on board four great veffcls, and take them to 
Pamietta, 

While the articles were preparing, Joinville 
and feveral Lords, imprifoned in a diftant tent, 
faw a company of youth, armed with fcyme- 
tars, headed by an old man, entfr, whom, 
knowing the nightly executions, they fup- 
pofed the miniflers of death. The old maii 
afked them, in a grave voice, whether they 
believed God had died and rifen again for 
them. They anfwered in the affirmative. 
Then be not difcouraged, replied this grave , 
perfonage, remember your fulFerirfgs for him 
equal not what he fuffered for you, and if he 
had the power to rife from the dead he will 
deliver you when he (hall think fit. So fay-^^ 
ing .he retired, imprcffing their minds with 
gdopiiboKntf and reviving hope in their 

hearts. 
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hearts. Soon after they liarnt the treaty wa$ 
• concluded which reftored them to freedom. 
Touran Shah had brought with him, from 
Diar Bekir, fome half a hundred courtiers, 
who had gained his confidence ; and ^the be- 
ginning of his reign was fignalized by the 
degradation of his father's fervants, and thd 
rife of his favourites. The former hadTuc- 
cefEvcly arrived at their offices and dignities 
by real fervices, and were fuddenly ftripped, 
that thefe new intruders might occupy the 
moft important pofts. The grandees and 
officers of the army were difgufted at this^ 
injuftice;. but the bad policy of the Sultan 
Aid not flop here ; he was indebted for the 
▼iSory at Manfoura, and the defeat of the 
French, to the valour of the Baharites. Far 
from rewarding, and thus gaining the affec- 
tion of a corps Nejam Eddin had formed, 
formidable for its valour and power, he took 
their employments from them, and gave 
them to underfland they fhould be difbarided. 
Such imprudence did but excite their indig- 
nation : hate brooded in the heart, and venge- 
ance only waited for a pretext, which the 
Sultan foon gave them. During the negoci- 
ations, he had retired to Farefcour, the 
B b 4 theatre 



376 LETTERS 

theatre of his vidory, where a wooden tower 
was crcdted on the bank of the river, together 
with magnificent tents; and here he en- 
camped, waiting the reftoration of Damietta. 
Intoxicated by fuccefs and flattery, he in* 
dulged in debauchery, and every kind of 
voluptuoufnefs* Gold glides like water from 
the hands of fuch a king : his expences be-> 
came exceflive, and to fupply his pleafures, 
he demanded reftitutton of his father's trea- 
fures of the Sultana Chegeret Eddour^ with 
threats, if not immediately fatisfied. This 
ambitious wom^n faw the fall of herfelf or 
the tyrant inevitable, went to the chief of 
the Baharites, enumerated the fervices flie 
had rendered the ftate in its day of diftrefs, 
the efteem in which (he held that corps, and 
the ingratitude of Touran Shah, ending by 
imploring their protection againft a king who 
had vowed implacable hatred to the friends 
of Nejam Eddin. This was fufficient to 
rop^e the vengeance of the Baharites, to 
whiph they were but too much inclined. 
She vtras pfomif^d redrefs, and the death of 
the Sult^p fworn. The very fanje day, Bi- 
bars, having feduced his attendants, entered 
his tent| while he was at table, made ^ 

flroke 
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ftroke at him with a fabre^ which would 
have cloven his ikull ad he not parried 
it with his hand ; his fingers were cut offf 
and he haftily fled^ purfued by the aflaflinst 
into the towpr on the bank of the Nile^ 
and fliut the door. The French, then, 
proceeding to Damietta, having flopped at 
this place, were witnefles of a moft fhocking 
fceiie. The murderers, finding they could 
not gain admifiion, fet fire to the tower. In 
vain did Touran Shah cry he would abdicate 
the throne, and only require to return to 
Diar Bekir: they were deaf to his intcr- 
ce0ions and groans ; fqrrouitded by the flames, 
he leaped from the top of the tower, but, a 
nail catching his mantle, he remained fufp 
pended ; the barbarians fell upon him, hacked 
him with their fabres, and cad him ^ into 
th; river, near the boat in which Joinville 
was. This horrid tranfkdtion pafTed in fight 
of the Egyptian army, who made not a 
fingle effort to fave their king, fo highly 
were they irritated by his imprudence. Thus 
miferably perifhed the lafl Sultan of the fa- 
mily of the Ayoubites, eflabliihed in Egypt 
Jpy Salah Eddin. 

fyfttr the maiTacre the Sultana was de« 

clared 
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clarcd Queen ; the firft flavc who reigned over 
Egypt during the reign of the Arabs. Some 
iky (he was a Turk, others an Armenian ; flie 
had been bought by Nejcm Eddin whom 
(he fo captivated, that he never fufFered her 
to be from him, but took her to his wars. 
Money was coined in her name, and Emir 
A2ed Eddin Aibah, the Turcoman, was 
Darned Gencraliffimo fij. 

(i) The Sultana efpoufed him after fhe had reigned 
three months, and d-ivefted herfelf of fovereiga power 
in his favour. He was the firft Sultaii of the dynafly 
of Baharitcs. After reigning feven years, (be, per« 
ceiving he was tired of enjoying the title of King, 
only, while fhe had the authority, and that he was 
inclined to other amours, had him aflai&nated, though, 
to pleafe her, he had divorced a wife whom he loved. 
Nour Eddin» the fon of this unhappy wife, conceived 
9, vioUnt hatred againft the Sultana, bribed her women 
to murder her, and her corpfe, thrown naked into a 
ditch, remained three days unburied, but at laft was 
entombed in the fepulchre Ihe had prepared. Nour 
£ddln, the fecond B^Mnte Seiltaq, was aflaifinated in 
two years time, and fucceeded by Bibars, who reigned^ 
glorioufly, feventeen years. The laft of the Baharites 
who reigned in Egypt, Ifhref Hadge, voluntarily ab- 
dicated royalty. Barkouk, fucceeding him, began the 
dynafty of the Mamluks, or Circaffian flaves, who, 
under two-and-twenty kings, governed Egypt I2i 
years. Thoman Bey was the laft, whom Selim caufed 
to be hung under one of the gates of Cairo. 

The 
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The aflaffins entered the (hips that con- 
Uined the French prifoners, and he who 
had ended Touran Shah, with his hand ftill 
reeking with blood, faid to Louis, What 
wilt thou give me for having rid thee of 
thy enemy ? The king made no reply. Se- 
veral of thefe wretches leapt fabre in hand 
on board the galley where Joinville was and 
many Lords, and, flourifhing their weapons^ 
threatened to ftrike off their heads. The 
tragedy they had beheld had terrified thefe 
brave knights, and, not lefs pious than va-? 
liant, thinking all was over, fell on theif 
knees before a Trinitarian friar, and, all to- 
gether, began to confefs their fins. The croud 
being great, and the prieft unable to hear 
them all at once, Guy d'Ybelin, conftable 
of Cyprus, confeflfed to Joinville, who re- 
plied with admirable naivete. According to 
the power God has given me I give thee 
abfolution. Bayard, thus, the knight, with- 
out fear or reproach, mortally wounded, con- 
fefied himfelf under an oak to his iquire« 
Thefe Lords, however, were only thrown 
pell-mell into the hold, where, difeafed as 
they were, they pafled a miferable night, in 
cxpedation of an end more miferable ; for 
thpy firmly believed they were only to be 

releafed 
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releafed from their dungeon to be put to 
death. Abou AH being named to treat 
with the King of France, after many debates 
they renewed their former agreement, and it 
was flipulated that, before leaving the Nile, 
Louis (hould pay eight hundred pounds to- 
wards the raniom, evacuate Damietta, and 
difcharge the remaining fum in the city of 
St. John d'Acre. Oaths were mutually ex- 
changed, and the French Lords taken from 
their captivity, and, once more, allowed to 
hope their misfortunes would have an end. 

The difgrace of the King and army reached 
the Queen, and overwhelmed her with af- 
fiidtion. She was pregnant, and the news 
was brought three days before delivery. Her 
terrified fancy pidured the enemy at the 
gates of Damietta, where fhe had been left. 
She faw them enter the city with fire and 
fword, and her agitations became fo violent 
that it was thought fhe would have expired. 
A knight, eighty years of age, who devoted 
himfelf to her fervice, left her neither day 
nor night. The wretched Queen ftarted in 
her flecp, imagining the barbarians were 
forcing her apartment, and the old knight, 
who held her hand while flie flept, clafping 
it, then faid. Fear nothing, Madam^ you. 

are 
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are fafe. She had not flept a moment, again, 
before ihe awoke, fhrieklng, and he again 
endeavoured to appeafe her fears. That flic 
might rid herfclf of thcfe dreadful ideas, 
the queen commanded all to leave her cham- 
ber, except her guardian; then, falling on 
her knees to him, flie faid, ** Promife me, 
•* knight, to grant the favour I fliall re- 
*' queft,*' he promifed, and flie continued, 
** I conjur? you, ' by the faith you have 
*^ fworn, fhould the Saracens take the city, 
** you will cut off my head before I fall 
*« into their hands." " Madam," replied 
the knight, ** this, be certain, I fliall wil- 
" lingly perform ; I had indeed thought on 
f* the fubjedt, and was refolved rather to 
" take your life than fufFer them to feize 
•* your perfon." This promife gave tran- 
quillity to the Queen, and the day after 
this aiFedting fcene flie was delivered of a 
fon, named John Triftah, (the forrowful) 
alluding to the unhappy times in which he 
was born. The fame day they informed 
her the Genoefe, the Pifans, who were in 
the pay of France, and the townfmen, in- 
tended to fly from Damietta. She fent for 
the principal of them to her bcdfide, and, 

weeping. 
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weeping, faid, ^^ For the love of God, gen^ 
<' tlemen, do not abandon the city ; it will 
*^ be the deftrudion of the King and the 
*^ whole army ; have pity on the infant you 
•' fee lying befide me/' They replied^ they 
mud die of hunger; and fhe, immediately, 
ordered all the provifions in the city to be 
purchafed and fent them, faying they (hould 
be maintained at the King's expence. Thus 
(he faved Damietta, the lad refource of the 
French. 

The ihips in which Louis and the other 
prifoners were, being come near the bridge 
of Damietta, the King fent for the Queen 
and Princefles on board. On the appointed 
day, air the French quitted the city, and em- 
barked in various Ihips, and the Egyptians 
with them, who, being drunk, inhumanly 
killed the fick whom their treaty obliged 
them to take care of till they came to St. 
John d'Acre. This by no means befpokc up- 
right intentions, on their part, and, in fad, 
a violent difpute had arifen among them- 
ielves; the one part infixing on murdering 
the King, and all the prifoners, and the 
other in keeping their ftipulations; ad- 
ding, that iliould the Egyptians thus vio- 
late 
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late their oaths they would be held the moil 
infamous people on earth. The conteft in* 
creafed, and they yere a whole day in doubt* 
Mean time the veflels in which the unhappy 
captives were had been fent a league above 
Damietta, nor were they left ignorant that 
they were intended to be maifacred. At laft, 
Aibah, the Turcoman, hoping to divide the 
remainder of the ranfom which was to be 
paid at St. John d'Acre with the Baharites, 
(k) drew his fabre, and fwore he never would 
fufFer the faith of treaties thus to be violated. 
This terminated the difference, and they 
agreed to reftore ^ the French to freedom. 
While the Egyptians meditated this abomi- 
nable a<9:, the King was in high wrath againft 
a Lord, who told him, that, in paying the 
promifed fum, they had been wronged of four 
hundred pounds, which the king ordered to 
be reftored them, although they had already 
failed in a part of their engagements. At 

(k) According to the Arab hiftorians, the fear, only, 
of lofing the ranfom prefenred the ICihg and all the 
prifoners : the barbarians, who fo lately had drenched 
their hands in the bipod of their Sultan, would not 
have fpared one of their enemies, had not their intcreft 
•ppofed their cruelty. 

length. 
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length, every thing being fettled, the feiflg, 
fais brothers, and Queen, embarked for Su 
John d'Acre, in 1250, eleven months and 
fome days after the taking of that city. 

Gemel Eddin, an Arab hiftorian, gives the 
following portrait of Louis. '* The King 
*« poffcffed a fine pcrfon, underftanding, for* 
*• titude, and religion. His good qualities 
*• attraAed the veneration of the Chriftians, 
*• who had great confidence in him : he might 
** have efcaped from the Egyptians by flight, 
•* either on horfcback or in a boat, but the 
•* generous king never would abandon his 
« army." 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

This work was publifhed at two different times, and 
in three volumes, the firft of which ended here, except 
a ihort letter, expreifive of the author's hopes and fears 
concerning the fuccefs of his work. This is omitted, as 
likewife is the beginning of the next letter, being only 
a (hort complimentary introdudion to the (econd vo- 
lume, neither neceflary nor interefting, which might 
confufe, but could not inform the reader. An interval 
of fome months elapfed between writing of this and the 
following letter, during which the author returned to 
Grand Cairo. T. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVt 

From Old Cairo to Tamieb: Leave Fojiat 
in the month of November, the Mofque 
Atar Ennahv defcribed, and reJleSfioni 
on the pilgrimages made thither. State 
- 'of the plain of Egypt at tiiis feafon\)fthk 
year: domparifons between the pyramidr, 
the tomb of Mau/oletis, and the Moral of 
Otaheite. l^etails on the plain of Mummies, 
the flints of Egypt and the Dacbhour or 
Acantbos. Arrival at Tamieh in the pro^- 
vince ofFayoum. 

A • 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo* 

TT is now November^ and the favourable 
feafon to vifit the Said (a) ; the heat i$ 
temperate^ and the flooded canals permit , us 
to vifit the inland country by water. Em- 
bark we, therefore, on this, river, which, with 
its multiplied branches^ for the ipace of t\vo 

a J All Upper Egypt from Old Cairo to Affoiian, or 
Syene, is called Said by the Arabs. ' ^ 

Vol. I. C c hundred 
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hundred leagues, fertilizes that valley where 
the wife and the great have, for three thou* 
land year9i gone to admire the ruins of a peo- 
ple who exerted every faculty to make their 
worlcs immortal. 

We leave Old Cairo, the north wmd drives 
us rapidly againfl: the current, the waters have 
receded from the hills^ but the low parts are 
ibtt inondated, though the majeftic Nile, 
fileotly, and gently, keeps retiriqg^ venlure 
and htrveft fbUow his footdeps^ and in- 
ceflaatly ipring where he fo lately trod. 
Here cucumbers and water melons are plant- 
ed, and there the plough lightly furrows the 
furface, eafily drawn by oxen, trader the care 
of a iingle man. Dourra and corn already 
Cover the high lands. 

Wc are now pafling Jcziret Dahab, the 
golden ifle, a meadow abounding in cattle, 
on which IS a fmall village. On our left 
we leave the grand moique Atar Ennabi, built 
&n the bank of the rivtr, much frequented 
by the Inhiibitants of Caitt), and the objcQt 
of a famous pHgrimage. It contains a Aoiie 
0ti which the MuiTulmen be&evc the marks 
of the feet of Mahomet are impreflbd; for 
this reaiba they call h Atur Baaabi, the 
** veftige 
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vefttge c^ the prophet* The officiating Shdk 
takes care to encourage this pious fdith^ and 
to publish the miracks performed ; for^ as his 
weidth wholly centers in this reiic^ he pets 
ferves it as a thing moft precious, and covers 
it with a fumptttous veil, which he tifts up 
for devbtees, from whom he eicpt&s k fmall 
prefent* The fdlloWiAg account I had from 
a Lady of Cairo, the wife of a French mer« 
chant (ij, who has lived forlf yttari in 

Egypt. 

'V I had ofteh heard of Atdr Eniiabl, and 

*^ its miracles ; .and was deiirous to (be this 

*^ famous ftone. My drefs, exadly rc&ii». 

^* bling that of the Turkifh wom^n^ inz6t 

** me fuppofed one of them j and .1 went to 

^^ the mofque at an hour when theoe were 

'^ fiot miny people^ I requefted die Shdik to 

*^ fliew.me the rdic^ and two Tuikiih w^ 

** men, of consequence, entering at the fame 

/' time, teftified the like deiire. He uiK:overed 

^^ it, and, after burning fomt rich perfunnes, 

^* and reciting p&£&ges from thi Coraii, 

^* Cdd^ Behold that facred mark ! Wonder 

- (b) M. Maynard, whofe probity and knowledge have 
gained hifn the cftecm of the French, Copts, I'urks, 
and Arabs. 

C C 2 ** at 
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.«* at the footftep of the grcateft of propheM, 
•' of Mahomet ! The Turkifti^ women rc- 
^' peated, with enthufiafm, yes, it is indeed 
" the footftep of Mahomet, the greatcft of 
'* prophets ! For my own part, I affure you, 
" notwithftanding the moft fcrupulous at- 
•^ tention, I faw nothing but a fmooth ftonc, 
•* well perfumed, on which I could difcover 
^' neither traces of a foot nor any thing fimi- 
•« lar." How ftrangc is the credjility of 
man, which enflaves his reafon, and makes 
him fee, feel, and hear what never exift- 
ed! Thus,-M. Tournefort, being prefcnt 
when a tomb was opened in one of the 
Archipelago ifles, in which the people were 
convinced they ibould find a Vampyre, faw 
only a livid corpfe, half worm*eaten ; wh3e 
the Greeks perceived an entire body of pure 
fiefh and blood, which, according to them, 
had not the leaft offeniive fmelL 

Norden, in his delightful views of. Egypt, 
has well depifikcd the mofquc of Atar En- 
jnabi and its environs, but was deceived in 
placing Memphis at Giza, though he ought 
not to be therefore reproached, for he him- 
fdf confeiles he doubts this was not the real 
fcite of that ancient city, which I imagine I 
' » have 
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have perfcftly determined, in thepreceding^let- 
ters; nor fliould I again have mentioned that 
error, into which feveral travellers have fallen, 
did I not fear others might like wife be de- 
ceived: Thus miflcd, the learned Jablonlki, 
(c) vainly, has employed ill his fagacity to 
difcover what he fuppofed to be truth. 
• At fome diftance from Atar Ennabi, a fixiall 
village is feen, through the tufted date trees, 
where the Turks have a mofque, and the Copts 
a convent, named Der Ettin, themonaftery of 
the figs ; no doubt, becaufe this fruit is there 
abundant. There are two fpecies ; the firft 
grows on the very branches of thefycamore, but 
is dry, and little efteemed ; the latter, the fame 
that is cultivated in France, is juicy, fweet,' 
and of an exquifite flavour. On the eaftem 
bank are villages, built on the top of artifi- 
cial mounts, to which the men and cattle 
retire during the inundation. Lucerne, fowa 
as the Nile withdraws its waters, already 
forms a verdant zone around thefe fmall ifles. 
Wandering • Arab tribes have pitched their 
tents on the fide of fandy hills, to profit 

(c) This falfe pofition of Memphis induced him, affo, 
to affirm the temple 6( Serapis was erefted in thd ifle' 
q( Raouda, which is another error. 

Cc 3 by 
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by the river, and purchafed, during fome 
months, the right to fend their cattle to 
graze in meadows which they forfake, when 
the pafturage fails. Martyrs to that liberty 
iJbey paifionately love^ thefe unconquerable 
people prefer the horrors of the defert to 
all the advantages of fociety^ fly the very 
i^iadow of flavery, and, ever on their guard 
s(gain{l tyranny, on the leaft dif&tisfa<5tionji 
^rike their tents, pack them upon their ca* 
Qielsi ravage the open country, and, ladei) 
^ith booty, hide themfelves among burning 
iiadst i^hither they cannot be purfued, and 
^hicb they only dare inhabit* Thcfcourge 
<2jf f^^ptj^ wRich they regard as their patri- 
mQny,^ they are the irreconcilable enemies of 
^ T^rkS| who fear and abhor them (e). 

I^afiing the village of Bouiir, we are oppo^ 
l^te tb9 grai^d pyramids, which riie Ax 
l^uodred perpendicular feet high, and, as 
^r boat follows the windings of the river^ 
^jb^r lumipits defcribe fegments of circles in 
^ hpriwn. With what majefty do thefe 
9)0unta^fi pf man rife to the regions of air } 

f«) This hatred gave birth to the French expreflion, 
Xf^iUy ^Ifu^un deTur€ a Mkre: that Is to fay* witl^ 
the n^ur of a Turk towards aa Arab* 

Awful 
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Awf«l w their age, how of tee hM the rifing 
fun enlightened tbcoi, fcorched their burning 
fides at noon, and gilded them as he fet. 
During how many ages have they, keeping 
pace with the inconceivabJy fwift motion of 
the earth, annually encircled thia grand lu- 
minary ! Man then has conitru^ed durable 
edifices, and thefe edifices are tombs ! Some 
authors, imagining the damage occasioned by 
violently opening the grand pyramid was the 
e0e£t of time, have calculated how many 
ages they may ftill endure ; but, the princi- 
ple being falfe, they are infinitely Abort of 
the truth. To me it feems impoflible to fay 
when they (hall ceafe to be. Thoufands of 
ages hence, if undifturbed by any grand re- 
volution in the earth, travellers, from en- 
lightened nations, (hall go to admire thcfe 
vaft monuments, and fay Europe fcarcdy 
had a few favagcs fcattered oyer her &refts 
when a learned nation erected thefe fuperb 
maufoleums^ toward the four cardinal points 
of heaven, as monuments of ita piety, and 
agronomical knowledge I 

Metons, peculiar to Egypt, named Abd 

Hellaoui, theAaveofmildnefs, ar( cultivated 

in the neighbouring villages : Bfm ana brit* 

C c 4 tie. 
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tie, like the apple, though teft fwcct than 
other melons, they are preferred, becaufe, 
during the heats, they are very agreeable, 
nutritive, and healthy. Here, alfo, is a fpe- 
cies of lettuce, with large, fmooJh, and high 
leaves, much eftecmed : whole fields are co- 
vered with them, being eaten in prodigious 
quantities, and their feed ufed to make oil. 
Hamlets are feen on the right and left, as 
^ we advance, whofe inhabitants are tilling 
the land, which, in four months, will yield 
- them abundant returns. The village of Ha- 
. louan appears on the eaftern bank, furround<» 
cd by date- trees, where the Mekias was 
.when the Arabs conquered Egypt. Mem- 
phis ftopd on the oppoiite (hore, where, pre- 
fer ving its name, the village of Menph now 
t-ilands'. Strabo, Pliny, and Abulfeda have 
' defcribed its ruins, and put this beyond doubt. 
Here, ftill, are heaps of rubbish ; but the co- 
'lumns and remarkable flones the Arabs have 
tranfported to Cairo, and placed them, with- 
out *t|^fte. or order, in their buildings and 
inofques, This city extended almoft to Sac- 
cara, and was nearly furrounded by lakes, 
which ftill in part fubfift; thefe were crof- 
fed to bear the 4^4 to th? fepulchres of their 

fathers, 
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fathers. Their tombs, dug in the rock, and 
jclofed by a ftone of proportionate fize, were 
covered with fand ; and.thefe bodies, embalm- 
ed with fuch care, preferved with fo much 
refped, the inhabitants of Saccara drag from 
their reding place, and, {hamelefs, fell them 
to foreigners. This is the plain of mummies; 
and here is the well of birds, which is de^ 
fcended by the aid of a rope : it leads into 
fubterranean galleries, filled with earthem 
veflels, which contain the facred birds. They 
are feldom found whole, becaufe the Arabs 
break them to fearth for idols of gold. They 
never take travellers to the places where they 
have found the moft precious things, but 
carefully clofe them, and have fecret pafla'ges, 
by \#hiGli they defcend. The duke de Chaul- 
nes,. when travelling in Egypt, penetrated far 
into theie labyrinths; fometimes on his 
knees, and, at others, crawling. Preinftrudked, 
by the Honorable Wortley Montague, he care- 
fully vifited Egypt, and came to one of thefe 
pafla'ges, which was clofed, a't the entrance, 
by branches of the date-^tree, interwoven, and 
covered with fand, where he obferved hiero- 
glyphics, in relief, executed with the utmoft 
pcrfedion : but his offers could not prevail 

on 
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on tbcm either to let hirq take ca(U or 
drawingSf of the figqrcs (f). The Dufcc 
thinks thefe hieroglyphics, fo highly iinifbed 
as to give a pcrfcfa image of the obje<fts they 
reprefent» might become a key to thoie the 
fimple outlines of which are only traced^ 
and form a kind of alphabet^ to that unin* 
telligible tongue. Be this as it may» I (hall 
propofe means» in a letter on that fubjed, tp 
attempt the explanation of thef« myfterious 
charaderSt and read> on Egyptian monu- 
mentSf the mofl ancient biftory of the world* 
Along the mountains which bound Sac«* 
cara, on the weft^ are feveral pyramids^ Uie 
largeft of which feem as high as thoie of 
Giza. Indulge me in fome refledions^ which 
obtrude themfelves upon my mind^ at the 
fight of edifices that attrad and fix my at* 
tention. Did thefe maufoleums originate in 
the pride of the Pharaohs i and muft we at- 
tribute their condrudtion to vanity ? £o 
various writers have thought. But leave we 
an opinion, which has no origin in the hu« 
man heart Kings build not palaces to in* 
habit when dead. A more imperious fen*^ 

(f) Mcmoire fur les hicroglyphcs du puits de Saccara, 
par M. Ic Due dc Chaulncs. 

fation^ 
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fetion^ a fesr of the future^ a perfuafion of 
vrbat muft ht^pften after life, induce^ theiQ 
to raife thcfe njagnificcnt tombs (g). Rcli- 
gvm taught chem tbat^ fo long as their bodies 
were preferved from corruption, their feals 
would not forfake them ; and that, in three 
thovifapd years, they ihould be reftored to 
lif?. ThU belief occafioned them to raife 
t^uildings which the genius of the greateli 
Vch4tc(Ss endeavoured to render inacceffible % 
the pyramidal form was given them, as the 
mpft durable ; which form, alfo, referred 
to their wor(h]p, by rendering homage to 
the fup, whofe rays it imitated (b). If fo, 
here is a manifefl: proof this ancient people 
believed the immortality of the foul. Kings, 
now, as heretofore, are well fatisfied with 

(g) Herodotus, Euterpe. 

{h) Pliny, lib. 36, fays the obelilks were confecrated 
to the fun, whofe rays they reprefent^d, as their Egyp- 
tian name indicated ; for they, as well as the pyramids, 
were, in Egyptian, named Pyre^muOy Sun^s rays. Vide 
Jablo^iki, torn* IIL The Greeks firft gave them the 
name of obelifks ; leaving to the pyramids that of Pyra^ 
miSy from Hu^, fire \ in which they have prefcrvcd the 
ancient etymology. Obelifks were firft confecrated to 
the fun, becaufe, by their (hadows, they knew the hour 
of the day. 

this 
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this world: for them flowers and harvefts 
fpring; all Nature fmiles upon them; and, 
had they the faith of the Egyptian mo- 
narchs, we fhould behold them produce mi- 
racks, by which they would endeaTour to 
afcertain their return to earth. The religion 
of Egypt pafled into Greece, and Artemifia 
built a maufoleum for her hufband, in the 
pyramidal form, which rofe one of the (even 
wonders of the world. This fuppofition of 
an immortal foul, found among iflanders, /e- 
parated from every enlightened nation by 
immenfe feas, has produced a monument 
which may well furprize us. The people 
of Otaheite, unafliiled by metal tools, have 
eut ilones, exceedingly hard, and* formed a 
pyramid, where the body of Oberea, their 
queen, repofes. Round this morrai, her 
relations and friends, with religious retro* 
fpea, (hcd pious tears, and the fpirit of 
Oberea finds confolation, at beholding their 
grief and affedlion (i). 

Let us leave the gloomy deferts of Saccara, 
where we walk upon graves, thofe high py- 
ramids, which infpire melancholy contem-' 

{%) Hawkcfworth's Voyages, Vol. II. page i66. 

plationt 
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pladon, and the lake, over which theybord 
the dead» that brings the fable of Charon to 
recolledion. We. are once more in our 
boat ! . With what pleafure does the. fight, 
fatigued- by the glittering fcorched fand, dwell 
on verdant profpedls, the pure Iky, the ma- 
jeftic. river, and fields which every inftant 
prefent new fources of plenty. Having en- 
dured the fearful piduce of fterility, what 
an inexpreflible charm is it to view the fe- 
cundity of Nature, who waits the man, ex- 
piring in the deftrt he traverfes, to impart 
fudden delight, and a new fource of life. 

We are feven leagues above Old Cairo; 
and here the Nile, impeded by rocks to the 
caft, ran weftward, and watered the fands of 
Libya. According to Herodotus, (k) one 
of the Pharaohs raifed a mound, and turned 
its courfe between^ the mountains, forcing it 
to empty itfelf into the bay that then over- 
flowed all the Delt^, and thus gave birth 
to that, celebrated ifland, which flowly en- 
croaches upon the Mediterranean. The an- 
cient bed, which the Arabs call Babr tela 
ma, afea without water, may ftill be traced: 

Ik) See Letter I. 

it 
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vaft country^ the low^ fields of whicl) are 
watered and fertilixedj at this feafbn of the 
year, by rivulets; Thefc vallies are^novr 
covered with corn, dourra, and* verdure: 
fbme months hence, the Nile having quit- 
ted them, they will become adcfert. At 
the far end of this plain is the village of 
Tamich, to which a canal is cut. 

We now, Sir^ enter the fertile province of 
Arfinoe, at prefent Fayoum ; the country of 
wonders, where are the labyrinth, and its 
twelve palaces 3 the lake Moeris, and its py- 
ramids. After tranfcribing the ancients, I 
will add an exadt defcription of the prefent 
flate of thefe places, the monuments and 
ruins that ilill remain, and leave you. Sir, 
to conjedure what they once were. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

The iopbgrapby of the province ofFayoum: en^ 
quiries concerning its monuments, the pofition 
of wbicb is afcertained by the ancients, and 
the remftining ruins: /cite of the labyrinth, 
confirmed by Herodotus, Pliny, Diodorus, 
Ptolemy, and the remains of Balad Caroun, 
and Cafr Caroun : defcription of this won" 
derful place, with reJleStions on the fubjeSt: 
details on the lake Mceris : its extent, hi- 
therto uncertain, determined bj quotations 
beforetime ufedfor a purpofe the very re^ 
verfe : its confruEHon, canals, and Jluices 
fully dif played*, with its prefent circumfe^ 
rence. 

To.M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

H^GYPT contains no monuments which 
more have excited enquiries and dlfputes^ 
among the learned^ than the lake Mceris, 
and the labyrinth ; which, as I have faid, 
this province contains. The extent of the 
one and the fcite of the other have, by turns. 
Vol. L D d been 



^Z L E T T E it S 

been contcftcd. Geographers, to conciliate 
all parties, have created two labyrinths^;// 
Some writers have allowed ^e lake Mceris 
an immenfc circumference f'oj : Others, 
placing it in fairy hndffj, have employ- 
ed the charms of wit to ridicule the cre- 
dulity of hiflorian^. Thefe contradidions 
have darkened the clouds of incertainty, and 
concealed truth. Let us endeavour to ^nd 
her, by citing the ancients, who Cxncti^cs 
have been falfely interpjeted, by carefully 
following Strabo, who has exadly defcrlM 
what he, like an enlightened traveller, vi- 
fited ^ and^ particularly, by a faithful ac- 
count of thofe remaining monuments be 
mentions. *' Quitting Acanthos {"jj wc leave 
*^ toward Arabia, Aphroditopolis, frj where 
•' the facred white ox is kept/' (The village 
Atfih, according to the moft learned geo- 
graphers, fsj is the place where the city of 

(nj D'AnviJle, Memoires fur VEgyptc. 
(9 J Rollia Hift. ancieaii^. Bofluet, dif. bit Y1X&* 
Univ. 

(p) Voltaire. 
(q) Strabo, lib. 17. 
(r) The City of Venus. 

(s) PtqleiD7, lib. 4* D*Aaville, Mem. furTIigypt*. 
Pococke. 

VCDUS 
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Venus flood.) ** Beyond the Nile is the 
♦* Heracleotic prcf«aurc, fituate in a large 
<< ifland/* The two canals, cut from the 
river to the lake, the one from the village of 
Bouch, and the other palling near Tamieh, 
form this ifland. The remarkable ruins 
found near Baj^mout feem to indicate- the 
fcitc of Heraclea (t)i the capital of that 
province. Here are two ruinous pyramids 
which contain only a few layers of ftones. 
Strabo continues) ^* Near Heraclea a ca'nal 
'' runs, which^ dividing into two branches^ 
'* includes a fmall ifland^ and traverfes the 
** prefe£tare of Arfinoc, the fincft and richeft 
** in Egypt.'* If we follow this ancient geo- 
grapher on the map, we (hall find thefe 
places have fuffered little change, and (hall 
be conduced diredly to Favoom, thecapi-^ 
tal of all this country; a modern town, 
though a league north-eaft of iti walls are 
hills of ruins, in whiph we difcover vcfHges 
of Arlinoe (u). The Arabs colled the fands 

(t) Named the great, to diftinguifh it from another 
city of Hercules, in Lower Xgypt, near Canopus. 

(uj The ancient Crocodilopolis, where the facred 
crocodiles were kept. The Greeks, having conquered 
^SXP^i called it Arfinoe. 

042 from 
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from* thefe ruins^ and Mt them^ ta find 
feals andxnedals. At fome diftance an obe* 
liflc reAs on its pedefUU . the ibie ibbnu'ment 
which has braved the injuries of time^ and 
the ravages of barbarians, twenty- two. feet in 
circumference, at ^he baJib, and about fifty 
high. Irs fides abouml in hieroglyphics, di^ 
vided into columns, and frequently defaced : 
its corners are broken, and the fine block of 
granite of which it is formed is damaged to 
about one half of its height. Strabo forfakes 
us here, to ^efcribe the lake. Moeris, not. far 
from Arfinoe, apd the labyrinth on its bor- 
ders ^ he does not precifely mark the fcite, 
but Herodotus and Ptolemy do', and fix it on 
the Libyan fide, near the banks of the lake 
(xj. Let us continue our route. 

Quitting Fayoum, and proceeding weft- 
ward, we crofs the grand canal Bahr You- 
feph, the river of Jofeph.; In the village of 
Nefle, lying to the left, are no traqes. of an- 
tiquity. After a journey of two hours, north- 
weft, a fandy and fterile plain is found } and, 
prefently, mountains of ruins are difcovered, 
nearly a league in extent. The firft heap 

Cx) Herodotus, lib. 2. Ptolemy, lib* 4. 

. . the 
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the Arabs call Balad Caroun, the village or 
town of Garodn ; the fecond . Cafr Caroun, 
the palace of Caroun (y). In the fj^ace be- 
tween, enormous ftones are every where (bat- 
tered; but the moft remarkable remains are 
at the extremities. Amidft the ruins of Cafr 
Caroun is a large building, feveral apartments 
of which ftill are ftanding, and full of the 
ihafts of columns; round it is a portico^ half 
demoli(hed ; and 'ftairs are found, by fome 
of which they afcended to the upper fto- 
ries, and by others defcended to thofe under 
ground. The attention is particularly fixed 
by feveral jnarrow, low, and very long cells,' 
which Jeem to have had no other ufe than 

{y) The Arab hiftorians defcribe Caroun as a very 
powerful man, and fay he could load feveral camels 
with the k^ys of the apartments* that contained his trea- 
fures, from which unanimous afTertionwe miy 'collect: 
a truth. In Egypt, perhaps, the word Caroun figni- 
fied an employment with which the boatman was ho- 
noured who ferried the bodies of the Kings over the 
lake Moeris, to depofit them in the labyrinth of which 
he was guardian, and, doubtlefs, the fame title apper- 
tained to him who performed the faihe office for the inha- 
bitants of Memphis over that lake. Suppofing this 
conjefture true, we fljall here find the origin of the 
Grecian Charon^ and the reafon of the Arabs calling 
thefe ruins the palace of Caroun. 

D d 3 that 
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that of containing the bodies of the facred 
crocodiles^ brought hither from Crocodik>« 
polis, where the priefts kept, and the peo{de 
adored, them. ' Theie remains, lying towards 
Libya, a league from Bir^uet Caroun, for* 
mcrly the lake Moeris, can only correfpond 
with the labyrinth, to which the zndtnts fzj 
aicribe this fcite, and do not notice any city 
fo fltuated. Let us read the defcnpticm of 
this famous place, now, in part, coFered fay 
iknds, in Herodotus, that we may form ib juft 
idea of it. . 

^* The twelve kings, faj deded by the 
^^ Egyptians, built the labyrinth, on the 
** bank of the lake Mceris, on ibc fame 
" iidc with the city of the crocodiles, which 
^^ appears to me to furpafs all that fame has 
^' faid. If we cxamipe the conftrudion of 
*^ the walls, and the nature of the labour, 
^^ we fhall find it impoffiblq to eftimate the 
*' immenfe coft of this building. The tern- 
^* pie of Ephefus is one of the wonders of 

fzj Strabo, lib. 17. Herodotus, lib. 2. Ptolemy, 
lib. 4. All agree in placing the labyrinth beyond the 
city of Arfinoe, toward Libja, and on the bank of the 
lake Moeris, which is the precife fituation pf thefe ruins. 

(a) Herodotus, lib. !• 
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** the world, as is that in the Jfic of Samoa. 
^^ Each pyramid, fingly, equals, in grandeur, 
** the numerous and great works of Greece ; 
'^ yet thefc, however magnificent, may not be 
*' compared to the labyrinth ^ij. A roof of 
«• vaft extent covers the twelve palaces i en- 
^' trance is found through twelve doors, fix 
^* facing the north and fix the foxrth. They 
*^ are cnclofed by a thick and extcnfive wall : 
*^ the whole edifice confifts of two ftories, 
** the one above the other under ground, 
'' and each contains fifteen hundred apart- 
•* ments. I vifited the firft, and relate what 
^* I have feen ^ as to the fecond, the keepers 
•* Would not fuffcr me to defcertd, faying, 
•• the bodies of the kings, who bulk fhem, 
^' and thofe of the facred crocodiles were 
•' there preferved ; of tftiefe, therefore, t 
♦* can only relate v^haf I hate been told. 
^* Human induftry has difplayed all its pow- 
** ers in the diftribution of the upper fto- 
•* ry. The porticos, the paffages, from 

(b) Recoiled, Sir, a Greek isrfpeaking who read kit 
hiftory at the Olympic games, where he was crowned 
by the moft enlightened judges of his age. 

D d 4 ** halls 
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" halls to chambers, from chambers to par 
" binets, from cabinets to terraces, and froni 
*' terraces into other apartments, form wind- 
•' ings fo numerous, and fo different, I was 
*' never weary of admiring the art with 
*' which they had been conftruded. Walls, 
** roofs, all are of ftone 5 / various ^gures, 
" artfully fculptured, are feen, here and there. 
*' Round the halls are ftatcly columns, 
** moftly pf white marble. A.py^^™!^> ^^^^ 
'^ of its fides two hundred and fifty feet in 
** wifith, and through which is the defcent 
f' to the fubterranean chambers, terminates 
" the labyrinth." 

Such is the defcription of Herodotus, and 
though that of Strabo (cj^, who vifited the 
fame place, many ages after him, does not 
exa&ly accord, it ftill confirms this account 
in general; defcribes winding and various 
paflages, and fo artfully contriycid it was 
iippofliblc to cntjer any one of the palaces, 
or leave it haying entered, without a guide. 
Strabo fays, magnificent columns furround- 
ed the principal apartments i the walls 

(c) Lib. 17. 

werQ 
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i^rere builc with vaft ftoncs, and, Qn the top 
pf the roof^ an immenfe platform was fwUp 
which feemed a plain of rock, at beholding 
which the mind was aftonifhed. It is true 
he pretjcnds the labyrinth cpntained twenty- 
feycn palaces^ where the States of Egypt: 
afiembled^ at certain periods^ for the dif- 
cifilion of affairs, moil important to govern- 
ment» and religion; but it is probable the 
twelvCi^ njentioned by Herodotus^ were afr 
terward divided into twenty-feven parts, or 
that, in the interval of ages between thefc 
two hiflorians, the edifice h^d been enlarged^ 
Diodorus Siculus, Pliny, and Pomponius 
Mela djcfcribed, withoijt • having feen, the 
labyrinth, copying and embellifhing the two 
firft authors, but gave i)o new information* 
The founder of the labyrinth is unknown ; 
each writer fJJ names^ one or feveral, and 

mpflly 

(d) Herodotus (ays the labyrinth was built by the 
twelve kings who governed Egypt, when Pfamtnetichus, 
one of the twelve, poflefled himfelf of fovereign power* 
Strabo attributes its conftrudion to Ifmandes, whofe 
body^ he fays, repofes in the pyramid, ftanding at one 
Qf its extremities. Pliny, that it was built by Pctefucul 
ft Tithoe, but, as h^ cit^ gontradiftory authorities, he 

but 
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moftly different^ which raricty of opinions 
indicates it was ndt the WMk of one but of 
feveral kings. 

This monument, regarded by Pliny as the 
moft aftoniihing efibrt c^ buman genius, ho 
more is to be found, except amid the ruins 
of Balad Caroun and Cafr Caroun. Here- 
after, when Europe fbalt have reftored to 
Egypt the fciences it received thence, per^ 
haps, the fands and rubbifi) which hide the 
fobttrranean part of the labyrinth wiH be 
removed, and precious antiquities obtained. 
Who can ky but the difcbveries of the learn-* 
cd were preferved in this afylum, equally 
impenetrable to the natives and foreign- 
ers ? If the daft of Herculanemn, an in- 
confiderable city, has preferved fo many 
larilies, and inftrudive remains of art and 
hiftory, what may not be cxpefted from the 
fifteen hundred apartments in which the 
archives of Egypt were depolited, (ince the 
governors aiTembled here to treat on the moft 
important afitiirs of religion and flate ? But 

- but augments incertitude. Diodorus fuppofes the laby- 
finth is the work and the tomb of Mendes, Potnponius 
Mela attributes it ta Pfiunmetichus. 

Imuft 
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I nraft not thus indulge in conje^urc : it is 
time to fpeak of the lake Mcerisr, remainft 
of which may be. here difcovered fuffici^ 
entty grand to fix the attention. Herodo- 
tus (i) and Strabo (fj mark its fcite by de- 
claring the labyrinth was on its banks^ and 
naming the cities that furrounded it. Acan- 
tbos^ to the fouth^ Aphroditopcrfis to the 
caft^ and Arfmoe on the north. Diodorus (g) 
and Pliny (bj confirm thefe authorities^ by 
placing it twenty-four leagues from Mem- 
phis^ between the province fi) called^ and 
tfeat of Arfinoe^ which unanimity gives every 
defirable certitude to truth. Had this lake, 
however^ totally difappeared» like the laker 
Mareotis^ doubts might be entertained, but^ 
in the very place thefe hiftorians describe, 
a lake is Aill ieen, called Birquet Caroun» 
more than fifty leagues in circumference: 
wherefore, unlefs we refill convidion, we 
muft here acknowledge the remains of Moe- 
ris. By referring to the ancients, and fcru- 

(i) Lib. %, 

(f) Lib. 17- 

(g) Lib. I. 
(b) Lib. s. 

puloufly 
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polouily examining their teftimony, we may/ 
perhaps, obtain light on a topographical 
queilion which has been greatly obfcured. 

" The labyrinth I have defcribed is ftill 
*' lefs furprizing, fays Herodotus, than the 
" lake Moeris, which is 3600 ftadia, or 60 
*/ fchoeni, in circumference, and equal to 
V the bafe of Egypt, next the- fea (i)^ ex- 

^* tending 

(i) Herodotus determmcs the fchoenos, in Lower 
Egypt, at four milts, or a league and quarter ; thus the 
6q fchoepi make 75 leagues. ' Strabo and Diodorus ufe 
other admeafurements in their eftimationv yet agree with 
Herodotus. The bafe of Egypt, then, is determined at 
^5 leagues, and, being equal in circumference to the 
lake Moeris, this circumference muft alfo be 75 leagues/ 
X am obliged to be thus circumflantial becaufe this paf«- 
fage has been productive of many errors, moft writers, 
attending only to the firft part of tl^e period, in which 
flerodotus makes the lake 3600 fladia, and giving to 
each fladium its ufual value of about 100 fathoms, have 
^ade the lake Moeris 150, and 180 leagues in circumfe- 
rence; but whoever will examine the pafTage will find 
the 3600 ftadia arc determined to be 60 fchceni, or 75 
• leagues, and, confequently, the author eftimates by 
ftadia of 50 fathoms. I know not if this has been be- 
fore obferved, but I know this paflage, ill interpreted, 
has given birth to all the modern debates. Voltaire, 
with the arm of ridicule, has combated the exi^te^pce of a.. 

lake 
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•^ tending from the north to the fouth (k)^ 

" and its greateft depth is three hundred 

"feet. Two pyramids, built oh an ifland^ 

;** near the middki defcend three hundred 

*• feet beneath th^ waters, and rife as much 

** above, which prove the lake to' have been 

." dug by man. Each' of them has a co- 

/* loflal ftatue, at the top, feated on a throne : 

** their total height is a Itadium. of fix hun- 

•* dred feet (I). The lake occupies land 

/* extremely fandy, and deprived of fprings, 

*• its Vaters being fiipplicd by the Nile, 

lake of 180 leagues j; larger^ fay§ he, thaa Egypt. Rol- 
lin and BoiTuet, efpecially, have maintained its exift- 
ence with heat. Several have diminifhed' its extent, 
making it fome 20 leagues; and d'Anville, defirous of 
conciliating all parties, has, in his map of Egypt, cre- 
ated a grand canal, and called it the lake Moeris. He 
has been no more fortunate than the others. The form 
and fituation of this pretended Moeris diredly contradict 
the moft refpedable authorities of hiftory. • 

(k) Its prefent greateft extent, is from eafttoweft, 
but, formerly, it might reach from Arfinoe to the canal 
by which it difcharged itfelf. 

(I) Herodotus employs the ftadium in both thefe 
paflages, but having reduced it to 50 fathom, in the 
firft, and reftored it to lOO, in the fecond, it is neceflary 
to remark the ftadium, here, is 609 feet- 

" which 
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*' which flows into it fix mondis in the 
'* year ; thcfe waters are retarned to the river 
'^ during the other fix months. In the firft 
*^ period, the fiihery daily produces a talent 
•• of filvcr for the royal trcafury, and twenty 
*' minas only in the fecond. The natives 
*^ fay a canal is dug through the mountain 
^' fmj which extends to, and commands, 
'^ Memphis. This is a discharge by which 
^^ thefuper*abundant waters are carried weft- 
/' ward, among the Libyan iands« I afked 
** what had become of the earfh dog from 
*^ the lake; and was afTured it had been 
•^ carried to the river, and waflicd by the 
•* current into the fea/* 

The relations of Strabd and Herodotus 
mutually explain each other. ^* The pro 
•• vince of Arfinoe ^nj contains the marvel- 
•* lous lake Mceris, which, for its extent, 
«< colour, and (hores, refembles a iea. Deep 
*' as it is vaft, it receives, at the b^inx^ng 
*' of the inundation, the waters, left they 
<^ fhould cover the fields and habitations of 

(m) I have noted the lituation of this canal in the 
map. 

(n) Strabo, lib. tj. 

•* men. 
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*« m*n, through a large canal. When the 
<< Nile decreafes, thefe waters are returned, 
^^ by two other canals (tho£b of Tamieh and 
y fioucb) vhich, . like the iirft, water the 
<< lands : . flaices ai>e fornied, at the head oF 
^ the canals, which are opened, at pleafure, 
" to admit or return the waters/' foj. 
Though this paflage does not determine the 
extent of the lake, it proves it to have been 
very great. Diodorus Siculus follows Hero* 
dotus, who allows it to have been 3600 
ftadia, or feventy-^fivo leagues, in circum- 
ference. , Pliny eftinuites it at two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand paces, near eighty 
leagues : thus the ancients agree on a point 
to much difputed by the moderns, none of 
whom give fuificient proofs of their opinion 

(p) Diodorus Siculus pretends it coft 50 talents, or 
£ 6250, to open thefe fluices : it is difficult to difcover 
what could occafion him to adopt this fable. Herodo* 
tus and Strabo, who vifited and carefully examined thefe 
places, mention no fuch thing ) nor do Pliny and Pom- 
ponius Mela, who, citing all the ancients had written 
relative to the lake Moeris, would not have omitted a fad 
fo extraordinary. Its great improbability added to th« 
lilence of hiftorians dembnftrate the fallity of this afler- 
tion. 

to 



4i6 LETTERS 

to make it univerfal, The lake^ at prtfcnt, 
is only about fifty leagues in circumference ; 
but this diminution does not prove Herodotus 
and Pliny were deceived. After fo many 
revolutions in Egypt, within theie. two thou- 
fand years, it may have undergone greater 
changes* 

Examine the map. Sir, and you will per- 
ceive the chain of mountains, on the left of the 
Nile, continued almofl from the catarads to 
Fayoum, fuddenly departs toward Libya, and, 
returning eaflward, forms an immenCb ba- 
fon, though lower than ihe bed of the river. 
This land .was forrbcxly covered by barren 
fands, becaufe the ilream, impeded by downs, 
and rocks, could not water them. A king, 
named Mceris, perfedly acquainted with the 
difpofitjon of the lands, conceived one of the 
nobleft projeds that, ever entered the mind 
of man^ which he had the glory to execute. 
He refolved to change this defert into a ufc- 
ful lake, and, when fwarms of men aiTem- 
bled had dug and cleared the foil, in various 
places, he cut a canal, forty leagues in length, 
and three hundred feet wide, to introduce the 
waters of the Nile. This grand canal, which 

is 
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is ftill entire, is known by the name of Bahr 
Youfeph, the river of Jofeph, it begins near 
Tarout Eccherif, and ends at Birquet Ca- 
roun, and muft have coft immenfe fiims, be- 
ing, in many parts, cqt through the rock. 
To relieve Egypt from the fuperfluous wa- 
ters which, in thefe diftant ages, remained too 
Jong on the lands, then much lower than at 
prefent, and occafioned fterility, was not fuf- 
ficient. This great prince rendered them 
ufeful to agriculture by cutting two other 
canals, from the lake to the river, and dig. 
ging near their mouths fluices which were 
fliut during the increafe of the Nile, when 
the waters, entering through the canal of 
Jofeph, collefted in the vaft circumference 
of the lake Moeris, where they were bound- 
ed by mounds and mountains. When the 
Nile decreafed thefe fluices were opened, and' 
a body of water i)ear eighty leagues in cir- 
cumference, and thirty feet higher than the 
ufual level of the river, (p) formed a fecond 

inundation, 

(p) The fource of the canal of Jofeph, being in the 
Thebais, carried the waters of the Nile, when they be- 
gan to increafe, to the lake Moeris, where being retain- 

Vol. !• E c ed 
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inundation, dircdcd at will : One part was 
returned to the Nile, for the purpofe of na- 
vigation, another, branched into innumerable 
rivulets, watered the fields, and gave ferti- 
lity even to fandy hills. This work, the 
moft vafl and ufeful the earth ever contained, 
united every advantage, and fupplied the de- 
ficiencies of a low inundation, by retaining 
water which would have ufelefsly been ex- 
pended in the fea. It was flill more highly 
beneficial, when the incrcafe was too great, by 
receiving that injurious fuperfluity which 
would have prevented feed-time. Fearful 
this artificial f^a might break its bounds, and 
occafion dreadful ravages, a canal was cut, 
through the mountain, by which the fuper- 
abundant waters were difcharged among the 
Lybian fands. Hiftory knows not a work fo 
glorious, nor is it wonderful antiquity efleems 
it above the pyramids and labyrinth; for 
with the grandeur of the enterprize it includ-^ 

ed on one fide by mountains, and on the other by mounds 
and fluices, dug on the canals of Bouch and Tamieh, 
(hey equalled the height of the inundation, that is to 
fay, were nearly thirty feet higher than the ^fual level 
pf the rivcrt 

cd 
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ed the happinefs of the people. Thus the 
Egyptians, who detefted the kings by whom 
they were forced to remove mountains that 
pyramids might be raifed; blefled the me« 
mory of Moeris, and his name is cvcrlafting. 

This lake has nearly loft all its advantages ; 
the barbarians, in whofe hands Egypt has* 
remained for twelve centuries, have deftroycd ^ 
or fufFered moft of its monuments to perifli. 
The lake Mareotis is dry, the'canal of Alex- 
andria no longer navigable, and Morris is on- 
ly fifty leagues in circumference. Were the 
canal of Jofeph cleanfed, in which the mud 
is very deep, the ancient mounds repaired, 
and the iluices reftored; this lake might 
again ferve the fame purpofes, might prevent 
the evils of a too great, and fupply the de?- 
fcGts of a too feeble, inundation ; might e^* 
tend, as formerly, from Nefle and Arfinoc 
to the Lybian mountains, and {hew the afto- 
niQied traveller a fea which man had made. 
Its depth, of three hundred feet, according 
to the ancients, may be exaggerated, but 
much lefs than it is fuppofed. Its bottom 
is a bafon, formed by mountains, and is ve* 
ry low 5 fince the Nile runs into it, through 
E e 2 ^ the 
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the canal of Tamieh (fj ; and though mud 
has, for ages, colleded, it is ftill very deep. 
Should thefe reafons prove infufficient to 
make us adopt the opinion of the ancients^ 
they, at lead, (hould induce us to fuipend 
our judgment, and examine times and places, 
before we call their writings fabulous. 

The pyramids Herodotus delcribes no 
longer fubfift, and, apparently, did not in 
the Auguftan age, fince Strabo does not men- 
tion them. On the north of Birquet Caroun 
we perceive a headland, which, doubtlefs, 
ivas, formerly, ^n ifland that ends in a rock, 
covered with ruins. This, perhaps, was the 
bafc of thefe fepulchres, which having 
two coloiral ftatues, feated on thrones, 
on their fummits, and rifing out of a fea, 
the waters muft have formed a fight fuch as 
. the whole world could nowhere elfe ajSbrd. 
I do not give thefe conjedtures as realities, 
but, you will own. Sir, it was not more 

(q) The reverfe happened, formerly 5 the fupcrabun- 
dant waters were carried to the lake Moeris, by the ca- 
nal of Jofcph, whioh was deeper, and which preferved 
them by means of fluices. They were afterwards re- 
turned to the Nile, when low, through the canals pf 
Tan ieh and Bouch. 

difficult 
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difficult to build pyramids in an ifland of the 
lake Moeris, than thofe which ftand near 
Giza. But I forbear : I fear having been too 
circumftantiaj already, though I have thought 
it abfolutdy ncceflary, while, ^mong fo ma* 
ny contradidions, I have endeavoured to dif. 
cover that truth, which you. Sir, and fuch 
as you, paiiionately love. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

On the produSlions df the province qfFnyaum : 
Its manufaSlureSy arts^ and inhabitants % its 
fields^ Jhaded by orange- groves 9 and clujlering 
rofe trees ; the fowers of wbicb^ di/Hlkd, 
yield excellent rqfe^water. Tie abundant 
Jijloery of the lake and canals ^ and the nume^ 
rous waterfowls. T^he capital city and its 
government. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

'T^HE preceding letter. Sir, aflFords dif- 
cuffion, only, to the mind, and ruins 
to the eye. He who would tear away the 
Veil with which a fpace of three thoufand 
years has covered thefe monuments muft ex- 
pedt no better i but I will now eadeavour to 
relieve you by an account of the prefent ftate 
of Fayoum, hoping the fubjedt will furnifli 
pidtures lefs barren. The moft pleafant fea- 
fon, here, is the approach of winter. The 
mild and grateful winds, like thofe of France, 
in the fineft days of fpring, are flill more 

pleafing. 
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pleafingt fweet, and odoriferous^ The ca« 
nals are full to the brim, and the fields co« 
vered with grafs, vegetables^ and corn* The 
beauties of nature every where abound, for 
this province is one of the wealthieft and moft 
fruitful of Egypt. Strabo (r)^ eighteen cen- 
turies ago, thus defcribed it. ^* The pro- 
*' vincc of Arfinoe furpaffcs all others in beau- 
*• ty, riches, and the variety of its produdtions. 
*• It, alone, produces the moft perfedt olives, 
^^ and from which the Egyptians might make 
** excellent oil, were they lefs negligent, for 
•* the olive is no where elfe found in Egypt, 
" if we except thofe reared in the gardens of 
" Alexandria, the fruit of which is not pro- 
•* per to make oil (s). It abounds in wines, 
•• corn, vegetables, and feeds of all kinds/* 
Could this hiftorian return to Fayoum he 
would find it prodigioufly changed ; the la- 
byrinth deftroyed, marfhes, where palaces 
* 

(r) Lib. 17. 

(s) Since the canal of Alexandria has. become dry, nine 
months in the year^ thefe gardens, with their olive and all 
their other trees, have difappeared. I faw fome in the 
orchards near Rofetta : they were very large, and the 
olives they yielded bigger than thofe of the iflc of Crete, 
or Provence, from which, I am perfuadcd, excellent oil 
might be made. 

E e 4 were i 
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were I mud^wall village^, where dries flou- 
ri(hed; canals almoft dry> and McBris reduced 
to two-tliirds of its former extent: but be 
would recollect the fame produdtions and the 
fame abundance, wherever the waters can 
penetrate. The Copts ftill cultivate the olive 
and the vine their forefathers planted, ftill 
gather excellent grapes, of which they make 
a moft agreeable white wine (t). The whole 
country is now covered with wheat, barley, 
and dourra, which rife, in fucceftion, uninter- 
ruptedly, for feven or eight months. The 
tall flax, the fugar-^cane, and vegetables of all 
kinds, fprout up, almoft without culture ; cu- 
cumbers, and near twenty fpecics of melons, 
melting, fweet, and moft healthy, adorn tht 
banks of the rivulets 5 cluftering fruit trees, 
among which are the date, the fig, the bana- 
na, the cafiia, and the thorny nabc, which 
produces a fmall tartifti pear, are fcattered 

(t) Under the Ptolemies, and the Romans, the envi- 
rons of Alexandria and the Sebennitic province pro- 
duced very famous wines, but the Mahometans have 
deftroyed the vine plants. They have left none, ex- 
cept in the province of Fayoum. The grapes, in ge- 
neral, which grow in the fandy grounds of Egypt arc 
of an cxquifite flavour. 

over 
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over the plain. Amid this divertity of "frees 
and pk)it9» foreft« of the tofe bu(h grow near 
villages. In other provinces this fine (hTub 
only ornaments gardens, here it is cultivated, 
dnd the rofe water, diftilled from it^ odori- 
ferous flower, forms an extenfive branch of 
commerce. Fayoum fupplics all Egypt, and 
the confumption is very great. It is abun- 
dantly fprinkled on the face and hands of 
perfons who vifit (u). The. women waih 
their bodies with it at the bath, and nevor 
drefs themfelves without rofe water. .Thefe 
cluftcrs of rofe bu£hes, fometimes furround- 
ed by the orange tree in flower, ^produce a 
charming eflfedt on the fight, and a fiilimore 
charming one by, their fmell. The whole 
atmofphere is impregnated, and. the pleafure 
oi breathing the perfumes of tho rofe, mihr 
gled with the fweet emanations of orange 
flowers, is here exquifite. 

To this wealth of fertility Fayoum adds 
that of the fifhery. The canals and lake 
fwarm with fi(h, which are caught in prodi-> 
gious quantities, and eat in . the province, oc 

(u) The rofc' water of Fayoum has a delicious odour, 
which it long preferves : the beft is fold at three Ihil- 
lings and four pence a bottle. 

carried 
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carried to the neighbouring cities, and are as 
cheap as at Damietta. A media (x) will 
purchaie enough to fufficc a man for a 
day. When the froft and fnow of winter 
is felt in the northern countries, innumerable 
flocks of birds refort to the lake Maoris, and 
the canals of Fayoum. The people catch 
abundance of geefe with golden plumage and 
a nioft agreeable flavour, fat and delicate; 
ducks, teal, fwans, the (kins of which are 
ufed like furs, and pelicans, remarkable for 
their large beaks, in the form of a fpatula. 
Theiie latter, the kings of aquatic birds, fail 
on the furface of the lake, in numerous fa- 
miliei^ while the whitenefs of their plumage 
forms a charming contrail with the deep 
azure of the waters. Modern Egyptians pre- 
ferve fome remains of that ancient venera- 
tion in which the ibis, crane, and ftork, were 
held; forbear to net for them, and thefe 
birds, confiding in the clemency of man, are 
almoft tame. 

What pleafure fhould I feel could I defcribe 
m happy people, amid all this abundance! 
but, alas 1 a monftrous government and anar. 

(xj A copper coin, plated, worth five ^uthings. 

chy, 
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chy, the enemy of order, and of laws, ex- 
tinguifhes genius> and, like a peftilentiat wind, 
depopulates cities, and devours the country 
and its inhabitants. Men, who, in a climate 
fo pure, and on a foil fo fruitful, would pof- 
iefs mild and gentle manners, and enjoy thci 
treafurts of prodigaL nature, and thofe bene«» 
fits the arts produce, become barbarous, (u* 
perftitious, and miferable, under the yoke of 
thoie infatiable tyrants who fatten on their 
fubftance. Agriculture langui{hes, and the 
fands of Lybia yearly encroach upon its do*- 
mains; the fine provinces of Heracleotis and 
Arfinoe are reduced to a third of their former 
extent, if we only include the produdive 
lands. Were the canals and mounds repair- 
ed, they would recover their ancient limits, 
and flourifli as formerly. The climate, the 
earth, the waters, are the fame; men and 
laws only are changed. 

The cities of <he crocodiles, of Hercules, 
and Ptolemais, are replaced by that of Fay- 
oum, which retained a certain degree of 
grandeur, in the time of Abulfeda. ^' Fay- 
** oum, capital of the province ib called, con« 
'^ tains public baths, markets, and colleges, 
** which are under the dire(5Uon of the Sha* 

'^ feites. 
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*• fcites^ and Mekhitcs (y>. It is divided by 
<* the canal of Jofeph^ and furroundcd by 
*' gardens/' (z) Fayoum, at prefent, ia on* 
\y half a league in circumference, and ftanda 
on the eaftern fhore of the canal. The 
remainder is deftroyed^ and the colleges are 
ao aK)re* Houfes, built of fun--drjed bricks, 
prefent a gloomy aiTemblage of huts; their 
inhabitants are poor» and deprived of energy, 
their arts are reduced to fome manufa^ories 
of matSj coarfe carpets, and the diftillation 
of rofe water. The town is governed by a 
cachef, under one of the Beys of Grand Cai- 
ro. Several Arab Sheiks, who have lands in 
the neighbourhood, contpofe the council, and 
go to the divaib twice or three times a week, 
as fummoned by the governor i tbdr chief is 
held in great refpedt, but the members of 
adminiftration cannot long enjoy concord; 
the continual wars, at Grand Cairo, difturb 
the tranquillity oS the provinces^ and the pof- 
feilbrs of lands and governments are expel- 
kd by the viftorious fadion. The founder* 
ed Arabs unite themfelves to the Bedouins, 

(y) Two Mahometan fefls. 

(z) Abulfeda, Defcription of Egypt, 

who, 
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who, always, are ready to favour malecon- 
tcnts, in hopes of pillage, and who defccnd, 
like torrents, from the mountains, and defo-^ 
late the plains; nor do the undifciplined 
troops fcnt againft them occafion lefs dif- 
ordcr, and the hufbandman is equally rob- 
bed by his enemies and defenders/ When 
the Arabs are repulfed, they bury themfelves 
in the deferts, loaded with fpoil, where their 
hatred againft the Turks ferments with the 
fun's heat, and, when they feel themfelves 
fufEciently ftrong, they return to commit new 
ravages. Such is the fate of Egypt, fuch 
the evils of defpotifm. 

Permit me. Sir, to finifli this letter by an ex- 
tract from Strabo, which proves to what degree 
the care taken of the moft cruel animals may 
triumph over their ferocity. '* The people 
*' who inhabit the prefefture of Arfinoe revere 
" and regard the crocodile as facred. The 
•* priefts preferve one in a lake, for that pur-" 
•* pofe,. and name it Souehos (a)^ feeding 

* {a) This word comes from the Greek. TheEgyptian 
name of the crocodile appears to have been Chamfah, 
which Herodotus calls it, or perhaps Thamfah as called 
by the Arabs, 

".it 
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^^ it with bread, mezt, and wine, in prefence 
*' of flrangers, whom a fight like this fails 
•* not to attradt. Our hoft, one of the re* 
*« ipedlable perfons who fhewed us the fa- 
^' cred things, conduced us, after dinner, to 
V the lake, taking with him fmall cakes, 
^/ roait meat, and a vefTel filled with wine. 
" The crocodile repofed on the bank. The 
** priefts approached : one of them opened 
"his jaws, another put in the cakes, meat, 
** and wine ; after which rcpaft the monftcr 
•* defcended, peaceably, into the water, and 
" fwam towards the other fide.'* 

The Egyptians honoured the crocodile, be- 
caufe it was confecrated to Typhon, the evil 
genius, whofe fury they dreaded ; and ima- 
gined they might calm his wrath, and avoid 
the calamities he inflided on them, by rever- 
ing an animal that was the fymbol of himfdf. 
The eagernefs with which the inhabitants of 
Celebes, at prefent, feek this monfter, the 
name of Sudara (6), or brother, they give 

(i) Mr. (now Sir Jofeph) Banks relates fome cu- 
rious fafls concerning the veneration the people of Cele- 
bes have for the crocodile. Hawkefworth's Voyages, 
voU ill. page 756. 

him, 
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him^ and the food they carry him, ihould 
alfo have £bme foundation in the ancient re^ 
ligion of their country. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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journey in the dtfirt^ toward tie Red Sea. 
I'be country f mountains^ andfands^ necejfary 
to crofsy to arrive at the monajiery of St. 
Anthony. Obfervations on the plants ^ ani^ 
malSf quarries of various marble and flints, 
found in the defert. Manner in which the 
monks of St. Anthony and St. Paul live. 
The profpedls from the fummit of mount 
Colzoum: refieBions on the great occur-- 
rences that have pa/fed there. 

To M- L. M. 

Grand Cairo. ' 

JL/ET US continue our route. Sir. Return- 
ing to the Nile, by the canal of Bouch, wc 
leave Maydoum behind us, where is the moft 
fouthern pyramid of Egypt, feveral hills, 
with hamlets, and the ruins of Aphrodito* 
polls, which ftood on the eaftern {hore, 
where Atfih now ftands. The canal we have 
left emptied itfelf into the river, formerly, 
during fix months in the year. At prefent 
it. runs, continually, to the lake Moeris, 

which 
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which rto longer receives iaflicient waters^ 
through the canal of Jofcph, half choaked 
upi to return them to the Nile. 

There is nothing remarkable in Bouch j 
the houfes are of brick, and the roofs in 
the form of a dove-houfe, where the pi*, 
gcons refide, while the Egyptians live be- 
low* This coftom.is obfcrved throughout 
the Thebais: the houfes look tolerably, at 
a dhlance, but the abodes of mifery in the 
midft of abundance are every where found 
en entering* 

The chain of mountains, ead: of the river^ 
Approach very near, for feveral leagues^ and 
leave only a fmall extent of country, fit for 
tillage. This long flip of land, at the foot 
of fterile rocks, is diveriified by villages, fur* 
rounded by groves^ corn, vegetables, and 
fruit trees. Nature is decked in all her fplen* 
dor, at the very gates of the defcrt. Jour- 
neying upward^ weft of the Nile, we per- 
ceive Benifouef, a town half a league in cir- 
cumference, and whofe mofques and high 
minarets, feen through the foliage of tree$> 
preicnt an agreeableprofpefb. Its other edifices 
are mere mud-wali huts, or of brick, built 
without elegance, or taftc. The induftry of 

Vol. I. F f , its 
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its inhabitants is wholly confined to the 
manufaduiing of coarfe carpets^ and their 
commerce to the produdikioa^ of their fo9.. 
Benifouefis tfaerefidence ofaBcy^who^ like 
the other governors of Egypt* colledts arbi* 
trary taxes, fword in hand, encaiBpiflg. with; 
his foldiers near the villages under his govern«» 
ment, feveral months of the year. Having 
robbed the labourer of h£s hine,. and torn the 
fruits of his induftry from him». by fear oc 
violence^ he proceeds to another part^ to. rai& 
like contributions. I cannot make you con«» 
ceive all the. oppreffions of tfaefe tyrants ; 
the troops they command, an only compofcd 
of outlaws, banifhed their country, by their 
crimes, in whofe hearts every feeling of na-* 
ture and pity is extind» Of this a finglo 
trait, which the Comte d*Antragues, who 
has lately quitted this country, was a witneis 
of, may give you fome idea. One of the 
colledtors entered the hut of a poor woman, 
who had feveral children, and demanded the 
fax impofed by the Bey. She pleaded her 
poverty, and told him (he pofleiTed only a 
mat, and fome earthen pots. He fearched 
evety where, and, finding a fack of ric^ 
prepared to carry it off. . She conjured bipi 

to 
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toMwc it> prot^ng it was her whole fub- 
fift($ncet aflilng if, hd would haveher^ tbe^ 
chHdiflM.fDckJbd^ and ali ber family^ peri(h^ 
witb huttgeti The barbarian, unmoved byi 
word$ or tdars^ took the &ck of lioe^ and the 
wretched mother, driven to defpair, fhatched" 
tbe cbtUc 6Y)m.her hoTom, and d^ihefi it witb 
ff^Q^ 9g^inft the ground^ exclaimipg, Thou^ 
QtOflfler; iktit be/anfwerable for bi^ blood b 
4^ft^ ^1$ horrid action, her tears fuddenly) 
ftc^pedx ^d {ht'Pood motionlefs, .Eke a fta-« 
tue, while the hardened wretch, of.a foldiet 
without feeming to, be ai^ded^ went oflT with 
his prey, Sqcliri? (be fate of the pbople 
of Egypt. 

Qppofiite BeniTouef is the village of Bayad^ 
partly inhabited by .Copts, through which i» 
the road to the monaAeries of St. Anthony and 
^t; P4ul» fituate^ on mount Coltsoum. I will 
give .you a flcetilrh of tbeie wild places^ which 
^eferve the.attentioa.of naturalifts, and like-f 
virife of the defintt. which lie between th« 
Nile apd the Red Sea. 

Two leagues north of Bayad ita narrow 

valley, foraged by Gihol Gebey, the mount of 

(he c£Gbern» and Hajar MouiToun^ the marked 

ftone^ which leads to a fandy plaint called 

* . ^ Ffa Elbakara, 
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Elbakara, the cow. On its eaflefh cxtre-" 
Biity is the mount KaleiU or the well be^ 
loved ^ ha extent^ which is all barren fand, 
is feven or eight leagues in width, and much 
more from north to fbuth. In the hollows 
of the rocksi ahd befide where the winter 
torrents pafs, ii a little verdure, produced by 
the Acacia, whence gum arabic is obtained^ 
the fena, the fcorpion wood, the twiiled root 
of which is famous for curing the bite of 
this infeA, and fome other plants. The oA 
trich, the chamois, the ga^ellaj and the tiger, 
which makes continual war on the others, 
dwell among thefe cavernsi and bound acrofs 
the fands, where they fcarcely can find a 
blade of grafs. Here are flints of various 
colours, redy grey, black, blue, and all ex- 
tremely fine in the grain. Their upper fur- 
face is indented and rough; that next the 
faiid, fmooth and bright. The naturalift 
would, no doubt, find, among the clifFs, and 
the beds of torrents, precious ftones, parti- 
cularly emeralds, formerly common in Egypt. 
At the foot of mount Kaleil we find fprings 
of brackifh water, furrounded by fome few 
date-trees, which third renders drinkable, 
neither wild bead nor man being able to obtain 
.. other. 
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:Othen Above are the grots of the hermits, 
whom the zeal of the firft ages of chriftianity 
had brought to this fearful wildernefs. After 
climbing Kaleil, we defcend into the plain 
of Elaraba^ or carts, as barren and burning as 
^the firft. Its furface is p^ched fand, and 
fcorching cocks furround it. It is crofled by 
fome winter torrents, and, though the fan 
devours vegetable fubilances, and robs plaius 
and trees of life, it ripens ftones, the moifl: 
rare, on the fides of the mountains. North 
of this plain are three marble quarries, red, 
white, and black.: blocks, half cut in the 
rock, and others, difperfed abput^ ^e(peak 
the labouj: of mep. The Pharpahs hence 
obtained thofe. hard poliihe^ ilones with 
which they coated their capals, and imagnj- 
^ficent fepulchres, carting them to the Nile, 
and bringing them, afterward, on rafts, to the 
foot of the pyramids (c). South of thefc is 

{c) Herodotus, DIodorus, and Pliny fay, the marbles, 
with which th? pyramids were coated and the canals 
made, came from the mountains of A^^a^ift ; but^ as the 
(paftern part of Egypt, between the Nile an^lthe Red Sefi, 
was called Arabia, there is reafpn to believe the quarries 
here mentioned fupplied thefe line, ftones. The pUin 
was named Elaraba, becaufe of the numerous carts em« 
ployed t9 tianfport tbefe enormous mafleSt 

F f 3 another 
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Btiother ^tbriy, cf fiM grstiite, whioh hak 
been exccediifgly hewn $ a ^eftivoir 6f tra- 
ter^ dug at a ftnall diftance, fupplied die 
workmen. Hbrmk*s gMts !lie bt}!Soiid, nor 
could eke whole world have fuppliecl a place 
.more.wUd» or fattberfrom^all bua>an inters 
Gourjie. Having dcehd6d piart of Aiount Col* 
'Soun>, we arrive aft the rn^riaftery of St. 
• ;Anthony> which has M) kloor : the monks 
^aw travelkrs up through the window, by a 
|Ail)ey. Tkis is ath^eceifafy precaution agislnft 
lth% Arab». it is furrouhdSed 'by a high ^ick 
m^]]^ a^darter of a^eagub in circumferencet 
enclo^nga^^egaf^deiH where various fruit 
trees are ctdtivated, the ^ctells of itie monks, 
and a ibidl ^hurdi: \ihttt divine ^vice h 
perfo^niedi A c^anarrecdiveis the'fireamsdf 
ithe mourftaitils^, and condudis Ihtffib into ffab 
monaftcry I thefo^ though ibtne)«?hlE(t briny, 
ifu^ply tbe^ilM>^]ti^ of life, sitid watfer the 
vegetables and fruits. The rule6 of thefe 
'religious Copt$ are very auilero, and their 
abftinence figid, for they 'dpink wine on}y on 
•the foar ^rahd annual fefllivate*- Their food 
is pafte, tniXed with the oil of ftfama, fait 
iifh, honey, and the productions of their gar- 
den. Their do<Srine has Uen CQrri:^ted by 

fchifm. 
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icHifin^ and tbeir obftinacy in the errors of 

MooQthdifm is extreme ; yet they believe 

they poflefs abfolute power over daemons,. 

ferpents» and wild beafts. When Father 

Sicard vifited them, their fuperior was in 

fcarch of the philoibpher's ftone. While 

living in conftant felff denial of every focial: 

pleafure he was in iearch of gold. Thefe 

monks highly venerate the grotto of .St. Ahv 

thony^ an obfcure retreat, dug in the rnoun^) 

tain, where this father of monaftic inftitu- 

tions lived, as in a tomb, iurroundod by dark- 

nefs and deferts* .A high craggy rock, a 

league in diameter, feperates this .convent 

from that of S(« Paul, 3the trnpodtbility of 

climbing which obliges ithem to go round 

the mountain, which is two days jouroey. 

This latter monaftery, built on the eaft fide 

of mount Cblzoum, is likewife. inhabited by 

Copts, as poor, pious, and ignorant, as die 

former. 

Seated on mount Colzoum, the Red Sea 
lies beneath our feet, .near the end of which, 
far oflEi may be difcovered that part where the 
leader of the WztUtes, probably, paflcd with 
his whole peo^. through the fiifpended 
waves*. To the finith-^aft iare.ihe.iimous 

F f 4 mounts 
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moifnts HoTcb and Sinai^ where he received the. 
tables of the ten commandments. The very 
afpedt of thcfe places incites ferious contempla*p 
tion i we behold around us the country in 
which the mod predominant of all religions 
iirft took birth. The Egyptian is paft, but 
not the Jewifli, notwithftanding the oppro- 
brium cail upon this reproved nation. The 
Chriflian and Mahometan extend over the 
earth. How fruitful in wonders have beca 
the furrounding country^ the mountains, and 
the fea | Hiftory is full of them, and the 
barbarians of thefe nations ftill preferve their 
memory. 

Let us defcend Colzoum, and approach 
the Red Sea. Its (hores are covered 
with innumerable {hc\U, the form, co. 
lours, and beauty of which fucceffively fix 
the attention, and choice is embarraffed by 
variety. The rocks are variegated by marine 
plants, the waters abound in corals, fome 
white, others red as fcairlet. To thefe cu- 
rious objeds add the marbles of the moun- 
tains, the precious mines they contain, the 
plants which fpring beiide the torrents, the 
rare flinta of the fands; an4 you will allow, 
Sir, thfpf? ar? thinga^ that well delcrve the 
« • attention 
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attention of the naturaliil. True it is, know- 
ledge muft be purcha£bd by fo many fatigues 
and perils, it is neceflary to be fo long ex« 
pofed to the plundering Arabs^ and tho 
icorching heats of the fun^ that it is not 
furprizing no learned man has hitherto dared 
tofearch thefe deferts. Let us leave them^i 
Sir^ and return to the Nil«» whofe banks are 
fpoil delicious after fuch a joprney. 

J have the honour to be, &c. 



I. E T- 
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^he route from BayaJ to Acbmounain. Taams 
and Villages on each JUe the river de^ 
fcribei^ with their various aJpeSls and go^ 
. veimment ; the two branches of the grand 
canal, Bahr Toufeph: Jacri/iee to the Jm 
fiulptured on a rocky near Babain : refleSiions 
on tbefubjeSl : remarks on the principality of 
Malaouiy dependent on Mecca, and tbejlatefy 
portico of Achmounain. I'he adventure of 
Father 'Sicard. 



T 



To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

HE northern breeze invites us to conti- 
nue our journey. One of the advantages of 
the fituation of Egypt is that of enjoying this 
falutary wind, more than nine months of 
the year } befide tempering the exccffivc 
heats» diflipating deAruftive vapours, and 
))earing the clouds into Abyffinia, which, 
falling in rain, annually produce the inun- 
dation, it likewife impels boats againft the 

rapid 
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tapid currcirt. Profit we by its favourable 
1)rcath, and proceed towards the Upper The- 
^bais. Seated on the deck, and borne on 
'waters, Ivhofe furface is as high as the banks, 
tsrcovcrlodk'the furrounding lands, and every 
moment have new profpeas. The minarets 
of Benifouef are loft in the horizon : other 
villages feem 'to approach. Mere Berangiah 
lialf conceals itfelf under the date-tree (hades ; 
yonder Abou Ennour rifes, at the foot c^ 
the mountain ; farther ft ill is Baibai, Where 
the Copts preferve the relidts of St. George, 
embellifhed by the rich harvefts around it ; 
fot of itfelf it prefents nothing but huts, 'and 
a fmall mdque. The beginning of Gibel 
"Etteir, the mount of birds fd), is feen to 
the eaft ; it takes its nscm^ from the multi- 
tude bf kites, hawks, eagles, pharoah fowl, 
'and cormorants, Which here colledl, and 
lience dart upon their prey. Doves, and fmall 
"bird€^ people the Woods, Which arc at the 
'fobl of the r6cks : flocks'of the ibis,' crane, 
'fwah,'a*nd ^ftdrk, refort to the banks of the 

(4) Bird« ^{ prey are very numerous and various in 
Ugypt, becaufe dicy arc not dcftr<?ycd and find food in 
abundance. Small birds art moie uncommon. 

Nile, 
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Nile, wbich they cover, during winter: 
flights of pigeons obfcure the air, mofe nu^- 
tnerous in Egypt than in any other country 
of the glpbe, where hamlets and towns are 
vaft pigeon houfes, and where their dung is 
colleded, with extreme care, to manure thp 
beds of melons. 

Weft of the river is Fechnai, . named FeUf 
chi in the times of Greece : a large ifland op- 
poiite raifes its verdant head above the wai- 
ters, in part covered by. various vegetables, 
cucumbers, and excellent meloi]^. Not far 
diftant is Abou Girga, where the Copts havp 
a convent. Sherouna extends along the 
foot of the mount of birds. That coaft is 
inhabited by independent Arabs, who pil- 
lage the boats they can furprize ; and, when 
troops are fent againft them, conceal themr 
felvcs ia the dcfcrts, tjic well ipriqgs of 
which they know^ and where the Turks dare 
not follow them. The ftorm over, they re- 
turn, arped, and feize their poiTefiions. Tra- 
vellers (hould always be on their guard, keep 
centinel, and, during night, occadonally fire 
their guns, nor fuffer any boat to come near 
theilrs, otherwife they riik being robbed and 
maffacrcd. 

The 
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The eye naturally turns from the fterllc 
rocksj on the eaft, to views of fruitful fields^ 
on the weft, where the land is cultivated to 
the very brink of the river. In the ifle of 
Sohra, is a hamlet, the fcite of which is 
charming^ encircled by trees, corn fields, 
verdure^ and water. What delightful abodes 
might a polt(hed nation form in the ifles of 
the Nile ! The exotics of all hot countries 
might here be aflembled ; orange ' groves, 
myrtles^ pomegranates^ and rofe- trees plant- 
ed ; the Arabian jafmin, odoriferous ihrubs, 
and American magnolia would thrive here, 
v^onderfully J the banana, the orange, the 
deliciMis pine-apple, and every fruit moft 
excellent, would reward their labours. Sur- 
rounded by the prodigal wealth of Naturd, 
cmbellifiied by art, their days would glide 
happily away, beneath the(e enchanted (hades 
and bowers. Thefe, Sir, are but vague 
wi(hes, wafted in the wide and fenfelefs air, 
yet indulge me in the fweet confolation of 
imagining they fliall fometime be realized. 

We approach the port of MIniah, a tole- 
rable town, pleafant, populous, and com- 
mercial, where a C^chef refides,*a cuftom- 
houfc is eftabliihed, and at which the boats 
« ^ coming 
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coming liotQ tbe Said arc oUige4. to ftcfp, 
and pay duties, according to the i9f»fc;h9lQ.<^ 
dize- they coataxn. Here are bro)^a cor 
lunuis> and remains of ancient edifices^ which: 
we have reafoa to fuppofe were thofa of Qr<- 
nopolis (the city of dogs) placed by Strabo 
and Ptolen^y above Fonchi. Its inhabitaota 
held dogs in great veneration,^ ^fi4 the prieAa* 
fed them with facred viands, in honour of 
Aonubis, the companion and- guardian of: 
Ofiris. Sirabo (f), marks the fcite of Ojiy- 
rinchus^ inland, at fome diftatnce frem Cy« 
nopolis : fcattered marbles and heaps of rub* 
biib, round Behnefa, on the caqal of Jofeph, 
determine the pofition of that anci^. citji 
(gjp where the fifti the Greeks callea Oxy* 
rinchus was held facred. The Ipng plain 
which extends from the Nile to Bahr You-« 
feph is very beautiful ; wheat, ^ barley, flax, 
and beans grow, abmidantly^ in fields watered 
by rivulets : the dourra and fugar-cane hqr« 
rife to a great height ; the plants are 2^\ vi^ 

(f) Lib. 17. . 

(g) Pococke "^aces Oxyrinchus where Girga nQ9t 
flands, which ieems to me inaccurate ; for Strabg pofi- 
tively ivfs C)xyrinchvs was not en the banks of tbt 
Mile* but inland, 

1;orovs^ 
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gpfouff^ and full of fapr the trees all loaded 
with fruit, the pLfhare of abundance incef-. 
fantly delights the eye : but, alas ! it is in-^ 
jured, disfigured by the aipedt of the huf^ 
baodman in rags» and the mud huts in which 
he mournfully re(ls» after .watering the rich 
fiolds with the fweat, of his brow, whofe 
produce he rnuil not enJQy: (6 true it is 
that wife laws make: nations more happy than 
all the tceafures of nature. 

Oppofite Miniah is the village of Gerabia,. 
and, farther up^^ that of Saouadi. Here the 
grottos of the Thebais^ begin, famous for the 
aafterity of the anchorets who retired hither 
durii^g the primitive ages* of chriflianity« 
Th^ extend for twenty' leagues, as far as 
iacing .Manferlout^ and were.qparries dug by 
the Egyptians. The hieroglyphics found irj 
them atteft their anti(j.uity* 

Above Saouadi begins a foreft of dates^ 
which reaches a^ far as the river. Near thi$ 
is the iile of Sohra, and villages continue, 
at imall intervals, which, by- their number, 
variety of afpeft, and numerous inhabitants, 
diverfify and enliven the views. Near Rodda 
is the mouth of one of the branches of Bahr 
Youfepb, the oth«r is higher, at the village 

of 
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of Tarout Ecchcrif. Nordcn notices only thft 

firfty and Father Sicard the fecond^ but they 

both remain. Defcending the danal of 

Rodda, the banks of- which are charming^ 

we enter the grand bed of Bahr Youfeph, on 

the banks of which is the village Aboufin 

A league to the fouth are the rains of an an* 

cient city, which enrich the fmall town of 

Babain. Some diftance beyond is a curious 

monument ; a rock fmoothed by the chiflolf 

in the body of which a grotto has been cut, 

fifty feet in diameter/ and fix deep. The bot« 

torn reprefents a facrifice to the fun^ which 

is fculptured in demi-relief. On the rights 

two priefts, with pointed caps, raife their 

arms toward him, and touch the end of 

his rays with their fingers : behind them 

two children, with like caps, hold cups for 

the libation* Three wood-piles, fuftained by 

(even vafes, with handles, and placed under 

the fun, bear (lain lambs. On the left art 

two young maidens, who are only attached 

to the ftone by the feet and back. The 

Arabs have broken off the heads, and dif- 

figured them with their lances. Various 

hieroglyphics give, no doubt, the hiftory of 

this facrifice, which I believe is meant to 

Jupiter 



O N E G Y P T. 449 

Jupiter Ammon, a fymbollcal deity, by 
which the ancient Egyptians denoted the 
Sun's entrance into the fign of the ram. 
This animal was confecrated to him, and 
they then celebrated the commencement of 
the agronomical year, and the renewal of 
light. The monument I have defcribed, 
cut in hard ftone, cannot but endure to the 
lateft pofterjty. 

Near Babain is Touna (h) between which 
village and that of Aboufir the continuance 
of the remains pf an ancient brick aquedudt-, 
by which the waters were conveyed to the 
foot of the mountains, may be traced. Coaft- 
ing Bahr Youfcph^ we come to Tarout 
Eccherif, where is the principal mouth of 
this grand canal. Melaoui is three leagues 
farther to the norths a pleaiant town, iituated 
in a fertile jplain, where there is a confiderable 
market. Provilions of all kinds are here 
found in abundance, and . exceedingly cheap. 
The furrounding villages compofe a {mall 
principality, which was formerly bedowed 
on Mecca. The Emir Hadge, or prince of 

(h) Called, by Strabo, the Upper Tanis ; near which 
\t marks the courfe of the great canal. It contains the 
ruins of a temple of the Sun* 

Vol. L G g the 
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the Caravan, has a right to fend a SarSar (i} 
here, as governor j and he returns, tb Grand 
Cairo, large tributes^ in grain, which he coUeds 
from the inhabitants, and which the Emir 
Hadge carries to the Scherif of Mecca. Four 
miles north of Melaoui is Achmounain, re- 
markable for its magnificent ruins. Among 
the hills of rubbifh that furrouod it is a ftately 
portico, little injured by time, a hundred 
feet long, twenty^-five wide, and fupported 
by twelve columns, the capital of which is 
only 'a fmali cord. Each is compofed of 
three blocks of granite, forming together 
fixty feet in height, and twenty four in cir- 
cumference. The block next the bafe is 
merely, rounded, and loaded with hierogly- 
phics, the line of which begins by a pyramid ; 
the two others are fluted^ The columns are 
ten feet diAant, : except the two in the center, 
which, forming the entrance, have an interval 
of fifteen feet. Ten enormous ftones cover 
the portico, in its whole extent, and thefe 
arc . iurmoonted by a double row ; the two 
in the centre, which rife with a triangtilar 

(I) Sardar fignifies governor, and general, ttaiting 
civil and military' power, 

froat. 
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ftohti furpafs the others in grandeur and 
thicknefSt The fpedator iis aftoniOied it 
beholding ilones^ or rather rocks^ jfo pon- 
derous, raifed fixtj feet high by the art o( 
man. The furroiinding frieze abounds with 
hieroglyphics, well fculptured, containing 
figures of birds^ infeds, various animals, 
and men feated, to whom others ieem to 
prefeht offerings. This, probably, is the 
hiftory of the time, place, and god in whofe 
hotlour this monument was ereded. The 
portico was painted red and blue, which 
^rolours are effaced in many places, but the 
bottom of the architrave, round the colon- 
nade, has preferved a gold colour furprizingly 
bright. The ceiling, alfo, contains ftars of 
gold fparkling in an azure iky, with a 
dazzling brilliancy. This monument, raifed 
before the Perlian conquefl:, has neither the 
elegance nor purity of Grecian architcdure ; 
but its indeilrudtible folidity, venerable fim- 
plicity, and majefty, extort admiration. What 
muft the temple, or the palace^ have been 
to which this was the entrance ! I confefs. 
Sir, furpiize is wonderfully excited at be- 
holding, amid the Turkish and Arab huts, 
edifices which feem the works .of Genii. 
Gg 2 Their 
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Their age increafes their value. Efcaped 

<he ravages of deftrudive conquerors, and 

bearing the impreffion of ages and ages, they 

infpire the contemplating traveller with 

Awe. Modern Egyptians view thefe fub- 

lime remains of antiquity with indifferencey 

and fufFer them to fubfift becaufe to de- 

ftroy , them would be too much trouble. 

Steperftition and ignorance believe they en- 

clofe treafures $ wherefore, ftrangers are not 

permitted to take a faithful drawing : this 

would expofe them to the lofs of life, as 

•what happened to Father Sicard proves. 

While he ftood admiring the beauty of this 

portico, '• Do not kindle thy cenfer, faid the 

^' Arab, his guide, gravely, to him, left 

** we fliould be taken in the faft, and fome 

*• misfortune ihould follow. — What doft 

'' thou mean ? 1 have neither cenfer, nor 

" fire, nor incenfe. -^ That is a joke : a 

" ftranger, like thee, doth not come hither 

'' purely out of curiofity.— Why not ?— 

*• I know thy fcience informs thee in what 

*' place the great coffer is concealed, fuU of 

^^ the gold our forefathers have left us, and 

" fhould thy cenfer be feen, they would 

'^ prefently think thou cameft hither to opea 

** our 
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" our coffer, by virtue of thy magic words, 
*^ and carry off our treafure." 

Sjich, Sir, is the general opinion of mo- 
dern Egyptians concertaing Europeans, whom 
they think magicians, and imagine thatt 
when taking the dimenfions only, of th^ir 
antiquities, they will be enabled to carry off 
their treafures 3 nor wifl they fuffer them to 
write, or draw, peaceably, but impede th^m 
all they can. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 
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^bi iountry fnm ^bmouHain to Achtmni, 
Enfina^ formerly 4ntino( ; its extent, r^-. 
mams of columns^ 0nd ^ates^ rf be<iutifui 
arcbite^urei not compardbk to (be fortm 
gf Acbmounain. ^be princibal towns on 

' tbe banks of tb( Nik, with tbeir ancient and 
modern pofition. Acbmim^ former^ Cbem* 
mis, or PanopoTts. Remains of an antique 
temple v)bicb fubfified in the age of Abulfeda. 
On tbe Serpent Haridi, ivitb wbicb the 
Mahometan priejls delude the people. 

To M. L. U. 

Grand Cairo* 

X-^ET US quit the portico of Aghmour 
nain^ and crofs the Nilci to vifit the re- 
mains of Antinoe, thus deicribed by Abul-? 
fcda, •' Enfina (the Arabic name), (landing 
*' toward the middle of th^ Said, lEaft of the 
** Nile, and oppofite to Achmounain, con- 
*' Wains remarkable roins of ancient monq- 
^^ ments/' — " This ancient city (adds the 
^* geographer pf Nubia) furrounded by well 

ff cultir- 
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^* csliimcd fields^ abundant in fruits and 
** grain, is vulgtu-iy called the city of tho 
f< no^gi (ij, becaofe Pharoah fent hither fot 
^^ them, to come to his court/' I will add 
iorae remarks on the prefent ftate of thef<t 
places. Adrian, u4iofe fhameful vices tar-* 
nifhed the fplendor of bis greateft qualities, 
haling loft Ajatinom, his favoarite, during 
his journey in Tlgypt, was defiroas toraifea 
kfting monoment to his memory, and found* 
ed a cit^ ia his name, tracing the pUn on 
level giotind, asid building it y/itli royal 
magnificence. The city was half a league 
in cinctimference> and contained two principal 
ib-eeis^ forty feet wide, and interfering each 
otherj in the centre, at right angles* The 
lateral fireets were narrower, but . equally 
ftraight. The two principal ftreets ended 
with four gates, fome of which fliU remain, 

(0 A-^tinoe was built near the ruins of AbyJus, 
where the Egyptians revere" the oracle of the Otd Befsr, 
coe pf the moft ancient in Cg7pt» and famous te late as 
the f^mperor Conft^Qtius. Amipianus Marcellinus (lib. 
19.) fajs the neighbouring people ^}1 confulted it, and 
aiTembled, at certain periods, to keep feftivals in its 
honour, wherefore the Arabs caHcd Antinoc, fituatcd 
near Abydiis, the city of the magi. 

G 4 Theit 
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There are three arched entrances to the moft 
beautiful; that \xi the centre is forty feet 
hight twenty*two wide, and twenty thick; 
the two others are lefs. The fronts of this 
gate are each ornamented by four pilafterSt 
in baffo relievo, the capitals of which» of 
the acanthus leaf, projed confiderably. 
Eight Corinthian columns Turrounded this 
6ne gate, and equalled it in height, one of 
which only has efcaped the ravages of time 
and man ; the reft are broken or deftroyed, 
but their pedeftals remain entire. Befides this 
edifice there are heaps of rubbifli feen, in 
various parts of the city, remains of cornices 
and entablatures which denote temples or 
palaces deftroyed. If we may judge from 
the pedeftals, found, at intervals, along the 
ilreets, they were lined by a colonnade, that 
formed a portico on each fide, whem die in- 
habitants Riight walk in the il)ade, which 
muft have produced a charming eflfedt. £x« 
duiive of thefe embe11i{hmentS| one of the 
fquarcs was ornamented by four grand columns 
of the Corinthian order. Three arc dcftroyed, 
except the bafes ; the fourth is pcrfedt, and 
about fifty feet high : the fhaft is compofcd 
of fcveral ftones ; pn the firft of which is an 

ornament 
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ornament of oak foliage. On the pcdeftal is 
a Greek infcription, half effaced (m)^ Which 
(hews it was dedicated to Alexander Severus. 
The Senate of Alexandria, on which he 
beftowed many benefits, after ere<fting die 
famous column I fo highly praifed in a for-- 
mer letter, raifed thcfc other four, in honour 
of him, after his vidlories over the Perfians^ 
for the oak foliage, on the pedeftal of tW 
which remains, was a token of victory 
among the Romans. Thefe, Sir, are the mo- 
numents beft preferved among the ruins of 
Antinoe, the founder of which did hot in- 
fcriptions and hidorians declare^ the arches 
of the gates, (ti) capitals of the columns, 
and want of hieroglyphics would (hew they 
were not Egyptian \vorks. They are ex- 
amples of the good tafle and elegance the 

ijn) It begins thus. To the profperity of Cafar Marcus 
Jurelius Severus Alexandevy pious^ happy — Auretius being 
prefeSi of the ntw Grteh of Antinoe^ i^c. This is legible 
on two of the pedeftals, but almoft eiFaced on tfar two 
otliers. See Father Sicard, Lettres EdiJianteSj who give^ 
the infer! ption in Greek* 

(») Neither arch nor coluom of any of the Grecian 
orders xzn be found among the remains of ancient 
Egypt, but fton^, aftontihiogly huge, abounding in 
bieibglypKicks. 

Romans 
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Romans learnt from the Greek8> but not of 
that mzjtHy, folidityt and aniazing grandeufi 
which the people of Egypt imparted to all 
their wprks^ and which no other nation ever 
attained. The remains of Antinoe^ though 
magnificent, are infignificant compared to 
the portico of Achmounain, although the 
latter is the moft ancient by fifteen hundred 
years. 

Near this city are the remains of the an- 
cient Ahydus, where was the oracle of the god 
Befa, in. which place a dervife convent, 
named Sheik Abada, now ftands. Antinoe 
was peopled by chrifliansi toward the 
clofe of the fourth century. Palladius fajs 
there were twelve convents of nuns^ and as 
many of monks ; and» .perhaps^ the ruin of 
this fmall city may be attributed to the 
prodigious number of people who^ living in 
its neighbourhood, vowed celibacy* There 
are ftill many coptic monafteries, in the en- 
virons, the. inhabitants of which are funk 
in poverty and ignorance. The fruitful 
plains which, according to the geographer of 
Nubia, were round Enfina, have difappeared 
with . the . people, and barren fands have 
ufurped their place. 

Once 
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Once more let us embark» Sir». and pro- 
peed up the river. Yonder we behold a con^ 
tinuation of grottos, in the mountain in the 
caft, formerly inhabited by Anchorets, wholb 
abftinence is famous in church hiftory^ 
Their food was bread and water; though 
this auilere and contemplative life is left 
aftoniOiing than it might be thought, in a ho( 
climate where temperance is a law of ne« 
ceiiity:! and meditation an enjoyment. Thd 
Nile, its groves, harveiis, and multitu- 
dinous bpats, paffing day and night, may be 
feen from thefe cells, and the thing mod 
furpris^ing is they had the refblution to re« 
main continually idle, amidft that perpetual 
(notion: which they inceflantly beheld. Thefe 
jgrottos extend as f^r as Manfelout, which 
fmall town, on the weft, ftanding in a fer- 
tile country, is governed by a Cachcf. The 
Turks have here feveral mofques, and a cop- 
lie convent ftands facing it, which is afcend-« 
pd by means of a pulley ; the monks being 
pbliged to take this precaution againft the 
jivarice of the Arabs. 

The high fquare dove*cotes of the village 
3alem are feen at a diflance, and, coafting 
f^efidea long ifle the elbowing Nile brings 

«8 
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us to Siout (o)^ a large, populous, well built 
town, where there is a lake dug which ferves 
to water the grounds. Its gardens abound 
in vegetables and fruit trees i and its fitua-- 
tion, on an artificial mount, denotes it oc« 
cupies the fcite of an ancient city: accordingly, 
yeftiges of Nicopolis are founds where the 
wolf was held to be a facred animal. 

Half a league from the river, on the fame 
fide, ftands Aboutig, a very pleafant little 
place, formerly Aboutis, mentioned by Ste- 
phen of Byzantium. The Turks here ftill 
cultivate, as in the time of Abulfeda, the 
poppy, of which they make opium, eagerly 
fwallowed by the rich to infpire agreeable 
reveries % the common people content them- 
ielves with taking fmall pills of cut hemp« 
leaves, fading, which produce fimilar tStOi'i. 
Aboutig is governed by an Emir. The yoke of 
thcfe Arab princes is lefs galling than that of 
the Beys ; the people enjoy more tranquillity 

(o) Pocockc wrongly fuppofes Siout and Anteopolis 
fhc fame. Ptolemy places Anteopolis higher, and on 
the other fide of the river.— Strabo (lib, 17.) fays Ly- 
copoli^ ftood above the canal Which runs into the lake 
Tanis. This is an error in copying, it fhould be read 
lake Moeris. . 

under 
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under thepi», aod are not fb much expoicd 
to the ravages of th$ undifciplined troops of 
Cairo. Thefe elders often difcover that imf 
partial juftice> humaiiity, and afieding bene* 
volence^ with which the patriarchs governed 
their families. 

The village Settefa^ above Aboutig, has 
fucceeded to the fmall town of Apollo ; is at 
fonAediftance from the river, and partly inha*^ 
bited by Copts. A very lingular accufation 
was here prefented againft Father Sicard. 
Two native chriftians went to the governor, 
and told him the foreigner intended to nail 
up the banks of the Nile, with magical 
nails, and prevent the inundation by his 
enchantments.. This declaration ftrangely 
embarraHed the Arab prince, who would have 
arrefled the learned miHionary, had not a 
janiffary, who travelled with him, become 
refponfible for his perlbn, and affirmed tjie 
Copts were flanderers. This incident^^ Sir, 
will give you an idea of the ignorance and 
fuperftition of modern Egyptians. 

Among the numerous villages, on the 
banks of the Nile, is Thema, governed by a, 
Cachef; and, oppoGte, is a charming and large 
iQe. Silin, anciently Selinon, (lands, half, 

concealed. 
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concealed, <m the other fide^ under thtf 
mountains. Kau Elkebira is a miferable 
place, built on the ruins of Anteopolis, which 
city poflefled a magnificent temple, ereded hf 
the Egyptians, according to Diodorus, in 
honour of Antaeus, who was vanqui(hed by 
Hercules. The portico, only, remains, fup- 
ported by huge columns, and covered by 
vaft ftones, one of which is thirty feet long, 
and five wide. The golden and azure ceihng 
has preferved the brilliancy of its colours, but 
this magnificent portico is full of dung ; 
for the Turks afiemble their herds there, and 
make a ftable of it ; fo highly do they value 
the greatcft works of antiquity. The vil- 
lages Coum Elarab, Mechta, and Shah 
Toura, extend along the eaflern bank, facing 
Zcin Eddin. Tatha is governed by a Cachef, 
and in part furrounded by an arm of the 
Nile. Nothing can be more agreeable than 
the neighbouring plains, more verdant, or 
wealthy in produ<fls, / for which they are 
indebted to the river waters. The city of 
Venus, on the ruins of which Tatha is 
raifed, could not have found a better fcite. 
After coafting up the river, befide the ifle 
of Shandouil, the high minarets of Ach* 

mim 
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mim arc fccn afar off. " Achmim, fays Abul- 
•* fcda, is a large city of Upper Egypt, on 
** the caftern bank of the Nile, where is a 
<^ temple equal to the mod celebrated of an* 
^* cient monuments, and built with ilones 
^' amazing for their fize, on which innu- 
" merable figures are fculptured. Doulnoun 
^ fsj was a native of Achmim." Though 
this dty has not retained its ancient fplendor 
,it is ftill one of the fineft in Upper Eg3rpt, 
and governed by an Arab prince. The police 
is well regulated: the flreets are wide and 
clean ; its commerce and agriculture fiouiifh* 
ing. Here are manufactories of cotton 
cloths and pottery, which are diiperfed 
throughout Egypt. This is the fame city as 
the Chemmis of Herodotus (tj, and the 
Panopolis fu) of Strabo. It has loft its an- 
ttent edifices, and much of its extent, fince 
the ruins of the temple Abulfeda deicribes 
now ftand north of the city, the only re- 

(s) Doulnoun wrote a treatife called Elmejarebat, 
Experiments^ a copy of which fliould be among the ma- 
nufcrlpts in the king's library at Paris. - ' 
' {tj Herodotus fays Perfeus was a native of this city, 
and that his deicendents ordained feftivals to him, here. 
(u) The city of Pan* This deity was adored here. 

• mains 
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mains of which are fome ftones, (b lai^e 
the Turks could not move them^ which 
contain many hieroglyphics, and one of then 
is fculptured after an extraordinary manner. 
Four concentric circles are drawn within a 
fquare, and the fun is in the centre one. 
The two following, divided into twelve parts, 
include, one of them, twelve birds, and, 
the other, twelve animals, nearly effaced, 
which feem to have been the iigns of the 
zodiac. The fourth has no diviiions, but 
contains twelve human figures (x). The 
four ,feafons are at the angles of the fquare, 
befide which is a winged globe. This (lone, 
probably, belonged to a temple dedicated to 
the Sun, and the hieroglyphics indicated 
his paflage through the figns of the zodiac, 
and his annual ^evolutipn i a teftimony 
the Egyptians enjoyed agronomical know* 
ledge f/om the moft remote antiquity. Th# 
columns of this temple have been in part 
deflroyed, to procure lime and millftones* 

. (^) Rcprefenting, as I fuppofe^ the twelve gods, 
twelve montbs, and twelve flgns of the zodiac Hero- 
dotus, (lib. 2.) fays the Egyptians firft divided the year 
>«t9 twelve mootbsy and named the twelve gods« 
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^ LETTEk^ 

der 4 Vafe, Where, is they rtUfed ft, tfic priefe, 
no doi^bt, hiad the addreft lo fuhMtutfe an- 
other, "this miracle w&s protiaittibi; and 
the immortal Haridi ac(|^ired niw renowb, 
irhey profit greatly by their dedeit j peoplfe 
c6me from ill parts to pray at the tomb ; 
&hd, if the Terpen t k^pears from bhdir ft6 
^one, and apptokches ilht intercittbr, it Ss k 
iig'n ^he -fick perfon dial! bfe cttred. Ybti iAvf 
Well iVippbre, ^i'r, helappears ncft tS(l ah offer- 
ing 16 midd worthy t>f tllie Weklfli and quality 
of (Tie perifoh. In extrioVdihairy cafif^, whdn 
i^e fick cannot be cured \xnU& tht'f^bbnt bfe 
prefehti a pur6 virgin inoft 'g;o knd Volidt j 
knd, that they may ^ Certain, '4 Very ytwn^ 
'gill i^ chofen, w%(0%dec6fatediiia firi6liitt^ 
iiti'd with a garlkhd 6f fiotftrers. Aft6r {tic lib 
prayed, the ferpeht, accordihg tb the prieftis 
Intention, makes cycles round the young 
'A'ppliaht, a:rid cO/hes and rbpdfeiB up6n her. 
irhe Vir^n, accompanied by thfrltitudcs bf 
pedple, arid Vaft kirdlattiarittns, thin cJtittes it 
W in 'trhimph. 'ISs nb't in the'piWv^efr 6f 
ieifbh to' peffaadfc '^efe C!r(idui6us '%hdrant 
"Egyptiahs 'they aire "th'e 'dSjp'es of knaves; 
l!hey bcflicvfe 'as ifificdrcly inihk firp^ntl^MiAi 
'ts in their 'prdph'dt : tht '^ei^ thi^ians no 

faiorc 



fee.. 2), iuxd noticed hy M. Savai^^ is a far* 
ijher CQJifimiatteh. Mnevis and Onuphk 
2tPt ipoken of in cbe fame Odnf«&d oianner^ 
tbonglft chepe can be little doubt ihcy ad vnene 
bulls. 

We 4id^ve been obliged to life tfee word port 
>n the fame fmfe m^th M. Swaty^ ^vnd -afw 
p)y it <o towns» and "viikges^ tkuafted on the 
K'ile^ .to wl^h boats oiily, not-.fliips, xefort: 
doughy in Englid)^ it iifu«Iiy wiplies iea» 
port. We feftve lijcewife adopted fcis spelling 
of the word K!kaligi ^9t (he Arabic pro- 
nunciation is 'Kb^idge. We mean ^not to 
be minute, but wifh not, after all our in* 
duftry, to be thought negligent. 

The gentleman to whom M. Savary ad- 
dreflcd his letters was M. Le Monnier, Phy- 
fician to the King of France 1 firft phyfi- 
cian to Monfieur, his Majcfty's eldeft bro- 
ther, and a member of the Academy of Sci- 
ences ; the M. L. M. at tlie beginning of 
each Letter are the initials of his name, and 
the (hort eulogium at the conclufion of the 
work is highly to his honour: it (hews to 
what noble purpofcs he employs wealth and 

power. 
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vi translator's frbface. 

The work^ in the French^ is dedicated to" 
Moniieur^ eldeft brother to the King of 
France; but we have omitted this dedica- 
tion^ becaufe the mode of addrefs is fo dtf* 
ferent from any the Englifli language is ac« 
cuftomed to that it woold render a tran- 
flation either ridiculous or full of Galliciims. 

The manner in which thefe letters have 
been received, both in France and England, 
is fuperior to any praife we can bcftow ; and 
we (hall only fay M. Savary pofTeiTes a degree 
of erudition, judgment, imagiijatioQ and 
feeling virbich are feldom unitpd^ 
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iflg injured the author by our emendations, 
we truft we (bail rather deierve applaufe than 
cenfiire. 

. :The fpelling of words tranilated from lan- 
guages! little Icnown, as the Coptic and 
Arabic are, into French, and thence re-^tranf-- 
lated into £hgli£h,.is a difficulty frequently 
found very embarraffing; nor is the Frencfcp 
itfelf, in this work, always confident. This 
we inuft plead in excufe for thofe few places 
where we have committed . the like fault. 
The French fpelling ufually endeavours at the 
original .pronunciation ; to give which, in 
Englifl), the fpelling fhould be very different. 
In fome few places, this has occafioned us to 
vary from the original; but, in moft, we 
have not dared, left we fhould feem to dif- 
figure names which the eye has been ac« 
cuftomed to fee written in another manner. 
Thus the words Cacbefy and EccberiJ] arc, as 
we fuppofe, pronounced Cajhefy and Ekjher^*, 
Boulac is Boolac ; Gibel is Jeebel*, Malaoui is 
Malifwee, &c. The village of Semennoud 
is, . by an error of the French, not detected in 
time, fpelt Samanouty on the map : We be- 
lieve no other error of this kind is committed, 

A 2 except 



except fo tiifliog as to. lad smaiddiately feen/ 
aiid'c6treded» hy in iateUigdtt I'eaded 

Our calculation of the weight of tbo gm^* 
nite» in the ftdto^. Vol. IL'^ngo 375; :dlfifers 
from diat of JVf« SaTtry ; fautif» ibfttadofid^ 
krwiDg withhitn the fides to befixty feet high, 
fir feet ate dedadod.far tlufc tbicknefi of the 
«tilingi winch was of anbthto'ftone, the pro- 
du£l then will be nearly thetiai»« ; aud thU de«^ 
dudion» We imaguie, the author made, it is 
not lb expreflbd. 

Ancient meafiares are fitquently reduced to 
French, by M^ Stiivarys bdt) «is^the leatrned 
do not all agree in their «ftiiAat%6y we have 
generally fubftituttd a littr4l tranflation of 
the Gre^k and Lattn writers quoted $ and, in 
fuch places, u^ the ftadium indead of the 
league* 

• The words Ox and Bull^ BaufitA Taureaui 
feem to have bcei^ ufed with a tdameabte in** 
difcrimination, both by French and English 
writers, whefo ipeaking of ancient Egyptian 
deities. Apts is called the facred Ox, by 
M. Savary, bat it is evident this god was a 
Bull : he had a heifer preSsabod him once a 
year, and the ftrange prafliceof the Egyptiaa 
women, related by Diodorus Siculus (lib. u 

fee. 
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^TpJElE great ^ttentfpn' and labpur bcftowed 
upph the prefeqt tranflatiQii of thefe 
le^etterSx and the reqfiarks which in the courfe 
of it haye prefented ithenifelvcs, feeni to re- 
quire the following fliort account of what 
Ii9§ bpcii dqnc. 

pinding^ on confulting a few of the quo- 
tations in the French, various errors had 
crept Into the text, ^pft of which, pro- 
bably, and many, certainly, ^ye^e errors of 
the prefs, it was thought neceflary to refer 
fp the original authofs : thofe, therefore^ 
who fhall think proper to comparp the tranf- 
lation \yith the French, will iSnd many Je- 
viatiphs in the fluotcxj taffaces; but, if they 
(hall pleafc, further, to refer to the Latin, 
^Jreefc, and Arabic y^rritcr s, cited, it is pre- 
(unied, thev will find fuch dcviatioi^s arc 
npt errors, bujt corredtions* We mean i)ot 
to^ffir^ 0iiflakes may not ftill exift ; though 
wefcarcely can hope fufficient credit will 

Vol. L a be 



ii translator's preface. 

be given for the labour beftowed in (earch* 
ing voluminous books to find a fingle quo- 
tation. The induflry witli which M. Savary 
has read the ancients^ to obtain infonnadon 
on his fubjedy aftoni(hes the reader ; but it 
were to be wifhed, by thofe who are inclined 
to refer^ and examine the accuracy or fpiiit 
of the parages cited^ he had continually 
noted his editions^ books^ and pages; fo 
that they might have been turned to with- 
out trouble. Not aware, ourfelves, of the 
numerous quotations which were to follow 
in the ' fecond volume, we negleded this 
method, in the firft, and continued fo to do, 
partly for the fake of uniformity, and, part- 
ly, in deference to M. Savary ; neither indeed 
could we obtain every author, or find every 
pafTage he Has cited ; therefore it was, in part, 
impradicable. 

.Were we to note our deviations^ and 
fupport them by citing the paflages in 
queflion, our preface' would affumc the form 
and length of a diflertation ; we (hall only 
fay, therefore, we reft our juftification on 
the pafTages themfelves ; and, imagining we 
(hall not, often, at leaft, be dctefted in hav- 
ing 
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ihould not enthufiafm felze him^ at be- 
holding the ruins of Lacedsmon, Athens 
and Thebes; let him beware of writing: 
nature has not formed him to tranfmit thole 
feeling) thofe fublime impreffions^ which 
objedts fo grand fhould infpire. 

Such fenfations, I imagine, I have had; 
but whether I have conveyed them with 
the force neceffary to render my travels in- 
terefting the public muft determine. If 
the reader accompanies me with pleafure, if 
the reality of my defcriptions bring convidiion, 
if the geographical and hiflorical details 
inftrud, if the memorable events I call to 
mind are appofite, and the parallel of ancient 
and modern manners be traced by judgment 
and refledtion^ I ihall have obtained the 
height of my wifhes, and all the fatigues, 
dangers, and labours I have undergone will 
be amply rewarded. 
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fatal; end . of the defpatring Sappho^ who, 
b5r the onergy and fubUmity of her poetry, 
merited the name of the 'tenth mufe. Dera 
tiia melaqchdy remains of two famous re- 
publics will retrace to me|nof)y man enno-' 
bled by the love of libeFtyi, his foul aggran^i^ 
dised, and every faculty of the \)ody and 
mind perfedioned. Hovvx numerous wiH be 
his compvi^s between what was and what 
IS 1 Hqw immenfe the chain of recoUedion I 
He, however, will only notice gr^at adions, 
and prefent the- reader with rapid ilrokes, 
where the pad and prefent may clearly unite, 
and touch without being confounded. 

At beholding the magnificent monuments 
Egypt ftUl poiiefleS) he will imagine what 
that people muft have been whofe works 
only, of all" ancient nations, have reiifted 
tbe ravages of tiwie : a people who feemed 
to labour for immortality, and among whom 
Ofpheus, Hofticr, Herodotus, and Flato 
went to obtain that knowledge with which 
they enriched their native land. How will 
he regret that no efforts of the learned 
have hitherto removed the veil from the 
numerous hieroglyphics of tfiefe wealthy re- 
jgioAS ; the intelligence of which charaders 

would 
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would enlighten ancient hiftory, zbd, ptt^ 
^p$, caft a luminous ray into- the darknefi 
of the firft ages of the earth 1 i 

Become a citizen of the worlds he will 
rife fgperior to partiality^ and, while de- 
icribing cities and countries, will give to 
truth the guidance of his pen. fiut let him 
ihun the. fault of many, other travellers, 
and not make :himielf the principal figure 
in his pidure, nor throw a11 the light on 
himfelf, and fliade and obfcure the other 
parts and perfons : let him avoid afFedtatioo, 
either to (hew his fuperior knowledge, or 
add weight to his opinions* Such are the 
requifites he ought to pofTefs who would tra- 
vel to advantage; and fuch the principles 
he (hould imbibe* To fuperior intelligence, 
and a fpirit of obiervation, he mufl: add that 
quick, deep, and penetrating fenfibility which 
alone can make himfelf or others feel, effec- 
tually. Should he remain unmoved when 
he views the place where Pompey the great 
was affafiinated ; fhould the wonders of 
Egypt not ftrike him with aftonii^ment 
and admiration ; ihould he not weep ovicr 
the auguft ruins of Alexandria, and the lois 
of 400,000 voluQies, devoured by fire; 

ihould 
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^RAVELS are the moft inftruaivc 
^ fchool of man : travelling teaches us 
the knowledge of our fpecies ; and, by living 
among different nations, ftudying their man- 
ners, religion, and government, rules may 
be obtained toeftimate the manners, religion, 
and government of our own country. Sub-, 
jeft to the prejudices of education, and the 
empire of habit, while man remains in his 
native land, he will view other nations 
through a deceptive glafs, which, changing 
their forms and colours, will lead his judg- 
ment aftray ; he will be aftoniflied at their 
' errors, when he himfelf (hall be tributary 
to others equally great ; he will laugh at and 
ridicule their cuiloms, himfelf a flave to ab- 
furdities not lefs extravagant. 

But, having attentively examined the man- 
ners and genius of divers people, and calcu- 
lated 
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lated how far education, laws, and climate 
may influence phyfical and moral qualities, 
his ideas will ejtpandi and meditation will 
releafe him from the yoke of pre-conceived 
opinions, and cuftoms by which his reafbn 
had been cnchaiired. Then, looking to- 
ward his own country, the film will be 
rensoved from his eyes; his rooted miftakes 
win be eradicated, and objcAs will afiirme a 
\QTy diifFcrent afpedl. ' 

Before he begins his travels, a thorough 
knowledge of geography and hiftoiy are 
necciSary, The firft will indicate the place 
where great events have pafledj the latter 
bring them to memory : thus douWy 
enlightened, if he traverfes tho'fe eaflerft 
countries where mod afloni(hing revolutions 
have, more th^n once, changed tlie face of 
the earth, wherever his footfteps lead, each 
objcd win become animated ; ruins, mar- 
bles, and mountains will fpeak, moft elo- 
quently, to his underllanding and his heart. 
Here, beneath brambles, he will read the 
following infcfiption, with which his coun- 
try honoured the manes of a hero : Sfa, 
viator, . beroem calcns. . This cliff, . hanging 
over the abyfs of Teas, will call to mind the 

fatal 
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aiore doubt its virtue than the Turks, but 
affirm this ferpent is the demon Afmodeus* 
who killed the feven hu(bands of the wife of 
Tobias, and that the angel Raphael, after 
having metamorphofed him, brought him 
hither, that God might thus dKtive infi«. 
dels. The ferpent has aded a miraculous 
part in the hiftory of man ; he feduced Eve, 
and, at the command of Mofes devoured 
thofe of the Egyptians, made Alexander of 
Aboniteichos pafs for a god, and now cures 
the fick people of Achmim. This ferpent is 
of the fame fpecies with thofe Herodotus de- 
fcribes, which were facred among the an- 
cient Egyptians, who called them Agatho 
Daimones, (A^aGo/oJjuorgO Good Genii ; and 
they were the types of Cneph, a fymbolical 
deity, fignifying divine goodnefs. 
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